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U. §. THEATR 
TELEVISION 
BY 1943 


The U. S.. will probably win the 
racé to initiaté full-screen television 
in theatres. While Yank tele execs 
are predicting introduction of video 
in the flicker houses possibly before 
the year is out, and certainly not later 
than 1948, Britain is still two to three | 
years away from that development 
in show biz, according to T. M. C. 





Lance, head of tele cinema research 
for J. Arthur Rank. 

Lance, now in the U. S. to scan} 
large-screen advances, says there's | 
nothing technical standing in the)! 
way of the innovation in Britain. All | 


the principles are known for instan- 
taneous tele techniques in theatres, 
and the British are now engaged in | 
perfecting equipment to boost trans- 
mitting lineage to a count of 800 
from the current British standard of 
485. This is necessary, Lance ex- | 
plained, to brighten the picture and 
clarify details, thereby making thea- 
tre video commercially feasible. U.S. 
(Continued on page 56) 


Spike Jones’ Musical 
Mayhem Assaults B.0. 








; Chicago, March 25. 
Spike Jones has been so extra- 


One-nighters through the midwest 
with his “Musical Depreciation” 
unit that there’s a good possibility 
the company may wind up on Broad- 
Way next fall as a “musical.” Gen- 
eral Artists Corp., which books 
Jones, has been talking with 
Shuberts about moving the 





show 


ints tect as a modern Olsen & Johnson 
“Hellzapoppin”, It's felt only a 
line of girls would be needed to 
augment the current 


musicians and four acts. 
Jones’ road trip and the coin it is 
(Continued on ao Pee | 56) 


GERMAN REELS HELPED 
TO CONVICT DE BRINON 


Moti Paris, March 18. 
Motion Pictures figured in the 


conviction on collaboration 
resulting in the death 
Fernand de Brinon, Viciy Ambassa- 
tl yg a The court, in full 
“a, went to the Versailles Pal- 
. and the screening room of the 
hormation Minis stry. There it 
Bi, German newsfeels showing de 
m~ on on the Russian front to- 
90 sl other French traitors 
‘ing a parade of French who 
Volunteered to fight for Germany 
oe Jury was deeply moved and 
veever de Brinon’s lawyer sai 
fell on deaf ears 


tor 1 ‘ 
“¢ radio broadcasts or recorded 


charges. 
sentence ol 


‘ i¢ 
Witt 


tag €s had been previously used 
0 CoO! 4 ‘ . 

i th Vict collaborationi but t 

= ne first time newsreels were in- 
trod: Ced 


as evidence in a French 


Court. 


ordinarily successful on a string of | 


For Terrif Grosses | 





| 


ment, 


URVEY DEFLATES 
EUEOGlON TALK 


Miss Truman Learns 
About Life (the Mag) 


Detroit, March 25. 

on hand at Margaret 
radio debut in Detroit | 6 
to shoot pix for mag lay- 


Life 
Truman's 


March 16, 


photogs, 


Burned up. the mag yanked the | 


4 © |of a drop in film grosses, a 
planned layout and this week’s edi- 


check .by Variety makes 


tion instead will carry a photo | the recession is considerably more 
spread on Ralph Edwards’ (“Truth | psychological than economic. 

or Consequences,” NBC) already Survey of major distribs, affili- 

well argue ‘Mrs. Hush.” j} ated circuits, independent circuits 

j;and scattered indie houses reveals 

UNESCO Urges Setting the average of gross income—at both 

the b.o. and in film rentals—on a 

P R di Pi par with or better than the com- 

ress- adio- icture parative first nine weeks of last 

year. Unless there should be seri- 


ous adverse 
ent general economic picture 
summer and fall, profits should come 


Program for 0’seas 


Philadelphia, March 25. 


out, were refused permission to snap 

her during broadcast, but were 

promised five minutes for reenact- Rather than being a year of re- 
ment poses afterward. Broadcast ; cession for films, 1947 may well turn 
over, Miss Truman gave the Life | out to be the greatest or close to 
| boys a quick minute of mugging and ithe greatest b.o. year in industry 
no more |history. While talk is widespread | 


careful | 
it appear | 


QFITS PERK TO °46 PEAK 








‘C lang Beas Mpls. Trolley 


Wired for F M-Sound 


Minneapolis, March 25. 


WTCN will experiment with FM | 
reception in Twin Cities streetcars, 
with provision of radio entertain- | 
ment for streetcar patrons the ob- | 
jective. FM sets will be installed 
on new type of streetcars, especially 
quiet, being put in operation on| 


inter-urban lines, for testing. 


now operates only FM outlet in 
service here 

If reception is good, all streetcar 
passengers may listen to rouser 
shows on their way to work, or to 
late afternoon soap operas On the 
way home. 


— | 


| Margaret Webster 


changes in the pres- | 
next | 


First national conference of the 08 : : Re PY 
United Nations Educational, Scien- | ©°°S® to the phenomenal figures of | 
tific and Cultural Organization in 1946. ; ; 
session here today (Tuesday) urged Not a little of the favorable} 


grosses and film rentals that have 
been piled up have been accounted 
report the material requirements of | for by an exceptional run of strong 
war-devastated Europe and the Far | Pix. They've included such power- 
East with respect to press, radio and | ful b.o. product as ‘Jolson Story, 
“Best Years of Our Lives,” “Razor’s 


the appointment of a “commission 
on immediate needs” to study and 


films. The commission, it was sug- | Dg : 
gested, should determine extent of | Edge,” “Till the Clouds Roll By, 


| « ‘Blue Skies,” “Sinbad the Sailor,” 
| “13 Rue Madeleine” and “Margie.” 
| While the big pictures are doing 
| iContinusd ¢ on page 20) 


presses and 
radio equip- 


such needs as printing 
newsprint. film and 
and personnel. 

UNESCO, it was proposed, also | 
should encourage exchange between | 
UN member nations of trained in- | 
structors in the fields of radio, | 
films and the press. 

In a film panel headed by Pee 
F. Zook, president of the American | 





Major Bowes Hour 


ic ouncil on Education, general | 
lagreement was expressed that) 
UNESCO should organize a UN 
'film board te coordinate film ac- 


ltivities of all 
the | 


into one of the latter’s houses almost 


setup of 16 | 


agencies in the United 


At 46-&-Up Scale 


Set for Comeback 


Would Put Drama 


WTCN | 


| cording to general manager 


| 


| 


| the 


Reviewers ona Diet 


Minneapolis, March 25. 
Before covering an opening, New 
York drama critics should be re- 


quired by the public to refrain from 


dining too well and unwisely, and 
'before writing their reviews they 
should be compelled to sit through 





Nations A resolution also was 

adopted calling for an international 

conclave. as soon as feasible, to eX- The origin:]| “Major Bowes Ama- 

plore possible methods of inter- teur Hour,” big time radio show of a 

ichange of culture and goodwill via \decade ago, is set for a comeback | 

| films. itry. Cued by a revival of interest 
Feeling was that the proposed | jn this type of fare as evidenced by 

film board would act as a clearing | | Lipton's recent purchase of Arthur 

‘house for information on films pro- | Godfrey’s “Talent Scouts” on» CBS, 


UN member nations and | wuytual network for several months 

free flow of info OM | has beet quietly mapping a rebirth 

UNESCO shouldn't en-| of the amateur hour. 

was, New version, with practically same 
format as the original 

the Bowes role being taken 


duced by 
facilitate a 
techniques. 
gage in production of films, it 

yatingey on page 26) | hour-long 
land with 


lby Warren Sweeney. who subbed 

Mason’ S French- English for the late major during the latter's 
da’ ? iliness. was auditioned at the Long- | 

Versions for Kor aS Z acre. N. Y.. last Friday night (21) 
French Platter was cut for showcasing bs 


James Mason's fluency 1n 


Alexander MBS program execs who claim keen 


utilized by Sit 


mav be dpe . sien’ 62) 
Korda to carry out policy aaa (Continued on page 2 
nouncec this week ol bilingt 
, . uc 1. Michele More 
picture production. ! g ta ilm 
will make the initial film un a $ a ’s ar 
calls for first 


new setup whic 


an sicture at Korda’: Shsp- Chore as Diva Gives 
Feshooting it with the same vane ‘The Brusheroo to byl 


players, but a nati pporuns * Hollywood, Marc! 
in France or Italy. 4. fc W rian soprano Kirste! Piss 

Mas c 1 de pact tO NOL. yt , 

vWiason 1 u ier f k } Ame ! t 

; cho rn r e! rica! y 
tet ete Mauriet ad. Vv 
. ) ( ia P ‘. ‘ 
two* pix, Depine Kine David | afte ong hizt Carnegie Hi 
“King’s General ana « ‘ ’ YY A ' . an ‘ned t 
var Anot ‘ t I : t ‘ U a p ’ 
3 

weve the oO P 0 ) G 

» | f i 

_ C1 { (Conti on pa 61) 


| erators 
i mission cut 


the offering from start to finish, the 
Woman’s Club here was told by 
Margaret Webster, 
Repertory Theatre. 
The New York critics are killing | 
too many offerings, something wrong 
hes crept into the theatrical sen 
aud production costs in New Y 
have soared to a level that is Ba 
ally strangling the legitimate thea- 
tre, according to Miss Webster. 
“The critics ruin .many produc- 
tions,” said Miss Webster. “The ex- 
pense of production is so tremendous 
that what critics say decides if a 
play will live or die almost in one 
night. 


| usually assured, 


of the American , 


| lature at 


If the offering could go on | 


for « little while, it might outlive | 
the critics’ view until the public | 
might perhaps. find it worth some- 
thing. . 


Coney Won't Cut Prices 
Despite War Peak’s End 


With the season's unveiling a 
scant six weeks away, majority of 
New York's Coney Island resort op- 


MET OPERA’S PIC 
OFFER; NEEDS 
FRESH COIN 


The Metropolitan Opera Assn. ac- 
Edward 
is mulling ambitious plans 
to step out into other show biz fields 

radio, pix, 


Johnson, 


recordings—to insure 
itself additional income needed to 
continue its operatic enterprises 


Finishing its 62d regula: 
a week ago, the Met did all right 
at the boxoffice, according to John- 
son. Unlike Broadway legit or pix, 
Met biz held its own without 
falling off this year. Prices were 
even a little higher in the middle 
ticket groups than a season ago 

Part explanation, says Johnson, 
lies in the fact that the Met season 
is built on a subscription basis, with 
80% of its audience on subscription 
That doesn’t leave much for public, 
individual sale, and a good season is 
But this year, either 
due to the fact that new singers 
created new interest, or that broad- 
casts heightened interest in opera, 

(Continued on page 62) 


Pa. Bill Would Warn 
Against Checkroom 
Smiles That Up Take 


Philadelphia, March 25. 
A bill was introduced in the legis- 
Harrisburg last weelx 
which, if passed, would make it 
tough for night club hateheck con- 
cessionaires, Bill provides that a 
sign be placed “in a prominent spot” 
near the checkroom advising patrons 
that the pretty check girl doesn’t 
keep her tips—that the gratuities 


season 





| are the property of the concession- 


erators concede that this year’s busi- | 


ness ypn't equal grosses reaped dur- 
ing the free-spending war years. 

However, practically all ride 
state there won't be an ad- 
“The crowds were too 


heavy last year,”” one motorboat ride 
op said, “and often we deliberately 
hiked prices to discourage custom- 
ers. our platforms became  over- 
loaded. There was always a chance 
of a patron being shoved in the 
drink 
Cyclone rollercoaster had a special 
roll of 50c tickets which they used 
0 weekend to offset the -rush, he 
iid Another op pointed out that 
labor situation had eased con- 
siderably now that most of their 
nployees had returned from the 
It'll be easier to handle 
tomers now.” he serted 
On the darker side is the threat 
ement tax legislation pend- 
the state legislature as well 
measures being consid- 
‘ bv the cits Of especial annoy- 
a coin-raising plan being 
ed by the license department 
(Continued on page 62) 


op- | 


aire. 

Measure, introduced by 
bert E. Beech, Allegheny 
Republican, provides for a fine of 
$25 to $100 for each offense. Each 
day the sign isn’t displayed consti- 
tutes a separate offense. 


MOUNTBATTEN TO USE 
PIX FOR INDIA REPORT 


London, March 18 
Viscount Mountbatten of Burma, 
always film-minded, plans reporting 
to England on the India 
Via motion pictures. He 
India as new viceroy this 
chief of the 


Rép. Al- 
County 





Situation 
goes to 
He 


Commandos 


week 
found. as 


and Commander-in-Chief of Burma 
that word reports are unsatisfac- 
tory. Therefore, he plans taking 
equipment to use actual film reports 
on conditior Hi theorv , that 
no one believed Germanv treat- 
ment of prisoners until th iW 
the films. 

The Mountbattens are ¢ ¢ a 
small, farewell party before 
departure, with those invited to 

le Frank Owen, who served 
Mountbatte: in India: and J 
Lawrence. who was his chic vt 
public relations in the Commando. 


{| Ranger days. 
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_ Gimmick to Create Phoney ‘Bestseller’ pecking Hirsidioss Ta 
Lists Fraught With Danger for Pix By Billy Rove 3 


I'd like to give out a big holler about a couple of young fellows I 
predict a great future in show business for them. ; 





J Eastern story editor of a major¢ 





film company disclosed this week 
that he had been approached with 
an offer to get any book he desired 
on the nation’s best-seller lists for 
$5,000. He nixed the offer with an 
“Is nothing sacred?” but admitted 
himself shocked by the tremendous 


SWAFF’S SALUTE TO 
MARY MARTIN 


By HANNEN SWAFFER 


London, March 18. 
kill those stories that 











I can best 











One is a juvenile named Al Jolson. The other is a whippersnap 
Maurice Chevalier. — 

Their success this sedson is a sharp answer to the producers who’ 
complaining there’s no good new talent around. 

Of course, these fledglings may not have the surefootedness and experi 
ence of a Danny Thomas or a Perry Como. But what they lack jn oak 
thority and wisdom, they more than make up for in spirit and bounce . 

Take this boy Jolson. Six months ago I was coffee-and-caking at T 


per named 


ve been 


economic implications—which could ; Y Toots 
amount to many, many times $5,000 have been circulated about Mary | Shor’s with a quartet of young performers—fellows who didn't even re. 
—to film companies if any one of} Martin around New York by de- member Tom Mix. They were talking about today’s great crowd-ple 


them should be tempted to accept 
the offer for falsifying the literary 
popularity tallies. 

Former press agent, who proposi- 


— arativ lure of “Pacific | nonballs on his neck?” 

yned the st >d. claimed he could the comparative failure o ‘ i. 

pegs get wn saiaiehate use of| 1860,” the Noel Coward musical | BLACKOUTS OF 1947 I got a little mad, told them to eat their Pablum, and warned them { 

the $5,000 for purchase in about 10| which reopened Drury Lane after | El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal.| against discussing things little boys couldn't understand. ‘ 

nA a -ally-located ann stores of ; the war. | “Ken Murray’s ‘Blackouts’ is a As the discussion spilled over to the next four tables, applefaced Toots 

strategica tate; wines : < “eve; > o remark; » dis- | knockout! The more I see of other | Sh iod it with, “Relax, you crumbs. This is on § 
pies of the tome to be hypoed She revealed by a remarkable dis or put a period on it with, ea . is is one of them 


Dozens of best-seller lists are pub- 
lished, but the two that carry the 


most weight, by far, are those in the | 


Sunday New York Times and N. Y. 
Herald-Tribune. 


Herald-Trib readily admitted the | 
feasibility of the plan offered, stat- | 
that the | 


ing, as a matter of fact, 
one’s buying up copies in just three 
stores. System used by the Trib has 
about 81 shops in 59 cities mail in a 
card each week listing six top fiction 
and six top non-fiction sellers. If 
any three stores report a book, it 
goes on the list. 
copies at 10 stalls polled by the Trib; 
one of the editors opined, a book 
could undoubtedly be shot to 12th 
or 13th place in one week. Once it’s 
there, the publicity and prestige a 
volume gets from being listed might 
very readily result in 
number of legit sales to keep it on 
the list and even push it higher. 


N. ¥. Times’ System 
Times’ editor was dubious on the 
uccess of the scheme in its tally. 
Sestead of polling the stores directly, 
it has correspondents in 22 cities 
check them and wire in the results. 

orrespondents are supposed to 


query a large number of stalls in | 


their territories and the Times’ ed 
was of the opinion that it would take 
phoney sales in more than 10 stores 
fo make an imprint on the list. 


As far as can be determined, only 
one story chief was approached— 
and he, apparently, because the guy 
who made the offer had formerly 
worked for the same company. 
Story eds were disturbed, however, 
because it means that the value of a 
yarn could be falsely pushed up to 


more. 


It’s conceivable, for instance, for 
a poor novel to be bought for films 
long before publication at some such 
sum as $5,000 or $10,000. Then, by 
expanding perhaps $20,000 more for 
buying up copies at the stores 
checked by the Times and Trib, 
book could be skyrocketed up the 
list. As soon as it appears in Ahe 
boxscore, its value immediately 
jumps and if it gets near the top, it 
invariably will bring anywheré from 





audiences see, her at her best. 
mirable as is her Drury Lane per- 
formance, her part confines her. 


By buying up| 


a sufficient | 


scribing a remarkable happening at 
the jubilee dinner, March 16, of the 
Gallery First Nighters Club. 

The stories blame Miss Martin for 


play of virtuosity last Sunday how 


Coward, by restricting her part to 
that of a Victorian prima donna, had 


prevented her from letting London 
Ad- 


Miss Martin was one of the prin- 


cipal guests at the celebration din- 
ner. 
Britain’s six theatrical Dames of the | 
British Empire—Dame Sybil Thorn- 
dike, 
Dame Edith Evans and Dame Irene 
Vanbrugh. 


The others were four of 


Dame Lilian Braithwaite, 


After listening to speeches about 
50 years of first nights in the gal- 
lery, Miss Martin was called upon 
to do a turn. She created a senSa- 
tion among a tough and hardboiled 
audience by an extraordinary bio- 


| graphical sketch in which she told 


her life story and illustrated it with 
song. Arranged specially 
occasion, it gave her every 
tunity for displaying the 
gamut of a singer’s art. 
from archness to sentiment 
from humor to abandon. 


oppor- 
whole 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


i 





for the | 


| 


She darted ber in , i 
and | Babes in the Wood,” playing part 





249th WEEK ' 
KEN MURRAY’S 


shows the better I like it.” 
HUGH HERBERT. 


Laurel & Hardy Book 
Dates on Continent, 
South Africa, Aussie 


London, March 19. 

Laurel and Hardy, who came over 
here for four weeks, have had their 
time extended to September. They 
then go Sweden and 
Denmark, playing two weeks in each 
city. Then Belgiuni for’ three 
weeks, to be followed by four weeks 
in Paris. Pair ship for South Africa 
for 12 after that, with 16 
weeks in Australia following. 

Return to London around Novem- 
time to star in pantomime, 








to Norway, 


weeks 


of “The Robbers,” at the Saville 


She started her act by singing her | theatre for Bernard Delfont. 


first song, “Cow Cow Boogie,” a hill- 
billy she used to sing when she 
lived in Weatherford, Texas, where 
she was born. It was her rendering 
of this song at small entertainments 
that first attracted attention in the 
surrounding towns. Then, going to 
Hollywood, she tried to get into pic- 
tures. She attended audition after 
audition for so long that, as she 


| said, her name was “Audition Mary.” 


But as 
chance, 


no one would give her a 
she got written for her a 


,;song called “Les Filles de Cadiz,” 
| half straight and half swing, and in 


several hundred thousand doliars or the operatic style. 


It was when she sang this at a 


| Sunday amateur night at the Troca- 
| dero in Hollywood that she was im- 
mediately offered contracts by three 
| motion picture studios. 
; tance of another offer by Lawrence 
| Schwab led to her appearance in a 102 hours, from San Francisco via 
| Broadway show, “Leave It to Me.” | Honolulu, 
|In that she sang “My Heart Be- 
/longs to Daddy.” 


The accep- 


From there she 
went to “One Touch of Venus” and 
played on Broadway for two years 
and toured the States for six months, 
singing “That’s Him” and, as an en- 


| 





Ed Perkins Signs Flock 
Of New Concert Talent 





| On-his round-the-world flight in 
| quest of new personalities, just com- 
| pleted, Edward Perkins, California 
| concert 


manager, signed Carmen 
| Rosales, Manila’s No. 1 singer and 
| film star; Gitana Blanca, foremost 
flamenco dancer now featured at the 
| Teatro Comico in Madrid; Frederic 
Rey, Viennese ballet choreographer; 
|Nita Raya, singing star of the 
current Folies Bergere revue in 
| Paris; and Rolf Marbot, French com- 
| poser, all of whom will appear in 
; the United States under his direc- 
| tion during the 1947-48 season. 


Elapsed flying time slightiy over 


Manila, Bangkok, Cal- 
|cutta, Karachi, Basra, Cairo, Athens, 
,Rome, Madrid, Paris and New York. 
| This is a new global record over 
strictly commercial routes. Total of 
14 special and transit visas required. 


Perkins flew from Paris to New 


: Z aserg 
—Sinatra, Danny Kaye, Dick Haymes, and such. 


I piped up that a fellow named Al Jolson was pretty good. Jackie Glea- 
son patted me on the shoulder and said, “Take a cup of tea, Grandpa. It'll 
rest you.” Henny Youngman wisenheimed, “What does he do, catch cane 


arguments like could Dempsey lick Louis,” 

And then “The Jolson Story” opened at Radio City Music Hall. Aj’s 
voice on the sound track was a revelation to the bobby sockers who had 
been brought up on microphone-clutchers, The kids turned cartwheels 
in the aisles over the newcomer who didn’t sigh, swoon, groan, grunt 
gurgle or whisper through the right nostril. ; 

Around Broadway, we heard that a certain highly pai@ murmur mer. 
chant ran all the-way from the Music Hall to his lawyer's office ang 





|of the “Anniversary Song” is grabbing nickels faster than the 


checked over his annuities. 

VARIETY says the Jolson movie is outgrossing anything Columbia has 
released in twenty years of picture making. 

Then the juke boxes discovered this up-and-coming kid, Jolson’s platter 
mint can 
turn them out. ‘ ‘ 

A couple.of weeks ago 1 heard Jolson on the air, clowning around with 
Bing Crosby. Voom and double Voom! And when the child prodigy 
leveled on a song, even the sponsors were happy. It was like the Twen. 
tieth Century making up time on a straight ‘stretch of track. For the first 
timte this season, people got really excited about the Old Groaner’s pros 
gram. 

The other boy wonder, Chevalier, is even younger than Jolson. 
still rides half-fare on the Paris Metro. 

I was there the other night when he opened his one-man show at the 
Henry Miller theatre. A thousand smarties paid up to $9.60 a ducat to see 
the youth in the straw skimmer. Their cheers at eleven o'clock showed 
they thought he was the nicest thing France had invented since cham. 
pagne. 

Just over from the Old Country, Monsieur Chevalier didn’t quite know 
his way around. Instead of backing himself up with $200,000 worth of gin- 
gerbread and feathers, he appeared on a stage with nothing but some old 
portieres, and a fellow named Irving at the piano. Poor Maurice missed 
out on a lot of sure-fire laughs—seltzer in the face, breakaway suspenders, 
cows falling out of the ceiling, and “the funny thing that happened to him 
on the way to the theatre.” But, remembering his youth, we forgave him, 

Chevalier took us on a two-hour tour of a picture postcard world, where 
gentlemen wear flowers in their buttonholes and gendarmes kiss the nurse- 
maids in the park. He reminded us that despite the Big Four conference 
there were still such things as love and Chanel No. 5. 

At one point in the show he strutted out in a top hat, white muffler and 
a blue coat. The audience applauded. For a change, here was a man who 
could really wear a top hat, white muffler and a blue coat. 

A lot of actors I chum around with may not like this statement. but I 
don't think there’s a man in the American musical theatre with half the 
talent and class of this kid from France. 

I would suggest the talent scouts keep an eye on Jolson and Chevalier. 
I think these youngsters are going places. 

Copyright, 1947, by 


Pagnol Made Member 
Of Academie Francaise 


Paris, March 18. 
Marcel Pagnol will become the 
first member of the film industry to 
be formally entered in the Academie 
Francaise on March 27, when he 
makes his initiation speech before 
assembled members. 


Pagnol was elected to the Acad- 


Probably 


Billy Rose 


|S88 TO PUBLISH BOOK 
OF 100 BERLIN SONGS 


Irving Berlin’s first “outside” 
publication, away from his own 
music pub firms, will be the Simon 
& Schuster book being brought out 
as a prestige item to commemorate 
the songsmith’s 40th anniversary. It 
will probably be simply titled 





$100,000 to $200,000 if it’s filmable at 
all. Unscrupulous company—or an 
individual, for that matter—could 
then unload the volume at a large 
profit. 


Second danger, as the story eds 
see it, is more subtle. It lies in the 
great store placed in the best-seller 
lists by studio execs, stars, directors 


core, a swing version of “Tit Wil-| York in 15 hours 30 minutes in a 
low.” | TWA Constellation, covering Shan- 
The frankness of her stories and;non to Gander portion of trip in 
the wide range of her songs literally | only 7 hours 25 minutes, by benefit 
created a sensation. |of a strong tailwind. Hop from New 
I said in my subsequent speech: | York to Los Angeles also via TWA 
“Although one swallow cannot make | Constellation. 
a rar it is pete that even our Wire services and New ~ York 
‘ nar ', terrible wintey would have been | dailies gave flight a heavy play, with 
and producers, Very frequently, for worse if one artin had not flown | Douglas Gilbert doing soeuiel inter- 


instance, a name player will con- | 4 gngland.” e , 
sider a role in a certain story under Paice vom view for N. Y. World Telegram. 


no circumstances—until he or she | 


suddenly discovers the book mount- | . 
ing the best-seller columns. Then | un on emo un ( ll 
the player does a quick change of | 0 ec S$ 


mind. In many cases a_ studio's | 


$5.000 or $10,000 investment in ° » 
phonily getting a book on the tally | t | N t Sh 
sheet would pay off in this manner | 9 in ” ar = l e OW 


many times over. System would 
likewise be valuable in interesting By 
producers and directors in doing 





BILL BROGDON |proximately $27,000. Coin raised 
Los Angeles, March 25. from the air pitch swelled the take 
properties they'd otherwise give the It took Damon Runyon to bring |to close to $30,000. 
go-by. 'vaude back to the Los Angeles Para- Program packed 21 names that 
Publicity value to a company of , mount stage, It was a show that he | started into their acts at 10:15 p.m., 
having a book on the list is also | would have enjoyed. | after _ Preview screening of “My 
worth considerably more than a| Honoring the memory of the vet | Favorite Brunette.” It was 1:15 a.m. 
$5,000 expenditure, which story eds | "@wsman, columnist and author, a | before the curtain came down to 
see as another danger if there |™illion dollars’ worth of talent|end flesh part of the show. With a 
should be any spreading of the of- | gathered at the Paramount to raise Standout list of names, it was Red 
fers to give tomes the false needle. ™ONeY for the Damon Runyon Mem- | Skelton and Al Jolson who proved 
| orial Fund for Cancer Research. The | to be the top acts of the evening, 
|program and sidelines ‘raised close and that’s without taking anything 
; “He | to $30,000. jaway from the other entertainers 
‘Tarzan Makes Millions It also was an entertainment suc-| who donated time and talent for the 
/cess, an evening of variety talent | event. 
Hollywood, March 25. that would be impossible to buy | Kickoff for the portion of the 





emie on the strength of his film 
“Marius.” His “Well-Digger's 
Daughter” currently is on release in 
U. S. Pagnol postponed a trip to 
America because it would conflict 
with his entry into the academy. 


Coast Friars Hike Fees 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Membership of the new Friars 
Club of California passed the 200 
mark, and the initiation fee was 
boosted to $300. Ceiling on mem- 
bership has been placed at 500. 





possession of its 
April 5. 


new. clubhouse 





Melchior’s Bloomer 
Hollywood, March 25. 

Lauritz Melchior pulled a Cor- 
rigan and wound up in Blooming- 
ton, Ill., instead of Bloomington, Ind.. 
where he was due for a concert 
Monday (24) night. His orchestra 
went on without him at the Indiana 
university auditorium. 

Tenor notified school officials he'll 
come April 2 instead. 





KURT WEILL IN PALESTINE 


Jerusalem, March 18. 





Sol Lesser’s “Tarzan’s Desert Mys-| without such a cause to prompt it.'show broadcast over the American 
tery” reports a gross of $174,000,000 Sejjout of the house's 3.398 seats | Broadcasting Co. was Eddie Cantor, 
for one week at the Metropole thea- came only a few days after tickets |introduced by Bob Hope. Cantor 
tre in Shanghai. ; went on sale for $10 top. A few out- (brought on the Andrews Sisters, 


Club, operating tinder the bylaws’ 
of the New York Friars, will take | 








“Words and Music By Irving Ber- 
lin,” with foreword and editing by 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d, covering 
some 20,000 words in addition to the 
book of 100 of Berlin’s most repre- 
sentative songs. Text will give 
biographical detail on some of tne 
tunes. Book will be handled like 
S&S’ “Gilbert & Sullivan” book 
which Deems Taylor edited. Its 
primed for the Xmas holidays. 
Berlin left Saturday (22) for the 
Coast to concentrate on “Easter 
Parade,” the Metro filmusical, 1 
the next six. weeks. Production 
slated for September and due for 
Easter season release in “48. 





Metro’s Anne Ayars 
As ‘Traviata’ Lead 


Second opera-minded screen player 
to hit N. Y.’s high C’s this season 8 
Anne Ayars, Metro contractee, whe 
been signed to sing lead role of 
Violetta in “La Traviata” for N. 
City Opera Co. April 6. Player @P 
peared in several “Dr, Kildare’ P™ 

Anne Jeffreys, RKO player. came 
east last fall to sing opera “ ith the 
Salmaggi Co. in Brooklyn, a:ft is now 
a featured performer in the Broad 


_way legiter “Street Scene.” 


| 


Composer Kurt Weill is here from | which signed her for the fc’ 


.N. Y. en route to visit his parents 


| who live in Naharia. 


| Izhak Torkanovsky, young violinist,;of pace from the stage an 





Celeste’s New Pact 
Hollywood, March 25, 
Celeste Holm has been inked to 


a new acting contract by 20th-Fe i 
me leac 


in “Nightmare Alley.” 


Actress will have complete change 


screen 


P. S.—Chinese money is equiva-|side appearances by Bob Hope plug- | Burns and Allen, Cary Grant, Jerry | from Palestine, left for U. S. fer a| musicals in which she has appeared 


lent to about $12,000 in U. S. coin. ‘ging event brought total up to ap-'. (Continued on page 56) 


i series of concerts. 





until now. 
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Decree Virtually Set to Start April 1 


Unless intercepted by the Supreme court in response to the majors’ 


leas, the decree starts actual operations on most of its cylinders 


April 


That date was fixed by the Government under a letter recently for- 


warded to the 


Wright. 
follows: 


April 1, 


Price-fixing henceforth out. 


PASS wr 


companies by special asst attorney general Robert L. 
Timetable of what comes first and what 


applies later is as 


1947 


Joint agreements on clearance become illegal. 
Excessive clearance agreements are void. 
Franchises existing are voided and no more 
Formula deals and master agreements are out. 

Block booking must be discontinued. 

Ban on theatre expansion by the Big Five becomes effective. 
Ban against operating or booking features through an agent who 


can be made. 


also ‘represents another exhibitor indie or affiliate becomes operative. 
9. Arbitration system no longer operative except to wind up al- 


ready existing proceedings. 


10. Ban against arbitrarily refusing demand of an exhib for a run 
selected by the exhib becomes effective. 
July 1, 1947 
1. Competitive selling becomes mandatory. 


2. All pooling arrangements must be dissolved as 


of this date. 


April 1, 1949 


i. Partial divorcement must be completed. 
buy out or sell to partners, indie or affiliate, 
a major owns more than 5% and less than 95% 





Big Five required to 
with all relations in which 
at an end on this date. 











Goetz-Brulatour Want Republic To a 
Take In More Indie Producers On % 


One of the 
by the Goetz-Brulatour interests as 
result of their decision to take a 
more active part in the management 
of Republic Pictures will be the 
opening up of the company to more 
participating deals with indie pro- 
ducers. They feel that partially re- 
sponsible for the failure of Rep to 
run up earnings in proportion to 
those of other companies during the 
recent lush years, was a niggardly 
policy toward available indies, thus 
discouraging them from working 
through the studio. 

With the Harry and Ben Goetz 
families and Brulatour, Inc., who to- 
gether own more of Rep than prexy 
Herbert J. Yates and his associates, 
acquiring six of the 14 places on 
the board April 1, a set policy is ex- 
pected to be established concerning 
participation deals. Goetz and Bru- 
latour interests are of the opinion 
that lack of a definite policy has 
hurt, with producer Frank Borzage 
having received an overly-generous 
deal, while other important indies 
weren't offered enough to attract 
them. 

G-B agrees with Yates in that Rep 
should handle a certain number of 
prestige films each year in the 
zi 000,000 and higher class. However, 
hey feel that considerably more 
care should be given to choice of 

(Continued on page 15) 


Joan Crawford Exits 
USP Chore, Scripters 
Sue Sperling for 2406 


Hollywood, March 235. 
Suit goes on file in the state su- 
Perior court today by Anita Loos 
and Joseph Than, seeking $240,000 
_— United States Pictures for al- 
eged breach of contract. 
ney Jacques Leslie, who is 
pe the suit, stated the action 
ate of the two writers having 
isha in the final draft of “White 
§ 8 which USP chief Milton 
perling wanted to withdraw from 
Production. Joan Crawford, who 
ag to have starred, is understood 
aes backed out of the film be- 
a € it called for her to play a 
ae addicted to sleeping pills, 
nang She felt was a bad follow up 
m having just played the role of 
an alcoholic in “Humoresque.” 
ane go is former vice prexy of Mi- 
le el Curtiz Productions, which re- 
— through Warners, as does 








Warner, Sperling East 


Harry M. 
ew York 


yl weeks. He'll be accompanied 
d ilton Sperling, indie WB pro- 
ove (U. S. Pictures). 
to — Warner may follow the pair 
" . ew York the succeeding week 
in “ag from there to London. Trip 
sit Ses on WB's English production 
“ation at that time. 


Warner is expected in 


from the Coast in about | 


changes to be sought * 








| ceived 





Como Ankles 20th 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Como asked for and re- 
his release from 20th-Fox 
yesterday (24) after six months} 
dickering with studio for his free- 
dom, 

Singer, who had been’ under 


Perry 


TAK LIFT, UPPED 
OUALES CUE 


1946, the film indu try’s 
| all-time profits year, will rack up 

| net of $125,000,000 (or a_ shade 
} below) for ail majors, except U Inited 








Fisca 


| Artists, when the last two returns 
that of Paramount and RKO—are 
| n. The smashing total, in the mai 
due to the lifting of the exces 
profits tax last year and a general 
rise in b.o. admission scales, grew 


into a certainty with the announce- 
ment of 20th-Fox that its all-year 
profits totalled $22,600,000. 

Paramount which has reported a 
9-month take of $33,877,009 is under- 
stood to be readying a statement 
which will show :43,000,000 or there- 
abouts for the year, RKO’s 
estimated at $13,000,000 with the 
company already reporting $9,963.906 
|for the first three quarters. With 
i those estimates, the exact total would 
be $123,998,653 or a shade unde 
double the heretofore record sum of | 
$65,257,000 which the majors knocked 
off in °45. 


Analysis of the °46 theatre biz re- 
veals the sources of the $60,000,000 
advance over ’45. Of that sum, $35.- 

(Continued on page 15) 








contract for about four years and | 
had made three films in that time, 
had been reported very unhappy at | 
20th by his agent, Milton Krasny, 
of General Artists Corp. 


Pickford-Cowan 
Claim $15,000,000 
In New Prods. 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Guarantee of sufficient stage space 
on Goldwyn lot to assure room for 
seven films during next 18 to 24 
months is being sought by Mary 





Pickford and Lester Cowan of Artists | 


Alliance, who insist they will - 
$15,000,000 worth of properties 
that time. Demand for stage nial 
guarantee needed, 
ers, 
Disciple,” 
England, 
Other 
lot for consideration of 
“One Touch of Venus,” 
Revisited,” “The Beckoning 
One.” “Sorrell and Son,” “The Pres- 
ident’s Husband” and “Free Press.” 


Mrs. Spitz Set to Indie 


Produce Palestine Theme 
Hollywood, March 25. 

Mrs. Frankie Spitz. 
versal-International chief Leo Spitz, 
is expected to finalize her deal this 
week to screen “Thieves in the 
Night” by Arthur Koestler, 1946 
best-seller about the Palestine sit- 
uation. She will produce the film 
with director Irving Reis. 

U-I has no interest or 
with the deal. 


Rank’s hon 1 in Canada 


J. Arthur Rank kicked off 
the weekend on his postwar theatre 
expansion program for Canada. First 
of the chain of new the 
Odeon in North Sydney, Nova Scotia, 
opened its doors Saturday (22) under 
partnership of A. I. Garson and 
Odeon Theatres of Canada, Ltd. 

Attending opening bally were 
I. English. in charge of over-all 
planning of new houses in C anada, | 
and George W. Peters, exec asst to 
Odeon’s prez, J. Earl Lawson. 


when latter 


space are 
“Babylon 





connection 


over 


houses, 





say AA produc- | 
who are ready to start “Devil’s | ~ 
returns | 


films submitted to Goldwyn | | 


Fair | 


wife of Uni- | 


Jay | 


‘Sears Celebrates ‘Henry’ 


$1,000,000 Gross in US. 


With first anni of “Henry V” re- 
lease in U.S.-Canada, it was re- 
vealed this week that the picture 


had netted $1,018,000, as of 
15. This total was amassed from 
| 60 playdates, 37 in this country and 
23 in Canada. 

Because this is the net profit, to 
be split between United Artists and 
J. Arthur Rank, it’s rated the big- 
gest ever done by a British-made 
picture in the U. S. to date. The 
greater than $1,000,000 figure is after 
print costs, advertising, rental of | 
theatres, etc. 

Grad Sears tossed a dinner last 
| (Tues.) night at 21 Club in honor 





| of Capt. Harold Auten, Rank rep 
in the U. S.. who’s worked with 
| Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., in handling 


| dates on “Henry V,” and first anni 
of picture's release | in the VU. Ss. 


| 


nette,’ ‘Boomerang,’ 


With Dinner Party in N.Y. 


Report by 20th insures it the 
runner-up spot for the year with | 
only Paramount ahead. Totals for 
the seven companies are as follows: 

1, Paramount . .$43,000,000 
2. 20th-Fox . $22,600,000 
3. Warner Bros. . .$19,424,000 
4. Metro .. $17,958,945 
5. RKO .. . $13,000,000 
6. Universal ..... $4,565,219 
7. Columbia . $3,450,489 


Storm in the middlewest the first | 
| rating. 


| of this week plus rain along the At- 

lantic seaboard will cut into business 
\this stanza but the overall coin pic- 
ture is bright. In some key 
warmer weather is attracting 
‘trons away from the theatre. 


pa- 
This 


cities, | 


is particularly true of Los Angeles | 


! 
and San Francisco. Despite the rain- | 


fall last Monday in eastern states, 
both New York and Philadelphia are 
showing big totals. Takings were 
unusually fine over the past week- 
end. 

Race to get into the Golden Dozen 
of top grossers narrows down to 
“Best Years” (RKO) and “Favorite 
| Brunette” (Par) for top position 
l“Years” is winning first slot by a 
fairly narrow margin. “Brunette” is 
playing in only nine keys covered 
by Vaniery—while “Years” currently 


| other 


ic in some 14. Both are smash, and 
way ahead of others this week. 
Remainder of top 12 are. in orde! 

of business, “Boomerang (20th }. 
“Pursued” (WB), “Lady in Lake” 
(M-G), “Locket” (RKO), “Sinbad” 
1(RKO?), “Happened in Brooklyn” | 
l«M-G). “Jolson Story” (Col). “Red! 
House” (UA), “Smash-Up” (U? and 
|“Angel and Badman” (Rep). Three 
others, “Stairway to Heaven” (U) 


| “California” (Par) and 


“Dead Reck-! 


MAJORS’ $125,000,000 NET IN 46 





WB Cancels Playdates on U, Rank 
And Eagle-Lion Pix in Pique Over 
Alleged Raiding May Reach Court 


PEK 


net is} 





(Tuesday) 
court ac 


sterday 
‘alleen 


Iniversal 


was reported tion 


Sues Robt. Cummings | ssainst, Warner’ Bros. as result ot 
. | the WB edict last. week banning all 
P pny oa les. Mare! } 25. U product henceforth from any of 
Suit for $240,0 was filed here ’ nm 4k. ' 
in Superior Court against Robert singh i Bice erage a nt 
Cummings, screen star, by Oscar R. sv Sar retaliation “twa an alleged 
Cummins, charging breach of con- he oy U on _ studio personnel. 
prey : Eagle-Lion, coincidentally, was 
| Cummins declares he has a “non- marering under exactly the same 
cancellable” pact with Cummings, | WB action, and likewise, for what 
dated Nov. 14, 1945, guaranteeing Harry and Jack Warner considered 
his services for a period of seven an “unfair” studio raid. E-L, hows 
years. He contends he was dis- | ©ve': rather than threatening suits 
| charged six years too early for injunctions and damages was 
sbeinilgitiaiaicaiaia taking a conciliatory attitude in en- 
leavoring to get its product back 
into int » Warner house 
oreign spects I otiations by William Goet- 
| Universal - International production 
‘ waiver with WB producer Robert 
Buckner brought about the ban on 
No. | Subject (Of | that company's pix, while the deal 
|}set with Joan Leslie by Bryan Foy, 
| E-L studio chief, called down the 
| drastic Warner retaliatory measure 
! 





/ Assn. in 


| 


|} week, - in 


} 


| 


|of a short, 


| preside 


MPA Meet Mon. 


Consideration of the foreign sit- 
uation tops the agenda for the an- 
nual meeting of the Motion Picture 
New York next Monday 
(31). All company prexies who are 
in the east at the time are slated | 

attend the session, with v.p.s. 
subbing where necessary. Eric John- 
MPA 


Washington 


ston prexy, is 
from the 
order to be on 
at the meeting. 
President's lengthy annual report, 
customarily made public, will be 
|dispensed with this year in favor 
informal review of 1946. 
Johnston will save his major pro- 
(Continued on page 62) 


Coast this 


‘Hellinger, Bogart In 
1-a-Year Long-Termer 


March | 





| 


' 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Long-term deal, for one film an- 
nually, has been inked between Mark 
Hellinger and Humphrey 
calling for 
Bogart will star. 
ticket allows him 
the lot each year. 
Hellinger’s termer with the actor 


Actor’s Warner 


one film 


| will not affect his Mark Hellinger | 


| 
| 
| 
' 


| Productions, Inc., which will con- 


returning to} 


hand to} 


in that quarter. 
Edict concerning E-L 
down to WB theatremen 
(Continued on page 22) 


U. S. Filmers Won't Be 
Napping This Year At 
Brussels Film Festival 


was handed 
Friday, 


Paris, March 25. 
European managers of the Motion 
|Picture Assn. of America have 


|given their 
ito the 


lin Brussels. 


Bogart | 
. ° . . . | 
joint production in which | 


| 


outside | 





tinue to do three high-budgeters an- | 


nually for Universal-International 


release. Tentatively, pair plan to 
make their first film in early Sep- 
tanaber. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Midwest Storm Hurts But Biz Solid—‘Years,’ 
‘Pursued’ Head List 


‘Bru- 


oning” (Co]), just missed the higher 


Besides these in the Golden Dozen, | 
“Car- | 

and 
(WB) are} 


(20th), 
(20th) 


“Late George Apley” 
nival in Costa Rica” 
“That Way With Women” 
new entries with one or 
ings this stanza. “Apley” is doing a 
great $140,000 at the N. Y. Music 
Hall on its first week. “Carnival” is 
feeling the lull in L. A. and looks to 
do only $53,000 in four theatres 
there. “Women” 
tively well in three key cities. 
Another newcomer, “Devil Thumbs 
a Ride” (RKO) 
N. Y. and Cincinnati. In latter own, 
help of band is boosting it to sock 
session. In N. Y. picture is 
enough to win holdover. 
Rapid 
standout, since 
Universal apparently 
“Smash-Up,” based 
doing this frame. 
Doubloon” (20th). 
film, is rated as 
Showing 


two book- 


rise of “Stairway” was 


rently. has a 
real grosser in 
on the biz it is 
“Brasher 
new 
Baltimore. 
‘Brooklyn” is entirely on 
done in L. A. and N. Y. 
Rose” (Rep) is 
well in K. C. 
(Complete Boxoffice Reports 
on Pages 10-11) 


an- 
nice in 


business 
“Apache 


is faring compara- | 


teed off strongly in | 


strong 


in only five keys cur- | 


made by | 


described as doing | 
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unreserved endorsement 
World Film Festival, sched- 
uled for the entire month of June 
MPA flackery in Eu- 
has been combined under the 
supervision of Elias Lapinere to 
certain Hollywood product 
featured billing along with 
films from England and Russia, Lat- 
ter two countries completely out- 
shadowed U. S. industry at last 
year’s Cannes festival. 

Lapinere returned last week from 
a three-day trip to Brussels, where 
he implemented arrangements set 
up during his first trip recently. 
Present plans call for each of the 
U. S. majors to enter one feature 
in the prize contest. Walt Disney, 
Sam Goldwyn and Enterprise Pro- 
ductions are also expected to have 
one feature entered. 
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N. Y. Censor Chief Explains Breen OK 
Not Always OK; Stance on Foreign Pix 


State censor boards have both the + 
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right and responsibility to pass on 
Hollywood product whether or not 
it's been approved by the Produc- 
tion Code Administration, according 


to Dr. Ward Bowen, acting director 
of the N. Y. Board of Education’s 
motion picture division, which serves | 
as the state’s censor body. Although | 





ef the warning issued to Hollywood | 
producers last week by Eric John- | 
aston, prexy of the Motion Picture 
Assn., it’s believed to indicate that 
most state boards will continue to; 
exercise strict censorship whether or | 
not Hollywood takes Johnston’s ad- | 
vice to adhere more closely to the} 
PCA code. 

Dr. Bowen pointed out that the 
state boards are not bound by the 
PCA. 'N. Y. board, he declared, will 
continue to respect and consider all 
decisions made by Joe Breen’s office. 
But, he pointed out, the state boards 
after all must carry out provisions 
of their respective state laws and 
if a film passed by the PCA still does 
not meet the requirements of those 
laws, then the state boards can be 
expected to clamp down on it. 
(Johnston, in a series of huddles 
with studio toppers last week, 
warned them that unless they fol- 
lowed the Production Code to the 
letter, state censorship of films 
loomed as more than a likely possi- 
bility.) 

In reply to why the N. Y. board 
often passes certain sequences in for- 
eign pictures that would definitely 
be nixed if they cropped up in 
Hollywood films, Dr. Bowen pointed 
out that some foreign countries are 
more tolerant in what to present on 
the screen than is the U. S. He at- 
tributed this not to the fact that the 
code of personal conduct in those 
countries istooser than in the U. S., 
but rather to a different way of re- 


} 
| 
i 
} 
| 


Sex, Alky in Pix Okay 


Writers’ Row Reopens 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Rupture is reported beiween the 
Screen Writers Guild and the Au- 
thors League of America over the 
proposal to license all literary mate- 
rial under the seal of the American 
Authors Authority. 

Proposition is backed by SWG, 
but the Authors League is under- 





Sez Johnston, But— | 
Hollywood, March 25. 4 

Sex is okay on the screen, in the | 
opinion of Eric Johnston, chief of | 
the Motion Picture Assn., in a talk } 
with film producers before his de-| 


le j ined | parture for Washington, but it must 
nic ste . a6 « > ‘Ee | 
his statement was made in advanc | be Almed 


in good taste, 

Guzzling of liquor, he added, must | 
be kept at a minimum required by | 
the needs of the story, in order to 





avoid offense to the family, “the } 
cornerstone of our economy.” 
Johnston will announce a succes- | 


sor to Byron Price as 
MPA this week in Washington. 





N. y. Judge Named | 3:3: labor policies. 


pressed by MPA prexy Eric John- | 


Big Biz, Pic Glamor 


- Aide to Breen 


Former Judge Stephen S. Jackson, 
outstanding New York authority on 
juvenile delinquency, has been 
named by Motion Picture Assn. 
prexy Eric Johnston to the Produc- 
tion Code Administration, it 
confirmed by Judge Jackson's office 
yesterday (Tuesday). He leaves the 
law firm of Jackson & Pavarini next 
Monday (31) and heads for Holly- 
wood later in the week. 

Jackson, 48 years old, was for 10 
years a justice of the children’s 
court in New York, handling ju- 
venile and domestic relations cases. 
He is also a member of the Mayor's 
Child Cadre Commission, on the 
board of the Welfare Council of the 
City of New York and on the board 
of the Police Athletic League. 

Likewise extremely active in Cath- 
olic circles, Jackson 





garding such matters. 

Such films as “Open City,” con- 
sequently, an Italian-made_ produc- 
tion with a decided lesbian theme, 
and the French-made “Children of 
Paradise,’ which leaves little to the 
imagination as far as adultery is 
concerned, have both been granted a 
N. Y. state seal. Such films are ap- 
proved mainly because they depict 
such things in the light of a foreign 
atmosphere and not in that of the 
VU. S. 

More Censor Bills 
Washington, March 25. 

Motion picture censorship bills 
are currently pending in Delaware 
and Iowa, with the industry keep- 
ing an eye on both states and its 
fingers crossed. Feeling here is that 
the bill probably will die without 
too much difficulty in Delaware, but 
the Motion Picture Assn. is watching 
the situation in Iowa closely. 


Previously censorship legislation 
was introduced and killed in Indiana 
and West Virginia during their cur- 
rent sessions. Film censorship laws 
have existed for some time in New 
York, Maryland, Pennsylvan a, Vir- 
ginia, Kansas and ‘Ohio. 

MPA has aiso been watching tax 
legislatior in various states. While 
the general belief was the states, 
hard pressed for additional revenue, 
would pile extra taxes on theatre 
admissions, this has not been hap- 
pening in recent months. Reason 
has been that the Federal govern- 
ment has kept on its 20% bite in- 
definitely. In few states ha_ there 
been genuine pressure to up the 
levy beyond that mark. 





Disney to Whittle Heavy 
Overseas Cartoon Backlog 


Heavy overseas backlog of Disney 


Productions’ cartoon films 
mulated through the war years will 
be whittled down the rest of the 
year, according to Disney assistant 
international sales head Leo Samuels 
who arrived in New York. Friday 
421) aboard the Queen Elizabeth 
after a two-month junket abroad. 
He said release schedules had been 
set up in most countries that had 
been affected by the war. 

Citing an example of how Disney 
product had mounted the past six 
years, Samuels pointed out that his 
company hadn't released a single 
film in Italy since “Snow White.” He 
visited France, Switzerland, Spain, 
Sweden and England and noted that 
in. many of these countries company 
will have to make dubbed versions 
in each land according to local regul- 
lations. 


|, tees and organizations. 


a large number of diocese commit- 
He was born 


|in Springfield, Mass., and educated 


jat Holy Cross and Harvard Law 


School. 
Judge Jackson’s appointment to 
the PCA is the first important 


change in the top command since 
the accession of Joe Breen as ad- 
ministrator 13 years ago. except for 
years ago. Breen is reportedly suf- 


and addition of Jackson is appar- 


ently designed to relieve him of 
some of the top administrative 
duties. Jackson returned from the 


Coast Monday (24), where he 
been huddling with Johnston and 
studio toppers. 


THEATRES PLEDGE TO 
‘ADOPT’ GREEK ORPHANS 











Plans for each theatre in the 
country to “adopt” a Greek war 
orphan for one year were an- 


nounced at a luncheon of the film 
,industry’s appeal for Greek orphans 
jat the Hotel Astor, N. Y., Monday 
| (24). Campaign is being conducted 
in honor of Spyros Skouras, 20th- 
| Fox prexy, with each theatre to 
| donate $80, which will clothe and 
| feed one orphan for one year. 

Si Fabian, co-chairmanning the 
drive with Jack Cohn and Ned E. 
| Depinet, outlined his committee's 


plans at the luncheon. Emcee Peter | 
introduced Harold Russel, ! 


! Donald 
'Maurice Chevalier, George Skouras, 
|Greek embassy charge d'affaires 
|Paul Economou-Gouras and others, 
|who pointed out that, with every 
[theatre contributing, more than 15,- 
| 000 orphans could be taken care of. 
Fred Schwartz was toastmaster of 
the affair. 

Reports from the field, meanwhile. 


will be met. Allied Theatres of 


| Eastern Pennsylvania have pledged 


$80 for each house and the Warner 
and Comerford chains have 


isimilar commitments. Jay Emanuel 


has agreed to “adopt” one orphan 
for each of his theatres and George 
Skouras has already 


| check for his 50 houses. Other parts 


,of the 


country report similar re- 


sults, 


LIBERTY BUYS ‘BUS’ 


Hollywood, March 25. 


John Steinbeck’s “The Wayward 


Bus,” a bestseller, was purchased by | 
Liberty Films for late summer film- | 


ing. 
George Stevens will produce. fol- 





lowing his current chore on “! ee 


member Mama” at RKO. 


veepee of | 
} 


was | 


has served on | 


Breen’s brief term at RKO about six | 


fering somewhat from ill health now | 


had | 


made | 


forwarded a | 


stood to insist on working | out its 
own destiny without “outside” in- 
fluence, 


Boren May Ease 
Pat Casey's Job 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Charles S. Boren has been ap- 
| pointed manager of labor relations 
for the Association of Motion Pic- 
ture Producers in Hollywood and 
| will have charge of all contract ne- 
gotiations and formulation of the 





Appointment follows desire ex- 
'ston to have his own labor rep in 
Hollywood. Union relations for 
vears have been handled by Pat 
“asey, who-holds no status in the 
MPA and thus is outside of John- 
ston’s jurisdiction. Jonnston created 
something of an uproar about a 
lyear ago when he suggested he 


4 


wanted a man under his own wing} 


| to replace Casey. 
itumult thus set off, the whole busi- 
ness was temporarily allowed to die 
;}out and nothing was heard of 
| Johnston’s plan until Boren’s ap- 
| pointment last week. New move, it 
lis thought by insiders, is likely a 
prelude to Casey, easing some of 
the load in the Hollywood labor 
scene, 

Boren steps out of current job as 
Paramount industrial relations head 
April 1, and will be succeeded in 
that post by Ted Leonard. Boren has 
been with Paramount for 12 years, 
holding studio manager post from 
| 1941-1945. At one time he was coun- 
sellor of men and assistant football 
|coach at University of Southern 
California. 





Pressburger in U. S. To 
Cast Rank (Sanders) Pic 


| Arnold Pressburger returned to 


.the U. S. Friday (21) aboard the | 
Queen Elizabeth in search of a 
femme lead for his forthcoming 


Rank release, “Then and Now,” to 
star George Sanders. Film was 
originally listed by United Artists, 
|in Amterica, according to Press- 
burger, but the recent litigation with 
|'Hedy Lamarr cued switching his 
film to Rank. Contract with the 
‘latter calls for one film, which re- 
quirement “Now” will fulfill, and 
after which Pressburger plans to re- 
turn to Hollywoed to make “Last 
Year's Snow” to complete his UA 
pact. 


with Italian exteriors and inside 
lensing scheduled for the Denham 
| Studios. Film’s budget will run 
around $2,000,000 and director will 
be Tearle Dickens. Film is an Eng- 
lish version of “Gaslight” written by 
| Simon Hartcourt Smith. It'll go into 
release in the spring of 1948. 
Pressburger said that France pre- 
;sents a bad bet to American film- 
| makers now, since there's virtually 
ino, way to estimate costs. The en- 
| tire studio sifuation there is uncer- 
'tain and no one can cepend upon 
budget. 








| 20th Renews Kohlmar 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Fred Kohimar renewed his pro- 
ducer contract with 20th-Fox and 
headed for New York to handle pro- 
duction on “The Kiss of Death.” 
Picture is being shot on actual lo- 
cations in Manhattan, Sing Sing and 





accu- | indicate the goal of 15,000 theatres | other characteristic Eastern spots, 


with Henry Hathaway as director. 
| 
| N. Y. to L. A. 
Irving Berlin 
| Herbert Biberman 
Vern Caldwell 
Gene Dabney 
| Armand Deutsch 
| Bryan Foy 
} William Goetz 
| Tom Gries 
Hal Horne 
| Benn Jacobson 
| Frank Launder 
Jerry Mason 
Donald Nelson 
Ed Perkins 
Monte Proser 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 
Frank Satenstein 
Si Seadier 


! 


} 
} 


' 
| 


As a result of the | 


“Now” will go into work in July, | 


Important Move to Compute Taxes 
On Cost-Recovery Basis for Films 





'Hersholt Urges Acad 
Boost to Arts, Sciences 


Hollywood, March 25, 
The Oscar Derby is not the most 
important event on the agenda of 
the Motion Picture Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, according to Jean 
Hersholt, prexy of same. The hope 





is that the Academy will take really | 
definite action toward the advance- |Carole Lombard. 


ment of the arts and sciences be- 
fore the next Academy Award, ac- 
cording to Hersholt, discussing the 
large amount of work done during 
the year by that institution, 

| Next election of the Academy will 
| be heid April 15, at which 22 mem- 
| bers, representing 11 branches of 
}the film industry will be chosen. 
| These 22 will meet April 26 to ap- 
‘point officers for the next year. 





Cast for Rank Fete 


| Thomas W. Lamont, Harvey Gib- 
son and other top bankers from in- 
| stitutions in New York, Boston, 

Cleveland, 
| Angeles, which do film industry 
financing will be among the 1,500 
guests invited to the Motion Pic- 
ture Association’s 25th anniversary 
dinner, at which J. Arthur Rank 
will be honored. Shindig at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., has been set 
for May 8, the day after the British 
film and flour tycoon arrives in 
the U. S. 

MPA staff committe®, headed by 
veepee Francis Harmon, is deter- 
mined not to spare the hosses in 
getting a topnotch representation of 
glamorous and significant names at 


7 / 
hg 


Important move is under 
obtain reeognition from the Bureay 
of Internal Revenue of the costs 
recovery basis for amortizin Negae 
tive costs on pix as a metho tor 
computing Federal profit taxes. Sub. 
ject comes up for mulling by the T. 
men in a petition for review of a tay 
agent’s ruling filed by Romaine Film 
Corp. (United Artists’ subsid), pro. 


Way to 





ducer of the oldie “To Be or Not to 
Be” which starred Jack Benny and 
The proceeding, 
incidentally involving some $70,009 
in disputed taxes, tests whether the 
T-men can insist that the bite on 
pix must be paid off on an estimated 
expectancy of profit basis i 

Question is considered timely and 
important by industry tax experts, 
it’s said, because the entire problem 
has been tossed into the arena by 
the anti-trust decree’s competitive 
bid selling. Under the estimated 
expectancy method, heretofore the 
norm in computing industry taxes, 
profits are charged off and taxes 





San Francisco and Los |} 


| the dinner from Hollywood, business | 


and Government. 
signed to aid on preparations are 
Arthur DeBra, Fred W. DuVall, 
David Palfreyman, Ted Smith, Glen 
Allvine, Dorothea Lutjens and Dena 
Alexander, 


MPA 


| Industry committee sponsoring the 
dinner consists of Spyros Skouras, 


staffers as- | 


accrue against a distrib from the 
moment a pic is released on a stand- 
ard scale of amortization of nega. 
tive costs. It permits a revenue 
agent to estimate probable profits for 
the fiscal period, over and above de. 
ductions on negative costs, and 
makes the tax bite payable at the ex. 
piration of that period. 


Decree Angle 


Contention of a number of tax 
experts is that this method for indie 
producers, at least, has become out- 
moded because of the workings of 
the decree. It's argued that 
bid selling makes estimates of 
profits entirely too speculative 
for the estimated expectancy 
method to be feasible for future 
tax computations. Consequently, it 
permits all income on a pic to be 
charged to its cost until that’s fully 
paid for and then to charge to bal- 
ance as net profits. 

Petition by Romaine Corp. seeks 
to establish that principle with the 
future effects of the decree in mind. 
It's alleged that Walter Wanger in 
1941, while he had a distribution 
pact with UA, became interested in 
“To Be” which was to be produced 


and directed by Ernest Lubitsch, 
Later, Sir Alexander Korda took 
|over Wanger’s interest in the pic 


Ned Depinet, Jack Cohn, Joseph R. | 


Vogel, Claude F., 
O'Connor, Harry 
Herman Robbins. 
Nate Blumberg, niversal’s prexy, 
has called off an elaborate dinner 


Lee, John J. 
Goldberg and 


but subsequently withdrew in favor 
of UA itself and the distrib company 
arranged the necessary financing. To 
complicate matters, Miss Lombard 
| was killed before the film was com- 
| pleted. 


Romaine used the cost-recovery 


by U's board of directors intended | basis in computing profits but was 
| to fete Rank. Affair had been slated | overruled by a revenue agent who 


| for May 8 and Blumberg’s eancella- 
_tion leaves Rank free to attend the 
Johnston ceremony, 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Robert Armstrong 
Mort Blumenstock 
Sid Blumenstock 
Benedict Bogeaus 
Clarence Brown 
Sidney Buchman 
Donald Buka 

| Edward Cheyfetz 
Richard Conte 
Gladys Cooper 
Bing Crosby 
Howard DeSilva 
Seymour Friedman 
Joe Glaser 

David E. Green 
Richard Greene 
Gordon Griffith 
Edmund Gwenn 
Edgar B. Hatrick 
Sam Hayes 
George Jessel 
Eric Johnson 

Col. Jason Joy 
Fred Kohlmar 
Carl Leserman 
John Loder 
Leslie Mitchel] 
Tom Morahan 
Dolores Moran 
Gorham Munson 
John Nesbitt 
Jovce O'Hara 
Helen Parrish 
Louella O. Parsons 
Bill Peirce 

Bill Pine 

Robert Pirosh 
Dick Powell 

Sam Prager 
Quentin Reynolds 
Jonas Rosenfield 
Robert Rossen 
Oscar Serlin 
Stirling Silliphant 
Sam Spewack 
Robert Stevenson 
Hunt Stromberg 
Gene Tierney 











fixed a penalty because the producer 
failed to pay proportionate part of 
the taxes during the period immedi- 
ately following film’s release. Peti- 
tion declares: “If it. be remembered 
that this income tax is based on a 
mere guess as to profits made four 
months after general release, and not 
on actual profits, the fiscally whimsi- 
cal nature of the agent's actions be- 
comes apparent.” 

Pointing to factors such as 
death of Miss Lombard and the 
theme of the film, Romaine stresses 
the speculative features of the ven- 
ture. Moreover, fact is cited that the 
commissioner of Internal Revenue 
has consistently permitted cost-re- 
covery method for legit productions, 
other stage attractions and wrestling 
matches “and similar ventures whose 
success or failure depends solely on 
the entertainment of the public.” — 

T. Newman Lawler (O’Brien. Dris- 
coll, Raftery & Lawler) reps for UA 
and Romaine in the proceeding. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Lenore Coffee 
Jack Kevin 
Eugene List 
Yehudi Menuhin 
Arch Mercey 
Fulton Oursler 
Terence Rattigzn 
Eddie Sherman 
Ann Todd 


Europe to N. Y. 

Robert Benjamin 

Arthur Krim 

Jock Lawrence 

Erich Leinsdorf 

Reuben Rosenberg 

Leo Samuels 

Barbara Stanwyck 

Robeit Taylor 

Jack W. Votion 

Robert S. Wolff 

Hellyweed’s Motion Picture Relief 
Fund helped out 7,576 persons in the 
industry during 1946, the Motion 





Picture Assn. has afinounced. 
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000 i indicating that he wanted to open | Both UA Pards East theatregoers disclosed by industry | | 4 $0 
the & his “Monsieur Verdoux on Broad-| Both United Artists owners, polls may be snared by pix originat- 
on way as soon as possible—perhaps | Charles Chaplin and Mary Pick- ing outside of Hollywood’s domain. # Tide of major and minor difficul- 
ited within two weeks—brought a dif- ford, will be - New York by | That, at least, is the growing feeling S ° Ci ° j ties facing U. S. films on world 
. § ference of opinion on the necessity | the end of next week, Chaplin |of many top circuit operators as well yrian immick | fronts continued to grow last week. 
and of embarking on a full-scale pub-| arrived from the Coast Monday jas more than a handful of nabe ex- Beirut, March 20. While there was some slightly en- 
rts, licity and advertising campaign pre- | (24) and Miss Pickford is ex- |hibs who are swinging into sure- New gimmick in the series of couraging clarification of Sweden’s 
lem ceding the preem. UA execs feel a} pected within a week or so. seater operations as surefire b.o. ingenious restrictive devices move the previous week in cutting 
by good campaign could add thousands Chaplin’ is in the east in con- Sentiment, naturally enough, is that has been harassing the off entirely all American film im- j 
tive of dollars to the New Work run and! nection with Broadway opening |shared by the distribs ef British American picture industry re- ports, the U. S. industry suddenly tH 
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the Chaplin is of the opinion that a| Pickford is said to be coming on |are now engaged in a hot race for| been thought up by the Syrian | rier that was keeping its pictures if 
xes, series of simple ads announcing the “a shopping trip.” the rapidly increasing playing-time and Lebanon exchange control from Rumania—and was virtually 
ixes picture, the theatre and the date available to them in the States. authorities. This one’s a honey. impossible to fight since the Rumani- 
the are all that’s required. The derby for screentime which is It requires distribs to pay an ans politely insisted it didn’t exist. 
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ekS § gach week and may preclude a run| His stand supplements that of| Pink Circuit, which currently has Van Johnson’s latest thesp con-| provement. While Sweden accounts a 
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was uing his plans for independent pro- Mirisch Seen in Prod assignment of “Bloomer Girl” to out opinion, ruled the dismissal af- 
3) Auction, He’‘decaredgommitment = | tine eee hed th apn fare ah iy : 
. requir im to send his initial pic, -! M Bu Duo recently finishe e screen- N | Se : : 
we “Halt Caste,” before the cameras in Deal With ONO; DUYS | play for “River Lady,” which wouid 2 ewsree Execs e makes further sppeal to the Court of 
adie about two months. re have been their next production on, © eo: 4 Appeals impossible unless Colymbia 
eti- Kelly is partnered in an indie Indpls. Keith s for 2506 chore. Their last completed pic- No Tilt in Admission, can obtain permission of either the ; 
rol Unit with writer Barney Glazer, ‘ ‘risch, who bowed out | ture on the lot was “Slave Girl,” “ Appellate Division or the higher } 
na Who is scripting “Caste.” Harold J. Mirisch, who bow ain still awaiting release They will take But Bally as Biz Hypo court. : : : 
our recently as RKO Theatres ~ a fishing vacation on Lake Meade ; , Victors in the suit, along with 
not buyer, met in Chicago over the | before announcing a new hookup. Agreeing with industry estimates |Krasna, are Bernard Hart and 
nsi- Levin Again Tak 0 weekend with Steve Broidy, Mono- that grosses at newsreel houses are Joseph Hyman, producers of the .° 
wth es uver gram prez, who was attending a off some 25% to 30% since the end | Broadway vefsion. The trio are as 
° Mono board meeting there. Also Shak Stymi of the war, Milton Weisman, general} cleared of plagiarizing “Dear Mr. ‘ 
the In Cohn-Vidor (Col.) Feud present was Maurice Maurer, = espeare 1€S supervisor of Telenews circuit with | Private,” a story written by Joseph ® 
pol Hollywood, March 25 operates the film holdings of the W ll ) E H a dozen newsreel houses in U. S. key | Hoffman, which Columbia bought. nf 
oo Old Columbia feud Sao ‘alll City Investment Co., N. Y. ees liropean op cities, last week stressed that the| Ruling also smooths legal tangles 
ene Cohn and Charles Vidor ha It- Mirisch said recently that he plans Orson Welles’ plans for appearing newsreel exhib must be constantly |for Paramount since that company 
z : s result-| 0 : duction and it is rso Dp : PP on the alert to promote its programs. | has filmed “Dear Ruth” after buying 
the j ed in the replacement of Vidor as | 8°'8 — 5: Soe , in “Salome” for *Sir Alexander ord. Potad i a 
Fo : d that the confab with ; — : Telenews is not considering ad- | the rights for $450,000. 
nue §@ @irector of “The Man From Colo- |2SUm™ee ; Korda in London this spring have] - , ; 
ree i rado” _ Broidy ties in with that idea. For- ff ‘1 Septemb mission cuts to stimulate business, 
& 0 »,bY Henry Levin. It was the RKO exec went from Chi to bene SUNS Of - Oe Weisman said; also that he was al- ° ¢ 
ons, | gecond recent time Levin was called | ™*" : oe October. Exact date will be de- , A Fil V Blo U 1 
ling © cs i : . his home in Miami Beach and is in the next few weeks by | W2¥YS on the lookout for “exploitable m version ws p ; 
s a pinch-hitter for Vidor on the termined in the y ” . 
ose Columbia lot. First occasion was | °*? ected in New York April 1. outcome of negotiations for his —— a pocen — am °° ; 
on § “The Guilt of Janet Ames,” several |. making of “Macbeth” in Hollywood exhibited Praag mi Hitl re Bve Pc Original Into a Novel ; 
oe: rma ago, while the president and New Keith's Deal For 59 Years Parity ey hoo yo Heri As far as showmanship is con- | “Kiss of Death,” now being filmed af 
sy e director were tossing harsh Indianapolis, March 25. s Met May 15 and May 30 cerned, Weisman claimed one ex-|in New York by 20th-Fox, will be i \. 
names about the studio and the! Keith’s theatre here was sold this | drama ween May n Ga ‘lample where Telenews beat the | published as a novel by Penguin fe 
courtroom. week by Sam Roberts and Nick| There had been a tae te red newsreels to the punch. He stated | Books. Eleazar Lipsky, former as- i 
Cohn’s explanation of the new |Boila of Chicago, to Harold Mirisch, |!" bpar pte Farcen her rT’ lthat it was generally known that | sistant New York district attorney, TP. 
| blowout is that “Colorado” is 13|former picture buyer for RKO, and| time taken on clalgiAl Mex. | President Truman’s speech was to|who wrote the 90-page original mys- | 
| days behind schedule after 22 days|Arthur J. Steele, Florida operator, | Which We ~~ om — deal with Greece. Hence, Weisman |tery yarn under the nom-de-plume 
: of shooting. Vidor declares the/|for a revorted $250,000. New owners | !¢O for Columbia. dug up short subjects on that coun- | Lawrence Blaine, is currently blow- 
we was originally assigned a 60- | take over the lease with 59 years to try stressing Greek political prob- _ the story up to full novel size. 
Y program but was cut down to/run on April 30. ° lems for use in Telenews’ houses. en Hecht did the screenplay from a 
48 days after he was assigned as di- Roberts and Boila acquired the Herb Yates, J. R. Grainger Another proponent of keeping |the yarn, which 20th bought last 7 
p Fector. house in 1942, and operated with} To Tee Off Rep N.Y. Meet | newsreel admittance scale at present | November. Victor Mature is starred \ 
| combination policy until last sum-| gories of three Republic regional | ve! is "— A. “y Le of po _ yy a “4 to — the { 
. P ‘ : ivel te : -, | Embassy ewsree eatres. e | book and release the picture sim- t 
k Koster’s Goldwyn Loan pr yy thay gt oy er 4 ee tas co cstaen andiaes coe | asserted: “We raised our prices a/| ultaneously. , 
4 Won't Stall Cagney Pic | straight film policy, featuring Uni-| 5,1 at the N. Y. Athletic club April | nickel ~e ee > in- | " X rf 
Henry Koster’s loanout from Wil-|V¢Ts4! product. Keith’s is old-time |» 4nq 3. Rep prexy Herbert .| cote dene pepe 234 Pagar dy r Aor Wurtzel’s 1,000th Pic, HM 
iam Cagney to direct “Bishop’s|"°Me of vaudeville here. Yates, Sr., will speak at each confab, | 0" et hl: S thete | 30 Y in H’wood : 
Wife” ; | - liga: .|out that newsreel grosses have their ears in Ww 
tte" for Samuel Goldwyn, will not along with veepee over sales James! d ng Ete + ‘ j 
hold : By—4 s 3 oan | UPS and downs according to the na- Hollywood, March 25. 
up the shooting date for “Time | ’ Indi R. Grainger. Assistant salesmanager |, of the news ; ' { 
or Your Life,” Cagney production | Bracken’s 1st Indie Edward L. Walton, southern division | ” | Sol M. Wurtzel registered his 
Criginally slated for direction by| Eddie Bracken arrives in New! manager Walter L. Titus, Jr., and | ROY ROGERS T | 1,000th film production with the ie 
oster. Latter film will roll in mid- | York today (Tuesday) via plane to! eastern division manager James V. | 0 DISNEY | completion of Second Chance,” his A 
April and several directors are on set lensing arrangements as well as | O’Gara will attend each session. | Hollywood, March 25. | eighth indie picture for 20th-Fox fF 
P he Scanning list at the moment. |cast members for his initial inde-| Second meet is slated for the Hotel | Roy Rogers shifted temporarily release. " x g 
4 Oster was named replacerhent di-| pendent production, “Seven-Fifty | Blackstone, Chicago, April 8 and 9,|from Republic to Walt Disney for | Windup of “Chance” also marked ‘ 
, fector after Bill Seiter, who had han- | Smith.” /to be attended by the southern and | the top role in “Pecos Bill,” a com-| the 30th anniversary of Wurtzel’s a 
led the reins, checked out last week | Bracken will have most of the| midwestern district and branch man-| bination of live action and anima- | arrival in Hollywood as general 
lief and film was shut down due to clash | shooting done in and around Ebbets| agers. Third and final session is| tion, with a wild western back- | manager and production exec on the 
the With the producer over story line Field. Brooklyn, when lensing | scheduled for Rep’s studios on the | ground. | old Fox lot. He remained with Fox 
tior |) t€eatment. Goldwyn wanted dra- begins about May 15 on the base-| Coast the week of April 14, to be| Cowpoke star returns to his home| and 20th-Fox until November, 1945, 


Matic ang district andj/lot April 18 to ride in “The Heart 


of Mexico.” 


when he checked out to organize his 


les stressed’ while Seiter own indie company. 


fav ball yarn formerly owned by Harold | attended by western 
“vored comedy handling. 


| Lloyd. branch managers. 





I 
- 
4 








AT ee 


j 





PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, March 26, 1947 | 





im Theatres Facing Decree’s Axe, 
Paramount Likely to Be Hit Hardest 


The Big Five’s hold on a total of + 





1,259 theatres throughout the U. S. 
is threatened by the partial divorce- 
ment proviso. of the decree if that 
provision stands up under scrutiny 
by the U. S. Supreme Court, analysis 
by Variety discloses. With the need 





for millions of dollars within the 
next two years to protect their in- 
terests, theatre-owning defendants 


in the anti-trust suit are already re- 
vamping fiscal policies in a drive to 

hoard ready cash. 
By far the most 

divestiture facet is Paramount 

which finds itself with some 1,050 
theatres to dicker for outright con- | 
trol should that feature of the de- | 
| 


affected by the 


cree be upheld. Of the other 
majors, RKO has interests in 113 
theatres (97 of which are Butterfield | 
circuit houses in which Par also | 
holds minority interests): National 
Theatres, 97 houses; Loew’s, 76 thea- 
tres, and Warner Bros., 23. 


Despite its large partial holdings, ' 
Paramount is in a solid position in 
many areas since it holds an interest 
exceeding 95% in some 340 other 
theatres. But there’s no doubt that 
it must raise tremendous sums with- | 
in the next two years if Par expects 
to cling to a maximum of its part- 
ner-owned theatres. 


Because of many complex situa- 
tions arising from Par'’s hold through 
a chain of partly-owned subsids, its | 
varied interests run as low as 7% 
in a few houses up to 100% in 
others. In a little over 700 of the 
1,050 partly-owned theatres. Par has 
an interest of 50% or more and it’s 
likely that it wil! aim towards cap- | 
turing a good part of that lot. 

Decree slaps Par lightest in Chi- 
cago, upper New York State, De- 
troit, North Central states, Idaho 
and Utah areas. In Chi, company is 
entrenched in 106 Balaban & Katz 
theatres, where its interest is 97% | 


and better, while only 23 other. B&K | a 


houses fall into the decree bracket 
for divestiture. United Detroit The- 
atres Corp., with its 14 showcases 
insure Par a firm footing in the 
motor center since Par owns 99% 
of the circuit’s stock. 


Upper New York State is taken 
care of via the “Netco chain (100% 
owned) with 12 flickeries in the big- 


ger towns. Minnesota Amusement’s | ®, « 


total of 77 houses is only shaved to 
63 outright-held theatres should the 
company drop those hit by the de- 
cree, Consequently, 
north central U. S. won’t deteriorate 
substantially. As for Idaho and | 
Utah, Par’s outright hold on 19 In- 
termountain Theatres will keep it 
solid in that sector. 


Not Se Good in Dixie 


Horse of a different hue rounds 
the bend when Par’s standing in 


the south is considered in relation | 


to the decree. Here, Par tradition- 
ally has been the strongest of the 
majors for many years but its posi- 


tion is seriously threatened unless | 


it can extricate itself with a lion’s 
share of the houses now in the de- 
cree’s shadow. It has a solic piece 
of the Wilby-Kincey circuit in that 
40 of the 100 or so theatres are 100% 


owned by Par. Credit rating on the 


ledger also extends to 12 theatres in 
the Miami area; seven of the Publix- 
Richards-Nace group; and three of 
the Lucas & Jenkins (Ga.) chain. 


Against this, Par’s interest in 
the Paramount-Richards (Saenger) 
group of some 60 houses is under 
fire as is that of the Sparks circuit 
(90 theatres in Florida): Interstate 
circuit’s 150 houses in Texas and 
New Mexico; that of Interstate’s af- 
filiate—the Jefferson Amusement 
Co. (75 Texas theatres): and the 
Lightman group of 60 houses in Mis- 
Sissippi, Kentucky, Arkansas and 
Tennessee. 


These chains as well as som: other | 


loose ends represent the backbone 
of Par’s southern invasion.. Com- 
pany’s New England and Pennsylva- 
nia standing is also under decree 
fire though to a somewhat lesser ex- 
tent since Par owns outright some 
42 Mullin & Pinanski houses north 
of the Connecticut line. 


Chief circuits in which Par’s hold- 
ings are only partial are the Maine 
& New Hampshire group, the Publix 
Netco Theatres (34 houses), some 
20 Mullin & Pinanski flickeries,, 20 
Western Massachusetts theatres and 
71 houses of the Comerford circuit 
(Penn.). Only other principal ter- 
ritory where Par stands to be hurt, 
unless it’s on the buying end, is 


that of the Central states. Chiefly | 


' 


affected is the Blaxk cireuit. extend- | ° 


ing through Illinois, Ohio, Nebraska | 


and Iowa. Approximately 60 of the ' 


se 


its standing in | 


Par ist of a Series 

Accompanying story which 
analyzes Paramount’s theatre 
status under the partial divorce- 
ment section of the decree is the 
first of a series which will cover 
the theatre’ - owning majors. 
Par’s position may currently 
vary in minor respects since the 
breakdown was made available 
several years back. 

A number of its houses, such 
as the three in San Francisco, 
were operated under pooling ar- 
rangements—in the Frisco case 
by Fox-West Coast. With the 
break-up of pools, Par, however, 
will operate all its theatres on 
its own again. 








Blank chain is owned 50% or less 
by Par. 

Company’s plush showcases in 
New York City, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco (3) and Kansas City are 
all 100% held by Par. Those along 
with the B&K top loop houses guar- 
antee Par first-run outlets i. these | 
major showbiz points. 


Nugent Megs Sperling Pic | 





Elliott Nugent has been signed by | 
Milton Sperling, U. S. Pictures presi- 


dent, to direct “Ever the Beginning,” 
play by Lucille Prumbs and Sarah 
B. Smith. Film will be released by 
Warner Bros. 


Nugent is slated to report to the 
studio April 20. 


Extras’ Pay Up 337 


Washington, March 25. 


Extras registered with Central 
Casting in Hollywood grossed $4,- 
614,154 last year, in a total of 266,065 
placements, Central Casting has re- 
ported to the Motion Picture Assn. 

This was an increase of more than 
41% above 1945, while the average 
daily wage jumped 33% to $17.34 as 
the result of the new contract with 
the Screen Extras Guild. 





Arty House Combine For 
Siritzky-Pathe Operation; 
French Need Yank Mkt. 


ternational are planning a theatre- 
owning partnership in the U. S. to 
get better playing time for French 


films, according to Sam Siritzky, v. 
p. of latter tompany, who just re- 
turned from Europe after a six- 
week stay in France. He said that 
French producers are realizing more 
than ever, in the face of unprece- 








dented costs, how much they need 
ithe U. S. market for amortization of | 
ltheir films. 

Siritzky added, however, that only | 
about 10% of the 60-70 films pro- | 
duced every year in France are good | 





than $3,000,000. 


be effected this summer is intended 
to release the 10-20 film backlog of 
foreign product here. First houses 
would be purchased in N. Y. area, 
since more preem  playdates 
needed here befcre films can go into 
(Continued on page 20) 








Following are theatres of Para- 
ount affected by partial diverce- 
ment provision. Asterisk indicates 


the circuit has houses in which Par 














| Number Par's % 
Operating Co. 





Smyrna Halifax.......... oe 25 

|holds more than 95%. The others | Bustis ...............--.0005- 3 50 
|are indicated by percentage. Lucas & Jenkins (Ga.)* 

; Number Par’s % | Aususta na Pere ery 4 bo 

er ere trey 14 mh 

Operating Co, Weuees NST! wc nten... ts... 2 5 

Balaban & Katz (Chicago area)* 48 Interstate Cire uit ( (Te xas & New Mexico) 

} “ . - Sa OR EON H RG PGRRUORED 56 chs F006 66 6540088 70 nO 

| sO oeielg peat hoes. 1 24 Texas Consolidated............ 76 a 

Ss sth hnkwanenké cea ee ihe Wea om 

| Theatre Amusement........... 1 48 ei dome eh ae gee ee 944 : ms 

Diana Theatre Corp........... 1 48 PO 6 be Fees oh et spb 0505 oad = 
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PGS and BAK....... ceceetes 16 48 Jefferson Amusement......... 22 50 
| New England (Maine and New EN, eee ree 40 25 

Hampshire) Cee. SOONG, on vndce écacdeess 7 12 
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| Allied theatres.....cceecessees 3 50 pC SS re eae 2 12 
Ic abot Amusement.......-.++. 2 = UY savas cls tn cst bt ones 1 12 

Union Theatre Co. ..cccceeeees o ro ’ N Cc i \e 
I Maine &@ N, BK....0- eH, 42S 1 45 Remtene. Chee. Cesth Covglina)® 

Augusta Theatre Co.........-+ 3 ”) Publix Bamford ............. 8 75 
\¢ ‘apitol, Augusta. ..cc....es.06 1 25 Nerthio Theatres (Ky. & trans 

Concord Operating.........+-: 2 = Publix Wheeling.............. 

Majestic Theatres.........++.- : 4 Blank Cireuit (111, Ohio Zz Neb.) 
| Rumford Operating... peanenee s ; , * = 

‘ no Tri-States Theatres........... 22 it 

Russell Amusement..........+ 3 ~ b r+ a 
1 Vie so : 4 on Affiliated Wheatres............ 7 25 

Victory Amusement..........+ 

OB eee 5 16 

Publix Netco Theatres (New England) | oitumwa ................000- 4 16 
| Publix N@tcO.ssecesecereeceres SO | Comtingatal ...:..0sncdecsecse 2 83 

ROSLIMdale ...eeeceeeere reer ees 7 et IN oh 5 32055 ote danicanenas 2 50 
| WATMAIL oe cece reece cence eens 4 4 Cedar Amusements............ 1 25 
)Jamaica ...+. Se eeeerscereveds 2 25 | Central States Theatres (lowa). 22 50 
| Neteg ELM. ....-eseeeeeeeeeees 2 By PAAMOROCU OB, 355 c00c8eo ore. 4 30 
|Cupital ..cccccecccceccceseees 1 25 ee, etek ete te cee 4 25 
} Crown ..... CReccvcescscvesice 1 25 BNE 3 cos, Pet to ded BeS3aas 2. 2n 
| DUdIEy :.ccecerscccscccccossese 1 EE IEEE wa tnsis sine yn CONN s Ea 2 25 

TEL © ow) ond ee4ed ev eked eeen® 1 45 SEE STE EL: REE 2 on 

RIVOUL soccer reese ewer eeeerenes 1 a7 United Detroit Theatres (Detroit area)* 

BORGO cc ceweccvesccccceseese 1 12 Reg cee re 1 74 

Mulin & Pinamski (New wr eitcitaas” United Artists Theatre Corp. (Cal.) 
re ear Tua Pe ER ng teu ‘ . 

Black, & Churchill..........4. : 50 United Artists Theatre Corp.. 1 g 

Rockland Amusement.,....... a 60 | Intermountain Theatres (Idaho & Utah)* 
| Rutland Amusement... 3 to wtb we <b5006400 69442002 4 ‘ 
} DreGMO oi ciscces 2 no a Se ae ae ea 5 M 
; Haverhill ........ 2 50 | Lightman Circuit (Miss, Ky., Ark. & 
| Buyside ....++...se0e- vt 75 Tenn.) 

Newton Amusement...... att’ 1 58 Malco Theatres........ pe ae 82 fot) 
Minnesota Amusement Co. (North Malco-Memphis .............. 9 50 
Central area) on ere Se ae oe 2 SO 
| Rochester Theatre Co......... 4 50 GENER Sot 08260484008 ++ 00960 |e 4 25 
| Winona ccccesscccersccecceres 4 aU Richards-Lightman ........... 14 2 
| Fairmont ceeceeceeceesceeeeeee 2 50 Savannah Theatres (Savannah area) 
| RERGRIOE ok k'nb0 006.66 0650 sass ve H 4 Savanah 6 

PTO, «60 sulesedtiinakes WO alse es. eke a ae 
hesemnaunt-Sitahentn (South) - United Theatre eee 
j Ne Os 5.0 ncdcivcones ho 
|Saenger Theatres............. 3 50 SS Soo eo. . io 
| Saenger Theatres of Texas... 2 Ot SOR St oe tame eae 1 Qn 
| Svenger Ehriich..... @cccpesoce f 25 ee” Wc AA a bee 
Sear DOM ~ 66.5 duit Kays ipeedssece 4 2h Paramount Enterprises (Miami area)* 

Kennington-Saenger .......... 3 25 Tivoli Operating............%. 1 mM) 
| Caplted SORRGDs 0.05% s cesacces 3 2 Comerford Cireuit (Penn.) 

IOGREO. (5:4 Hoes 140000 cnin heed 1 25 Comerford Publix...... cane <1) 

Publix-Kichards-Nace (South)* Hunter Perry © ireuit (Va.) 

BUUGhO nc eccnccccccccvscveons 1 Domipion Theatres........... 9 51 

Wilby-Kincey Theatres (South)* Newport News-Perry.,... es 2 38 

Alabama Theatres............ 22 1 «| Penifisula ..........-06...004, - 2 
| Kingaul .....cccccccssceeseece 4 i Western Massachusetts Theatres 

en ee! SOP errr 4 Mw Western Mass. Theatres...... 20 32 
G “00 ‘ Cena be 

ret alta peg ee giant 4 Notopoulos Circuit 

\F lo rence ... » 2 ES eee eee ere & Le) 
| iton er 2 25 OE: Wi ceabwen snes aweneces sacle 4 33' 

Ds rlington b owbetes babes eedaeed 1 2h Cooper c = uit (Col. & Neb.) 

North Carolina Theatres...... 44 mM Lineoin Thentre Corp......... 3 no 

on ee eee pestace 4 2h J. H. Cooper Enterprises...... 6 be 

Wi Imington ebsusweetensédsecs $ 2m POGUE ca6eeelkssds saescaees, @ 25 
i Senateaa cece reer essessesese 2 bol Adame Circuit (N. J.) 

Davideon occ. 2 gp | Masex Atmusement Co......... 3 8 

en RR" ao Re a eras 2 25 CO Arkansas Amusement Co. ( Ark.) 

co > See 2 2h Arkansas Amuse 8 A) 

Sparke ‘Cireuit (Fla ) } Frehio Theatres (Ohio) 
Contenih THREE, . vkcdbesiecei 21 mM «6 Frehio ... LI TLELY PTR ae Mw 
Publix-Saenger-Sparks ....... 13 me Par-Land Theatres 

West Palm Beach Theatres... 10 ne eS ee a ee on 

WaVAT 2 cc cdcenebleeccesiedecce oY be : 
| Pine ae oe ae een 8 t |  Stamdard Theatres Corp. (Okla.) | 
PMMIR. cc ccccccccccencsstccsece 1 7h yes Theatres. ... 6 <5 
PC enTWEtOP sesccccctcccveseses @ 2m Fulton Entevpriecs 
CRUDE sacccccsecbvcetecoecsee & 164 | Fuiten a nme be 1) 
SPP Prrvryrr rr rrerrererrire Tre 6 : | Claire Seateeinaitih Ce. 

Tampa {bdhetzeteck«ceseVuss  @ rh ra] 1 no 
Midland a deehchechs tiles i, 6 ao MMO ovects ee eccsiwvodecs 
ERE AP EERE. fhe Butterfield Cireuit 
Halifax ..... re engdbesenvee 6 f0 BONS. 6 £4. 65005606546680496 vo 33! 





enough for the American market, | 
and the best a producer can expect | the Dostoievsky novel, 
to gross with this number is. less! erg Karamazov.” The Brothers Ep- 
| stein are doing the screenplay. 
Film exec said the partnership in | 
theatre buying which will probably | assigned to the fraternal roles. | 


are | 


| 


Pathe-Gaumont and Siritzky In- | Publix-Richards-Nace 


Par’s 338 Theatres Wholly Owned 


Theatres owned by 
not subject to ps divorcement: 


Par with an interest exceeding 95% and therefore 


Number 
Operating Co. Houses’ Par’s %, Int, 

Hercules Operating (Paramount Theatre—N.Y.C.).... .. 100 
Paramount Theatre—Los Angeles .....0--.s+++-se-80+ 1 100 
Paramount Theatres—San Francisco .......+.+.+++5-« 38 100 
Kansas City Operating ..........-..-. er ee Fi Ree 100 
Netco Theatres (Upper New York) A EES pet aia caa a eo: 100 
Balaban & Katz ......cee-eeee eves add a: Pein ees 00 . 106 97 
Bamford Theatres ..........+++. eeescass eSsecveees - 2 100 
Northio Theatres (Ky. and Ohio) ....+.+++++-+: “11 106 
United Detroit Theatres Corp. .... oc 5. © Palin 14 99 
Intermountain Theatres (Idgho and Utah) . a tires Sqmed . 19 100 
Saltmount Theatres ........cccce cerecceeressesevees 2 108 
Lucas & Jenkins (Ga.).«.........++ Sg heuiieeadis tana eal 3 106 
Mullin & Pinanski (New England)........-..++++9+: » 42 100 
Paramount Enterprises (Miami area) ....... 12 100 
Minnesota Amusement ........sccce reece seeereneeens 63 100 
jase cgglema SebesTh=4besne 7 100 

Pin tke tn Rane 40 100 


| Wilby-Kincey 














Foy’s Abrupt Bow-Out From MPA 


Title Registry 


+ 





Par's Theatres Owned Less Than 957, 


Houses Interest | | 


| 


bi 


Sisk Steers ‘Brothers | 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Robert Sisk draws _ production 
reins on Metro’s film translation of 
“The Broth- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Robert Taylor and Van Heflin are 





Irving Lesser’s Roxy 


Duties to Be Absorbed; 
Probably Joining Bro. 


Irving Lesser, who resigned last 
week as associate general manager 
ofthe Roxy theatre, N. Y., will not 


Spotlights Bureau 


Bryan Foy’s abrupt withdrawal of 
Eagle-Lion from the Motion Picture 
Assn.’s title registration service last 


| week was considered hasty and un- 
| warranted by Margaret Ann Young, 


who heads the setup. She declared 


| that E-L had belonged to the service 
j\less than three months, 


had 
only 


made 


application to register two 


'titles and could easily have solved 


jthe difficulties over the label “Lost 
Honeymoon,” which inspired the 
walkout. 


Foy’s squawk last week was that 
almost invariably when an attempt 
| was made to register a title. it was 
found that another company had 


|prior rights and often froze titles 


for lengthy periods during which 
there was no indication of intention 
to use the me. Miss Young denied 
that the rules agreed upon by the 


_MPA's 26 member companies and 
be replaced, according to A, J. Bala- 


adhered to voluntarily by 29 other 


ban, theatre’s head. Duties, Balaban | producers provided undue restric- 


said, will be assumed by other mem- 
| bers of the staff. Lesser, 
| resignation is to be effective April | 
| 8, may leave at the end of the week, 
if he can wind up his affairs in time. 

It’s generally believed that he will 


|join his brother Sol Lesser, inde-, 
pendent film producer. Lesser dec-| 
| lared, however, he’s’ considering | 
other propositions as well. He'll) 


| “White Steed.’ 


make his plans known when he goes! 
to the Coast, immediately after ex- | 
iting the Roxy. 

Lesser has been with the Roxy | 
since 1933 when he’ operated the 
Fox, Brooklyn as well as the Roxy, 
under Howard Cullman. He re- 


taken over by 20th-Fox in 1937, 


Korda’s Program Of 
Anglo-U.S. Interchange 


Leslie Mitchell, chief flack for Sir 
Alexander Korda, returned to New 
York from the Coast yesterday 
(Tuesday). He had been there for 
the past three weeks making a 
round of studio publicity depart- 
ments to learn Hollywood bally 
techniques. He headquartered at 
Harry Brand's flackery at 20th-Fox. 

Slated to return to England April 
9, he'll spend the intervening time 
in h.o. press departments learning 
the New York end of the biz, pre- 
paratory to installing a similar set- 
up at Korda’s London headquarters. 

Jack Kevan, former Universal 
makeup man, leaves Halifax Friday 
(28) for Korda studios, under a six- 
month contract to teach American 
makeup techniques. Writer Alan 
Melville, in the U. S. working with 
director Carol Reed on a story in 
which Korda will star Cary Grant 
next fall, planes to England next 
Monday (31). 


| ‘Steed’ Off London Wire 


London, March 25. 

the Paul Vincent | 
= play which had a run in the 
|U some years ago, opened at 
| the "Walsehall Monday (24) after 
| being transferred from the Embassy 
| theatre. 











Effort was well received despite | 


its religious background and is likely 
ito stay its allotted six weeks. 





| 
| HEPBURN FOR ‘DAUGHTER’ 
Hollywood, March 25. 

| Metro handed Katharine Hep- 
|burn the top femme role in “B. F.’s 
Daughter,” to be based on John P. 
Marquand’s bestseller. 

Film is slated for an April start, 
with Edwin Knopf as producer. 





mained with the house when it was | 


\tions. Foy, she pointed out, by re- 


whose | Signing was giving up reciprocal pro- 


tection to his titles. 

| There was conflict, Miss Young 
| said, over “Lost Honeymoon,” but 
| since the pic had been started be- 
_fore E-L signed the title agreement 
in January, MPA figured Foy had 
the right to use it. It suggested he 
|register it and wait to see if any 
| other company squawked. If it did, 
there then could be negotiation, pos- 
| sibly followed by arbitration. as pro- 
‘vided for in the rules. Instead of 
| following the advice, Miss Young 
said, Foy quit the service. 


Charge that old members of the 
service held overlong lists of titles 
|; was refuted by Miss Young with 
the explanation that rules prohibit 
any studio from tying up more than 
160 original labels. If they want to 
add new ones, they must drop some 
off to keep within the 100 limit. 

On titles of copyrighted works, 
such as published books, plays and 
songs, there’s no limitation as to 
number. These are governed by the 
copyrights office and only listed by 
the MPA as a matter of reference. 


Protection against anyone else us- 
ing an original title is given for one 
year. At the end of that time, a six- 
month extension can be had by pre- 
senting evidence that it is intended 
to use the title within six months. 
At the end of 18 months, if the pic 
is in production, the producer gets 
‘the title. Otherwise he must for- 
,feit it if anyone else wants it. 


After a film is made, producer 
gets exclusive rights to its title for 
four years from the end of the cal- 
endar year in which it is released. 
When a distrib decides to reissue a 
film, the fact is published in the 
title service’s daily bulletin. If no 
| other company makes a challenge 
|for the title, exclusive rights are 
‘automatically granted for another 
|four years. 
| Rules were drawn up in 1936 and 
have been found to cover far too 
| few of the situations that arise, 
| with the result that there is occa- 
| sional wrangling. There has been 
\talk since 1938 of broadening them 
,and making them more explicit. 


| 
| 








HITCHCOCK’S GRANT PIC 
Hollywood, March 25. 

| Cary Grant will star in “Weep No 

More,” suspense melodrama to be 

| directed for RKO by Alfred Hitch- 

| cock. 

Robert Sparks will produce the 
film, which follows “Bishop's Wife.” 
| now shooting at the Goldwyn lot 
land “Mr. Blandings Builds His 
| Dream House,” RKO production, 0m 
Grant's work agenda. 
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Sears Reasons for More Delays 


Majors are being swamped with 
legal authority, 
should be co 
guch a point tha 
added pitch for a delay has filed 


exhib letters, backed by curbstone 
laying down the law as to what each exhib thinks 
etitive areas under the decree. 
Grad Sears, United Artists’ distribution chief, as an 


Things have reached 


a supplemental affidavit with the 


U. S. Supreme court citing over 200 letters, many conflicting, received 


py him. 


Argument on the move for a stay comes up Friday (28). 


“T have received over 200 letters from exhibitors from all sections 
of the country,” Sears’ affidavit says, “demanding runs and clearances 


and 


setting up their own competitive areas which do not conform with 


the rules and regulations set down in the decree. It will be impossible 


for me to satisfy each and every 


one of these requests until more 


time is given to unravel this chaotic situation which has been created 
by many and varied interpretations of the decree.” 

Sears noted that the burden of reasonable clearance and of mark- 
ing out competitive sectors is on the distribs. Unless a stay is granted, 


he asserted, UA could well be cited 


doing all that is humanly possible.” 


for contempt “when in fact we are 


Affidavit also asserted that the decree is inconsistent because sec- 
tion 8 (a) conflicts with 8 (c). “An exhibitor can invoke subdivision 
(c) which does not include simultaneous exhibition and then and there 
an attempt to comply with the decree under (a) becomes a futile ges- 
ture.” Sears’ plaint, apparently, refers to a hurdle to the UA topper’s 
plan to sell non-exclusively te all comers under (a). 

Affidavit has been submitted by O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler, 


UA’s attorneys. 











United Artists’ branch managers 
were warned. by the h.o. last week 
that “it is probable you will find 
yourself in the clink 15 minutes 
after accepting the first competitive 
bid.” but they were also assured 
“that the company is not abandon- 
ing you to your fate.” In token of 
UA's concern, the branch managers 
received a “Sales Decree Escape 
Kit,” containing such useful items 
as a copy of the song “Guilty,” 
playing cards, cigarets, paper dolls, 
false mustache, steel file, poison and 
rope—with instructions for use of 
each. 

Gag is the idea of Paul Lazarus, 
Jr, pub-ad manager. While the 
“escape kit” was designed ostensibly 
for laughs, its more serious purpose 
is to reinforce the warning given 
branch managers and salesmen at 
territorial meets “recently that they 
must not deviate from provisions of 
the consent decree in their selling. 

Note accompanying the “kit,” 
states: “In time to come, you will 
look back on this summer as the 
hottest in your experience. ®his is 
not so much an advance warning of 
the temperature, as a warning about 
the decree.” In the basket with the 
varied “escape items” was the fol- 
lowing card: 

BRANCH MANAGER’S 

SALES DECREE ESCAPE KIT 


Items (in order of their use). 
1, EXPENSE VOUCHER. You have 
bought Exhibitor Joe Blow $78 
(Continued on page 22) 


TECHNICGLOR BOOSTS 
FILM $c PER FOOT 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Price of Technicolor process was 
hoisted 4c. per linear foot for film 
delivered at its Hollywood plant. 
New charge, amounting to 6.72c. the 
foot is retroactive to Jan. 1, 1947. 
Company notified all studios that 
they had the privilege of withdraw- 
ing from commitments within 14 


days if camera work has not yet 
started, 


Reason for the uppage, the com- 
pany explained, is an increase in 
labor rates of 11.17%, based on the 
rise in the cost of living. It’s retro- 
active to Jan. 1. Other laboratories 
dealing in color film have not an- 
hounced any hike in prices to date. 


Percentage of price hike is approxi- 
mately 8%. : 








BILL DANZIGER EXITS 
William Danziger, top flack for the 
rthur Rank division of Univer- 
ont has stepped out from his post. 
Maurice Bergman, U’s head ad-pub- 
licity exec in the east, will name a 
liaison man between the Rank divi- 
Sion and the regular ad-pub forces 


to plug the void created by Dan- 
tiger's walk. 


tions 








No N. Y. City 5% Tap 


Breathing spell for New York 
City exhibs on any tax boost 
on admissions became a cer- 
tainty this week when Mayor 
William O’Dwyer indicated that 
he would not move immediately 
under powers granted by the 
State to fix a 5% b. o. levy. 
Hizzoner was asked at a press 
conference whether he intended 
to take advantage of the em- 
powering act and replied: “Not 
at once.” 

The mayor did not amplify his 
views on the subject. It’s been 
reported that he is opposed to 
raising municipal funds. via 
added consumer nicks. ° 


Dewey Signs 
5% Amus, Tax 


Albany, March 25. 

Counties and cities with 100,000 
or more population may levy an 
amusement tax of not more than 5% 
on admissions to amusements, under 
the Burney bill which Governor 
Dewey signed Monday (24). The 
Governor, who threw the weight of 
his office behind the measure and 
had it overwhelmingly approved by 
the Legislature despite strong though 
generally hidden upstate opposition, 
emphasized the “permissiv~” nature 
of the levies. They are designed to 
produce a maximum of $11,000,000 
annually, if necessary, to meet in- 
creased educational and other gov- 
ernmental costs. 








Jersey’s 3% Tax Bite Idea 
Trenton, March 25. 


New Jersey exhibs and distribs 
under leadership of Allied Theatres 
of New Jersey organized here yes- 

(Continued on page 20) 





U’s Slate Reelected 


Universal's board of directors last 
week went through the formality of 
reelecting all officers of the com- 
pany for another year. Board also 
named a seven-man executive com- 
mittee chairmanned by J. Cheever 
Cowdin and staffed by Nate Blum- 
berg, Paul G. Brown, Preston Davie, 
Charles D. Prutzman, Budd Rogers 
and Daniel M. Sheaffer. 

During the meet, regula” quarterly 
dividend of 50c per share was de- 
clared. It will be paid on common 
stock April 30 to stockholders of 
record April 13. 





ROSSEN’S P.A. TREK 
Hollywood, March 25. 
Robert Rossen left last night (24) 
for New York for publicity inter- 


t It's understood that Bergman will; views on his directorial debut for | 
#ke steps for closer publicity opera- | 
_ between the two branches of 
8 forces, 


Columbia’s “Johnny O'Clock.” 
Rossen also wrote the 


| screenplay. 














film’s } 


CAUGHT TWIXT 


BIG d, LITTLE d 


Washington, March 25. 
Independent exhibitors will have 
their eyes turned Washingtonward 
Friday (28) when Supreme Court 


Justice Stanley F. Reed will hear | 


argument on petitions to suspend 
provisions of the New York decree 
pending final decision by the High 
Court. Supreme Court will not hear 


the case until fall and may not have 


a decision until winter, or spring of 
1948. 


Appeals to stay the order have | 
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INDIE EXHIBS IN MIDDLE ON DECREE 





Metro Boosts ’47 





| ‘Variety Girl’ Star Record 


Hollywoqd, March 25. 
Paramount claims a new record 
ing “Variety Girl’ with a total of 88 
names, including 33 stars, 27 
porting players and 33 technical and 
five specialty credits. 

Highest previous record on the lot 
was 63, in “Star Spangled Rhythm,” 
filmed in 1942. 





come from the Big Five, which ob- | 


jected to a lack of arbitration ma- 
chinery, and from members of the 
Little Three which don’t like the 


auction selling provision plus some |} 


others. The 
are up in 


ineependent exhibitors 
arms against auction- 


| selling which they claim would put 


UA Issues ‘Decree Escape Kit’ to Aid 
Sales Chiefs Hop Clink As Bids Start 


them at a terrific competitive dis- 
advantage. Some of the majors are 
starting to put this into effect with- 
out, at the same time, adopting other 
portions of the decree which would 
affect the defendant companies ad- 
versely. 

Result is that the exhibitors are 
being subjected to a squeeze which 
already has them howling from 
Maine to Caiifornia and, 
they will not k2 present at Friday’s 
hearing, there is considerable belief 

(Continued on page 24) 


GILLHAM’S PLANS AS 
SRO’S EASTERN PUB-AD 


Robert M. Gillham, named last 
week as eastern head of publicity 





|and advertising for Selznick Releas- 


ing Organization and Vanguard 
Films, declared Monday (24) he 


changes in ‘the 
present setup when he takes over 
next Monday (31). He denied re- 
ports that he might add to the Selz- 
nick staff Al Wilkie and others of 
his former aides during the 13 years 
he was Paramount pub-ad chief. 


contemplates no 


Wilkie, who was publicity topper, | 


recently left Par. 

Gillham, who recently has been in 
charge of films and video for J. 
Walter Thompson agency, said he 
expected to work 
association with the new Selznick 
agency, Robert W. Orr & Associates. 
He also stated he intends to spend 


a large amount of time in the field. | 





Selznick Picking Up Tex - 
And Cal. Dates on ‘Duel’ 


California and Texas dates for 
David O. Selznick’s “Duel 
Sun,”. which were cancelled early 
last month, will be played the first 
week in May. Erfgagements in ap- 


proximately 125 spots, which were | 


set before the film had a Legion of 
Decency okay, 
allegedly because of inability of the 
Selznick organization to provide 
promised players for in-person ap- 
pearances. Salesmanager Milt Ku- 
sell said Monday (24) that efforts 
will be made to send the stars, but 
that the dates would be played one 
way or the other. Houses include 
the Interstate circuit in yarious 
Texas cities and a large number in 
central and northern California. 
Following first sales meet of Selz- 
nick Releasing Organization in New 
York last week, April 17 was set as 
the official release date of “Duel.” 


District managers at the conclave | 


were instructed to start immediately 
lining up bookings. They had been 
previously holding off pending L. of 
D.’s decision on the pic’s accept- 
ability. 

In reediting “Duel” to meet the 
Legion’s demands, a prolog has been 
added explaining that the character 
called “Sin Killer,” played by Wal- 
ter Huston, is not a minister. 





. « 
Lana’s ‘Timberlane 
Hollywood, March 235. 
Metro assigned Lana Turner to 


co-star with Spencer Tracy in “Cass | 


Timberlane,” screen version of the 
Sinclair Lewis novel. 
Arthur Hornblow produces and 


George Sidney directs. 


although 


in very close) 


in the! 


were pencilled out | 


Rodgers Sees No 
Product Shortage 


. 
vv 


for main title billing in its forthcom- 


sup- | 


| substantial boost in releases. 


Prod. to 44 


Films, But No Release Hypo Seen 


Metro production chief Louis B,. 
Mayer Monday (24) confirmed re- 
ports that Metro would substantially 


| boost its 1947 production slate with 
| the announcement the company will 


turn out 44 features 
this year. Number of features more 
than doubles the 21 originally an- 
nounced for 1947, but there’s no in- 
dication as to how many of them 
will be released this year. 


and 48 shorts 


Although no reasons for the hy- 
poed production schedule were of- 


fered by Mayer, it’s believed that 
Metro will follow the pattern of 
other companies in keeping ‘their 


finished 
which 


backlog of 
minimum, 


product to a 
would indicate a 


Back- 
| iog today is no more than five or 
} six films, representing almost the 
lowest figure of any of the majors. 
Metro has boosted its release slate 


Despite mounting beefs from ex- |Since the first of the year, with 11 pix 


hibitors of a threatening, if 


already-present, shortage of product, | ™eaning 
Metro veepee over sales William F. | 


Rodgers declared he has not yet 
found any signs of the shortage. 
Although many films no longer re- 
ceive the 6-8 weeks’ playing time 
they enjoyed in first run showcase 
theatres during the war, there’s 
been no serious curtailment in ex- 


| end. 

In fact, Rodgers declared, the first 
run key city dates are still much 
longer than the 1 or 2 weeks such 
films played before the war. Even 
theatres operating on a _ consistent 


double bill policy, he said, have no | 


reason to complain about a product 
shortage. Second run product of 
the majors, along with the films 
turned out by the minors which are 
slanted for dual situations, offer 
(Continued on page 24) 


Nick Followers in St. Loo 





st. Louis, March 25. 

Six members of the Stagehands’ 
, Union, Local No. 6, said to be fol- 
| lowers of John P. Nick, ousted head 
| of that body and IATSE, Local No. 
143, have appealed to national 
American Federation of Labor body 
against the recent admission to full 
membership of 33 former permit 
men, The permit men, recognized as 
belonging to the anti-Nick faction, 
recently were granted full member- 
ship by Frank Stickling, interna- 
tional union representative, who has 
been in charge of affairs of the local 
since last September. 

Stickling’s presence as head of the 
local, which has held no meeting 
| since that time, was designed to 
prevent Nick and his followers from 
| gaining control of this union. 


Cinema Lodge Cites Buck 


Gene Buck, former prexy of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and _ Publishers, was 
awarded a scroll last night (Tues- 
day) by New York’s Cinema Lodge 
|of B'nai Brith for “outstanding 
Americanism and devotion to the 
best interests of, America’s song- 
writers.” Robert M. Weitman, man- 
aging director of the Paramount 
theatre, N. Y., was elected prexy of 
the organization at the meeting. He 
succeeds Jack H. Levin, v.p. and g.m, 
| of Confidential Reports. 
| Barney Balab4n, Paramount prexy, 
| inducted his son, Burt, into the 
| lodge, along with other neophytes. 
Membership numbers about 1,400 in 
allied entertaiment field. 


Indiana Exhibitor In 











not | Slated for 





tended playing time since the war's | duction. 





| against 


Squawk to Natl. AFL. 





| features, 


release through April, 
the company has been 
working on almost a hand-to-mouth 
basis. 

Conclusion of the economy wave 
at the studio and the general indus- 
try belief that upped production 


|¢osts will reach a leveling-off point 


in the near future are believed other 
factors influencing the boost in pro- 
Number of employees lop- 
ped off the studio payroll in an ef- 
fort to cut costs has not been re- 


COL. TERMS SHUBERTS’ 
‘JOLSON’ SUIT RIDIC 


Declaration by J. J. Shubert that 
all New York legit critics are “sub- 
sidized” highlighted the second 
round of hearings in N. Y. supreme 
court yesterday (Tuesday) in the 
$500,000 suit filed by the Shuberts 
Columbia Pictures for al- 
leged misappropriation of the “Win- 
ter Garden” name in Col’s “Jolson 
Story” pic. Broadway producer 
did not expand on the statement. 
attorney Louis (Schwartz &) Froh- 
lich, Shubert declared the only per- 
sons qualified to judge plays are 
those who lay their money on the line 
at the boxoffice. Frohlich, attempt- 
ing to point out that Burns Mantle{ 
former N. Y. Daily News critic, had 
used six of the Shubert-staged plays 
in his “Best Plays of 1943” volume 
with no reaction from the pro- 
ducers, drew from Shubert the ad- 
mission he never reads critics’ 
books. Shubert also admitted that 
the Winter Garden theatre is now 
leased to Universal, which has all 
rights to use the name of the thea- 
tre in any sort of advertising. 

Trial opened before Justice James 
J. McNally Monday (24) with de- 
positions read into the record of 
Jack Cohn and Nate _ Spingold. 
Frohlich, answering the claims of 
Charles H. Tuttle, Shubert’s attor- 
ney, that Col. had misappropriated 
a “valuable title property” by re- 
ferring to the Winter Garden with- 
out permission in the picture, de- 
clared that the name was only back- 
ground to Al Jolson’s life and that 
the film was the life of Jolson and 
not the story of the Winter Garden. 
He labeled the suit “fantastic” and 
“ridiculous,” pointing out that none 
of the majors had ‘been interested 
in a story of the Winter Garden 
peddied around the industry in 
1942-"43. 

Trial continues today (Wednes- 
day), with Col. slated to screen two 
“Rose of Washington 
Square” and “When Irish Eyes Are 


| Smiling” for the benefit of the judge 
|on Thursday. 


Both films, produced 
by 20th-Fox, used the name Winter 
Garden in the scripts and Frohlich 
will point out that the Shuberts 


| Trust Suit Settlement °°"? "2 obection to them. 
| st Suit § 


| 


Chicago, March 25. 


| Lewis Philon, owner of-the Lib- | 


lerty theatre, Michigan City, Ind., 

dropped his anti-trust suit against 
the major film companies last week 
| with an _ out-of-court settlement. 
Suit was based on clearance. 

Myles Seely, attorney for the film 
| companies, and Seymour Simon, at- 
| terney for Philon, will file a petition 
| for dismissal from Judge Michael 


\Igoe of the Chi federal court. 








Henreid, Chertok Go Indie 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Paul Henreid and Jack Chertok 
organized a filming company with an 
immediate program of two features, 
both starring Henreid. 

Pictures are “The Heaven We 
Chase,” writte: by Fritz Kortner, 
and “Cartouche,” by William Her- 
ZOg. 
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RONEVODROONUEWCETE, Jit 
“THE LATE GEORGE APLEY? 

with Vanessa Brown . Richard Elaydn : 

Charles Russell - Richard Ney « Edna Best 

Mildred Natwick . Percy Waram . Nydia Westman 

and introducing PEGs Y CUMMINS 

Directed by JOSEPH L.. MANKIEWICZ 

Produced by FRED KOHLMAR 


Screen Play by Philip Dunne+ From the Play by John P. Marquand and 


George S. Kaufman « Based on the Pulitzer. Prize Novel 6v John P: \farquand 
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GEORGE APLEY 


“THE LATE GEORGE APLEY” is 


“A Treasure of a Film!’’—Kate Cameron, N. Y. Daily News 


“So Good, Audiences Cheer It!”’—Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Mirror 








“THE LATE GEORGE APLEY” is topping the 
20th Century-Fox Records of “Anna and the King of Siam” at 


THE RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL! 


All These Hits From 47 


CARNIVAL IN COSTA RICA In Technicolor "Mf 
THE HOMESTRETCH In Technicolor 
THE GHOST AND MRS. MUIR © 


BOOMERANG! 












CENTURY-FOX 


























me MH Fe 





PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


5 


Wednesday, March 26, 1947 





L. A. 


Mild; ‘Carnival’ Fair $53,000, 


4 Spots; ‘Brooklyn’ Only 506 for 3, 
‘Brunette 53G in 2; ‘Simbad’ 366, 2d 


Los Angeles, March 25. 


Overall firstrun grosses are not 
too husky this round in this L. A. 
arez: despite four new bills. Best 
coin is being registered by “Favorite | 
Brunette,” which is strong $53,000 in | 
two Paramount theatres. “It Hap- | 
pened in Brooklyn” looks mildish 
$50,000 in three houses. 

“Carnival in Costa Rica” is head- 
ing for $53,000, only fair, in four 
spots, “Mighty McGurk” and “Gal- 
lant Bess” in one house will land 
$9,500. Second weeks for “Sinbad” 


and also for “Smzsh-Up” are nice at 
$36,000 each. Second frame for “Pur- 
sued” is hefty $53,000 in three loca- 
tions. “Fantasia,” showing on re- 
issue, is doing record-breaking $11,- 
000 at small Marcal theatre. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Apolle (FWC) (600; 50-$1)—“Buck 
Privates Come Home” (Ud, and 
“Devil On Wheels” (PRC) (2d wk). 
Small $2,000. Last week, fzir $3,300. 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— 
“Buck Privates” (U) and “Devil 
Wheels” (PRC) (2d wk). Fair $2,500 
in 5 days. Last week, oke $4,800. 

Beverly (FWC) (1,352; $1-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” KO) (13th wk). 
Stout $10,500. Last week, hearty 
$12,100. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1) — “Red 
House” (UA) (4th wk). Down to 
$2,500. Last week, $4,100. 

Bruin (FWC) (876; 50-$1)— 
“Smash-Up” (U) (2d wk) and “Joe 
Palooka” (Mono), Okay $3,500. Last 
week, nice $5,500. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 50- 
$1)—“‘Magic Bow” (U) (2d wk). 
Slow $3,500. Last week, fair $6,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 50- 
$1)—“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th). 
*Good $1,500. Last week, “Boomer- 
ang” (20th) (3d wk), $8,900. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
“Pursued”. (WB) (2d wk). Brisk 
$21,000. Last week, $24,000. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 55-$1)—‘“Red House” 
(UA) (4th wk). Mere $7,000. Last 
week, okay $9,300. 


Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G). 
Okay $14,000. List week, “Begin- 


ning or End” (M-G) -(2d wk), dis- 
appointing $4,700. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)—“Buck 
Privates” (U) and “Devil Wheels” 
(PRC) (2d wk). Only $3,000. Last 
week, light $4,700. 

Fairfax (FWC) (1,504; $1.20-$1.80) 
—‘“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (11th wk-3 
days). Only $4,000. Last week, 
down to $8,700. . 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 
“Bedelia” (U). Nice $6,500. Last 
week, “Stairway to Heaven” (U) 
(8th wk), healthy $4,900. 

Guild (FWC) (968; $1-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk). Big 
$14,500. Last week, great $15,800. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
50-$1)—“Red House” (UA) (4th wk). 
Light $3,000. Last week, $3,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Pursued” (WB) (2d wk). Neat 
$16,000. Last week, good $19,900. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85)—“Red House” 
(UA) (4th wk), Faint $2,000. Last 
week, slow $2,800. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“Smash- 
Up” (U) (2d wk) and “Joe Palooka” 
(Mono). Good $6,000. Last week, 
sturdy $8,400. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 50- 
$1)—‘Carnival Costa Rica” (20th). 
Slow $21,000. Last week, “Boomer- 
ang” (20th) (3d wk), fair $11,400. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
50-$1)—“Hzppened in Brooklyn” 
(M-G). Good $22,000. Last week, 
“Beginning or End” (M-G) (2d wk), 
only $10,300. é 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 50-$1)— 
“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th), Fancy 
$8,000. Last week, “Boomerang 
(20th) (3d wk), good $6,100. 

Marcal (G&S) ‘900; 50-$1)—“Fan- 
tasie” (RKO) (reissue). Record- 
breaking $11,000. Last week, sub- 
sequent-run. 

Million Dollar (D’town) (2,420; 50- 
85)—"“Mighty McGurk” (M-G) and 
“Gallant Bess” (M-G). Nice $9,500. 
Last week, “Bedlam” (RKO) and 
“Game of Death” (RKO) (2d runs), 
with “Asylum of Horrors” on stage, 
okay $13,500. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 50- 
$1)—“Buck Privates” (U) and “Devil 
Wheels” (PRC) (2d wk). Near $9,- 
pn in 5 days. Last week, neat $19,- 


Palace (D’town-WC) (1,237: $1- 
$1.80)—“Best Years” (RKO) (9th 
wk). Sock $24,000. Last week, great 
$26.300. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50-$1)— 
“Sinbad Sailor’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
“Millie’s Daughter” (Col). Pleasing 


$17,000. Last week, with “Thirteenth | “Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G). Oke | 


Hour” (Col) (3 days), hefty $26,200. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 50-$1)— 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par) and 
“Renegade Girl” (SG). Big $32,000. 
Last week, “Easy Come” (Par) and 
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| Broadway Grosses 








Estimated Total Gross 


This Week .. $721,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Laat: Wear ........ . $703,500 


(Based on 16 theatres) 


D.C. Blue Albeit 
‘Angel Lofty 146 


Washington, March 25. 
Exhibs are crying the blues here 
this week, with Lent plus pre-Easter 
shopping making more than the usual 
dent in biz. “Best Years,” in its sec- 


ond week at RKO Keith's, and with 
tariff dropped from $1.80 to $1.50, 
still is riding strong. Closest runner- 
up is “My Favorite Brunette” at 
Loew’s Palace, not sensational, but 
getting best returns at that house for 
recent weeks. . 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (3,434; 44-80)— 
“Ladies Man” (Par) plus. vaude. 
Modest $20,000, with stage show do- 
ing little to hypo draw. Last week, 
“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) plus 
vaude, fancy $28,000. 

Columbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44-70)— 
“Kit Carson” (PRC) (reissue). Good 
$9,000. Last week, “Beginning or 
End” (M-G) (2d run), $6,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,154: 44-85)—“That 
Way with Women” (WB). Thin $17,- 
000. Last week, “Nora. Prentiss” 
(WB) (2d wk), down to $16,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 90-$1.50)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk). Sock 
$40,000, as compared with opening 
week’s terrific $50,000. 

Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (18th wk). Nice 
$5,000. Last week, $5,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,513; 44-70)— 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep). New 
first-run policy still paying off at 
strong $14,006. Last week, “Sinbad 
Sailor” (RKO) (2d wk), great $13,000. 


‘Heart’ Fast 166, Mont’l 


Montreal, Mzrch 25. 


Plenty of holdovers this session, 
with “Secret Heart” best of new- 
comers at sturdy figure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 35-63)— 
“Strange Woman” (UA) (2d wk). 
Down to $10,000 after sock $14,500 
opening week. 

Imperial (CT) (1,850; 30-50)—“San 
Quentin” (RKO) and “Beat Band” 











(Col). Nice $5,500. Last week, 
“Met a Murderer” (Indie) and 
“School for Husbands” (Indie), 
$4,000. 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—‘“Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (6th wk). Okay 
$13,000 <fter big $15,500 for fifth. 

Palace (CT) (2,300; %-63)— 
“Secret Heart” (M-G). Fancy $16,- 
000. Last week, “Time, Place” (WB) 
(2d wk), $12,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; - 35-63)— 
“Mighty McGurk” (M-G) and “Fal- 
con’s Adventure” (M-G). Fine 
$8,000. Last week, “Swell Guy” (U) 
and “Wild Beauty” (U), $7,800. 





“Ladies Man” (Par) (6 days), faint 
$13,500. 

Paramount Holrywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 50-$1)—“Favorite Brunette” 
(Par). Great $21,000. Last week, 

Come” (Par) and “Ladies’ 
Man” (Par), dull $8,900. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 
80)—“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) (2d wk) 
and “Millie’s Daughter” (Col). Good 
$19,000. Last week, with “Thirteenth 
Hour” (Col) (3 days), big $29,100. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—“Smash- 
Up” (U) (2d wk) and “Joe Palooka” 
(Mono). Neat $8,000. Last week, 
good $10,600. 
Stadio City (WC) (880; 50-$1)— 
| “Smash-Up” (U) (2d wk) and “Joe 
| Palooka” (Mono). Nice $5,000. Last 
| week, good $6,700. 
| United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 50- 
/$1)—“Smash-Up” (U) and “Joe Pa- 
| looka” (Mono) (2d wk). Hefty $13,- 
000. Last week, healthy $18,900. 








Uptown ‘(FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— 
lenasoe Costa Rica” (20th). 
$9,000. Last week, “Boomerang” 


(20th) (3d wk), okay $6,500. » 
$10,000 or near. 


| $10.400. 
Wilshire (FWC) 


Last week, godéd 
(2,296; 50-$1)— 


| $14,000. Last week, 
| End” (M-G) (2d wk). weak $5.200. 


| Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 50-$1)—“Pur- | Gesture” 


| 


| sued” (WB) (2d wk). Brisk $16,000. 
Last week, good $18,100. 


| a big session. 


‘Reckoning’ Fancy 12G 
In Omaha; ‘Mirror’ 13G 


Omiha, March 26. 
Business upped generally with 
clearing skies and better films. 
“Bachelor’s Daughters” at the Or- 
pheum plus Carlos Molina band and 
Allan Jones on the stage looks like 
“The Dark Mirror” is 


keeping the Paramount turnstiles 

busy for $13,000. “Dead Reckoning,” 
at the Brandeis, <lso is great. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 





“Beginning or 90-$1.50) — “Best 


“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Big Moment” (Col). 
Fancy $12,000 in 10 days. Last week, 
“Return Monte Cristo” (Col) and 
“Singin’ in Corn” (PRC), only $3,000 
in five days. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 


“Nora Prentiss’ (WB) (m.o.) and 
“The Trap’ (Mono) (lst run). 
Moderate $9,000. Last week, “Be- 


delia” (E-L) and “Sing While Dance” 
(Col), $9,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-85) 
—‘“Bachelor’s Daughters”. (UA) and 
Allan Jones plus Carlos Molina orch 


on stage. —~, $20,500 indicated. 
Last week, “Wake Up, Dream” 
(20th) and “Dangerous Millions” 


(20th), $10,000. 

Paramount (Tristztes) (3,000; 16- 
65)—“Dark Mirror’ (VU). Solid 
$13,000. Last week, “Nora Prentiss” 
(WB), thin $9,000. 


Framed Tall 336, 
Det.; ‘Angel’ 186 


Detroit, March 25. 


“Framed” at the Fox paces a slow 
week at film houses here currently 
as the pre-Easter lull makes itself 
more apparent. Spring weather <«lso 
has tended to slow gown business. 
In the second spot is a holdover, 
“Sinbad the Sailor” at the Michigan. 
“Angel and Badman” shapes as trim 
at Palms-State, 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (12th wk). 
Steady $7,500. Last week, $7,700. 

Broadway - Capitol (United De- 
troit) (3,309; 70-95)—‘“Beast Five 
Fingers” (WB) and “Brute Man” 
(PRC). Sturdy $20,000. Last week, 
“Plainsman” (Par) and “Jungle 
Princess” (Par) (reissues), good 


$15,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; 70- 
95)—“San Quentin” (RKO) end 
“Death Valley” (SG) (2d wk). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, solid $14,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—“Framed” (Col) and “Cigarette 
Girl” (Col). Nice $33,000. Last 
week, “Boomerang” (20th) and “The 
Devil on Wheels” (PRC), $30,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,866; 
50-60)—“Rage in Heaven” 
and “Never Say Goodbye” 
Stout $2,400 in 3 days. Lest week, 
“Time, Place” (WB) and “Glass 
Alibi” (Rep), $2,500 in 3 days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,039; 
70-95)—“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) and 
“Fall Guy” (Mono) (2d wk). Power- 
ful $25,000. Last week, big $35,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (2,- 
976; 70-95)—“Angel and Badman” 
(Rep) and “Three on a Ticket” 
(PRC). Trim $18,000 or over. Lest 
week, “Lady in Lake” (M-G) and 
“Out California Way” (Rep) (2d 
wk), strong $17,000, 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(1,941; 70-95)—“Suddenly Spring” 
(Par) and “The Guilty” (Mono) (ad 
wk). Okay $15,000. Last week, 
sock $23,000. 


Buffalo B. 0. Dull Albeit 
‘Years’ $38,000; ‘Pursued’ 
Oke 156, ‘Boomerang’ 166 


Buffalo, March 25. 

Biz is on the mildish side here 
this week, only “Best Years of 
Lives” showing rez] _ strength. 
“Years” looks smash. 

Estimates for This Week ’ 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Pursued” (WB). Moderate $15,000. 
Last week, “Ladies’ Man” (Par) and 
Hal McIntyre orch on stage, stout 
$24,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 
—“Boomerang” (20th), Mild $16,- 
000. ‘Last week, “Nore Prentiss” 
(WB) (2d wk), good $12,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Be- 
delia” (E-L) and “It’s Joke” (E-L). 
Modest $7,500. Last week, “Perfect 
Marriage” (Par) and “Decoy” 
(Mono), fine $10,000. 











| (M-G) 
Vogue ‘(FWC) (885: $1.20-$1.80)— | 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (12th wk). Fine | 


Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Les 
Miserables” (20th) and “Stanley and 


Good | Livingstone” (20th) (reissues). Just 


$3,500. Last week, “Mighty McGurk” 
and “Affairs Geraldine” 
(Rep) (3d wk), trim $3,700. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,100; 40-70)— 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Ciga-’ 
rette Girl” (Col) (2d wk). Slipping 
to $10,000. Last week, solid $19,000. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 


Years” (RKO). 
Sock $38,000. Last week, “Shanghai 
(20th) (reissue) and 


“Tracy Vs. Cueball” (RKO), $8,000 
at 40-70c scale, 





| 


‘Boomerang -Dunham-Blaine Neat 306, 
Hub; ‘Sinbad’ 286; ‘Lake’ 446, 2 Spots 





¥ 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .......... $3,419,200 
(Based on 22 cities, 207 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
me oe eee ee $3,105,210 
(Based on 22 cities, 189 theatres) 


Monroe Ups ‘Band 
Smash 346, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, March 25. 

Plenty of moolah is being raked in 
by loop houses, with Vaughn Monroe 
band on Orpheum stage boosting 
“Beat Band” to smash stanza. Two 
strong entries, “Razor's Edge” and 
“Love Laughs at Andy Hardy,” both 
are clicking. “Edge” is getting espe- 
cially big play. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44) — “13th 
Hour” (Col) and “Gentleman Joe Pa- 
looka” (Mono). Good $2,000 in 5 


days. Last week, “Falcon’s Adven- 
ture” (RKO) and “Over Santa Fe 
Trail” (Col), $2,200 in 5 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Suddenly pring” (Par) (m.o) 
Neat $7,000. Last week, “Nora Pren- 
tiss” (WB) (2d wk), okay $6,000. 

Gopher (Par). (1,000; 44)—‘Each 
His Own” (Par). Brought back to 
take advantage of Academy Award. 
Satisfactory $4,000. Last week, “San 
Quentin” (RKO), $4,200. pe 

Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—“Cali- 
fornia” (Par) (5th wk). Second 
week here after two at Radio City 
and one at Century. Sturdy $4,500 
after healthy $4,500 preceding canto. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50-85)— 
“Beat the Band” (RKO) and Vaughn 
Monroe orch, others, on stage. Mon- 
roe is the real pull here. En route to 
smash $34,000. Last week, “Humor- 
esque” (WB), disappointing $11,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Razor’s Edge” (20th). Given huge 
campaign, and likely will hit terrific 
$25,000. Last week, “Suddenly 
Spring” (Par), good $18,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 90-$1.50) 
—“‘Best Yezrs” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Chalking up amazing $25,000 after 
smash $29,000 first week. Both sen- 
sational in view small house capaci- 
ty and length of picture. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70—‘“Love 
Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G). Sturdy 
$14,000. Last week, “Red House” 
(UA), mild $9,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 50-55)—‘“Till 
Clouds Roll By” (M-G). First nabe 
showing, big $5,000. Last week, “Rue 
Madeleine” (20th), $4,500. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-99)—“Jol- 
son Story” (Col) ‘6th wk). Still 
plenty big at $3,000 after hefty $4,200 
preceding session. F 


Indpls Slow; ‘House’ 
116, ‘Prentiss’ 126 


Indianapolis, March 25. 

Film biz continues down from the 
normal pace here this stanza, with 
Lenten influence topmost. “Nora 
Prentiss,” at Indiana, looks best 
grosser, but is not big. “Smash-Up” 
at Keith’s shapes okay. 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-60)— 
“Perfect Marriage” (Par) and “Alias 
Mr. Twilight” (Col). Mild $10,000. 
Last week, “Crime Doctor’s Man- 
hunt,” with Bob Crosby orch on 
stage, sock $22,000 at 48-72c scale. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) 
—“Nora Prentiss’ (WB). Mild $12,- 
000. Last week, “Rue Madeleine” 
ey td and “Pilgrim Lady” (Rep), 


Keith’s (Indie) (1,300: 40-60)— 
“Smash-Up” (U). Okay $7,000. Last 
week, “Scheherazade” (U) (2d wk), 











$4,000. 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450: 40-60)— 
“Red House” (UA) and “Secret of 


Whistler” (Col). Tepid $11,000. Last 
week, “Beginning or End” (M-G) 
and “Mighty McGurk” (M-G), $12,000. 

Lyric {Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60)— 
“Plainsman and Lady” (Rep) and 
“Brennan Girl” (Rep). Neat $7,500. 
Last week, “Humoresque” (WB) 
(m.o.), thin $4,500. 


Colman’s ‘Murder’ 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Next starrer for Ronald Colman 
will be “The Art of Murder,” to 
be filmed by Kanin Productions for 
Universal-International release. 








Shooting starts late in May with | 
George Cukor directing and 
Michael Keanin producing. j 


Boston, March 
good weather Dies Teas 
p most spots is main. 
eveis of biz for Hub 
lenten season, always off. “My Fa. 
vorite Brunette,” in second at Met 
is still leading the town. “Lady in 
the Lake” big day-date at State oa 
Orpheum. “Sinbad” fine at Memo- 
rial and “Boomerang” plus Stage 
show okay at the RKO. 


Estimates for Fhis Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.19)— 
“Boomerang” (20th), with Sonny 
Dunham orch, Vivian Blaine, others 
on stage. Good $30,000. Last week 
“Brennan Girl” (Rep) with Ink 
Hsp Johnny Otis, others on stage, 


,000. 

Copley (Shubert) (1,000; $1.89)— 
“Stairway to Heaven” (U). Finished 
final (6th week) at $4,000. House 
dark now. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200; $1.80)—“Best 
Years” (RKO) (13th wk). Remains 
at exceptional $11,000 level after 
about $11,500, last. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 45-66) 
“Lady Surrenders” (U), (2d wk). 
Nice $5,000 after better than $8,000, 


first. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-80)~ 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep) and 
(PRC). Prov- 


Continued 
ter product 
taining nice 


“Her Sister’s Secret” 
ing solid here following Met session, 
big $11,000. Last week, “Nora Pren- 
tiss”’ (WB) and “Calendar Gir]” 
(Rep), $8,500. 

Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 40-80)— 
“Adventuress” (E-L) and “Born to 
Speed” (PRC) (2d wk). Fine $11,000 
after $14,000, first. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Sinbad” (RKO) and “Great to Be 
Young” (Col). Strong $28,000. Last 
week, “I'll Be Yours” (U) and “Sing 
While Dance” (Col), $25,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—‘“Favorite Brunette” (Par) and “7 
Were Saved” (Par) (2d wk). Nice 
$25,000 after big $33,000 opener. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 40-80)~— 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) and “Blond- 
ie’s Big Moment” (Col). Trim $28,- 
000. Last week, “Love Laughs Andy 
Hardy” (M-G) and “Mighty Mce- 
Gurk” (M-G), $27,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)~— 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep) and “Her 
Sister’s Secret” (PRC). Here from 
Met after week’s layoff, staunch $16,- 
600. Last week, “Nora Prentiss” 
(WB) and “Calendar Girl” (Rep), 
$15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 40-80)—‘“Lady 
in Lake” (M-G) and “Blondie’s Bi 
Moment” (Col). Excellent $16,000. 
Last week, “Love Laughs Andy 
Hardy” (M-G) and “Mighty Me- 
Gurk” (M-G). $15,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900: 3.074)— 
“Dark Water” (Col) and “Bride By 
Mistake” (Indie). Okay $6,000. Last 
week, “Alibi” (Indie) and “In Qld 
California” (Indie) (reissues), $5,000. 


‘Years’ Huge 356 Tops 
St. Loo; ‘Calif.’ Hot 206, 
‘Marriage’ Rousing 226 


St. Louis, March 25. 
Local preem of “Best Years” looks 
to hit great figure for first week at 
the St. Louis. “Perfect Marriage” 
and “California” are the other two 
strong newcomers. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—“Perfect Marriage” (Par) ind “Bi 





Town” (Par). Looks great $22, 
or near, Last week, “Locket” (RKO) 
and “Falcon Adventure” (RKO), 


$11,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘“Cali- 
fornia” (Par). Strong $20,000. Last 
week, “Favorite Brunetie” (Par) and 
“Seven Were Saved” (Par), $25,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Lady in Like” (M-G) and “Blon- 


die’s Big Moment” (Col). (2d wk). 
Fancy $17,000 after sock $25,000 
opener. 


Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“It’s Wonderful Life” (RKO? and 
“Song of South” (RKO) (2d run), 
Big $16,000. Last week, “Boomerang | 
(20th) and “Strange Journey 
(20th), $10,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (3d wk). Trim 
$10,000 after neat $11,000 last week. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 90-$1.50) 
—“Best Years” (RKO). Great $35.- 
000. Last week, “Swell Guy” (U) 
and “Ghost Goes Wild” (Rep) (2d 
wk), $5,000. 


‘Madeleine’ Strong 176 
In L’ville; ‘Heaven’ 166 


Plenty of soldiers from Fort Knox, 
and droves of high schoolers here 





‘for the State high school basketball 


tournament hypoed biz for the 
downtown houses through Saturday 
(22), helping to overcome the Le”- 
ten slowup. “Stairway to Heaven 
at Loew's State is doing fine: like- 
wise “i3 Rue Madeleine” at the 
(Continued on page 22) 
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House’-Lester Sock $65,000, Chicago: 
“mash-Up 30G, ‘Madeleine’ 246, Great 


Chicago, March 25. + 





With less flu threats and first week 
of ice-free highways, biz generally 
is better currently as five new entries 

off. Top newcomer is “Red | 
House,” with Jerry Lester and Jan 
August on stage at Oriental, with 
t 000. “Favorite Brunette, 
oh new stageshow headed by King 
Cole Trio, looks strong $60,000 for | 
second stanza at the Chicago. ca 

“13 Rue Madeleine,” at Garrick, is 
heading for powerful $24,000, and 
“Smash-Up,” at Grand, is potent $30,- | 
900, “Affairs of Bel Ami” appears 
moderate $20,000 at the Palace. "Se- 
cret Heart” is doing fairly well at 
$20,000 at United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 95)—“Jolson 
Story” (Col) (13th wk). Steady $22,- | 
000. Last week, same. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)—‘“Fa- |} 
yorite Brunette” (Par) (2d wk) plus 
King Cole Trio on stage. Still strong 
at $60,000 or close. Last week, with 
Danny O'Neil p.a., $61,000 albeit be- 

» hopes. 
gy hm (B&K) (900; 95)—"13 Rue | 
Madeleine” (20th). Smash $24,000. 
Last week, “Beginning or End” (M- |, 
G) (2d wk), fine $12,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Smash- 
Up” (U), Potent $30,000. Last week, 
“Sinbad” (RKO) (Sth wk), fair 
$16,000. ae 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 65-95)— 
“Red House” (UA) and Jerry Lester 
and Jan August on stage. Great 
$65,000. Last week, “Apache Rose” 
(Rep) and Sugar Chile Robinson top- 
ping stage shaw, big $56,000. , 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—"“Affairs 
Bel Ami” (UA) and “Beat Band” 
(RKO). Moderate $20,000. Last 
week, “Locket” (RKO) and “Sweet- | 
heart Sigma Chi” (RKO), $16,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 65-95)— | 
“Daniel Boone” (Indie) and “Wind- | 
jammer” (Indie) (reissues). Toler- | 
able $10,500. Last week, “Last Mohi- 
eans” (PRC} and “Kit Carsen” 
(PRC) (reissues), $8,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95 )—‘Pur- | 
ued” (WB) (2d wk). Neat $20,000. | 

st week, great $28,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 95)— 
“Yearling” (M-G) (5th wk) 
$26,000. Last week, good $30,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 95)— 
“Secret Heart” (M-G). Tidy $20,000. 
Last week, “Perfect Marriage” (Par) 
(2d wk), neat $16,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 95-$1.80) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (14th wk). 
Handsome $33,000. Last week, $34,500. 


Pitt Up; ‘South’ Smash 
$19. 000, Calif.’ Lush 256 
~ ‘Smash-Up’ Nice at 166 


Pittsburgh, March 25. 

New films are all doing healthy biz 
and it looks like holdovers right 
down the line. Warner theatre, 
launching first-run policy with “Song 
of the South,” is getting thumping 
play. “California” has what it takes 
at the Stanley. 


aren't hurting “Smash-Up” too much 
at Harris. “Best Years of Our Lives” 








is starting to droop a little at Fulton, Reckoning” looks to land top coin | “Boston Blackie and Law” 


with stiff scale believed to be the 
Principal reason, while “Henry V” 
is holding steady as Art Cinema on 
road-show. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Art Cinema (260; 
(UA) (3d wk). Doing all 
it can do at night here, with only 
the mats off a little. Should do about 
same this week as last, around $6,000. 
a Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 90-$1.40)— 
Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Need 
for a pulmotor obviously felt, for 
Picture drops reserved showings and 
advanced ticket sale tomorrow 
(Wed.) and goes straight grind. How- 
ever, more than that stiff scale seems 
hurting. Holding to about $23,000 this 
week. Did $28,500 last stanza on 


Oscar awards. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
; ash-Up” (U). Will be near nice 
$16,000, encugh to give it holdover. 
st week. “Jolson tory” (Col) (5th 
wk), $11,000 in 6 days. 
K. Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 40-70 )— 
avorite Brunette” (Par) (2d wk). 
oming u i Ss 
$12,000 likely." ak ek ton Ganon 
om (WB) (800; 40-70)—“Pursued” 
LWB) (m.o.). Okay $3,000. Last week, 
sinning or End” (M-G) (m.o.), 
atomic dud at $2,000. 
«;Semator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
welson Story” (Col) (m.o.), Sixth 
eek downtown and it’s still sock at 
a Last week, “Shanghai Ges- 
re’ (20th) (reissue) and “Millie's 
ughter” (Col), $3,500 in 6 days. 
formanley_ (WB) (3,800; 40-70 )—“Cali- 
oo. ‘Par). Strong $25,000, and 
secon ts asa holdover. Last week, 
ond of “Pursued” (WB), $11,500. 
of Sounn wD) (2,000; 40-70 )—“Song 
sit uth” (RKO). Long-time m.o. 
©. house switches to first-run pol- 
i with this Disney feature. 
ya, Winner to launch new pol- 
Nai dy smash $19,000 or over. 
sno it sticks. Last week, “Ladies’ 
(Par), $7,000 in 8 days. 


;} seater Goldman. 


| 000 after husky $21,000 last. 
Trim | 


| 000. 


Indifferent notices | 


$1.20-$2.40)— | 


Last week, fine $22,000. | 


Has | 


Grosses Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ic, with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 


‘Sinbad Giant | 


$30,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, March 25. | 

Biz is brisk this week with four 
openings. High spot is “My Favorite | 
Brunette” at Mastbaum. Also blue 
chips is “Sinbad the Sailor,’ which 
is doing sensationally at the small- 
“It’s a Joke, Son” 
is being boosted by Gene Krupa band 
to fine week at the Earle. Surprise 
of current session is “Bedelia.” which 
is getting the benefit offf®mart bally 
despite lukewarm crix reception 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)- 
delia” (E-L). Neat $16,500. 
week, “Lady in Lake” (M-G) 
wk), only $8,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— 
“Humoresque” (WB) (2d run). Good 
$7,500. Last week, “Nora Prentiss” 
(WB) (2d run), $6,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“That 
Way With Women” (WB) (2d wk). 
So-so $15,500 after $21,500 last week. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 60-99)—“It’s a 
Joke” (E-L) with Gene Krupa orch. 
Fine $25,000 or near. Last week, 
“Swell Guy” (U) with Tommy 
Tucker orch, thin $16,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Boom- 
erang” (20th) (3d wk). Okay $16,- 











~*Be- 
Last | 
(3d | 


| Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
|—“Sinbad Sailor’ (RKO). Sock $30,- 
Last week, “Dead Reckoning” 
| (Col) (5th wk), $14,000. 


| —“Best 


‘Locket’ Trim 136 


‘Locket’-Vaude $15,000, 
Balto; ‘Years’ $32,000. 


Baltimore, March 25. 
Business is on the off-side here, 
with best action registered by “Best 
Years of Lives” which opened an 
upped-price run at the Town. “The 
Locket,” tied to vaude, at the combo 
Hippodrome also looks good. Rest of 
list is just fair. : 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20-60) 
—“Stairway to Heaven” (U). Un- 
exciting $13,000. Last week, “Love 
Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G), mild 
$10,860. 
Hippodreme (Rappaport) (2,240: 
25-70)—“Locket” (RKO) plus vaude. 
Reaching out for nice $15,000. Last 





| week, second of *Dead Reckoning” 
| (Col) and 


vaude, $12,900 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—“‘Swell Guy” (U). Starts today 
(Tues.) after two weeks of “Smash- 
Up” (U) to $10,500 after smart $15,- 


400. 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55) 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA). All-right 


$8,000. Last week, “Sun Valley Sere- 


nade” (20th) (reissue), $5,600 
New (Mechanic) (1.800: 20-60)— 
“Brasher Doubloon” (20th). Nice 


$11,000 or near. Last week, second 
of “Boomerang” (20th), steady $8,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)—‘“Fa- 
vorite Brunette” (Par) (2d wk). 
Good $13,000 after strong $17.300 
opener. 

Town (Rappapoet) (1,600; 90-$1.50) 
Years’ (RKO). First an- 
nounced for four or five shows daily | 
at $1.80 and then switched to grind 


at $1.50 top. Some confusion but 
| looks colossal $32.000 or near. un- 
heard of here. Last week, third of 


“Sinbad” (RKO), $10,200. 


Best Bet in K. C. 


Kansas City, March 25. | 

Nothing startling about film trade 
in any house, and moderate is best 
that can be said for the week's take. 
Helped by a cash contest, “Locket” 
at the Orpheum will make best show- 
ing. 





Estimates for This Week 
Esquire - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 

Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— | 

“Swell Guy” (U). So-so $14,000. Last 





| Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
| —“The Locket” (RKO) (2d wk). Nice 
| $14,500 after huge $19,000 last week. 
| Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94)— 
| “Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Lively $8,500. Last week, “Rue Mad- 
| eleine”’ (20th) (2d run), oke $6,500. 
| Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
| “Favorite Brunette” (Par). Great 
| ing. Last week. “Pursued” (WB) (2d 
|, wk), so-so $18,500. 


son Story” (Col) (4th wk). Terrific 
$34,000 after $38,500 opener. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)—“Be- 
ginning or End” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Slipping $8,000 after big $15,500, 





| 


RECKONING’ FAT 226 
IN 3 DENVER SPO 


Denver, March 25. 
three theatres, “Dead 


Playing 


| here this stanza. Best showing, how- 


| ever, is being made by “The Locket” | 


zt the Orpheum with a sock session. 
“Best Years” is still strong at the 
Aladdin. 
Estimates for This Week 
(Fox) (1,400; 90-$1.80)— 

| “Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk). Big 
' $15,000. Last week, record-breaking 
$20,000. 
| Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
|_“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) 
‘and “Caravan Trail” (PRC) (4th 
|wk). Fine $5,000 in 4 days. ~ Last 
| week, nice $7,000 
' Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
|“California” (Par) (4th wk). Oke 
| $8,000. Last week, fine $12,500. 
| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and “Susie 
Steps Out” (UA), day-date with 
Esquire, Webber. Good $15,000. 
Last week, “Jolson Story” (Col) (2d 
| wk), good $15,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Dead 
Reckoning” 
Out” (UA), also Denver, 
|; Nice $4,000. Last week. 
| Story” (Col) (2d wk), $4,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
\“The Locket” (RKO) and “Beat 
| Band” (RKO). Big $18,000. 
week, “Beginning or End 
end “Freddie Steps Out” 
fine $17,500. se 

Paramount (2.200; 35-74)— 


| Aladdin 


Webber 
“Jolson 


(M-G) 
(Mono), 


(Fox) 


$11,000, Last week, “Swell Guy” 
(U-I) and “Bringing Up Father 
(Mono), fair $9,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Jolson 
Story” (Col), after two weeks at 
Denver, Esquire, Webber. Record 
$7,500. Holds. Last week, “Ramrod 
(UA) and “Betty Co-Ed” (Col) 
| (m.o.), good $3,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Dead 
Reckoning” (Col) and “Susie Steps 
| Out” (UA), also Denver, Esquire. 
|Good $3,000. Last week, “Jolson 
i Story” (Col) (2d wk), $3,000. 





(Col) and “Susie Steps | 


Last | 


“Return of Monte Cristo” (Col) and | 
“Blondie’s Big Moment” (Col). Trim | 


Daughter” (Indie). Cen- 
tinues house on its foreign film pol- 
icy. Nice $6,000. Last week, “Brief 
Encounter” (UW) (3d wk), fancy $4,- 
| 500. 

| Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
|“‘Red House” (UA) and “Thirteenth 
| Hour” (Col). Fair $13,000. Last 


| digger’s 


$36,000 plus $4,000 for Sunday show- | week, “Dead Reckoning” (Col) and | session. 


“Susie Steps Out” (Col), $14,000. 
Newman (Paramount) 


i wk). Good $10,000 or 
| week, big $17,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) 
“The Locket” (RKO) and “Beat the 
| Band” (RKO). “Locket” in behind a 
cash contest for nice $13,000. Last 
| week, “Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) and 
“Dangerous Money” (Mono) (2d wk), 
big $9,000. 
Tewer (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 45-65 )— 
|“Apache Rose” (Rep) and “Over the 
| Santa Fe Trail” (Col) with vaude on 
stage. Traffic up a bit to $9,500. Last 
| week, “Secret of Whistler” (Col) and 


over. Last 


| with vaude, slow $8,000. 





‘Ride’ -Beneke-Miller 
Big $31,000 in Cincy; 


Cincinnati, March 25. 

Combo Albee regains the down- 
town biz lead this week with the Tex 
| Beneke-Glenn Miller band on stage 
jand “Devil Thumbs Ride.” Straight 
| films are fronted by “Best Years” in 
second week at Capitol after house- 
record opener. New bills are “Lady 
in Lake,” lush at the Grand, and 
“Locket” okay in the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95 )—*“Devil 
Thumbs Ride” (RKO) and Tex Ben- 
eke-Glenn Miller orch, others, on 

stage. Sock $31,000. Last week, “Beat 
Band” (RKO) and King Cole Trio, 
others. on stage, $30,000. 

Capitol (RKO) 
“Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk). Plump 
| $24,000 on heels of $32,000 preem, 
new high on present policy. 
| Grand (RKO) (1,430; 55-70)—“Lady 
| in Lake” (M-G). 
lon. Last week, “Beginning or End” 
| «M-G) (2d wk), slow $5,500. 
| Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70)—*“Stair- 
| way to Heaven” (U) (3d wk). Good 
| $6, after swell $9,000 second sesh. 

Lyrie (RKO) 
Carson” (PRC) and “Last of Mohi- 
cans” (PRC). Hotsy $8,000. Ditto 
|last week on “Raider” (Indie) and 
|“Down Missouri Way” (Rep). 
| Palace (RKO) (2600; 55-70)— 
| “Locket” (RKO). Okay $13,000. Last 

week, “Johnny O'Clock” (Col), $15,- 
000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-70)— 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) (m.o.). Mild 
$3.500 in 6 days. Last week, “Nora 
Prentiss” (WB) (m.o.), $4,500. 








week, “Boomerang” (20th), $15,000. | 
Kime (Dickinson) (550; 65 \—“*Well- | 


(1,900; 45- | 
| Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)—“Jol- | 65)—“Favorite Brunette” (Par) (2d | 


(1,900; 45-65 )— | 


(Col) | 


‘Lake’ 146, ‘Locket’ 136. 


(2,000; 90-$1.50)— | 


Holds. | 
Lush $14,000. Holds | 


(1,400; 55-70)—‘“Kit | 


N. Y. Brisk; “Apley’ 


Great $140,000, 


‘Brunette’-J. Dorsey Wham at 1106, 
‘Locket’ 306, ‘B’klyn’-Kaye 696, 2d 


With five new, strong bills open- 
ing and holdovers continuing to 
show a stout tone, Broadway first- 
runs shape up in healthy fzshion 
this week. Rain on Monday (24) 
cut into week's total take but preva- 
lence of favorable weather 
contributing to the good overall pic- 
ture. Many Times Square deluxers 
are depending more and more on 
strong weekends to make for a solid 
seven-day biz’ period, Since the past 
weekend brought big houses, most 


still is 


| thez.tres are happy currently. 


Both the Paramount and the Music 
Hall are the bright spots, and each 


will sshow sock sessions. Former 
with “My Favorite Brunette,” plus 
Jimmy Dorsey band, Pat Henning 


and Louis Jordan Tympany Five on 
stage, looks to hit great $110,000. 
The Hall, with “Late George Apley” 
and the big Easter Show on the 
stzge, is likewise smash at $140,000. 
“The Locket” is doing a good $30,- 
000 on first week ending last (Tues. ) 
night at the Palace. “Devil Thumbs 
a Ride,” at the Rialto, is heading for 
strong $10,000 or better, and holds. 
“Dead Keckoning,” playing second 
run at the State plus vaude headed 
by Gene Sheldon and “Songwriters 
on Parade,” will strike fine $26,506 
“Fzermer’s Daughter” teed off 
yesterday (Tues.) at the Rivoli after 
three disappointing weeks of “Blaze 
of Noon.” Latter slid to thin $14,000 
on concluding | stanza. Criterion 
brings in “Johnny O'Clock” today 
(Wed.) after a rather dreary week | 
with “Show-Off,” which likely will 
be near $19,000 for the single session. 
Globe is doing well enough at $25,- 
000 with “Red House” in current 
(2d) frame to hold a third, House 
has “That's My Mén” set to follow. 
Roxy is opening “Carnival in 
Costa Rica” Friday (28) instead of | 
usual opening day, Wednesday. 
Switch was made because “Boomer- 
ang” is set to play RKO houses in 
N. Y., this picture, coupled with 
stageshow headed by Katherine Dun- 
| ham dancers, Ernesto Lecuona, Phil 
| Regan and Sid Caesar, still being 


| big. It will finish third week at 
stout $90,000 and goes two days 
| more. Connee Boswell and Jackie | 


Miles head new stage layout start- 
|ing Friday. 

| Park Avenue is bringing in “Time 
| Out of Mind” on April 5, and re- 
| verting to reserved-seat, two-a-day 
policy. Current film, “Yezrs Be- 
tween,” is down to $7,500 this 
| Estimates for This Week 


| —“Best Years” (RKO) (20th wk). 
| Climbing a bit over last week via 
Academy awards, and still great at 
$43,500; last week was $42,000. 
Capitol (Loew’s) 
—"“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) 
with Sammy Kaye orch, Harvey 
Stone heading stegeshow (2d wk). 
Still stout at $69,000 after big $86,000 


week with “Show-Off” (M-G). Red 
Skelton comedy wound up with thin 
$19,000 or near. In ahead, “Sche- 
herazade” (U) (3d wk), $17,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Red House” (UA) (2d wk). Fairly 
nice at $25,000 after splendid $39000 
initial session. Stays third frame 
with “That’s My Mzn” (Rep) due to 
open next. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
| ‘Angel and Badman” (Rep) (4th 
| wk). Will do trim $10,000 or over; 
| third was $11,500, both nice profit. 


| Stays a fifth. 

| Golden (UA) (767: $1.20-$2.40)— 
|““Henry V” (UA) (30th wk). Hold- 
_ing steady around recent levels. For 
| 29th week ended last Saturday (22) 
| hit $7,500; 28th stanza was $8,000, 
both very profitable. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 70-$1.10) 
—“Nora Prentiss’ (WB) (5th wk). 
| Getting Okay $13,500 this session 
| after $16,000 for fourth. Stays until 





| April 5 when “2 Mrs. arrolls” 
, (WB) opens. 

| Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— | 
“Locket” (RKO) (2d wk). Looks to 


| hit good $30,000 in first week ending 


In ahead, “Sin- 
(8th wk), smooth 


(3,664: 70-$1.50) 
| —“Favorite Brunette” (Par) and 
|; Jimmy Dorsey orch, Pat Henning, 
Louis Jordan (2d wk). Initial stanza 
| ended last (Tues.) night hit great 
| $110,000 or slightly better. 
| week, “Suddenly Spring” (Par) plus 
| Johnny Long orch, Joan Edwards, 
Buddy Lester (3d wk), down 
$47,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 70-$2.40) — “George 
Apley” (20th) and Hall's big Easter 
Show on stage. Starting out in 
rousing fashion with sock $140,000 
or over likely. Naturally holds. Last 
week. “Sea of Grass” (M-G) and 
4 stageshow (3d wk), $108,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$2.40) 
—“Years Between” (U) (3d wk). 


| last (Tues.) night. 
| bad” (RKO) 
$19,000. 

| Paramount (Par) 





| “Thief of 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300: 95-$2.40) | 


(4,820: 70-$1.50) | 


opener, slightly below hopes. Con- | 


tinues. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700: 60-$1.25) 
—‘Johnny O'Clock” (Col). Opens 
today (Wed.) after disappointing | 


Last | 


to | 


Slipping to modest $7,500 this frame; 


last was only $8,500, below hopes. 
House goes back to reserved-seat, 
two-a-day policy on April 5 when it 
brings in “Time Out of Mind” (U), 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85) — 
“Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO). Get- 
ting fancy $10,000 or near, and holds. 
In ahead, “Dangerous Millions” 
(20th), $7,200. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 

“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO 
off here yesterday (Tues.). Last 
week “Blaze of Noon” (Par) (3d 
wk), slid way off to thin $14,000; 
second was $21,000. Second and third 


60-$1.25) 
Teed 


sessions were as disappointing as 
opening one 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50) — 


(20th) with Katherine 
Dunham dancers, Ernesto Lecuona, 
Sid Caesar, Phil Regan on stage 
(4th-final wk). Going only two days 
past third week to make way for 
opening of “Costa Rica” (20th) on 
Friday (28). Third round held to 
stout $90,000. while second was 
strong $103,000. 
State (Loew's) 
“Dead Reckoning” 
with vaude headed by Gene Shel- 
don, “Songwriters on Parade” 
others Fine $26.500. Last week, 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) (2d run) 
with Michael O’Shea, J. C. Heard 
Five, Wilde Twins, others, stage, 
stout $28,500. way over hopes. 
Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“Pursued” (WB) plus Louis Prima 
orch, Frank MarloWe heading stage- 
show (3d wk). Continues big at 
$56,000; second strong $60,000 but bit 
off from expectancy. Continues. 
Victoria (Mzurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— 
Bagdad” (FC) (reissue) 
(3d wk). Sturdy $12,500 after okay 
$15,000 for second. Stays fourth. 
Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20) —"“Stairway to Heaven” (U) 
(2d wk). Still doing nicely at $29,- 
000 or near; first was big $31,000 but 
not up to hopes. . 


“Boomerang” 


(3.450: 43-$1.10)— 
(Col) (2d run) 


Prov.; ‘Lake’ Stout 226, 


| ‘Sue’ and Vaude Hot 86 


Providence, March 25. 

Albee more than doubled its scale 
for “Best Years of Lives” and is do- 
ing sock biz. Loew’s is nice with 
“Lady in the Lake.” “Sioux City 
| Sue” plus vaudeville is giving Fay’s 
a nice week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 90-$1.50)— 
“Best Years” (RKO). Looks to get 
wow $48,000. Last week, “The Lock- 
et’ (RKO) and “Plainsman and 
Lady” (RKO) (2d wk), good $14,500. 

Cariton( Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
“Kit Carson” (PRC) and “Last of 
| Mohicans” (PRC) (reissues) (2d wk), 
Nice $6,000. First sesh was happy 
$7,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Sioux 
City Sue” (Rep) and vaude on stage. 
Bangup $8,000. Last week, “Confi- 
dential Agent” (WB) (reissue) and 
vaude, $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“That Way With Women” (WB) and 
“Devil On Wheels” (PRC). Fancy 
| $16,000. Last week, “Nora Prentiss” 
| (WB) (24 wk), big $14,000. 


| Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
|65)—“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) and 
|“Hard-Boiled Mahoney” (Rep) (3d 


|wk). Snappy $10,000. Second week, 
| $13,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65 )—‘“Lady 
in Lake” (M-G) and “Blondie’s Holi- 
day” (M-G). Stout $22,000. Last 
week, “Dead Reckoning” (Col) and 
“Blonde for a Day” (Col), strong 
$26,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘“Perfect Marriage” (Par) and 
“Blind Spot” (Col). Oke $12,000. Last 
week, “Cross My Heart” (Par) and 
“Lone Wolf Mexico” (Col) (2d wk), 
$9,000. 


‘Locket’-Vaude Mildish 
236, Frisco; ‘Lake’ 2136 


San Frzncisco, March 25. 

Spring-like weather here is being 
blamed for the dull business tone at 
film theatres. All spots took a lick- 
ing from the weather, even “Best 
| Years” tumbling from its terrific 
| opening week figure at the United 
Nations. “Lady in Lake” is making 
a fairly good showing. Among the 
mild openers are “Fabulous Dor- 
| seys,” “The Locket,” “Boomerang” 
,and “Bezst With Five Fingers.” 
Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60-95) 
|—“Locket” (RKO) plus vaude headed 





'by Smiley Burnette and Chuck- 
wagon Boys. Mildish $23,000 or bet- 
|ter. Last week, “Sinbad Sailor” 


| (RKO) plus vaude headed by Bob 
| Evans and Art Norkus Trio (3d wk), 
| fine $17,000. 

| Fex (FWC) (4,651; 55-95)-—“Boom- 
|erang” (20th). Drab $22,000. Last 
| (Continued on page 22) 
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Th I Colbert explaining ‘to a dining car Minia R ° carries ext i weight be- gnnowpees, and has now returned 
~€ Egg and om waiter—who has dropped an egg and ture eviews ~~ i. 4 eg _ , ett Direction b Ciestecne, whais 
Universal release. of | Chester Pha tren refuses to take it seriously—what “The Egg and I” (U). Pleasing | « Apache Rose” than expected in a| reputation rests mainly on docu. 
Groduction. "stars Claudette vjorie ‘Main, lipt bid ce Nene rae “ror digest comedy picturization of the best- | Rogers western but it contains plenty "Blapest PB» i - fil 
; M ie Main, oO - y , ; : ; al . 
pouise Allbritton, and. Percy Kilbride. ‘Di: Miss. Colbert turns to the audience| selling book should do well at be atl ying BB coe a Bag Fn ens, for whom there appears tots 
rected by Erskine. Screenplay, Erskine and | exasperatedly and declares: “I could} the b.0. ; 
Finklehoffe, from the boo y y Mi write a book.” 


i a strong vogue at the 
Donald. Editor, Russell Schoengarth; cam Which is, of course, “Carnival in Costa Rica” (Mu- | presentation comes from Dale Evans oe nenaeer 
nald. or, Russell § z : - ’ 


ra, Milton Krasner; music, Frank Skinner. 


exactly what Miss MacDonald did. 


sical-Color) (20th). Bright color 


radeshown N. Y., March 21, 47. Running} production as whole is plenty ade- 


: and rhythmic Latin tunes make 
quate, although not splashy, showing 


eer Wavae Claudette Colbert for good entertainment. 














WES BELT ko os codaeves ds Fred MacMurray | that Goetz was minding alge ~ 500 “Love and Learn” (WB). 
ig, SO a » ie eaten ae yn ete ie AE aay hg sitar on Lightweight musical slated for 
Pa Kettle....-..cccesseeserss Percy Kilbride the ‘pleasing qualities of the picture moderate boxoffice returns. 
oe geese" be ac watchs niginy House as a whole. Herb. “Backlash” (20th). Fair who- 
teas. ht i teaeace soe —_— dunit ee = go ian 
, Hemty.ccccccceseseses Donald MacBride | “Apache Rose” (Musical-Color 
Sheriff. vecvvecesesensesss Samuel 8. Hinds Carnival in Cesta Riea (Rep). Initial Roy Rogers mu- 
Daltys Mother... ......, Mtianbeth Risdon (MUSICAL—COLOR) sical oater in color gives extra 
Geoduck eaves eus Beaseudes Te Bates | : Hollywood, March 22. value for marketing. 
Cab Dri er, saad ; seeanine _Fuzzs Knight Paso eae Dick megane Vera-Ellen, “Nicholas Nickleby” (GFD). 
ee, Sees Bete, ---Soeky Vougeas | oe Romero, Celeste Holm; feature’ suban | British-made version of Dickens’ 
i ——— fee ee ‘Gregory Ratoff. Orig- story too slow, lacking marquee 
This picturization of Betty Mac- | i oer Sa a ee draw for big U. S. gg 
Donald's best-selling book is the ini-| (Piihnicolor), Harry | Jackson; music, “Untamed Fury” (PRC). Light- 
tial big-budgeter to come from the] Ernesio Lecuona; lyrics, Harry Ruby, with 


weight actioner for the duals. 
“Turners of Prospect Road” 
(GN). Greyhound racing meller 


| added lyrics by Sunny Skylar and Albert 
| Stillman: dances, Leonide Massine; editor, 
William Reynolds. Reviewed at Grauman’s 


Universal studios since the merger 
with International last fall that re- 
sulted in installation of Bill Goetz 














from that standpoint, most of the 
changes that have been made in 
adapting the yarn have been for the | 
better and the book’s vast audience 
should turn out en masse. 


Screen story devised by Chester 
Erskine and Fred Finklehoffe tampers 
very little with the load of amusing 
situations Miss MacDonald gets her- 
self into when her husband snaps 
her out of a Boston finishing school 
and takes her off to the modern-day 
frontier of the Pacific Northwest to 
embark on chicken farming. Femme 
knows nothing of od eo reg in 
general, let alone under conditions 
that include no indoor plumbing and 
no electricity, so the flock of inci- 
dents that enliven her life are hardly 
surprising. Picture takes them up, 
one after the other, with light-heart- 
edness and good humor. 

Shortcoming is in an evenness of 
treatment—partially in the writing 
but more importantly in Erskine’s 
direction—that fails to suck the 
drama out of the situations presented 
in the book. Even the supposedly 
big scene where a forest fire licks 
down at all that the chicken-rais- 
ing couple have in the world—their 
home, barn and henhouses—fails to 


Believe Me,” by Charlie Tobias, M. K. 
Jerome and Ray Heindorf, and “If 
You Are Coming Back to Me” and 
“Happy Me,” by Jerome end Jack 
Scholl. Numbers are sung by Jack 
Carson and “Believe Me” is reprised 
by Trudi Erwin in dancehall se- 
quence for okay results, 

Martha Vickers is the rich girl who 
takes a fling at life by aiding the 
srogeung tunesmiths, Carson and 
Robert utton. Her masquerade 
causes boys plenty of confusion and 
makes for misunderstanding between 
gal and Hutton chat doesn’t get 
cleared up until the final reel. Trio 
work hard for chuckles, as does Janis 
Paige, girl friend of Carson. 

Otto Kruger, Miss Vicker’s under- 
standing papa; Craig Stevens, her 
stuffed shirt fiance, and others in 
cast are adequate to characters as- 
signed. Trio of scripters on Harry 
Sauber’s story added little. They 
were Eugene Conrad, Francis Swann 
and I. A. L. Diamond. Lensing and 
other technical factors are standard. 

Brog. 


“Carnival in Costa Rica” gains con- 
siderable from authentic footage 
filmed in the Central American cof- 
fee capital. The tunes are gay, the 
Technicolor beautiful and the story 
adequate. Sight appeal of production 
is excellent, the pace is sprightly. 
Three dance numbers are spotted 
with Vera-Ellen’s terping a decided 
assist. She also appears to advan- 
tage on vocaling with Dick Haymes. 

Gregory Ratoff’s direction gets a 
lot of movement into telling rather 
ordinary story of a Latin boy and 
girl, betrothed to each other by their 
parents, but in love with someone 
else. The boy, Cesar Romero, has 
fallen for Celeste Holm, nitery singer, 
while the girl, Vera-Ellen, goes for 
Dick Haymes, coffee buyer. This plot, 
which moves steadily to the expected 
conclusion, is adequate framework 
for tunes and dances meshed in un- 
der William A. Bacher’s production 
guidance. 

“Another Night. Like This,” “I'll 
Know It’s Love” and “Mi Vida” are 
standout songs, given strong presen- 
tation by Vera-Ellen and Haymes. 
Numbers are by Ernesto Lecuona and 
Harry Ruby. Additional lyrics for 





Backlash 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel (Cliff 


‘ ae . ° * R. G ) roduction. Feat - 
achieve suspense or deep-seated emo- “In Costa Rica” and “Gui Pi Pia” | ers, ‘Richard Travis, iauep- Winker Jon 
tional drama. For all that can be| Were contributed by Sunny,Skylar | Eldredge, Leonard ‘Strong. Directed by 


seen of the fire in the picture, it | and Albert Stillman. There also are | Eugene Forde. Story and screenplay by 






: “ ” Irving Elman; camera, Benjamin Kline; 

i ore serious than| two instrumentals, “Maracas” andj Qaitor, willl F. Claxton. Previewed 
ry Med ee sees tobbane chtks “Rhumba Bamba,” played by the Le-| N.Y’, March 19, "47, Ronning time, 66 

Likewise, through the film, all the |Cuona Cuban Boys. Mins. we, 
mishaps are treated from the light| Vera-Ellen scores with choreog-| iid ‘conto Richard ‘Travis 
and humorous angle, rather than oc-|T@Phy, particularly in the “Bridal | ¢¢ ‘Jerry McMullen... )//).. Larry Blake 
casionally from the dramatic, with | Night” production number. She is| John Morland.......... +++-.John Eldredge 
ten ceaain donk ten benae mane given ‘an assist on opening produc- | Stranger ce cesccccese -»-Leonard Strong 
pointed up and comes out as a series | tion dance by Leonide Massine, who | y7™** pe Ra debe > "Oonrte 
of chuckles instead of the belly | Staged dances. Celeste Holm sings} Rea nailey..... Douglas Fowley 
laughs that result when an audience | “Gui Pi Pia,” which is worked into | Dorothy....................... Sara_ Berner 
augns tha 1 fie ti n R Det. Sgt. Tom Carey....Richard Benedict 
jumps on a bit of comedy as relief | !arge fiesta production number. Ro- | P 

Pete mar : . between Haymes and Vera- ee SE Ee Wynne Larke 

from a throat-gripping situation. | mance DOAOEOOR, (5 5 dc. osc ciocces ..-Susan Klimist 
Erskine and Finklehoffe seem to miss | Ellen is pleasantly depicted and fares ' 





better- than the Romero-Miss Holm 
story sequences, 

Anne Revere is excellent as Vera- 
Ellen’s mother. J. Carrol Naish and 
Pedro de Cordoba spot some frantic 
antic comedy as the two Latin papas. 

estor Paiva is a believable priest. 

uch of the footage was taken in 
Costa Rica and is a sterling tourist 
plug, displaying scenic beauty and 
| pageantry of fiesta tinfe in coffee 
|land. Ace camera work is by Harry 
Jackson, who obtained full tint val- 


completely—as Miss MacDonald did 
somewhat in her book, too—the fact 
that great comedy must hew right up 
to that thin line that divides it from 
extreme pathos. 

Miss Colbert is appealing but not 
entirely believable as the city gal 
who accepts so willingly out of wifely 
love the rugged life husband Mac- 
Murray lays out for her. MacMurray 
runs through his role in his routine, 
superficial fashion—which is unfor- 
tunately accentuated by the impas- 


Modest-budgeted whodunit is a 
fair mystery, with suspense sus- 
fained in large part. Slow action 
and commonplace dialog are hin- 
drances, and lack of rames is fur- 
ther indication of its slotting. It’s 
fair product for the duals. 


Film is a slightly involved story 
about a supposed murder, with a 
half dozen -persons as likely sus- 
pects. Script is a succession of 
scenes wherein a police lieutenant 
interrogates the various suspects, 





sive manner of the telling of the | UeS in his lensing. Brog. | and slowly works his way to solu- 
story itself. Percy Kilbride and Mar- age a + tion of the mystery. Story weaves 
orie Main, as the Kettles, the to- Leve and Learn back and forth in brief flashbacks, 


cco-road-like neighbors of Miss 
Colbert and MacMurray, are liter- 
ally tops as character players, ac- 
counting, by their feeling and under- 


which device wears thin after a 
time. 


Larry Blake does a satisfactory 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, March 25. 


Warner Bros. release of William Jacobs 


production. Stars Jack Carson, Robert Hut- | job as 2 og Rohe a mong oo 
standing of their roles, for high points | to. Martha Vickers, Janis Paige; features | but Richard Benedict clowns too 
in the film every time they’re on oe ee, ee aie ate yi | much as_ his ‘assistant. Catherine 
the screen. Billy House also scores | rectea by Frederick ‘de Cordova. Screen- | Morland is attractive as the dame 


‘in the character department as an | play, Eugene Conrad, Francis Swann, I. A. 


in the case. 
itinerant merchant. L. Diamond; adapted from story by Harry 


John Eldredge and 
Douglas Fowley handle the heavy 





|} Chinese, March 21, ‘47. Running time, only good enough for dualers in 
as production topper. There was | 96 MINS. oe d 
naturally, therefore, every effort to Jeff Stephens....++0++++++++.. Dick Haymes England where produced. 
make — be nah Pies ptm ~€ Pepe ces cant peecces Cesar Romero shure aah tah nent Re EA AR ei 
nounc olicy Of nothin : Ff COME. nso iics Copwescontiaensd Celeste Holm; _. . : 
portant as. While the result is not! Elsa Molina.......... at Anne Revere |Trich girl theme. Story brings two 
tstandingly auspicious, “The Egg | Rico Molina........++++e+.-J. Carrol Naish | angles together, romance blossoms, 
pn ae ge laugh-getter de-| Mr. Castro......sseeeeeees Pedro de Cordoba | gets a misunderstanding setback and 
and I 1s a solid aug -8 : BEEK. cdo sctucdes Che96s 04 Barbara Whiting - then moves into the expected finale 
signed to hit the b.o. with good iM-/| Father Rafuel........ccsce0s Nester Paiva eliech Film doesn’t have a top 
CUOERK 6 on ccc neseacens ees eerteress ritz Felc ° —s 
-_ d Fred Mac- | JobDMY, Molina.....-sseeeeeees. Tommy Ivo| budget, but William Jacobs’ produc- 
Claudette Colbert an ~ I Mrs. Castro Mimi Aguglia | tion supervision has given it okay 
seaecette boxoflice'drawe currently, | Costes nn." Kana Demetri | Physical appurtenances. Frederick 
moderate boxoffice a onli atand DORTNGs di\ chvcudssacestdect) Severo Lopez | de Cordova’s direction makes the 
60 the picture must pee vo Sey . »d MOMGIBE <i vchade coe hacas' William Edmunds | best of the material and does endow 
on its own feet, albeit plenty een rs MMs a0 so ndbebabaese ++.-+-Soledad Jiminez | picture with good pace. 
by the tremendous popularity of Miss Bartender. ....seeeseeeesee0 Alfredo Sabato Tune lineup includes “Would You | 
MacDonald’s bestseller. Fortunately, | Cab Driver.............. .Martin Garralaga 


with singing of “There’s Nothin’ Like 
Coffee in the Mornin’.” Rogers does 
well by “Wishing Well.” Title tune, 
“Ride Vaquero,” is reprised several 
times, and “Jose,” sung by Sons of 
Pioneers, complete score. 

Rogers is an oil wildcatter in this 
one and runs into some highly com- 
plicated skullduggery when he tries 
to get drilling rights on an old Span- 
ish landgrant. Tc make the plot mod- 
ern, there’s a gambling ship anchored 
offshore, but that script concession 
doesn’t lessen fact that it’s the old 
formula land steal. Gamblers know 
about the oil and are seeking to take 
over the land by virtue of 10.U's 
owed them by the ranch owner. 

Dale Evans is a Tugboat Annie of 
the west and does well by the assign- 


ment. Olin Howlin is in for prairie | 


comedy as Rogers’ pal. Russ Vincent, 
the ranch owner; Terry Frost, sheriff; 
George Meeker, chief heayy; Minerva 
Urecal, Conchita Lemus, dancer, are 
among those giving Rogers good sup- 
port. 

William Witney’s direction of the 
Gerald Geraghty original script spots 
some good action moments in the Ed- 
‘ward J. White production. Color 
lensing by Jack Marta and other 
contributions are expert. Brog. 


Nicholas Nickleby 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 12. 


General Film Distributors release of 
Ealing Studios production, Stars Cedrie 
Hardwicke, Stanley Holloway; features 
Alfred Drayton, Cyril Fletcher, Fay 
Compton, Bernard Miles, Sybil Thorndike, 
Derek Bond. Directed by Cavalcanti. 
Screenplay by John Dighton from Charles 
Dickens’ novel Music by Lord Berners, 
conducted by Ernest Irving. Camera, 
Gordon Dines, At Tivoli theatre, London. 


Running time, 108 MINS, 


Nicholas Nickleby ............ Derek Bond 


Ralph Nickleby ........ Cedric Hardwicke 
Mrs. Nickleby ..............Mary Merrall 
Kate Nickleby ..........Sally Ann Howes 
Newman Noggs ....+0..... Bernard Miles 
meee TM COOOUY, ccnccccéecied Athene Seyler 
*Wackford Squeers ........: Alfred Drayton 
Mrs, Squeers..............Sybil Thorndike 
NT ORE SY Vida Hope 
Wackford Squeers, Jr..... Roy Hermitage 


Alfred Mantalini 
Madame Mantalini 
Vincent Crummles 
Mrs. Crummles 
Ned Cheeryble 
Charles Cheeryble {.., 
Frank Cheeryble 


goes eceese Cyril Fletcher 
yaeadened Fay Compton 
-«++-- Stanley Holloway 
Vera 


Tames Hayter 





Vévndesnabes Emrys Jones 
Tim Linkinwater .......... Roddy Hughes 
EE b04 0400640406645 b00 we Aubrey Woods 
Te. cca céekes Patricia Hayes 
EUs on sg phew heeds is George Relph 
SEROCNIG BUCT ces icccccccesés'tes Jill Balcon 
Mr. Gregsbury............Michael Shepley 


Sir Mulberry Hawk......... Cecil Ramage 

Second in the present Dickens 
cycle, this inevitably will be com- 
pared with. Cineguild’s “Great Ex- 
pectations.” To make an _ enter- 
taining film of this Dickens classic 
needed more courage than producer 
Michael Balcon has shown. He 
should have ignored the vociferous 
rabid clique of Dickensians and 
thought first of the millions who 
care little or nothing whether an 
particular character or episode is 
missing as long as the picture does 
no violence to the author and is en- 
tertaining. Long list of players known 
here may put this one over in Eng- 
land, but in U.S. it will need a lot of 
selling to get okay boxoffice. 

The 52 characters of the original 
have proved too much for the scrip- 
writer here. Some minor characters 
like Peg Sliderskew, Mr. Witterly, 
John Browdie and Brooker have 
been left out, and Gride has become 
amalgamated with Ralph at ‘the end, 
but the screenplay is more in the 
nature of a condensation into a 
series of scenes. And that’s the 
way it appears on the screen. 
There’s a constant skipping from 
one character to another, from one 
scene to another, without that es- 
sential binding thread running right 
through. 

Nicholas’ adventures with the 
Crummles family has an old ham 
actor sig played by Stanley 
Holloway. he stage scenes are 
amusing, but they do little to fur- 
ther the main story and, as an in- 
terlude, they slow up what action 
there might be.. Scenes in Dothe- 
boys Hall, which should have been 
among the .most memorable, are 
slovenly, untidy and cramped. For 
some reason, Alfred Drayton, who 
otherwise gives a fine performance, 





Pearce | 


Cane. 


Untamed Fury 

PRC release of Danches Bros. 

Scott) production, directed by Scott. Feas 
tures Gaylord Pendleton, Leigh Whipper 
Mikel Conrad, Mary Conwell, Althea Murs 
phy. Screenplay, Taylor Caven and Pay} 
Gerard Smith based on Scett’s story, « Gas 
tor Bait’’; camera, Ernest Miller; 





(Ewing 


edi 

Robert Crandall; music, Alexander Lassie 
Tradeshown N. Y., March 20, ‘47. Rune 
ning time, 61 MINS, 

pe 8 ere e+» Gaylord Pendleton 
'Gator-Bait Kirk.....s.00.....Mikel Conrad 
Uncle Gabe.....cesesseeess. Leigh Whipper 
SUGia  Bighe.ccccses eeeveesss..Mary Conwell 
Patricia Wayburn..........-.Althea Murphy 
Sam Kirk.......e++seee0..dack Rutherfora 
Crane OWen....eses Ceerecess Charles Keane 
RD awk e cei veeee ssoeoees. ROdman Bruce 
SWAMPEF....cccesvcccesececs... Paul Savage 
POMPANO. .cciccececcs Ceeceres E. G. Marshall 
John Bradbury. ....s-eeees: Norman MacKay 





Fairly writhing with alligators js 
this story of life deep in Florida’s 
Okefenokee swamp region. Pro. 
ducer-director Ewing Scott filmed his 
own tale on location in the watery 
backwoods and while generating oc. 
casional suspense, picture's niche wil] 
be found in the lower half of the 
duals. With no cast names, exhibs 
will have to rely upon exploiting the 
film’s background to draw ’em in. 

Told in flashback, footage resolves 
itself into a feud between two swamp 
raised lads, Gaylord Pendleton and 
Mikel Conrad. College trained, for 
mer becomes a state engineer bent 
upon improving the lot of the Oke- 
fenokee dwellers while Conrad stays 
behind and emerges from boyhood as 
a typical swamp denizen. Balance of 
story is rather obvious. Conrad at- 
tempts to prevent any change in the 
Okefenokee and eventually realizes 
he had the wrong attitude. 

Sandwiched in are some fair ro- 
mantic scenes contributed by Mary 
Conwell and Althea Murphy. There 
are also some okay underwater swim. 
ming shots. Alligator sequences 
should garner a fair amount of inter- 
est. Generally thesping is in keeping 
with apparently low budget. Scott's 
direction is slow moving, while 
Ernest Miller’s lensing adequately 
captures the swamp atmosphere. 


The Turners of Prospect 


Road 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 13. 


Grand National release of Maurice J. 
Wilson. production, Stars Jeanne de 
Casalis, Wilfrid Lawson. Directed by 
Maurice J. Wilson. Screenplay, Patrick 
Kirwan, Victor Katona; camera, Freddie 
Ford. At Hamer theatre, London. Run- 


ning time, 76 MINS, 
Will 


«++. Wilfrid Lawson 
+»-Helena Pickard 






ts eee Peer cece -Maureen Gyynné 
Grandma.......4. eescccccces Amy Veness 
Mrs. Webster.....eee.+.-Jeanne de Casalis 
Oy . SIRT F500 d dade c cgsvets« Peter Bull 
Mr. Webster..... seccecseees Leslie Perrins 
Terence O’Keefe............Shamus Locke 
BUUNEE i 660440cedieke< seess+-Desmond Tester 
Magistrate.........++...-Ciiristopher Steele 
Jacqueline....... coeces . Giselle Morlaix 
aaa? Coeeecesees Joy Frankau 


Andrew Carroll......00. 
Knocker...... 


ee ee eeeee 


. Andrew Blackett 
eocccosess Gus McNeas 
+se+-Charles Farrell 





Greyhound racing, a sport that 
has millions of followers in_ this 
country, is the star attraction of this 
homey picture, It might pay to in- 
dicate this in the billing. ; 

The Turner family comprises a 
philosophical randma, a_ tired 

ousewife, taxi-driver father and a 
nice schoolgirl. Father finds an un- 
wanted greyhound pup in his cab 
and presents it to his daughter. She 
takes it to a track to be trained 
and it soon proves to be in the 
Derby class. An unscrupulous pro- 
fessional backer who has entered 
the favorite for the Derby, makes 
an abortive attempt to buy the 
girl’s dog. When her father refuses 
to sell, there’s a drunken driving 
frameup with the usual payoff when 
the taxi-driver’s friends deal out 
rough justice to the gang as the 
girl’s dog wins the classic race. 

No frills and an unaccountable 
lack of humor. For some_ reason 
Jeanne de Casalis, the feather- 
brained comedienne who gave the 
wonder dog away, is used only in 
two or three scenes. Acting through- | 
out is competent without any note- 
worthy performance. Maureen 
Glynne, the 18-year-old, who has 
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done broadcasting, makes her screen 
; ; makes Wackford Squeers a brutish debut in this and shows some prom- 
Louise Allbritton is telling in a ye Neer chee ee ee a pm roles okay, and Leonard Strong has | Cockney thug. His forbidding con- | ise. Shamus Locke looks a good bet. 
role that will come as a bit of sur-| Ray Heindorf: score. Max Steiner: editor, # 8000 bit as a hobo. Bron. sort, played by Sybil Thorndike, ob- Picture will fit in nicely here iD 
prise té readers of the book. Added Prank McGee. cirsaemhown March 25, 47 = on y — from a slightly bet- dualers but would not weather U.S. 
part is that of a sirenish widow, | Running time, 84 MENS. ; 4 —* : ; market. ene. 
‘ owner of a fancy farm down the |W Gin feabert. Hutton Apache Rose an Mh eg eo oD 4 
road, who is out to snare MacMurray. | barbara Wyngate.......... Martha Viekers (SONGS—COLOR) 7 re because of the | 
, Miss Colbert’s suspicions of what | Jackie................seeeeeceee janis Paige Hollywood, March 22. preconceived notions of a vast audi- | . 
oes on between Miss Allbritton and | Andrew Wynwate..........-.-- Utto Kruger Republic release of Edward J. White pro- | ence, and Balcon has made as good | New Foreign Fi 
ffi ettatret as matter of fact. lead Victoria Wyngate........... seg oe | duction. og Roy Remste: re Dale | a job aS most producers might have ket) 
» & ’ A terse cbedeke keen seetas To ‘Andrea | Evans, Olin Howlin, Directed Willi ; * 
ii her to leave him. The Allbritton | Mrs. davis) Wiesence Bates | Winey, Original screoneiap, Guraia Gon y anny ——— a ex-Guards of- || (Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Marke 
f characterization is a very acceptable | Willard..............eee0-0e ..Craig Stevens | aghty; camera (Trucolor), Jack Marta: Cer, rings manly grace to the 
} addition to the original yarn YOPRMOY vic ccdeedssencscotveds Don McGuire | sengs, Jack Elliett, Tim Spencer, Glenn title role, but betrays in¢xperience. ; 
; hatded into the lentiful ake 1 | Willittm... 6. eee ee eee Bocsseess .. John Alvin | spenc er; editor, Les Orlebeck. Previewed Nor does Sally Ann Howes, sweet “Kultainen Kyntilanjalka” (“Goldes 
> plen upp y Pete. ......-sccvcevesseres Herbert Andersen | March 18, ‘47. Running time, 75 MINS. and simple as Kate, rise to her big Light”) (FINNISH). Bio Kuva rele 
| of chuckle-garnering scenes 1S at | Receptionist ree Trt Te eee Jane =o Roy Rogers Pos 0 ¥S6-5 0st cwennatess Roy Rogers occasion when her wicked unde of Fenno Filmi (Yrjoe Norta) aang core 
‘i eae iit grababiy . - es Ree, Se 1: CSO yt Lou Neva | Bittle Colby... +osssneceees esses Dae Mrene uses her as a decoy to attract his — a ee bene Jaimai 
q t truly funniest in any recent comedy | Moderately amusing musical com- | aperencipaietemerar = Cedric Hardwicke, who journeyed neue: ee es ere 
and director Erskine should get his edy, “Love and Learn” offers little | Carios Vega........... oseedes Russ Vincent | from Hollywood to play Ralph, has | Play. Toivo Kauppinen; camera. Esko Tey- 
full due. It finds Miss Colbert at plot originality but stays on the +» od aa saat 9 aa the main role and gives whatever \"i. Reviewed in Helsingfors. Running time, 
a. her first country dance and under the pleasant side and has okay names for mong oe Aba} sarertg x vey mer semblance of unity there is to the 80 MINS. 
m impulsion of accepting the proffer of | marquees. Outside of de luxe situ-| cherin Jim Mason... Terry Frost | story. His villain is well played. , a 
all-comers to a bit of terping, since | ations, it should rate adequate busi- Dameerseecesseeeesceeeerees Conchita Lemus | Bernard Miles revels in his part as |, Starring the promising ac tal story 
ta that, she’s told, is the polite thing | ness as top side of dual bookings. It|Likens....................-...04, Tex Terry | the downtrodden clerk. An impres- |jam Novero, this sentimenta aor 
Li to do. Assortment of partners and | has little to offer the de luxers. sive screen debut as Smike is made | about criminals is built on a : a oF 
| ‘t the director’s technique of pointing; Songs are hung on a story formyla| Market value of color to a film! py Aubrey Woods, student of Roval | idea, but unfortunately is ruined. y 
BY f up their idiosyncracies makes for a that is tried and true. On one side| should be proven with “Apache| Academy of Dramatie Art. An in- a poor script and inept ge 
fi load of real yaks. ‘of the plot is a songwriting team, Rose.” First tinter for Roy Rogers, | teresting debut is that of producer Film has average chances in the m 
-. Also clever are the prolog and trying to get a start in New York. | picture lacks usual sterling action} Balcon’s daughter Jill. who, after |nish market and elsewhere has not 
‘a finale lines. Pic opens with Miss! On the other side is the poor little: merit of his Republic 2atuners but! stage work, became a broadcasting | ing to offer. 
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_JOHN 1 MILLS and VALERIE HOBSON 







by Charles Dickens 


with Bernard Mills. Francis L. Sullivan 
and introducing 
Anthony Wager - Jean Simmons 
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Eagle-Lion’s U.S. Program Reviewed 
By Foy im N. Y.; Krim’s Anglo Confab 


Ten months away from its starting 
point Eagle-Lion has completed ail 
production and releasing plans for 
its joint slate of American and 
British pix. Company’s Hollywood 
studios have nine scripts waiting 
lensing while two films are in the 


cans; 


in production. These represent a | 


of nearly $11,000,000. Anglo 


budget 


end is also close to the wrap-up, it’s | 


been learned, since prexy Arthur 
Krim, ending his London trek, has 
culled another six films from J. 
arthur Rank’s shelves from which 
E-L will select three or four for 
Yank distribution. 

Total of six Rank films will be 
handled in the U. S. by E-L during 
1947 with the leadoff duo of 
“Bedelia” and “The Adventuress” al- 
ready making theatre rounds. Krim, 
having wound up a series of huddles 
and screenings with the Rank forces, 
today (26) leaves for Paris accom- 
panied by Jock Lawrence, Kank’s 
veepee in charge of publicity in the 
U. S. 

E-L prexy is heading to the Con- 
tinent to meet with Alain Poire, head 
of Gaumont French, Rank’s French 
associate, regarding product. Robert 
Benjamin, prez of Rank’s U. S. or- 
ganization, joins Krim Friday (28) 
when the threesome will plane for 
America. 

Top Pictures 

Top budgeted pic to date in the 
works for E-L is “Repeat Perform- 
ance,” with Louis Hayward and Joan 
Leslie. which is setting back the 
company $1,300,000, according to 
Bryan Foy, production chief, while 
in N. Y. He left Monday (24) en 
route west. Three other films, “Love 
from a Stranger,” “Red Stallion” and 
“Out of the Blue,” each mean an 


expenditure of $1,100,000, Foy avers. | 


Foy, preceding his return to the 
Coast Monday (24), opined that the 
b.o. pull of radio-built names aren't 
strong enough to carry a film solo. 
Basing his belief on his experiences 
with E-L’s first release, “It’s a Joke, 
Son” which stars Kenny Delmar, the 
“Senator Claghorn” of radio fame, 
Foy said that he found many sec- 
tions of the country where the Clag- 
horn character was unfamiliar to 
the public. 

After some test runs, company 
glapped on a foreword explaining 
Claghorn as a professional south- 
erner, To soothe possibly irate re- 
actions from Confederate 
thizers, preamble declared that the 
Civil War “wasn’t lost, it was just 
called off on account of darkness.” 

Such b.o. boosters as Fred Allen, 
0 Benny, Bob Hope and even 

ing Crosby weren’t made through 
radio but came to that medium with 
full-grown reps, Foy said. They, 


therefore, don't disprove the rule 
but merely show that radio added 
to legit. recordings, etc. is what 
makes them magic at the tills. 
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story, stars, director and producer 
when that much coin goes into a 
Picture. They want very complete 
planning to assure that Rep will 
reap full benefits of the expenditure 


from both a prestige and profit 
Standpoint. 


_Super-specials, G-B group be- 
leves, should be very limited in 
number, with Rep giving its great- 
est concentration to the westerns 
and B's on which it was built. With 


the majors backing more and more | 
away from low-budgeters, it is felt | 


that a vacuum is being left which 
Rep can very profitably fill via its 
2W Overhead and efficient produc- 
tion. Continued product shortage 
He ory Big Eight concentrating on 
i icgeters leaves Rep a wide 
a in the thousands of houses 
' require four to eight features 

& week, it is felt. 
In line 
desire to Ss 


the Rep lot is their plan to get an 


a. head for the studio, in 
his multi gehts Yates of some of 
ning bx _ responsibilities in run- 
tributic th the production and dis- 
he = ends of the company. One 
duction autcations sought in a pro- 

topper will be his ability 


t ak ‘ 
° Make the kind of indie deals | 
the Goetzes and William | 


S0ught by 
at. German. 


Brui who administers the 


atour holdings. 


two editing and another two | 


sympa- | 


with the G-B interests’ | 
ee top indies attracted to | 


. 
? 


[ 


_ More ‘Unusual’ Weather 


Héllywood, March 25. 

Marquee of Loew’s theatre here 
gave way in worst storm of season 
| Monday (24) and sagged to within 
| five feet of sidewalk. Audience re- 
mained in seats while construction 
crew was called in to place addi- 
| tional supports. 
| Manager Boyd Sparrow said house 
will be open as usual today (Tues.). 





‘Atomic-Age Studio 


Planned by Ent. 


| Hollywood, March 25. 
Enterprise, currently producing 
} its pictures on leased ground, will 


ibuild its own “studio under one roof” | 


in San Fernando Valley, with blue- 


prints and plans calling for com- | 


| pletion of construction in 1949. - Jce 
|Gilpin, general studio manager fo! 
| Enterprise, disclosed a construction 
| program, to cost $6,500,000, based on 
| ideas by Frank Lloyd Wright and 
|} Herman Light, architects. 

Project calls for the housing of the 
entire studio in one building on a 
25-acre tract with eight sound 
| stages and all the other departments 
| housed under the same roof. Idea is 
to simplify production by obviating 
ithe journeys of casts, crews and 
|execs from dressing rooms, shops 
jand offices to the sets in the open 
jair and in varying sorts of weather. 
|Permanent dressing rooms. built 
jinto the sides of the stages, will be 
adjacent to the sets and will do away 
with portable rooms, which often 
clutter up production. 

Eight stages, under the old sys 
|tem, have 32 walls, but under the 
| Enterprise plan they will have only 
| 22, with each wall soundproofed and 
| freproofed with spun glass insula- 
| tion, Gilpin declared eight stages are 
lenough for any film studio, and 
ipointed out that 


| 


with stage space. 
| 


| | Majors’ Net 


1000,000 is accountable solely to 
| Congressional action—the erasure of 
Surplus profits taxes. Report of 
| 20th is cited as illustrative of the ef- 
|} fect of the repeal. 
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*45. while the higher bite was effec- 


tive, 20th handed over $21,650,000 to | 


the Government on a lesser net of 
$37,121,126. Company, 


Analysis of 20th Statement 


paid admissions actually increased 
| little or none during the past year. 
Gross income from rentals and the- 
atre receipts for the year toted to 
| $190,300,000 against $178,211,.889 dur- 
| ing the stanza before. That com- 
| paratively light gain of some 6% 
| parallels b.o. admission scale ad- 
'vances of the same order. Conse- 
quently, it’s felt that the minor gains 
in gross receipts are-attributable to 





than a hike in patrons. 

Net of $22.600,000 is equivalent, 
after deducting dividends for pre- 
ferred stock, to approximately $7.90 
| per share on the 2.756.462 shares of 


'common outstanding at the end of} 


ithe year. It compares with equiva- 
lent earnings of $5.29 a share on the 
2.119.709 shares outstanding at the 
close of 1945 when the company re- 


| ported profits for the year of $12.-,; 


746.467. 

Net profits deductable for minority 
interests 
‘46 against $1,724,659 in °45. While 
$1,000,000 was deducted in 1945 for 
| contingencies, no similar action wa 
necessary for the year following. 


Blumenthal Re-Exits Par 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Richard Biumenthal, Paramount 
producer, who returned to the lot 
a year ago after a long absence. 
washed up his contract and checked 
; out again. ; 

During the year Blumenthal pro- 
duced no pictures but warked on 
the script of a property titled “The 
Eagle Has Claws.” 





more than one | 
major lot is currently Overloaded | 


Company paid | 
$14,650,000 in Federal income taxes | 
| this year on a net of $39,900,000. In | 


therefore, | 
saved some $8,500,000 in added taxes. | 


Breakdown ‘of 20th’s report backs | 
ithe contention that the number of | 


a rise in admission levels rather | 


totalled $2,650,000 during | 


Chaplin’s Bow 


—mmm Continued from page 5 





wyn’s “Best Years of Our Lives” at 
the Astor. 


to go into the house so quickly, since 
the producer (also writer-director- 
actor) has studiously avoided pub- 
licizing “Verdoux” during the more 
than five years he has been working 
on it. Even UA execs had not seen 
the picture until this week. Publicity 
department had absolutely nothing 
on it until last Wednesday (19) when 
t received a batch of stills (no nega- 
s) and a few press handouts 
Even these couldn’t be planted at 


once | Owevel 





LIVé 


considerable 
|uncertainty prevailed until the end 
of the week on plans for the picture's 


since 


mwee;TyT 

Art W. Kelly, who is supe 
vising distribution of } ple for 
Chaplin. declared Friday that UA's 
fears concerning lack of time to do 
a campaign were entirely unneces- 
sary. The fact that the title was com- 
| pletely unknown to the public didn’t 


} 
C 


; mean a thing. he said, since Chaplin's 


name is known and audiences will 
|flock to it, once they are apprised 
of house and date. Teaser campaign, 
however, will be started this week 

Kelly said that exactly the same 
technique had been used on “City 
Light and previous Chaplin film: 
with good results. Future plans fo: 
the picture, as to policy and furthe 
| playdates, he declared, would hinge 
on the outcome of the Broadway 
opening ‘ 

UA toppers refused to disclose 
terms of the lease on the _ the- 
latre, but said the price was con- 
siderably below the $1,000 a day 
rent that Universal is paying the 
Shuberts for the Winter Garden. 
Deal for Winter Garden was negoti- 
ated with the Shuberts by Grad 


half of J. Arthur Rank, who later 
turned it over to U. 





with a scale similar to that of Gold- 


UA is disturbed at Chaplin's desire 


Sears, UA distribution head, on be- |} 


Church Says H'wood Strike Has No 
Red Tinge, Senator Tenney Sez Yes 





Mitchum Takes ‘Fall’ 


Hollywood, March 25. 


RKO assigned Robert Mitchum as 
one of the toppers in an all-star cast 


which Budd Schulberg is writing the 





Picture, slated for summer pro- 
ciuction, is one of the year’s top bud- 
geters on the RKO lot 


Color Newsreel 
May Start Soon 


| Commercial newsreels, which have 
black 
jand white film since their inception, 


concentrated exclusively on 


are expected to take the 
awaited 


long- 
Swing into color photog- 
raphy as their first postwa1 
development 


majo! 
Several of the reel 


are known to be making definite 
plans for shooting in col with 
only obstacle now being the scarcity 
of color equipment. 

Because of the intricacies and ex- 
pense involved in Technicolor pho- 
tography, that system is expected to 
be ruled out. As a substitute, the 
|reels are exploring the possibilities 
| of using one of the monopack meth- 
ods, such as the German AGFA 
process, which requires the use of 
only one camera. Kodachrome has 
also been mentioned as a possibility 
| but most of the reels are averse to 
it since it’s a 16m process and it's 
io found that too much clarity 

(Continued on page 24) 








Briefs From the Lots 





Hollywood, Marck 25. 

Jeffrey Lynn's first film job since 
his release from the Army Air 
Force is a featured role in “Whip- 
lash,” co-starring Alexis Smith and 
Dane Clark at Warners. ...George 
| Tobias goes to Mexico City for a 
role in “Captain Casanova,” to be 
produced below the border by 
Eagle-Lion William C. Erskine 
in from New York to confer with 





Fred Quimby, on the manufacture | 


and sale of novelties based on 
Metro cartoon characters. © Repub- 
lic inked Foy Willing and _ the 
Riders of the Purple Sage for 
acting and singing roles in “Along 
the Oregon Trail,” Trucolor musical 
oater. 

Screen Guild completed filming of 
|“The Hat Box Mystery” on Friday 
and started production next day on 
“The Case of ihe Baby Sitter” with 
the same cast toppers, Pamela Blake, 
| Virginia Sale and Tom Neal.... 
Maurice Conn, prexy of Fortune 
Films, anndunced a series of six 
features to be preduced independ- 
ently at Nassour studios for Screen 
Guild release. 


Ida Lupino moved into new offices 
as producer on the General Service 
lot. . . . Six Goldwyn Girls, Diana 
Mumby, Lorraine de Rome. Karen 
X. Gaylord, Mary Ellen Gleason, 
Martha Montgomery and Alice Wal- 
lace. returned from a _ 25,000-mile 
tour of South and Central America. 
... Columbia sent four “Assigned to 
Treasury” units to Catalina Island, 
Havana, Cairo and Shanghai. 
Richard Baer and George O'Hanlon 
| bought “Murder at Horsethief.” a 
novel by James O'Hanlon, for indie 
filming. ; 
“The Sea Hawk” and “The Sea 
Wolf’ April 26. 

Robert Cummings had a_ fever 
blister on his lip, causing a two-day 
delay in the filming of “The Lost 
Love.” in which he co-stars with 
Susan Hayward in the Walter Wan- 
{eer production for Universal-Inter- 
national release. ... Lucille Bremer. 
on loanout from Metro, leaves for 
Mexico City April 7 to play opposite 
Arturo de Cordova in “Captain 
| Casanova” for Eagle-Lion. ... Ma- 
nuel Kompinsky was inked by Sey- 
mour Nebenzal as technical advise 
on violin sequences in “Atlantis.” 
; Republic bought “Sons of the 
Musketeers,” a screenplay Sy Au- 
brevy Wisberg and Jack Pollesfen 
based on the Dumas novels 
John Ridgeley drew a key role in 
“Don Pancho.” to be produced by 
i Fortunieo Bonanova in May at the 
| Cuautemoe Studios in Mexico City. 





Warners will reissue | 


Charles Laughton bicycling be- 
tween Paramount's “The Big Clock” 
and Selznick’s “The Paradine Case.” 
: Columbia inked the Hoosier 
| Hot Shots to a four-year pact call- 

ing for four films annually 
“Money to Burn” is the new tag on 
“Silver Creek, N. Y.,” at Republic 

... Warners gave the green light to 
“Whiplash,” with Dane Clark and 
Alexis Smith in top spots. ... Sam 
Katzman’s “Prince of Thieves,” star- 
{ring Jon Hall, will be filmed in color 
for Columbia release. Stuart 
| Holmes inked for a roled in “If You 
| Knew Susie,” Eddie Cantor starrer, 
j}at RKO. . James Gleason, cur- 
rently working in “Tycoon” at RKO, 
draws a featured role in “The Bish- 
| op’s Wife” on the Goldwyn lot. 

; Gloria Henry draws the femme 
| lead opposite Ron Randall in “Bull- 
|dog Drummond Strikes Back,” slated 
| to start April 7 at Columbia...Cag- 
j;ney Productions picked April 14 to 
| start “The Time of Your Life.” with 


| 


| 


James Cagney starring . . . Walter | 


| Wanger borrowed John Archer 
from Universal-International for a 
| key role in “The Lost Love.”...Roy 


| Taylor will direct “Pioneer Justice,” 
|first of the 1947-48 western series 
| co-starring Lash LaRue and Fuzzy 
| St. John at PRC...Warners moved 
“Treasure of the Sierra Madre” into 
the studio, after three weeks of lo- 
ication shooting, with Humphrey 
| Bogart, Walter Husion and Tim Holt 
in top roles...Samuel Goldwyn shut 
| down filming of “The Bishop's Wife” 
;for a week of script changes by 


| Robert Sherwood...Edward G. Rob- 


inson’s next starrer will be “Loom 
of Justice,” a mystery film to be 
made at Universal-International. 

Robert Theoron will double as a 
screen playwright and co-producer 
with Jerry Bresler...Albert Dekker 
inked to star in “Complex,” to be 
produced by V/. Lee Wilder for Re- 
public release...Fortunio Bonanova 
will make a tour of South America 
to plug “The Fugitive,” in which he 
recently worked for Argosy...Lew 
Landers. will direct “Son of Rusty,” 
to be produced by Wallace Mac- 
| Donald for Columbia Norman Z 
'MecLeod brought in “The Road. to 

tio””)=hOCcon h6the:) «dot after 61 days of 
'shooting at Paramount...Myrna Dell 
drew the femme lead opposite Pat 
O'Brien in “Fighting Father Dunne” 
at RKO...John Emery signed for a 
key role in “The Voice of the Tur- 
tle” at Warners...John Beal returns 
from Broadway to resume his film 
career in “Destiny” at Columbia.. 
Albert Morin’s first chore since 
| leaving the Army will be a featured 
‘role in “Tycoon” at RKO. 


for “The Harder They Kill,” for 


screenplay based on his own novel. | 


¢ Hollywood, March 25. 
Two reports on film labor strife, 
one hurling charges of communism 
and another discrediting any such 
link, came to light over weekend 
in seesaw statements from = Cath- 
olic church committee and a legis- 
lature investigation committee. Spe- 
cial labor committee appointed by 
Archbishop John J. Cantwell re- 
ported, after studying Hollywood 
labor situation, that the present 


strike “is not Communist-inspired 





no Communist-directed.” Report 
continues, however, that it i un- 
fortunate that the CSU has turned 
again and again to leit sym- 
pathizers’ support Report was 
nade by Rev. John Dev! fi in- 
dustry representative for the Arche- 
bishop, and the Rev. Thomas Coo- 
gan, professor of labor relations, 


Both priests recommended in their 
report the formula recently offered 
by Father George Dunne, who in 
independent action urged acceptance 
of the December, 1945, AFL juris- 
dictional award, appointment of an 
arbitrator and immediate resump- 


tion of negotiations as key points 
Meanwhile. a joint fact-finding 
ommittee on un-America activi- 
1¢ headed DY State Senator Jack 
B. Tenney, Republican, from Los 


Angeles, reported formally to the 
legislature in Sacramento that Her- 
bert Sorrell, CSU chief. is “a secret 
member of the Communist party.” 
Also listed as Red Front 
tions were the Mobilization for De- 
mocracy, People’s Educational Cen- 
ter, and the Hollywood Citizens 
Committee of Arts, Sciences & Pro- 
fesslons. 


organiza- 


RANKIN IN NEW JAB 
AT HOLLYWOOD REDS 


Washington, March 25 

| Rep. John E. Rankin (D., Miss.) 
took another jab at Hollywood last 
;week as he demanded that State 
{Senator Jack B. Tenney. of Cali- 
fornia. be called to testify before the 
House Un-American Activities Com- 
| mittee. 

“Senator Tenney.” said the Mis- 
sissippean, “is head of the Commit- 
tee of Un-American Activities in the 
State of Czlifornia. I have before 
me now a petition signed by thou- 
; sands of citizens of California urging 
that we investigate Communistie 
activities in Hollywood and through- 
out the Pacific Coast. 

“If we are going to challenge the 
spread of Communism in Europe and 
, Asia, by all means we should first 
drive it from every phase of Ameri- 
can life, and especially from the 
Government payroll, from the radio, 
from the moving picture industry, 
and from our educational institu- 
tions.” ? 


One Conviction, 21 
|. Freed on Strike Row 


Los Angeles, March 25. 

One man was convicted and 21 
were acquitted in the first of a series 
of mass trials of more than 1,000 
pickets arrested on charges of vio- 
lence during the film strike. Homer 
L. Bartchy, studio technician, was 
found guilty of blocking a studio 
entrance illegally and of failure to 
disperse. The other 21, similarly 
indicted,, were dismissed by Judge 
Arthur Guerin in Municipai Court. 

Arrest of the pickets grew out of 
disturbances outside the Columbia 
studio last October. 








N.Y. COLLARITES EXPANDING 

Screen Office & Professional Em- 
ployees Guild, Local 109, has been 
recognized as collective bargaining 
agents for white collar emplovees 
at Sargoy & Stein (Copyright Pro- 
tection Bureau), N. Y., following a 
cross-check of union cards against 
the company’s payroll record for its 
54 employees. 

Election is to be held tomorrow 
(Thursday) at Confidential Reports, 
Inc., homeoffice under Nationa! La- 
bor Relations Board regulations, to 
determine whether SOPEG will 
represent the CRI workers in bar- 
gaining. 


ANOTHER INDIE, SOMERSET 
Hollywood. March 25. 

Walter Colmes and Solly Levin- 
son formed a new indie producing 
company, Somerset Pictures, with 
leastern bankrolling. 

Outfit will concentrate on fea- 
‘tures costing between $150,000 and 
' $200,0000. 
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) Mexican Producers-Distributors 


Plan Own Theatre 


Mexico City, March 18. 

Filmex, film producer-distributor 
here is pointing up a new trend in 
the Mexican picture biz by entering 
ihe exhibition field, thus having pro- 
duction, distribution and exhibition 
all under one corporate’ setup. 
Filmex, which is headed by Gregorio 
Valerstein, Oscar J. Brooks, 
ex-WB manager here, as distribution 
chief, has secured government coin 
approval for its plans to build and 
operate a cinema chain here and in 


with 


the provinces. Investment of $4,000,- | 


000, is back of the circuit, and the 
first will 
Filmex plans three or four other 
local cinemas. Chain hopes to be in 
full operation by the end of 1947, 
Company operates the Azteca 
studios here. 


house soon 


Producciones Grovas also _ is 
moving to add exhibition to its pro- 
duction-distribution setup. Filmex 
and Grovas figure that more film 
theatres will help solve the prob- 
lem of so many Mexican pix, which 
kept from being shown 
key spots by lack of screens. 
Understood these new moves have 
the backing ef the Aleman govern- 
ment. which favors an open market. 


now are 


in 


Aussie Sees Dual Bills 
Fading Out; Single With 
Shorts Likely New Order 


Sydney, March 10. 
General belief in key film circles 


here is that dual bills, long the vogue 
Down Under, will exit before the 
end of this year because of Holly- 
wood cutdown on B’s. 





Showmen are figuring what to ee I 


the before-intermission pic 
In the keys it’s figured that 


place 
with. 


. vaude, stage presentations and top 


.¢ 


bands is the answer to the singte pic 
bill. But to do this, say managers, 


would boost the overhead too high. 
Managements also figure that, with 
the hiring of a stage crew, labor 
problems would develop. 

A major point also is where would 
talent come from? Cost would be 
terrific for any single film loop to 
import talent for stage shows. Cur- 
rent idea would be to tie in with a 
loca] vaude-revue loop on a share- 
cost basis for headliners. 

One exec told Variety that vaude 
in film houses, didn’t mean a thing. 
The Aussie payee wanted pix only 
when he passed his coin into the b.o. 
Cutting out of dual bills would be a 
fine thing for the industry generally, 
whether by governmental decree or 
Hollywood nix, providing there was 
a strong supply of shorts to fill in 
the vacant spot. Aussie filmgoer 
had been overfed a long time with a 
rich celluloid diet via duals, néws- 
reels and shorts, often running over 
three hours each session, exec said, 


Suburban houses, mostly to blame 
for the over-diet, aren’t too happy 
about a dual nix, fearing patrons, 
already overfed, may turn away to 
new fields of amusement. Suburbs 
won't go for vaude and pix. They're 
not keen, either, for single bills with 
shorts. 

Sydney theatres like the Prince 
Edward, Par’s showcase via the Car- 
roll-Musgrave unit, and the St. James 
and Liberty, run by Metro, play only 
single bills. Setup has paid off for a 
long time. Greater Union Theatres 
and Hoyts generally play duals be- 
cause of contract commitments. 





New Wage Hike Demands 
Spell Mex Summer Trouble 


Mexico City, March 18. 

Labor trouble is seen brewing by 
American pix distributors and some 
of their Mexican colleagues with the 
approach of the expiration in Au- 
gust of the pay-peace pact they made 
with their help to settle the strike 
in 1945. Feared that trouble will 
begin in May or June, and it is re- 
ported that labor this time will de- 


mand a 40% pay lift. It asked 50%, | 


rise in 1945 and settled for 15% to 
30‘., depending on the kind of job 
and length of service. 

Distributors say even a compro- 
mise wage increase, around 20°%:. 
would clean them out. Claimed that 
average net profit of distributors 
is mere 7%. 


open here. | 


Outlets; New Trend 


+ 
v 


13 Documentaries Set 
By Palestine Producer 


Jerusalem, March 18. 

Palestine now has a fully-equipped 
| film studio. It is run by Palestine 
| Film Productions, headed by Norman 
Lurie, who during the war was 
| official war correspondent with the 
Jewish Brigade. It is located in 
| Jerusalem. 
| Currently PFP is.working on three 
documentaries for the United Pales® 
tine Appeal. One of them is “Cre- 
ating Earth,” ‘which shows the 
| alliance between science and labor in 
making the land flourish; the second, 
| “Room for All,” which will deal with 
} economic and immigration possibili- 
| ties, and the third is the story of the 
|Emek, “And They Shall Hear 
Jezree).” 


Aussies Would 


| 

















| Keep Prod. Clean: 


| Sydney, March 18. 
Fear that newcomers, trying their 
hand at film production, may be left 
holding the bag if allowed to enter 
local pix making haphazardly, is 
| back of the report that the govern- 
| ment will soon make a ruling against 
| fly-by-night producers. Attitude of 
government officials is that some. of 
|newcomers are going to have their 
|bankrolls taken from them unless an 


| Official edict is made. Pointed out 
| that the Aussie government is ready 
jto finance recognized picture pro- 
| ducers since anxious to foster a new 
imedium of employment postwar, 
j}but that officials are leery of so 
;many newcomers into field. 

Ever since Ealing did so well with 
“Overlanders,” there’s been a rush 
by many to find angels who would 
finance their producing schemes 
here. Government ruling would pro- 
tect the legitimate film-makers. 

Just how native production will 
expand this year is seen in the am- 
bitious plans of J. Arthur Rank and 
his interest in the Cinesound-Page- 
| wood setup, the new Ealing produc- 
;tion plan, continued interest shown 
iby Columbia and the Chauvel- 
|Greater Union-Universal tieup. 

The picture industry is anxious to 
see the local production field ex- 
panded on a firm basis this time. 
Hence, the yen to co-operate with 
the government in keeping out the 
fly-by-nighters. 


Aussies Give Go-by 
To ‘End’ and ‘Kenny’ 
Sydney, March 18. 
| Down Under pic patrons are can- 
| é Siomaiae. 











their pix coin spending 
Money is not so plentiful 
| with greater unemployment. The 
| Aussies apparently. don’t want war 
stuff or pix themed on disease. Two 
| recent flops here were “Beginning 
or End” (M-G) and “Sister Kenny” 
(RKO), 

Okay at the moment are “Blue 
Skies” (Par), “Kid From Brooklyn” 
(RKO), “Place of One’s Own” 
(GBD), “Lady in Lake” (M-G), 
“Dark Mirror” (U), “Of Human 
Bondage” (WB), “Seventh Veil” 
(GBD), “Spiral Staircase’ (RKO), 
“Overlanders” (BEF), “Rhapsody in 
Blue” (WB), “Stolen Life” (WB) 
and “Leave to Heaven” (20th). 








_ MPEA Paris Distrib Meet 
\ Paris, March 25. 
Robert Vining, Motion Picture 


, Export Assn. Berlin topper, is pre- 
paring a distribution huddle there. 
He's seeking Loew’s International 
prexy Arthur Loew to attend as 
well as Universal - International 





foreign head, Joseph H. Seidelman. | 


However, latter's not expected to 
be on hand due to a sales conven- 
tion. 


MORE THEATRES IN JAPAN 


Tokyo, March 18. 
Indicating brisk construction ac- 





' 
' 
} 


tivity picture theatres in Japan now | 


total 1,477, am increase of 340 in a 
year's time. 

Two-thirds of the new outlets, ac- 
cording to a survey conducted by 
| the Motion Picture Export Assn., 
are old theatres reconstructed, with 
; balance being new houses, 


! 





British Film Briefs 


London, March 18. 

J. Arthur Rank and his aide, John 
Davis off to U. S. early in May for 
confabs. Rank will be away six 
weeks during which time he will 
visit his daughter Shelagh, married 
to Fred M. Packard, film scripter, 
and living in Hollywood . . . Corinne 
Calvet- given Hollywood contract by 
Paramount ... Stage actress Her- 
mione Baddeley making her film 
debut in Michael Balcon’s “It Always 
Rains on Sunday.” . . . During real- 
istic fight in “Kanaima,” in which 











iSabu is starring for Archer Films, 


the star severely sprained his back, 
with film having to be held up for 
10 days . . . Steve Miller in charge 
of Jock Lawrence's London office, 
laid up with acute attack of 
neusalgia. 

Joe Seidelman will arrive here in 
time for General Film Distributors 
convention in March. Will go to 
Paris soon after for series of con- 
ventions which Universal is holding 
early in April . Reported that 
there soon will be a. big shake-up 
in the J. Arthur Rank publicity sec- 
tion, of which John P. Myers is the 
head . .. Henry Cass, film and play 
director, has been appointed Euro- 
pean talent scout for Warner Bros. 

Two important American film 
execs laid up are Sam Eckman, Jr., 
London head of Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer, who has flu; and Max Milder, 
boss of Warner Bros., warned by 
his medico to take holiday because 
suffering from overwork ... Walter 
Fitzgerald, who is featured in Cine- 
guild’s “Blanche Fury,” which stars 
Stewart Granger and Valerie Hob- 
son, is on loan from London Films. 


Bombay Film Producer 
Malling U.S. Tinter On 
Buddha, Life in India 


Harassed by rising production 
costs in India, Vijay Bhatt, prexy of 
Prakash Pictures Co. of Bombay, 
now in N. Y.,.said that Indian film 
producers are making a real effort 
to invade the world market to in- 
sure higher financial returns from 
their films. As part of its own ex- 
pansion drive, Bhatt pointed out 
that he’s negotiating with the 
majors to distribute three Prakash 
films in the U. S. Market for Indian 
films at present is confined to parts 
of Africa, Persia, Trinidad and a 
few islands in the Indian Ocean. 

Noting that his homeland is woe- 
fully lacking in color process equip- 
ment, Bhatt declared his company 
plans to produce a picture in Holly- 
wood with Technicolor on the life 
of Buddha. Cast for the Buddha pic 
would be brought from India, Bhatt 
said, adding that it Will probably be 
in Hindustani and English. 

Written by Sharindranadh Chat- 
topadhyay, reputed to be India’s 
greatest living poet, “Life of 
Buddha” would be a cross section of 
life in India, Bhatt said. India So- 
ciety, group which seeks to improve 
relations between India and U. S., 
will support the. film but will not 
have a financial interest in it. 

Indian production costs have gone 
up about 30° over pre-war, ac- 
cording to Bhatt, and at the same 
time grosses on both U. S. and 
native films have dropped 30%. 
Sliding b.o. collections were espe- 
cially evident in the last six months, 
he said. 

In pre-war times, the Indian in- 
dustry used Cinecolor and Agfa- 
color. More recently, due to lack 
of equipment, Prakash Pictures had 
four color prints of “Ram Rayja” 
made by hand. Cost of tinting each 
frame by hand, Bhatt said, was 12c. 





a foot. The picture ran 87 weeks 
at the Super theatre, Bombay, he 
stated. This film plus “Gharat 
Milap” and “Vikramaditya” com- 


prise Prakash product slated -for 
U. S. release. Labor costs have 
added to the boost in production 
overhead, and wages of stars are 
especially high. 

Bhatt rated Metro’s “Bathing 
Beauty” as the top U. S. entry of 
the year. He explained that Ameri- 
can musicals aren't so popular be- 
cause the Indians prefer their native 
music to the tunes in American pic- 
tures. 





Beechen to Salzburg 
Vienna, March 18. 
Salzburg festival 
this summer has announced that Sir 
Thomas Beechen is signed up for a 
series of concerts. 
Other artists who already have 
agreed to come are Charles Muench 
and Ernest Ansermet. 


committee for 


MPEA Sends Full Supply of Pix To 
Austria: Brit.-F rench Hand Forced 








Dutch Radio Singers 
Into Big Music Union 


Amsterdam, March 25. 

Dutch broadcasting talent, has be- 
come organized with forming of pro- 
fessional association by radio sing- 
ers. New group has joined Holland’s 
largest musician union, Netherlands 
Organization of Musicians and Art- 
ists. Absorption into NOMA was 
reported to have been brought about 
by musicians’ prexy, J. de Waal. 

Link of radio singers and NOMA 
is one of first successes for this union 
in Hilversum, the Dutch Radio City. 
Aside from NOMA there are two 
other musician unions in the coun- 


try. 


46 Mex Tourist 
Biz to New Peak 


Mexico City, March 18. 

Tourist trade hit a new peak in 
Mexico for 1946, with the visitors 
spending $73,472,000 for transporta- 
tion, rooms, eats, drinks, entertain- 
ment, souvenir buying, etc., reports 
the government's tourist department. 
Spending was nearly. double that in 
1945 when it hit $46,037,000. 


Because visitor biz has started to 
wobble this year with the tourist de- 
partment convinced that this trade is 
important to Mexico, it has circular- 
ized mayors throughout Mexico to do 
all they can to encourage and please 
visitors. 

Definite drop in the number of 
American tourists is frankly worry- 
ing the government, according to re- 
port of the Ministry of the Interior, 
which has direct charge of this trade. 
Ministry learns that a prime factor in 
this drop is the thrift trend among 
U. S. people because they are elimi- 
nating superfluous expenditures, in- 
cluding foregoing that trip to Mexico. 
Under par and congested rail seryjce 
is cited as another factor in keeping 
Americans from Mexico. 

Nevertheless, the government, as- 
serts the Ministry, has not relaxed its 
drive for tourists, and looking after 
them when they reach here. 








Down Mexico Way 











Mexico City, March 18. 

A. C. (Ciro’s) Blumenthal ready- 
ing ‘an airline tween here and 
Acapulco with help from Mexican 
associates . . . Luis Aldas, Argen- 
tinian actor who is a hit in Mexican 
pix, a papa... President Miguel 
Aleman and wife attend local cine- 
mas without escort or bodyguard. 
He’s the first president in years to 
mix so freely with the public .. . 
Cine Alameda, pioneer of Mexican 
deluxe cinemas, feted its 11th birth- 
day with special show attended by 
pic biggies ... 

Life of Academy of Cinema- 
tographic Art and Technique ex- 
tended with continuance of Ministry 
of Public Education’s subsidy . . . 
Jesus: Grovas, big film: producer 
here, to publish a picture mag... 
Malu Gatica, Chilean warbler-pic ac- 
tress, broke an arm when she 
slipped in a bath tub . Elvira 
Pagan, Brazilian songstress who 
works equally well in Spanish, 
English, Portuguese or French, a hit 
at Ciro’s. 

Sam Pearce, co-producer with 
Melvin Parks and Martin S. Hol- 
man, of American Theatre at Teatro 
Iris, to N. Y. briefly on business... 
Martha Eggerth readying appear- 
ance in a Mexican pic, opposite 
Armando Calvo, Spanish actor. 
with Alfredo Crevenna megging. It 
will be done with both Spanish 
and French versions Rafael 
Portas is new sec of film scripters 
union ... Edgar Bergen and Charlie 
McCarthy hosted hand-picked as- 
sortment of scribes and scribblers 
at the Bankers Club. -Bergen says 
he wants to pularize U.S. radio 
personalities in Mexico and Latin 
America. 





Viennese Opera Paris Hit 
Paris, March 25. 
Visiting Viennese Opera Co., of- 
fering a Mozart cycle at the Champs 





+ By JOSEF ISRAELS 


Vienna, March 12. 
Climaxing months of negotiations, 


{ started in 1945 when Yank film dis. 


tribution in Austria was still an 
Army operation, the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. started sending U. s. 
product freely into all Austrian O¢- 
cupation zones except Russian on 
March 1. This cleans up the gen- 
erally unsatisfactory sales, delivery 
and accounting systems prevailing 
in French and British areas where 
until now U. S. pix have been han- 
died through Allied army channels 
and only in such quantity as French 
and English wished to take on 
Wolfgang Wolf, MPEA chief for 
Austria, started talks with British 
and French on the subject while he 
was still running local film opera- 
tions for the Army, After January, 
when the Army was pried loose 
from film biz in favor of MPEA, 
Wolf hammered harder than ever 
for free competitive situation. but 
against opposition from local Paris 
and London reps. Finally British- 


French hands were forced by the 
dispatch of Ernoe Morvai, MPEA 
sales boss, into various zones for 


direct conversations with exhibitors 
on bookings and accounting diffi- 
culties. 

Eventual result has been the clari- 
fication of the new setup for British 
and French distribution here. Both 
countries now go into semi-official 
and semi-Army operation with re- 
spective military commanders keep- 
ing fingers in the pix pie to a much 
greater extent than in case of the 
U. S. Harald Miller, British film 
chief and former British army cap- 
tain, doubles as boss of British army 
film section, in uniform of civilian 
army employee and as Austrian rep 
for J. Arthur Rank interesis when 
dressed ih civvies. 

French, unable to obtain unanim- 
ity among producers on Austrian 
distribution methods, offer their stu- 
dios choice of sales through their 
present army film section or through 
freely chosen Austrian civilian ex- 
changes. Some of their studios al- 
ready have hooked up with the re- 
eonstituted Sascha Film, revived 
with Austrian state encouragement 
as possible overall film production 
and distribution monopoly. Other 
French interests have placed titles 
with KIBA, a semi-political com- 
bination of exhibitors and minor ex- 
changes. Socialist Party recently 
revived KIBA from post-Anschluss 
grave. 

Soviet zone still remains closed to 
U. S. product except to the extent 
that Sovexportfilm is willing to take 
individual films. However, new 
agreements give MPEA access to 
over 70% of Austrian exhibitors. 
Russkis, hard pressed for product 
and finding difficulty in getting re- 
turns from replays of seized Ger- 
man subjects, show increasing signs 
of becoming reasonable on U. S. pix. 

MPEA anticipates strongest com- 
petitive situation in British zone 
where English have started price 
adjustments designed to offset 
Hollywood names and expensive px. 
Where rentals throughout Austria 
since war’s end have been figured 
against gross b.o., including federal 
and local taxes of as high as 35%, 
British are now figuring percentages 
for features as against net take after 
taxes. 

MPEA is considering renegotiating 
contracts along same lines. Move is 
likewise afoot to trim rental of Al- 
lied Newsreel for which MPEA has 
been getting 12142%. 


Paris Producer to Sue 
Miss Carrol for $96,000 


Paris, March 18. 
Productions Femina is bringing 











suit against Madelein Carroll for 
$96,000 for allegedly refusing to act 
jin the film “La Revoltee.” 

Actress claims that she was not 
given a script in time and that she 
never could get a chance to learn the 
everchanging dialog. Producers 
contend that she was given the 
script, and after suggested altera- 
tions, she finally refused the part. 
Josette Day now has the role. 

Salary Miss Carroll was to get has 
not been mentioned. Stars salaries 
here, due to high taxes, are not only 
locally high but frequently subject 





to special arrangements. Viviane 
Romance is reported asking $80,000 
|per pix, of which one-half must be 
'paid outside the contract. Michel 


Elysees theatre, is proving a sellout.|Simon is reported asking Belgium 
Despite $7 admission tab, theatre | and Swiss distributor rights for pic- 


is turning away many applicants. 


jtures in which he acts. 
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London Pix Biz Recovers; Years’ 206, 
3d Wk.; Hope 106 in 5th, ‘Brooklyn’ 15¢ 


London, March 25. 

West End pic biz is just getting 
over the slump it suffered from re- 
cent government ruling that theatres 
stay shut daily till 4 p.m., with trade 
picking up with order being re- 
scinded. Despite late opening, some 
pictures managed to play to hefty 
returns. These were 
however. 


Among those that weathered the | 


storm are “Les Enfants du Paradis,” 
French film, released by Alexander 
Korda’s London Films, at the Rialto. 
Doing as high as $8,500 per for sev- 
eral weeks. which is capacity, its 
now near $5,000. 

Another hefty grosser is Bo 
Hope’s “Favorite Wife” (“Favorite 
Brunette” in U. S.), doing $10,000 
in fifth week at Carlton. “Happened 
in Brooklyn” also is nice at $15,000 
opening week at Empire. Current 
ton moneymaker is “Best Years of 
Lives” (RKO), in its third week, 
with capacity practically at every 
performance, It’s_ now doing big 
$20,000. “Nobody Lives Forever” is 
doing $11,000 in third week at 
Warners. 

Grosses at $4 to Pound 

Carlton | (Par)—“My Favorite 
Wife” (Par) (5th wk). Has done the 
usual big Hope grosses for first few 
weeks, averaging around $16,000 per, 
but now nearer $10,000. Folding 
March 21. with “Welcome Stranger” 
(Par) replacing. 

Curzon (Indie)—“Symphonie Pas- 
torale” (French) (10th wk). Started 
at cavacity at around $4,500, all that 
this 492-seater can hold. Now down 
to $3,200. 

Empire 
Brooklyn” 


(Metro) — “Happened in 
(M-G) (Ist wk). Should 


do around $17,000, which warrants | 


holdover. “Other Love” (M-G) in 
next. 

Gaumont (GB)—“Dead Reckoning” 
(Col). Humphrey Bogart name still 
pulling good biz at around $12,000. 
Holds with nothing set to replace. 


Leicester Square Theatre (GB)— 


“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Start- | 


ed out smash, and rated best money- 
taker in West End. Averaging $20.,- 
000, near capacity. One of few films 
with big advance sale. In for 12 
weeks and may stay longer. 

London Pavilion (UA)—‘‘Bachelor 
Girls” (UA). 


in first week. with only about 38.500. 


Staying another week, with “The| 
Young Widow” (UA) | replacing 
March 28. 

New Gallery (GB)—‘“Magnificent 


Doll” (U). Rogers-Niven effort looks 
only fair at about $8,000. Staying 
till April 5. with “Wonderful Life” 
(RKO) replacing. 

Odeon Leicester Square (Odeon)— 
“Nicholas Nickleby” (GFD). Con- 
sidering current Dickens vogue. this 
is rather disappointing. Doing hefty 
weekend biz, but remainder of week 
is slow, ! 
in first stanza, not good for this ace 
spot. Expected to stay another two 
weeks after being replaced by “A 
Woman Destroyed” (U). is 

Plaza (Par)—“While Sun Shines 
(Pathe) (2d wk). Considering the 
success of this Rattigan’s offering as 
a play, which stayed in the West End 
for nearlv three years, film is very 
disappointing. Barely touched $12.- 
000 in. first stanza. with second week 
nearer $8.000. Being replaced March 
21 by “Trouble With Women” (Par) 
and “Seven Were Saved”. (Par). 

Rialto (London Films)—“Les FEnv- 
fants du Paradis” (LF) (15th wk). 
Has proved real sock since opening 
with intake at $8,800 for several 
weeks. best taken in here for years 
and practically capacity for the 700- 
Seater. Now nearer $5,000. still prof- 
itable. Staving till March 30. with 


“Welldigger’s Daughter” (LF) re- 
Placing. 
Ritz (Metro) — “Till Clouds Roll 


By” (M-G). Transferred from Em- 
Pire. where it stayed three weeks at 


very good biz. with weeklv average | 


around $20.000. First week’s intake 
here should be $6,500, exceptional 
for this 403-seater. Staying sec- 
Ond week. after which being re- 
placed by “Happened in Brooklyn” 
(M-G). ; 

Tivoli (GB)—“Magnificent Doll” 
(Ui. Doing fairly well at $7,500. 
Staying till April 5. when being re- 
Placed by “Wonderful Life” (RKO). 

Warmers (WB) —“Nobody Lives 


Forever” (WB) (3d wk). First week's 


8ross_ $13.600. with second stanza 
upped to $14.800 due to government 
removal of fuel restrictions. Third 
and last week expected to be around 
$11.000. Being replaced by ‘“Temp- 
tation Harbor” (Pathe). 





NEW ODEON HOUSE OPENED 
Toronto, March 25. 

Group of biggies from Odeon’s 
tad office here went to Sydney. 
Nova Scotia, for opening of first ol 
trans-Canada circuit of film houses 
— by J. Arthur Rank inter- 
New theatre, the Odeon, opened 
last Monday (24). It will be op- 
erated in a local partnershiv of 


Odeon Theatres of Canada and A. I. | 


Garson, with J. W. Farr as manager. 


+ 





exceptions, 


Not setting de, | afire | 


Should pull around $14,000 | 


- 


[ 


‘Cries of Dogs’ Rights 
| To Goodhart in London 


London, March 25. 
Geoffrey Goodhart, in association 
| with Jack Pemberton. lessee of the 
Ambassadors’ theatre, where he has 
been 


operating the “Sweet and 


Low” revue series successfully for 
years, has acquired the world 
jrights to “The Cries of Dogs,” new 


|play by RKO scripters Sloan Nab- 
\ley and Caesar Bernies. 

Goodhart is trying to get Clifton 
| Webb to star in show either in Lon- 
| don or on Broadway. If in former. 
' Hartley Powers, currently playing 
ilead in “Born Yesterday,” will di- 


Allan to Europe for MPA 


Rupert Allan, recently named as- 
sistant to Frank McCarthy, Euro- 
pean manager for Motion Picture 
Assn., sailed for Europe last week 
to take over duties in Paris. 

Allan was assistant to William 
Gordon, public relations man for 
Universal in Hollywood, prior to 
joining the assn. Previously, he had 
been with the European office of 
the State dept. During the war he 
was in the Navy, in air intelligence. 


Rank Trys Out 
Budget-Saving 
Producing Plan 


London, March 19, 

Hollywood is reported 
over a new method of film-making, 
;}now in the experimental stage for 
ithe J. Arthur Rank organization. 








rect. But if he decides to produce | There has been some mention of the 


on Broadway, Reginald Denham will 
' direct. 





Gaumont Aims 


At Intl Market 


{ 


Paris, March 25. 
Concerted effort to group all film 


production in France into one or- | 
ganization has been started by Ed- | 


mund Corniglion-Molinier, Gaumont 
veepee over production. Move is 
believed to be both an effort to 
facilitate the obtaining of bank 


credit and to aim French pix more | 


for the foreign and U. S. markets. 

Under Molinier’s plan, all 
would be produced under the Gau- 
mont banner. 
Pathe and Filmsomer, latter the pro- 
ducing branch of the Loureau inter- 
ests. Financial situation for the 


French industry, meanwhile, is get- | 


ting consistently worse, with bank 
credits practically out of the ques- 
tion for the present. 


Outlook Brightens For 


| National Theatres In 


All Aussie Key Cities 


Sydney, March 10. 
Pressure from cultural bodies in 
| Australia point to an early decision 
'on the part of the Ben Chifley Labor 
| government okaying the establish- 
ment of a national theatre in each 
key city. 

Right now the city of Sydney 
proper has only one legit house, 
operated by Williamson-Tait. Growth 
|of showbiz interest here is surpris- 
ing even the oldest showmen. Teen- 
agers are keen to view grand opera, 
Shakespeare, Eugene O'Neill, Ber- 
|nard Shaw, plus modern material. 

There is plenty coin being offered 
!now to bring out the best talent 
'from U.S, and England, problem be- 
ing to date such talent. One legit 
house, excluding 
Minerva, for a 
million, is unable to accommodate 
the talent awaiting importation to 
Aussie, not only from U. S. and 
/ England, but from Russia and 
| France as well. 

Understood that while the Aussie 
government may be asked for a 
{subsidy to operate a national thea- 


tre by representatives of workers’ 
| organizations, general idea, is that 
l|ample finance would be quickly 


| forthcoming from local wealthy folk 
| to back a national theatre. 
Government is not being asked 
right now to erect theatres in the 
| keys, but to sanction the refitting of 
icertain properties owned by the gov- 
ernment or municipal bodies for use 
las playhouses until such time as 
new theatre erection is given 
igreen light. Schools of drama and 
| ballet would also be covered in the 
|scheme, and noted directors would 


! 


‘be brought from abroad from time | 


to time to guide local talent. 





60 PRODUCERS IN AUSTRIA 
Vienna, March 18. 
Sascha Film Distributing compans 
has opened its offices here. It has 
heavy financial backing from the 
government bank. ire 
| This makes over 60 production 
| putfits here and two studios in oper- 


, ating condition, 


films | 


He’s already roped in | 


method, but little has been revealed 


save plenty in production overhead. 

Titled the “LF.” process, it pre- 
cludes the possibility of errors on 
the floo i 
part of the director, or 
standings 


misunder- 


tent what actually takes place before 
the cameras, eliminates off-the-cuff 
shooting and substitutes office work 
for studio action. 





Secret of the method lies in the 
way the shooting script is drafted. 
| This takes a new form that leaves 
|director, actors, scenic designers, 
|; cameramen and lighting experts no 
opportunity for experimental time- 
wasting or last-minute whims. It 
|does not insure a goed picture, but 
it removes the onus for indifferent 
| direction from the shoulders of one 
man and places it squarely on the 
|complete picture organization. Be- 
| lieved here that the method could 
| easily be taught to any studio staff. 
| No estimate is available as to the 
| percentage of shooting costs that the 
idea is likely to save, but it can be 
stated with some confidence that it 
should make a satisfactory slice in 
the budget. More important in 
Britain. where studio space is at a 


eliminate many retakes. 

So far only one Rank subsidiary is 
employing the method, but it prob- 
ably will be adopted as the accepted 
system throughout all the production 


|companies in the group. 





RANK RESHUFFLING 


London, March 24. 
Reshuffle of J. Arthur Rank’s ad- 
vertising and publicity forces here is 
due for early announcement and it’s 
understood that Sydney Wynne, son- 
in-law of Ernest Bevin, Britain’s 





} 


| 


the | 


foreign minister, will be named chief. 
John Dennet. who now heads the ad 
dept. of Odeon circuit. becomes chief 


| of advertising for the entire Rank 


the out-of-town | 8™0UP When the cards are riffled. 


population of one | John Myers, present ad topper, is | 


slated to head studio and production 
publicity. 
by the rapid growth of the group. 








Current London Shows 


London, March 25. 
“Anonymous Lover,’ York’s. 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham, 
“Dancing Years,” Casino. 

“Eagle Two Heads,” Haymarket. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand 

“Fools Rush In,” Fortune, 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 

“Jane,” Aldwych. 

“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 

“Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden 
“Now Barabbas,” Vaudeville. 
“Pacific 1860,” Drury Lane. 
“Peace to Peckham,” Princes. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Romany Love,” Majestys. 
“She Wanted Cream” Apolio 
“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace 
“Sweetheart Mine,” -Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass 
“The Gleam,” Globe. 

“Truant in Parklane,” Si. James. 
“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 
“White Devil,” Dutchess. 
“White Steed,” Whitehall. 





| “Winslow Bey,” Lyric. 


intrigued | 


to date. The new precess stands to | 


Aue te ; ePicin . 
due to indecision on the] 


prior to shooting as be- | 
tween art directors and directors, It | 
also sets in advance to a large ex- | 


premium, the process cuts, time on | 
the floor to a minimum and should |! 


LONDON PUB-ADMEN 


The move is necessitaied | 


French Govt Trust Firm Promotes 


$6,000,000 Film Prod-Distrib Setup 





Vienna. March 18. 

At a meeting of Austrian film 
producers, called by Manager Lunin 
of Rosenhuegel studios, it was 
agreed that something must be done 
to make better pictures, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to work on it. 

Karl Hartl, Wien Film, pointed 
out that the “Wine, Women, Song” 
theme should be cut down, it cre- 





} ates abroad the impression that 
| Austria loves pleasure, and_ that 
} alone One complaint was that 
j} there are no good scenarios avail- 


able 

Willy Forst intends to start pro- 
| duction soon while Luis Zelnik, 
poonenl of E. S. film, announced 
| that he is starting a picture calcu- 
| lated to help Austrian foreign tour- 
ist trade. 





‘Mex Exhib Group 
~ Backs 507% Quota 


Mexico City, March 25. 
Carrying out the move started last 
summer for a law making it com- 
pulsory to give 26 weeks a year 
playing time to Mexican pix exclu- 


sively, exhibitors, via their national 
association here, have asked the | 
Ministry of the Interior to enact 
such a measure. Exhibitors com- 





plain that foreign pix, mostly U. S., 


the screens of Mexico. But some 
exhibitors admit there is currently 
not enough good Mexican product to 
be booked because production has 
taken a big drop as a result of too 
many dubs and less coin for produc- 
tion. 

Some producers, backing the ex- 
hibitors in their demand for forced 
exhibition by 
50 frozen pix. But info here is that 
| many of these aren't strong enough 

for booking. Since there has been 

a dip in cinema trade, exhibitors 
|}aren’t sentimental enough to risk 
booking them. 

Some observers in the trade don’t 
believe the law will be enacted be- 
cause, they say, as it is aimed large- 
ly at American pix, it would violate 
the U. S.-Mexican reciprocal trade 
trealy made some two years ago. 


no restriction whatever on the ex- 





saying some _ southwestern 
cinemas screen Mexican pix almost 
exclusively. 





French Newsreels Hit 
Heavy Tax for Biz 


| Pzris, March 18. 

| For the first time here, the picture 
+crowd is fighting its battle against 
| high taxes via the screen. Some lo- 
'eal newsreels, such as Actualites 


| used a clip realistically showing how 
the industry is affected by heavy 
taxation. This was quickly noted, 
since virtually a slam at the govern- 
ment’s policy, ° 


and as such are not supposed to sub- 
mit to censorship. But at the same 
time the government is very careful 
to see that what material they han- 
dle gets the “right” treatment. 

| Metro Journal, which the local 
trade reels objected as being a post- 
war inception and 





investigation goes on, Metro appears 
likely to win its case. 


6 H’wood Folks to London 


Paris, March 25. 
Holly wood 


Flock of 
shoved off for 


filmites 


London: last week 


Barbara Stanwyck, Robert 
Paulette Goddard, 
dith, Robert Lantz and 
veepee David Lewis. 

Prior to returning to U. S., April 
17, Lewis plans a junket to Cannes. 
Arthur Loew, Loew’s International 
topper, is due to head back in N. Y. 
about the middle of April, while 
Miss Stanwyck is slated to arrive 
there on April 7. 


Taylor, 





Mere- 
Enterprise 


Burgess 





Seek Better Austrian Pix; = 
2 Ready to Start Prod. 


are fast crowding Mexican films off | 


law, yell about some | 


These observers point that there's | 


hibition of Mexican pix in the U. S., | 
as. 


Francaises and Eclair Journal, have | 


Newsreels are considered as press, | 


hence against | 
regulations, is continuing while the | 


after brief stay here. These included | 


Paris, March 18. 


Domaines Administration, trust 
which handles govern- 
|ment-owned properties, is quietly 


| promoting a new corporation tenta- 
| tively titled Union Generale Cine- 
matographique, for production, dis- 
tribution and exhibition of films. 
| Blueprints call for capitalization of 
|} about $1,000,000, supplemented by a 
|credit line of about $5,000,000 from 
Credit National which is the state 
bank-aiding the country’s rehabilita- 
tion. In the past, the state bank has 
faced requests for credit from pri- 
vate film companies with claims that 
its cash reserves for such purposes 
had been depleted to only $250,000. 
UGC is skedding to bank roll a 
$750,000 animated cartoon project by 
Budin and Ajinsler. Deal will go 
through providing that Budin and 
Ainsler’s initial production, “Alice in 
Wonderland,” is released through 
UFA’s local subsidiary outlet, for- 
merly alien property but now to be 
Domaines’ distributor. Domaines al- 
ready owns SOGEC which is a 
choice 42-theatre chain headed by 
former pix administfation topper, 
Philippe Acoulon 
Besides providing a porkbarrel to 
pix administration toppers, this pro- 
motion of a state-controlled corpora- 
tion just as private industry majors 
were attempting to organize, evi- 
dences the significant Communist 
power to enforce nationalization of 
large segments of any industry 
through this type of government 
| financing. If appropriation of public 





{funds for this purpose engulfs 
America’s next loan, it will sub- 
stantiate Herbert Hoover's recom- 


mendation that U. S. checkers must 
be provided to guarantee no misuse 
of such funds for nationalization 
purposes, 


‘Maurice Ostrer Adds 
6 More Films to Sked 
For British Production 


London, March 15. 
| Maurice Ostrer in addition to hav- 
ling signed R. J. Minney for his new 
film company, Premier Productions, 
with first film to be produced by 
Minney being “The Queen of Love.” 








has six other films in hand. These 
iare D. L. Murray’s “Enter Three 
Witches”; “Lady Eleanor Smith's 


“Magic Lantern”; “To Save My Life”; 
|“Gamblers Sometimes Win”; “How 
| Frail the Threads,” novel about pres- 
ent-day conditions in England, and 
“Other Gods,” story of atomic age. 


Stars under contract to Ostrer 
are Michael Rennie, who was in 
“Wicked Lady”; Andrew Cruick- 


shank, who was with Lawrence 
| Olivier in the Old Vic shows and 
| appeared in “Corn Is Green” in 
N. Y.: Ethne Dunn, Irish actress 
from Abbey theatre, Dublin, who 
| is due on Broadway in new play 
| next August; Beryl Baxter, playing 
femme lead in “Fifty Fifty,” the 
‘Firth Shephard play; Frederick 
| Bradshaw, who appeared in 40 films 
}in England before the war and re- 
| cently returned after being prisoner 
|of war in Singapore: April Stride. 
|currently appearing in film, “Crow- 
| thers of Bankdam,” and a new find, 
| June Holden. 


BRITISH LEGIT PRODUCER 
BUYS HOLLYWOOD PLAY 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Geoffrey Goodhart, British legit 
producer, bought “The Cries of the 
Dogs.” authored by Sloan Nibley 
and Peter Berneis, Hollywood 
scripters. for late spring presenta- 
tion in Londpn. 
| Play, based on an Arabian prov- 
“For what cares heaven for 
the cries of dogs.” is based on a 





| erb, 


| father’s attempts to dominate the 
life of his son. 
|Paris Court Reverses 


Self, Haik Loses House 
Paris, March 18. 
Recent reversal of a former court 
|} decision that returned the Francais, 
| boulevard picture house, to Jacques 
| Haik now leaves him with only his 
;Olympia. Francais reverts to Do- 
| maines (Sogec chain). This does 
inot affect the booking combine be- 
|tween Haik and Philippe Acoulon, 
|}Sogec head, so that Haik still has 
!an in en film played at Francais, 
| Haik is currently in Cairo buying 
'a few Arabic pictures for North 
African distribution. 
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Yank Jazz, Slick Chicks, Costa Rica 
Tempos, Brunet Lookers to Bally Pix 


Following through on its inten-¢ 


tions to hypo film ballyhoo to build 
up extended playing time for top 
product, 20th-Fox has lined up ex- 
tensive campaigns for “Alexander's 
Ragtime Band” and “Carnival in 
Costa Rica.” “Alex,” for which a 
$500,000 ad budget is to be expended, 
will have the benefits of one of the 
far-reaching radio promotions 


most 

vet accorded a film, with 20th ad- 
pub chief Charley Schlaifer and 
radio publicity head Irving Kahn 


having lined up six of the top shows 
for special plugs. in 
Campaign tees off April % 
“Tux Radio Theatre,’ in 
Tyrone Power and Alice Faye. 
of “Alex,” along with Dinah Shore, 
Dick Haymes and Al Jolson, will 
do the film’s script. Bob Hope show 
the following night will also guest 
Jolson in a special tribute to the 
Irving Berlin musical, with Bing 
Crosby singing some of the Berlin 
tunes on his April 9 show. “Duffy’s 
Tavern” April 9 will guest 
personally, with the script centering 


with 
which 
stars 


} ; ‘or tilde is tony of one leg of nine 
- Cornel Wilde is|the mono 
pir ag portgelk the Eddie Cantor | hours over water. In order to avoid 
Siavead lO BUCSt Uli tate ae os ine F . 4 be in line 
; ; lug for the |exhibitor opposition and 
“rn _— B rin oe be the |for new features, pix will be shown 
ic ‘ < eril i Cc . - = A 
aw ee: il 14 with a special outside the boundaries of the U. S._ 
pH age 5 t , 1 the Victor Borge- | The company hasn't decided yet if 
guest shot or nas J ; hi 
Benny Goodman show. It’s believed |" will follow the Chesape ike & Ohio 
“aware  veni listener in the railroad’s lead and show feature 
=e ss Pe one as least one of films or confine its programs to 
ee Va © Be : shorts and _ educational subjects. 
be ai a paign will be First, of course, the experiment must 
“Carniva = oroved successful by test. 
highlighted by a goodwill tour of | °& Pr° 
three Costa Rican beauty queens, | 
selected in a nationwide contest to J L A ° F 
represent the country at the film's | r. eague uspices or 
world preem, slated for the Roxy, | e 
N. Y., Friday (28). Gals will re Prestige Pix Packages. 
tour the eastern half of the US., er: PSs 
doing radio shows and newspaper | Junior League of Reading (Pa.) 
interviews to help plug the film. | will curtain-raise in the campaign 


Beauty and Bally 

Paramount and Universal-Inter- 
national have both taken to a modi- 
fied form of beauty contest on a 
national scale in hypoing bally for 
early release of top pix. Par is 
staging a cross-country match in 
which brunet lookers gathered in 
New York, Chicago, Kansas City 
and Los Angeles will be railroaded 
to Par’s studio, where Bob Hope 
will choose his “favorite brunette,” 
the pic of the same name. U-I’s 
stunt, which beats the drums for 
“The Egg and I,’ went through its 
prelims last weekend when five re- 
gional “slick chicks” were designat- 
ed in Chicago for a closeout con- 
test on the Coast yesterday (Tues.). 

U-I’s promotion calls for the 
transportation by air of the femme 
owners and the contestants, hens in 
this instance, in a tieup with “Egg,” 
which preems around April 24 at 
Radio City Music Hall. Hope's “Fa- 
vorite Brunette” is current at the 
N. Y. Paramount. 

Par’s train leaves New York April 
1 and returns from the Coast April 


11. Besides transporting the gals, 
train. will carry number of daily 
columnists and press reps. While 


timed a‘ter preem of pic, it’s figured 
to be ace publicity in the various 
towns from which the contestants 
will come. 





$30,000 For Guest Shots 
Hollywood, March 25. 

20th-Fox is spending $30,000 for 
radio guest shots to bally revival of 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band.” Studio 
coniractees and outside taient are 
being paid full price by 20th to 
stimulate ,interest in picture via 
singing its tunes or doing spots. 

Talent cost of five stars on 
airing of “Alex” April 7 is being 
shared by J. Walter Thompson and 
20th. It’s believed first time studio 
has paid its stars and outsiders to 
exploit a picture. 


Berlin | 


Lux | 





Would Bar Food, Soda 
From Wisc. Theatre Sale 


Madison, Wisc., March 25. 
A bill to bar the sale of food and 


troduced in the Wisconsin legisla- 
ture by Assemblyman Charles West- 
of $25 for violation. 


vides a fine 


ers the sale of 
and candy. 

No hearing has been scheduled for 
the proposal as yet. 


popcorn, 





‘NORTHWEST AIRLINES’ 
STRATOSPHERE FILMS 


Minneapolis, March 25. 

| When regular Orient flights begin, 
Northwest Airlines here will follow 
Pan-American’s lead and have a 
'eoutple of hours of films to break up 








1of Prestige Pictures unit of Univer- 
sal to sell packaged product of J. 
|Arthur Rank to national organiza- 
‘tions in concert series. League has 
rented the Penn theatre in Reading 
\for a two-day engagement of “Brief 
| Encounter,’ March 26-27. Theatre 
| will also be used by the chapter for 
\“I Know Where I'm Going” which 
lis set for April 23-24. 

Reading branch has pacted the 
;}two pix and in turn is selling tickets 
to its members and the _ public. 
Large number of other JL chapters 
| will follow suit with Prestige offer- 
jing packages of two-to-five pix to 
the organization. Lawrence Audrain, 


trip to Reading over the weekend 
to set exploitation and advertising 
for the JL preem. 

In another phase of the drive for 
special sales of certain Rank films, 
Prestige last week pacted with 
Purdue University for the playing of 
a series of five pix in the school’s 
auditorium. Deal was made with 
implied okay of neighboring theatre 
operators who were offered the 
films before the university's officials 
were approached. 


SPCA Balks Giveaway 


Allentown, Pa., March 25. 
Giving away of baby chicks at a 
theatre show here was stopped by 





ty to Animals. 

Herbert M. Bachman, humane 
agent, stepped into the picture after 
the State theatre here advertised it 
would give away chicks to the first 
500 persons to enter the theatre. 














soft drinks in theatres has been in- |} 


B Pic Classics 


phal, Milwaukee Republican. It pro- | 


There’s some question if this cOv- | 
confection | 


Prestige’s top flack, made a flying | 


the Society for Prevention of Cruel- | 








|| 5% Amus. Tax 


| Continued from page 7 
| terday (Mon.) to fight the proposed 





| state tax bill which, among other 
| things, would impose a 3’% bite on | 











Siritzky-Pathe 


Continued from page 6 
smaller city situations, according to 
Siritzky. 

Siritzky said there is strong agita- 
tion in France by film producers and 
distributors to have the government 
effect a rebate in 17'4 of admission 
taxes being paid by them. That bite 
was added during the war as an in- 
crease over a levy of 28'-, making a 
45‘. total. 

Marcel Carne, producer 
Enfants du Paradis,” 
to the U. S. in 1948 for a Hollywood 
production, according to Siritzky. 
Similar plans of Marcel Pagnol have 
been postponed so the producer can 
be formally entered in the French 
Academy. 











of “Les 


ey a a oe 


is set to come! 


; theatre admissions. 
| formed at a meet in the Stacey- 
Trent hotel at which representatives 
,of more than 400 theatres attended. 
| Joining the united front were 
|'Paramount, RKO, Warner Bros., 
Loew's, Atlantic theatres, Hunt 
theatres, Fabian circuit. Reade cir- 
cuit and the Independent Theatre 
{;Owners'§ Assn. Edward Lachman, 
N. J. Allied prexy, wielded the gavel 
and he with George Gold of Newark 
was designating as directing chzir- 
man of the theatre federation. 

| Fight will be waged via publicity 
and shorts which will be prepped to 


acquaint patrons and the general ! 
; public of the threat. The tax fixes a 
13% levy on hotel bills, tobacco, 


\liquor and amusements. Proposed 
| by Assemblyman Richard Mischlich, 
the bill is currently in its second 
reading. 


The group was | 


Hellman, Zanuck Gab 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Marcel Hellman, who recently 
produced “Meet Me at Dawn” in 
England for 20th-Fox is in téwn for 
three weeks of conference with 
Darryl F. Zanuck on the company’s 
future product in London. 

While in town, Hellman will bor- 
row a number of the studio’s out- 
standing players for work overseas. 








Made Available 


| For Classrooms novel from which the film is to be made headed the best seller lists for 


After seeking them for the last 20 
years, the National Council 
Teachers of English finally has been 
'given condensed versions of feature 
| pictures based on classic and mod- 
jern literature by the film industry. 
Teaching Film Custodians, the non- 
profit corporation organized by the 
major film companies, is the instru- 
;mentality which is making the pic- 
tures available. A list of 23 
densed versions for classroom 


h announced 
na @anneuncea 


con- 
use 
just been 
English instructors long clamored 
for some adaptation or 
tion of such classic screen stories as 
“David .Copperfield,” “Great Expec- 
tations” and “Kidnapped.” But un- 
itil the work of whipping these fea- 
tures into classroom shape was un- 
dertaken by Teaching Film Custo- 


the picture industry wanted to make 
'the material available. Under 
direction of Mark A. May, chairman 
of TFC, who is director of the In- 
stitute of Human Relations at Yale 
University, the initial array of fea- 
tures were re-edited and cut Gown 
in length to fit the classroom period 
of 38-40 minutes. All of the features 
| treated so far have been cut down 
to four reels. In this way. the classic 
film story has been made 
for classroom study at 
|rental to TFC. 

| Now the pictures are rented to fit 
j}into any particular phase of class- 


available 
the usual 


room study. Majority of the English | 
literature films differ materially, of 


| course, from the original feature 
|pictures. They are shown only 
| students, in regularly’ enrolled 
|classes, and for study and not en- 
| tertainment. 

The complete 
‘films now 


list of literature 
available includes “Ad- 
}ventures of Huckleberry Finn” 
(Metro); “Alice in Wonderland,” 
(Paramount); Metro’s “Anna Karen- 
jina,” “Christmas Carol,” “David 
, Copperfield, the Boy” and “David 
| Copperfield, the Man,” being two 
|four-reel subjects down 
original “Copperfield,” and “Good 
Earth”; “Great Expectations” (Uni- 
versal); “Heidi” (20th-Fox); “House 


“Kidnapped” and “Les Miserables,” 
all 20th; “Light That Failed” (Par): 
“Magnificent Obsession.” (U); “Mu- 
tiny on the Bounty” (Metro); “Mys- 
tery of Edwin Drood” (U): “Peter 
Ibbetson” (Par); “Pride and Preju- 
}dice,” “Romeo & Juliet.” “Treasure 





| Island” and “Tale of Two Cities.” | 


,all Metro; “Timothy's Quest” (Par). 
{ 


| Report On Juve Bookings 
| Effort is being made by reps of 
|}the Motion Picture Assn. confab- 


| bing with exchange managers in key 


cities to start a system of weekly | 
reports on bookings of pix in the | 
| Children’s Film Library. Object of | 


| piling up the statistics is for public 
| relations purposes in order to dem- 
, onstrate what the industry is doing 
|in the way of catering to moppet 
| audiences. 

| CFL comprises-28 specially cho- 


sen features on which theatres can |! 


,draw for Saturday morning show- 


given since start of the program four 
months ago. 





Twin Cities’ 1st Drive-In 
Minneapolis. March 25. 
Twin Cities’ first drive-in theatre 
is in prospect in consequence of the 
}action of Taxpayers’ Assn. of Gol- 
'den Valley, local suburb, in approv- 
_ing $150,000 for such a project. Joe 


Wolf, Minneapolis Film Classics 
jand Screen Guild franchiseholder. 
and Louis Gainsley, local jeweler, 
are planning it. 

Pair would pay license fee of | 
| $1,000 annually as against $75 for 
regular theatres. Village council 


| will hold a public hearing this week 
jand decide thereafter whether to 
issue the permit against which 


,;much opposition has appeared. 


of | 


condensa- | 


dians this was only a wish, much as | 


the | 


to | 


from the | 


of Seven Gables” (U); “Jane Eyre,” | 


|ings. Almost 5,000 such perform- 
ances are believed to have been |} 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Recently-adopted policy of distribs starting ads for the succeeding pic. 
ture at the Music Hall, N. Y., very early in the run of the current film 
proved profitable for present tenant, “Late George Apley.” Unexpectedly 
short three-week run of Metro’s “Sea of Grass” would have meant the 
20th-Fox pie going into the M. H. with an inadequate ad campaign had not 
the company started copy, minus the theatre name, in the dailies during 
the second week of the “Grass” run. It was anticipated that the Spencer 
| Tracy-Katharine Hepburn starrer would get the five weeks the booking per. 
| mitted. Fox, therefore, was just doing a sort of teaser campaign, which 

was switched into the regular campaign when it became evident “Apley” 

| was going in before expectations. Metro, on its own end, had started a 
| similar early-in-the-run campaign for “Grass,” while its “Yearling” was 
only in its second week. 








Survey conducted by Audience Research Institute reveals that publicity 
| for Jesse Lasky’s forthcoming “Miracle of the Bells” has received more 
| audience penetration before the start of a paid ad-publicity 
than any other film in history. 

Situation is believed to result 


Campaign 


from the fact that the Russell 


Janney 
several months. In addition, Lasky and Prentice-Hall, publishers-of the 
book, received plenty of newspaper space and radio time through the con- 
test still in session to find an unknown femme for the lead role. RKO 

| will release the film, with Fred MacMurray set for the male lead. 


Last in the Dr. Kildare series to be produced by Metro, heretofore titled 
“Cynthia's Secret,” has been retitled “Dark Delusion.” Title switch neces- 
sitated a postponement of the film's tradescreening, which is now scheduled 
| for all exchanges April 7 except Washington, where it will be tradeshown 
the following day. 

Delay’in tradescreening also forced postponement of the films’ release. 
since no picture can be released until after all exhibs have had a chance 
to see it. Release date has not yet been set but the film is expected to be 
distributed some time in April. 


Harry Kosiner, Edward Small’s sales rep in New York, has also been 
named to supervise distribution of Andrew Stone’s product. Latter is not 
his personal account, however, but will be handled via the Smal! office, 
since Small’s Motion Picture Finance Corp. on the Coast has coin invested 
in Stone’s pic, “Fun on a Weekend.” Both Stone and Small 


films 
distributed by United Artists. 


are 


Republic’s dropping of the “Red Ryder” series of westerns was the result 
of an oversight. One of the studio execs forgot to pick up the option on 
the newspaper strip during the specified time. Owner of-the property 
immediately upped the price so high that Republic decided to switch Monte 


Hale to another series. 
© 
| > Dee 
| RKO's Business 


Pic Profits Perk 


—— Continued from page 1 








exceptional business, mediocre and e e 

minor ones are very frequently | D t UJ Al) 

| dying. Which means ft is the big- | n rl aln p 0 
budget speciils which have been 


carrying the load, admittedly a not | 


RKO’s business in Britain jumped 
too healthy situation. 


| 
40°. * in 


1946 over the year before 
Taking a broad industry-wide | and maintained its gain in face of 
average, the facts are that  b.o. 


blizzards and power shortages this 
grosses are up a few percent over P tage hi 


last year, although net income is | Witter which caused an over-all 
either off a few percent or about | slump of 35% in Britain’s show biz, 
equal to aes Ras ok Bee of in-' according to Robert Wolff, com- 
creasing costs 1n 1eatre operation, , ‘ , 

. ing ners .. panys managing director for the 
principally payrolls and expendi-|— | | : 

tures for house improvements. United Kingdom. Wolff also dis- 


closed that RKO is now poised to 
launch into the 16m field overseas 
and has already prepped three 
groups of 12 pix each for UK con- 


There have been some interesting 
changes in characteristics of the 
b.o.—such as an unexplained drop in 
children’s attendance—but averages | 
remain high in the affiliated circuits. | 


All but one of the five saw a rise | S¥Mption. 
_in gross income for the first nine, “Bells of St. Mary’s,” an RKO re- 
preg Important indie circuits are | tease. proved to be the biggest 


— real Satie Mauate, can (et ever to ny England with 
claimed a drop of from 10 to 20%. ) the exception of “Gone With the 

Attendance is generally off slight- | Wind,” having displaced “Mrs. Mini- 
ly, but the fact that much of that is| ver” for that spot, foreign topper 


represented by low-priced children’s | ..ig ; 
tickets makes it less significant than said. Strong films continued io do 


it appears. In addition, increases in | big business in Britain despite gov- 
admission prices during 1946 have ernment regulations limiting play- 
imore than compensated in gross | ing time to six hours daily during 
totals. Certain areas which had | the winter, Wolff added 

swollen wartime populations. such 


Strong possibility of RKO drop- 
ping its plans to produce “White 
Tower” in England and the Conti- 


. nent revealed by Wolff who 
Broadway has slipped substan- aid sSnemadl Lo » aati 
| tially with a drop in wartime tour- | able oes "> tea ct agen 
ism, but New York as a whole is up. | “2 "* “4S : . 

oe is UP. | “So Well Remembered” has been 


It has been going up for the past | : 
é ’ h 
\ theese de faae iy : _ | completed under an RKO tiecun with 
our years and 1947 is fol J. Arthur Rank and the “Tower 


lowing that trend. | substi ‘ » nort-of 
Matinee business is down, but eve- |" stitute is to be made ay ee bly 
nings and weekends are holding up the deal. Company will ot ger 
continue turning out pix with Rank 


well. There are some regional dif- inet; thee tan f thei act gives 
ferences in this respect, of se, | 5 oe ms © est pact & 
> a yertes RKO that option, Wolff said. 


hinging on postwar population and 
Wolff, who’s in New York for 4 


industrial shifts. 
| Total domestic film rentals of the Visit which will end May 9 when he 
returns to Britain, said that RKO 


| eight majors for the first nine weeks | ; 
are rather substantially up over 1946 , WOuld not encourage fly-by-nights to 
enter the 16m field in the UK. Com- 


—which provided the heaviest cor- . 
porate profits the industry has ever | Pany is encouraging exhibs to pick 
up licensing rights in the narrow- 


iseen. (Theatre circuits provide. a 

| greater proportion of net to the Big %auge branch since RKO intends 
| Five than. rentals do, however.) handling these pix similarly to 
| Only a few of the eight companies | those of 35m. 
have slipped, and then only slightly, | 
while one made a gain of as much 
as 16° in domestic rentals. 


as San Francisco and Norfolk. are | 
considerably down from last year, | 
| but that was to be expected. 


B'’way Down But N. Y. City Up was 


In the main, the narrow films will 
go into towns’ which 
would have theatres but have 


ordinarily 
been 


Foreign rentals are likewise well , barred from that development bY 
above a year ago. That's despite the | current building restrictions. About 
fact that returns from England. 800 installations for 16m pix art 
which normally provides 60° of now operating in Britain, He said, 


| overseas income, are off. 

| Darkening the profits picture for 
the majors. Of course, are increased 

| costs of operation, plus the fact that 
they will be amortizing heavier- 

j budgeted pictures than last year. 


of which many are mobile units. 
Other companies presently distmbu- 
| ting narrow pix are Columbia. via 
Wigmore Films; Gaumont-Briti:!. 
Rank subsid, handling both Renk 


jand Universal product, and Metro. 
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RKO's 


New Narration System Seen As 


Solution of Foreign Dubbing Problem 





RKO International, going a step + 


further than the other majors in its | 


attempts to provide saleable 16m 
product for the foreign market, has 
devised a new system of narration | 
in which the entire English dialog 
is replaced by the voice of a nar- 
rator explaining action. Work 
is done the RKO-Pathe 
studios in New York and RKO for- 
eign sales execs look to the system 
to make their 16m product accepta- 


the 


at new 


ble in almost every foreign coun- 
try. 
Metro International has also been 


utilizing the narration process for 


some time, with pictures translated | 


into about six different languages. 
Instead ‘of deleting the English dia- 
leg entirely, however, Metro leaves 
it in, merely shading it down in vol- 
ume at various spots to allow the 
narrator's voice to be superimposed. 
RKO technique was devised by 
Raoul De Leon, 
pany's foreign versions department, 
with the technical work supervised 
by production manager Dudley Hale. 
Under the RKO system, the nar- 
rator often winds up a commentary 
sequence with direct quotes, trying 
whenever possible to start and stop 
his speech in synchronization with 
the lip movements of the actors. 
This gives the same results as com- 
plete dubbing, but is far less ex- 
pensive since one voice can be used 
for the entire picture instead of hav- 
ing a separate voice for each char- 
acter. RKO has already completed 
a narrated version of “Tarzan and 
the Leopard Woman” in three dif- 
ferent languages and is currently 
working on “King Kong.” About 12 
features have been turned over to 
Pathe for the narrated versions, 
with which RKO International hopes 
to hypo its 16m business overseas. 


System is expected to provide the | 
answer to the question of what form 


foreign versions of American prod- 
uct should take in_ those 
where 16m product is to be pushed. 
Dubbing has been almost entirely 
ruled out, both because of its ex- 
pense and because audiences 
many foreign countries dislike the 
finished product. Subtitling in the 
native language, only other system 
used heretofore, has also been found 
unacceptable since audiences in the 
hinterlands, where 16m product gets 
its greatest play, are often illiterate 
and cannot read the titles. 
dition, a 16m screen is often too 
small“for titles to be seen clearly. 


UA Kit 


Continued from page 7 








worth of caviar, steak and cham- 
pagne. 

2. CONTRACT FORM 220B. Ex- 
hibitor Joe Blow signs contract for 
pieture in competitive area. 

3. Whiskey SHOT GLASS. You 
are celebrating the deal when the 
man with the handcuffs comes for 
you. You are charged with collu- 
sion, graft, legerdemain, rape . 
and contempt. 


4. SONG “GUILTY.” This is sung | 


by the jury while you're being 
hustled to the clink. 

5. PENCILS. You write letters to 
wife, mother, Grad Sears and Doro- 
thy Dix. No one will help you. No 
one CAN help you. 

6. PLAYING CARDS. The jailer 
is a gin-rummy player. You are 
sehneidered twice a day, day after 
day. 

7. CIGARETS. The jailer smoke 
€igarets. Gotta be nice to him. 

8. CUT-OUT PAPER DOLLS. 
Some clean fun for busy little fing- 
ers. 


Write your “mouthpiece,” Eddie 
Schnitzer, for help. Hidden in a 
crust of bread, Joe Unger smuggles 
you a 


8. (a) FALSE MUSTACHE. A 
disguise. ; 
(b) STEEL FILE. A means of 
escape. 

(c) PISTOL. To shoot your 
way out. 


But you haven't a chance. You've 
committed a terrible crime. You're 
caught and put into solitary. There 
are three ways out. 


10. RAZOR BLADES. Cut your | 


throat. 
11. POISON. Eat it. 
12. ROPE. Hang yourself. 
(The End) j 


ope 


=F. 
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arn 


head of the com- 


areas | 
| 


in | 


In ad- | 


NAT’L REVIEW BOARD 
TO INCLUDE 22 ORGS. 


Expanding its general membership 
to include some 22 organizations of 
national scope, National Board of 
Review prexy Quincy 
vealed details of the Board’s reor- 
ganization plan at the group’s 38th 
anniversary conference Thursday 
(20) the Hotel McAlpin, 


Howe, 


at 


YWCA, variou 
henceforth will actively participate. 
Conference urged greater produc- 





Picture Grosses 


Continued from page 16 


LOUISVILLE 
Rialto. Other houses are average 
pace. 
Estimates for This Week 





Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,200; 40-60) —“‘Wonderful Life” 
(RKO) (m.o.). Fair $4,000 on m.0. | 


Last week, “California” (Par) (m.0o.), 
$3,500. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 





| Princess” (Par). 
re- | 


| 
j 


a 
Associations such as the Boy Scouts, 


—“Secret Heart” (M-G) and “Jungle 
Mild $3,000. Last 


| week, “Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) 
land “Blondie Knows Best” (Col), 
| $3,100. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
| 40-60) —“Pursued” (WB) (3d wk). 
| Nice $6,500. Last week, sturdy | 
$7,000. | 


National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 


women’s clubs, et al., | __«,gichigan Kid” (U) and “Dead of 
| Night” (U). 


Fairly active $8,000. 


|Last. week, “Destry Rides Again” | 


tion of “family” pix, praised.the in- | (U) and “When Dalton’s Rode” (U) 


dustry for creating the children’s 


film library and lauded the purpose | 


of the United Nations’ film division. 
Among those addressing the con- 


clave, presided over by radio com- | 


mentator Howe, were Jean Benoit- 
Levy, director of the United Nations 
film department; Orton Hicks, 16m 


veepee of Loew's . International; 
Louis de Rochemont and Brian 
Aherne. 

Benoit-Levy emphasized UN’s 


'need of cooperation from the film 


industry while Hicks traced the ad- 
vance of 16m films overseas. 


EE 
U-WB 
Continued from page 3} =e 


March 14, and that banishing U was 
passed out last Wednesday (19). 
Circuit execs were instructed as of 
those dates to cancel all possible en- 
gagements and give no further play- 


























ing time to features, newsreels Or | 


shorts of the alleged offenders, A 
few houses are continuing to play 
|U and E-L pix in situations where 
it is too late to book substitute pix. 


Rank in It Too 


Incidental sufferer in the pair of 
disputes is British producer J. Ar- 
thur Rank, since U and E-L happen 
to be sole distribs in this country of 
his new films. 

Story behind the battle with U is 

that Buckner had got the impression 
the Warner studio was not going to 
lift his option, on which he had one 
year to go. As a result, his agent 
| began peddling him and struck a 
| deal with Goetz. A few days later, 
| Jack Warner, hearing of this, felt 
that U had jumped the gun by not 
waiting until Warners had officially 
notified Buckner as to whether or 
*not his ticket was to be picked up. 
Warner at this point exercised his 
option, which upset the U deal, and 
then took the retaliatory measure 
against U pix, claiming Goetz had 
made an intentional raid on the 
studio. 

Eagle-Lion situation was slightly 
different. Miss Leslie, who had been 
under contract to WB, recently sued 
to get. out of the pact on the grounds 
that it was made while she was a 
minor. Court upheld her. There- 
upon, Foy entered into a deal with 
her. .Warner felt that likewise was 





. «| gun-jumping since WB had in the 


| meantime filed an appeal, which is 
now pending. 

| Asa matter of fact, E-L could find 
| itself in a rather embarrassing situ- 
ation if it went forward with the 
_Leslie film should it find later that 
‘the appeals court had reversed the 
| earlier ruling freeing the star from 
'the WB pact. In other words, E-L 
_ would be unable to release the film 
| without an arfangement with WB— 
| and if the latter didn’t want to make 
'a deal, the film would have to be 
| permanently shelved. 

| Warner theatremen, from their 
| viewpoint, are reported displeased 
with the turn of events. Already 
suffering from a product shortage, 
they were forced to scramble for 
pictures last week to fill the voids 


in playing time. 





WE Increasing Stock 

Stockholders of Western Electric 
Co. have been notified by C. G. Stoll, 
prexy, that they will be asked to 
pass on a proposal to increase the 
company’s authorized capital stock 
to 9,000,000 shares at the annual 





meeting, April 8. Currently author- 
ized capitalization is 7,500,000 shares. 

If increase is voted, it is planned 
to offer the additioral shares pro 
rata to stockholders. Proceeds will 
be used in financing heavy demands 
for telephone equipment for Bell 





System. 


| (reissues), $6,000. 


|“Pilgrim Lady” (Rep). 


| 


| 40-60 )—“Easy 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60)—“‘Rue Madeleine” (20th) and 
Strong $17,- 
Last week, “Wonderful Life” | 
(RKO), healthy $16,000. 


| 000. 


| State (Loew's) (3,300; 40-60)— 
“Stairwzy to Heaven” (U) and 
“Alias Mr. Twilight” (Col). Pleas- 


‘ing $16,000. Last week, “Affairs Bel 
Ami” (UA) and “Lone Wolf in 
Mexico” (Col), moderate $12,000. 

| Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
Come” (Par) and 
| “Gentleman Joe Palooka”’ ¢Mono). 
|Oke $5,500. Last week, “Queen of 
| Amazons” (FC) and “Renegade Girl” | 
| (FC) (reissues), $5,000, 


: oe 
‘BRUNETTE’ BRISK 246 
IN 2 SEATTLE HOUSES 


Seattle, March 25. 


Big news here this stanza is the | 
great biz being done by “Favorite 
Brunette,” playing day-date at two 
theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (H-E) 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par). Special 
bally helping to huge $9,000. Last 
week, “Perfect Marriage” (Par) and 
“Big Town” (Par) (2d wk), fairish 
$3,400 in 6 days. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) 
—“Lady in Lake” (M-G) and 
“Raider” (Indie). Good $12,500. Last 
week, “Beginning or End” (M-G) and 
“Lone Wolf in Mexico” (Col), only 





$9,000. 
Liberty (J&vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (13th wk), 


Great $11,000. Last week,. $11,500. 

Musie Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“California” (Par) (m.o.). Nice $6,- 
500. Last week, “Song of South” 
(RKO) (4th wk), good $4,300 in 6 
days. 

Musie Box (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Boom Town” (M-G) and “Tom, 
Dick” (RKO) (reissues). Slow $6,000. 
Last week, “Wicked Lady” (U) and 
“Blind Spot” (Col), slow $6,300. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 45-80)— 
“Humoresque” (WB) (2d wk). Okay 
$8,500 after landing very good $13,- 
200 last week. 

Paramount (H-E) G09; 45-80 )— 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par). Day-date 
with Blue Mouse. Heavy exploitation 
with local brunette contest boosting 
this to smash $15,000. Last week, 
—— (Par) (2d wk), big $10,- 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Tomorrow the World” (UA) and 
“Guest in House” (UA), split with 
“Wicked Lady” (U) (m.o.). Good $5,- 
000. Last week, “Swell Guy” (U), 
$4,600. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 25- 
| 50)—“Razor’s Edge” (20th) and “Mr. 
Ace” (UA) (3d run). Nice $4,000. 
Last week, “Old California” (Rep) 
and “Girl God’s Country” (Rep), split 
with “Meet John Doe” (FC) and 
“Wake Up, Dream” (FC) (3d run), 
good $3,300. 


(Continued from page 11) 
week, “Pursued” (WB), neat $26,000. 
Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 55-85)— 
“Lidy in Lake” (M-G). Nice $21,- 
500. Last week, “Beginning or End” 
(M-G) (2d wk). only $8,500. 
Paramonnt (FWC) (2.646: 55-85)— 


“Beast Five Fingers’ (WB). Only 
$20,000 in 9 days. Last week, “Love 
Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $10,000. 

State (FWC) (2,133: 55-85)—“Pur- 
sued” (WB) (m.o.). Fair $9,500. 


Last week, “California” (Par) (m.o.), 
$10,000. 


85 )—“Scheherazade” - (U) 
Okay $13,000 or over. 
fancy $23,500 in 4 dzys. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207; 55-85) — “Fabulous Dorseys” 
(UA). Mild $11,000 or under. Last 
| week, “Red House” (UA) (4th wk), 
steady $7,800. 

Stagedoer (Ackerman) (350: $1.80 
to $2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (26th 
wk). Steady $4,500. Last week, 
about same. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149: $1 
$1.80)—“Best Years” (RKO). 


Last week, 


to 





terrific $30,000. 


(800; 45-80)— | 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.448: 55- | 
(2d wk). | 


2 PENNSY BILLS WOULD 
AFFECT FILM THEATRES 


Philadelphia, March 25. 

Two bills affecting the film in- 
dustry were introduced in the legis- 
lature at Harrisburg last week. 

One of them, presented by Rep. 
Joseph A. Scanlon, Philadelphia 
Democrat, would forbid changes in 
admission prices in amusement 
places during Sundays or holidays. 
Another measure would make it 
mandatory. for theatres to flash on 
screen at regular intervals a 

plan of the house showing 


the 


floor 
exits. 





Three in Missouri Alse 
Kansas City, March 25. 


now in the legislature. 
eyed favorably is Senate Bill 155, 


| theatre 


} 


i 
i 


as) 


Charge Mpls, 
Exhibs Choke 
Off New Bldg, 


Minneapolis, March 18 

Promoters desiring to build new 
theatres in Minneapolis and its syb. 
urbs charge that present vested 
interests have been using 
their influence to choke off any ad. 
ditional competition and keep 4 
“closed shop” for showhouses now jn 
existence. It’s pointed out that 
North Central Allied and independ. 
ent exhibitors leaders generally have 





| made no bones of their determina. 
| tions to oppose any further local 

Exhibitors in Missouri are keep- | theatre construction and they fight 
ing their eyes peeled on three bills | it openly and have been doing so for 


| 


One being | more than 10 years. 


The Minneapolis city council is on 


| which sets standards of seating and | record to refuse to issue any more 


aisles for new theatre construction. | permits for theatre construction and 


apply to theatres already in use. 


'It is not retroactive and will not | North Central Allied has asked it 


to continue that policy. The inde- 


Two others have failed to evince | Pendents argue that the city already 


| any favoritism from exhibitors. One 


is H.B. 246, providing for a soldiers’ 
bonus, and raising part of the funds 
by a 5% tax on theatre admissions. 


It is currently lodged with the mili- 


tary affairs committee. 

H.B. 250 recently introduced is 
now in the committee of criminal 
jurisprudence. It would require an 
experienced fireman to be on duty 
in every theatre, and would require 
one fireman for each 1,000 seats or 
portion thereof, 


Kansas legislature last week killed 


the last of its proposed revenue 
measures, thereby removing any 
anxiety from exhibitors in that 
state. 
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|\clusive overseas diet, joined the 
| parade last week when a spokesman 
| disclosed plans to open three more 
|in Denver, Dallas and Salt-Lake City 
‘with the theatre chain aiming for 
an ultimate total of 50 houses 
|forming a countrywide network. Re- 
| cent grosses indicate that the art- 
|theatre phase of foreign pix is a 
,thing of the past, it was asserted, 
j}and “Hollywood had better look to 
|its laurels.” 


| Partola theatre, 1,000-seater in San 
| Francisco, which the Pink outfit re- 
cently switched to a foreign pic 
policy, did over $5,000 in the first 
|four days of a dual bill combining 
| the French film “Katia” and the 
Czech pic “Merry Lives.” The Mayan 
|theatre, Los Angeles, a 1,500-seat 
|former legit house, attempted Yank 
‘pix “and it was a complete flop,” 
it’s said. Pink gfoup then switched 
_the house to foreign product and 
| Brossed $37,000 in a-five-weeks run 
;of the same double bill as played 
ithe Partola. 


Increasing stature with exhibs of 
foreign films is also claimed by 
| Prestige which is pushing some of J. 
Arthur Rank’s product, Because of 
jtheir power to draw on audiences 
that lay off the usual Hollywood pix, 
}such top-ranking exhibs as Bob 
|O’Donnell of Interstate Circuit; 
| Charles Skouras, head of Fox-West 
| Coast theatres: and the potent Bala- 
ban & Katz chain in Chicago have 
| switched scattered nabe houses to 
| British films. In the main, Prestige 
/Says, big circuits are considering 
Partial conversion in those theatres 
which have been limping along on 
subsequent-run Hollywood product. 

Prestige’s Survey 


Prestige is currently surveying 
conversion possibilities in the U. S. 
and preliminary reports compiled by 
Lawrence J. McGinley, sales chief, 
and Lewis Blumberg, his assistant, 
indicate that there’s at least one 
house in each of the 92 cities with 
100,000 population or more available 
for steady consumption of British 
films. Company is approaching nabe 
operators rather than the big down- 
town houses and urging on them 
the need for intimate surroundings 
as an added lure for the customers. 

Another selling point which is 
making its mark with theatremen is 
the remarkable staying power of the 
overseas films because of their dif- 
ferent-from-average patrona ge. 
| While these pix rarely start off with 
| the rush biz of top Yank films their 
| b.o. drop-off in the second and third 
weeks is only 5-6%, more times 
| than not. Consequently, 
runs of 10 to 12 weeks is almost the 
/norm, while such“ bellwethers 








j|held over for months at a clip. 
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is overseated and that new theatre 
building would jeopardize present 


| investments and result in a low ering 


of entertainment standards. 

Except for the issuance of a permit 
to the Volk Bros., circuit owners and 
independent leaders, the council here 
has rejected all applications. The 
Volks call their permit a “transfer” 
because, they promise, after the new 
theatre is built another of their 
neighborhood houses, several miles 
away, will be abandoned. One Min- 
neapolis suburb, Richfield, has is- 
sued a permit to Mans & O'Reilly, 
circuit owners, for a new theatre, 
but it tabled an application for a 
drive-in theatre license made by In- 
dustrial Products, a firm not now en- 
gaged in the show business. 

The Twin Cities and their suburbs 
have never had a drive-in theatre 
and the Industrial Products’ move to 
build is one of several that have 
been encountering obstacles and thus 
far have not gotten anywhere. Joe 
Wolf, Minneapolis distributor «: 
Film Classics and Screen Guild, has 
been trying unsuccessfully for 
months to get a permit for a drive- 
in house in Golden Valley. The 
council there, which also has two 
applications for regular theatre li- 
censes, got as far as to fix a license 
fee of $1,000 annually for drive-ins 
and $75 for regular theatres. 

Industrial roducts, abandoning 
the proposed Richfield project, is 
now trying to get a drive-in permit 
in another suburb, Bloomington. 





Reject New Orleans Project 
_ New Orleans, March 18. 

Application of L. & R. Theatres, 
Inc., to construct a $125,000 film 
house near the Lafitte Housing Proj- 
ect has been denied by the facilities 
review committee of the Civilian 
Production Administration in Wash- 
ington. 





2 New Texas Theaires 
Port Arthur, Texas, March 25. 

Charles Brent, of Dallas, opened 
new $100,000 Village theatre here. 
Jim Hewitt is manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Nix, opened 
their new Goree theatre, Goree, 
which they remodeld from an old 
building. Nix is a county commis- 
sioner and his wife will assist in the 
operation. 





New Charlotte, N. C., House 
Charlotte, N. C., March 25. 

Manor, newest motion picture the- 
atre here, will open April 6 near 
Providence Road shopping center. 
Opening film is “The Egg and I.” 
E. Y. Stafford of Charlotte will 
serve as acting manager He is gen- 
eral manager for Meiselman’s chain 
in the two Carolinas. 

Associated with Meiselman in op- 
eration of the Manor will be Phil 
Berler. 





2 Ohie Drive-ins 
Toledo, March 25. 

Two new drive-ins have been 
announced here. Charles R. Brink- 
man, Defiance, O., cafe man. has 
started work on a new $50,000 
drive-in and restaurant near that 
city on State Route 66. He plans 
it for opening this spring. 

Carl Blake and C. T. McKnight, 
of Youngstown, O., will open a new 
drive-in on a plot formerly part of 
Camp Reynolds, near Greenville, 





extended | 


0 . as | project in Los Angeles. 
Stout $21,500 or close. Last week, | “Brief Encounter” and “Open City” Tenens of 500-seater costing $40,000. 


| Pa. 


Construction work is in preg- 
ress, 





Calif.’s 1st Quonset House 
Hollywood, March 25. 
California's first Quonset theatre 
| bowing at Rodger Young housing 
Lee Naify 15 


Admission top is 50e for house. 
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foreign film income, it is neverthe- 
less important because there have 
been no restrictions and no mone- 
tary blocks heretofore. 
A committee of three U. S. in- 
dustry reps in Sweden has been 
- named to work out the situation 


there. It was stated that the 
Swedish move was not a matter 
of discrimination, but that new 
regulations which will be handed 
down in a few weeks will con- 
tain restrictions. However, these 
will apply to all imports and to 


all countries, with no singling 
out of American films. Prewar 
figures show that Sweden's 
screen time was divided as fol- 
lows: Swedish product, 50%; 
American, 40%, and French, 


British and German, 10%. Most 
recent figures show domestic 
product utilizing 40% of screen 
time. 


Situation in Rumania is a, little 
different and appears so decidedly a 
case of discrimination against Amer- 
ican pix in favor or Russian that 
the U. S. State Department has or- 
dered an investigation by its mission 
in Bucharest. Latter has made rep- 
resentations to the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs. 

Squawk is that 15 cases of U. S. 
pix have been lying in customs for 
two months, with Rumanian officials 
declining to either grant or refuse 
them import permits. The only ex- 
planation that American reps can 
get is that there is no one at the 
Ministry authorized to sign neces- 
gary licenses. 

In the meantime, French, Hun- 
garian and Russian pix are gaining 
entry, with not a single Soviet film 


‘ gtopped whether it arrives by or- 


dinary delivery or via the legation. 
Likewise, Russian pix are exempt 
from both customs taxes and cen- 
sorship, to both of which U. S. films 
are subject. 





ie Nationalism Hurting 
Washington, March 25, 
Growing nationalism and shortage 
ef dollar exchange are the two chief 
=_— 














adverse factors injuring the posi- 
tion of American film exports 
abroad, declared Gerald M. Mayer, 
managing director of the Interna- 
tional Division of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn., last week in his report 
to MPA prez Eric Johnston on 1946 
operations. 

“The scarcity of dollar exchange 


has become more apparent during | 


the past year than ever before,” re- 
port stated. “Coupled with this is 


the desire on the part of many 
countries to create or enlarge their 
own infant film industry. Many 


types of restrictive measures have 
been invoked in an effort to attain 
this goal, such as excessive import 
duties, internal tax measures, quota 
laws, discriminatory theatre taxes 
remittance taxes, government mo- 
nopolies and theatre combinations. 

“To deal more rapidly and more 
effectively with these many prob- 
lems, I am_ presently engaged in 
sending out well-qualified personnel 
to key centers of the world so that 
the International Division may in 
every sense of the word become the 
antgnna of the industry. 


we can thereby hope to anticipate 
and prevent the erection of barriers 
rather than face the necessity of 
trying later to have them reduced.” 


Albany’s Variety Club 
Aids Destitute Family 


Albany, March 25. 

Campaign to aid a couple with 
seven children made homeless by a 
fire which destroyed their unin- 
sured house along with all their 
belongings in nearby Altamount 
was started here by Variety Club, 
with a contribution of $100. Work- 
ing in cooperation with local Times- 
Union, fund-raising drive was be- 
gun by Chief Barker Neil Hellman. 

Club, last week, also farewelled 
Maurice “Bucky” Harris, RKO ex- 
ploitation man, transferred from 
Albany to New Haven. Member of 
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information thus instantly available, | 








Color Newsreel 
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and definition are lost when the 
narrow-gauge film is blown up to 
commercial 35m size. 

Newsreel editors recognize the 
difficulties inherent in color shoot- 
ing and consequently don’t expect 
to use color for all events. Indoor 
events, such as sports contests at 
Madison Square Garden, N, Y., will 
alinost certainly not be shot in color 
because of the lack of sufficient 
lighting. In addition, shooting in 
color will necessitate the shipping of 
color cameras and film to correspon- 
dents throughout the world, so that 
the color system will probably begin 
in a small way in coverage of do- 
mestic U. S. events. 


Tent 9’s crew, he'll be replaced by 


|Ralph Ripps, Loew’s salesman. Cn | 


|hand for the festivities were Max 
| Westebbe, local RKO head; Harry 
Reiners, chief RKO exploiteer; 


Cc. J. Latta, WB zone manager, and} 


Saul Ullman, Fabian Theatres up- 
|state manager. 





Omaha Variety’s Drive 
Omaha, March 25. 
Variety Club here is organizing 
the territory to raise $20,000 for new 
Children’s Memorial hospital via a 
series of 25c matinees. Variety 
raised $14,000 last year. 
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no intention of slicing in any of his 
| houses. Exhib biggie doesn’t believe 
that Colonial’s move will hurt him 
|nor does he think levels off Broad- 
way are out of line. There’s no gen- 
eral need for slashing, Fabian said, 
though there may be reason for it 
in highly particularized spots such as 
locales where the war’s finis spelled 
drastic slides in theatre biz, 
Theatre in Albany widely adver- 
tised its slash with the slogan 
“Colonial turns back the clock.” Ad- 
mission prices for adults were re- 


duced from 44c, to 35c. and children 
from 26c. to 16c. for first four week- 
days. House upped admissions only 
last September when it reopened 
after extensive refurnishing due to 
a fire. 
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here that Justice Reed will give 
them a breathing spell until after 
his tribunal hears the case and acts. 
The feeling is that the Supreme 
Court should order everything fro- 
zen until it finally acts. ; 

Position of the indies was smartly 
set forth last Thursday in a state- 
ment by Abram F. Myers, general 
counsel of the Allied States Exhibi- 
tors, which he mailed out to the 
members. He charged that the ma- 
|jors were using the competitive bid- 
ding position as a club to beat higher 
rentals out of the exhibitors who 
|were supposed to be the bene- 
| ficiaries and not the sufferers from 
| the decree. He said in part: 

“To the theatre-owning distribu- 
|tors competitive bidding for films is 
a welcome substitute for theatre 
divorcement, Some are so anxious 
to see the system established that 
they are putting it into effect before 
the decree becomes effective. One 
| might suppose they would lean over 
| backwards to make competitive bid- 
ding as attractive as possible—at 
least until the issue of competitive 
bidding versus divorcement is set- 
tled.” 

Myers pointed out that the New 
York judgment calls upon the dis- 
|tributors to name a minimum flat 
i ° . 
|rental figure for licensing a film 
+during a specified number of days. 

“We have yet to see an offer which 
states any minimum price, whether 
in terms of a flat rental or otherwise. 


“The decree further provides that 
the distributor’s offer shall include, 
|in addition to a minimum price for 
| a stated number of days, the time 
| when the exhibition is to commence 
|}and the availability and clearance, 
if any, which will be granted for 
each such run, 

“We have yet to see an offer which 
| contains any of this data. On the 
other hand the form used by one 
distributor calls on the exhibitor to 
supply not only the information 
specified in the decree but also cer- 
tain additional information — e.g. 
whether the picture will be ex- 
hibited ag a single or part of a double 
feature show. 

“The only legitimate purpose of 
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competitive bidding, and the 
pose which the court had in y 
was to end situations where Pree 
ferred runs were arbitrarily with 
held from independent exhibitors 
who were qualified and justly 
titled to enjoy or at le 
those runs, 


“As it is being adminstered, the 
system cannot possibly accomplish 
that purpose. The great circuits are 


Ure 
ew, 


ene 
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being protected in their local 
monopolies and the only competition 
that is being stimulated is between 
independent exhibitors in order to 


raise film rentals.” 








No Shortage 
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plenty of product for exhibs in such 
situations. 

Metro has gradually upped the 
number of territories in which it’s 
been conducting its experiments 
with competitive bidding and is now 
selling product that way in 40 or 50 
different 


situations, Rodgers said, 
He econcurred with othe, distrib 
toppers in pointing out that very 
few exhibs were bidding over their 
heads for product. With distribs 


having a say in what situations are 
considered competitive and there. 
fore open to bidding, Rodgers con- 
ceded that there might be a little 
confusion at the beginning, with 
some of the majors offering product 
on the auction block while others, 
not considering the situation com- 
petitive, would sell it in the usual 
way. He expressed confidence, how- 
ever, that the confusion would not 
be serious and would be ironed out 
with the progress of time. 


All Metro product is to be offered 
for bidding in competitive areas, 
Rodgers said, after July 1, the date 
specified by the decree for the new 
policy to swing into operation. Since 
Metro’s reissues are being sold as 
top new product, he declared they 
too would be put on the block 
wherever exhibs asked to bid for 
them. 
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Grainger Sets 3 Repub Regional 


Sales Meets: 


Series of three regional sales con- 
abs will be held by Republic in 
fy. Chicago and company’s North 
ollywood studios, starting with the 
one in N.Y., April 2-3. James I 
Grainger, exec  vicepresident in 
charge of distribution, revealed the 
plans. Herbert J. Yates, company 
rexy, will speak at all three meet- 
ater Branch managers and district 
chiefs will attend the sessions. 
Eastern, central district and New 


England district will attend the 
eestern confab in N.Y. Second 
meeting, set for Chicago, April 8-9, 
will take in southern, midwestern, 


outhwestern and prairie districts. 
Final meeting for week of April 14 
in Hollywood will be for western 
district. 
Plug Kid Matinees in Indpls. 
Indianapolis. 

Parent Teachers, Legion of De- 
cency, Photoplay Endorsers and 
other community groups here put- 
ting on concerted drive for Satur- 
day children’s matinees in neighbor- 


hoods. Motion Picture Assn. back of ! 


campaign. 

Officers of Wawasee Auto Driv- 
In Theatre, Inc., now building al 
fresco job at upstate lake resort for 
May 15 opening, include Carl Niesse, 
secretary and general manager; Sol 
Greenberg, president; George Bryan, 
vice president and John Ferris, treas- 
urer. Theatre, has 600-car capacity. 

Mare Wolf, national dough guy of 
Variety Clubs, back on job after 
Florida vacation. 

Earl Cunningham, manager of 
Fountain Square group, also re- 
turned after being bedded by flu. 

Ken Collins, city manager for 
Katz-Dolle theatres, moved his of- 
fices from backstage at Circle to 
Indiana theatre. 

Indianapolis Drive-In opening for 
mew season on April 11. 

Theatre Owners of Indiana _ to 
hold annual mid-summer corvention 
at Lake Wawasee on June 24, 25, 26. 

Constantin Bakaleinikoff, musical 
director RKO studios and conductor 
Circle theatre concert-orchestra 25 
years ago, paid local friends sur- 
prise visit this week. 

Len Gruenberg, metropolitan dis- 
trict manager for RKO; Milton Co- 
hen, Cleveland. district manager 
and Sid Kramer, assistant short sub- 
jects sales manager, here last Sat- 
urday (22) for sales meeting at local 
RKO office. 





Paul Ketchum Theatres Formed 
Texarkana, Texas. 
New corporation formed here will 
ae known as Paul Ketchum eatres, 
ne., it’s headed by Paul Ketchum 
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New York Theatres 


as prexy and general manager; Mrs. 
E. i Gray, vice president; Mrs. Paul 
Ketchum, secrefary-treasurer. The 
group operates Queen and Century 
here which they plan to remodel. 
New house, to be called the Oak- 
lawn, will be constructed soon. 





W-K Charlotte Key’s Facelift 
Charlotte, N. C. 

The Broadway, one of bigger 
houses of Wilby-Kincey chain, closed 
for ten days to get facelift. 

Paul Ballenger, former 
of Paramount, Concord, N. C., trans- 
ferred by Wilby-Kincey circuit to 
Charlotte as manager of Dilworth. 

Lenoir, N. C. theatre will omit the 
late shows on Saturday 
Lenoir city council permits showing 
of films Sunday afternoons. 

Charlotte Drive-In Theatre, which 
reopened March 6, is showing to 
capacity. 

Ed Curts, operator of Ritz in 
Greenville, S. C., bid the “Egg and 
I” away from Wilby-Kincey circuit. 

“Beginning or End,” set to play 
one week at Carolina theatre, was 
replaced by “Perfect Marriage” on 
Wednesday. 

“Angel and Badman,” 
theatre for one week, packed them. 





Geldenson Huddles in Chi 

Chicago. 

Leonard .Goldenson, 
theatre head, with his assistant 
Edward Hyman, reviewed company 
business here last week with local 
Paramount affiliate execs. Attend- 
ing for Balaban & Katz and Great 
Lakes at the one-day session were 


John Balaban, Walter Immerman, 
Henry Sticklemaier, Dave Waller- 
stein, M. M. Rubens, Harry Lust- 


garten, Nate Platt, Arthur Goldberg 
and John Dromey. 
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Wehrenberg Fights St. Loo Tax 

St. Louis. 
Fred Wehrenberg, national prexy 
of Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
Assn., and James Arthur, an execu- 
tive of Fanchon & Marco's interests 
here, last week led the fight against 
a proposed city 5% amusement tax 
at a public hearing conducted by 
legislative committee of the board 
of aldermen. Representing himself 
and MPTOA of St. Louis, Wehren- 
berg told the committee that the 
nabes had absorbed federal tax in- 
creases in the war, had made no 
change in admission prices, but that 
biz has continued to fall off. Also 
that operating costs have increased 
more than 30% and any further in- 


to the public. 


cipal source 
education. 


obtain a share of 
collections. 
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WOMAN’ | cLIFF HALL Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 
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creases in taxes would be passed on 


Arthur said the proposed lev 
would be actually a sales tax whic 
would discourage theatre attendance 
and deprive poor people of a prin- 
of entertainment and 
Arthur suggested that 
the law makers rely on the munici- 

al ‘payroll tax, readjustment of too 
ow realty valuations and efforts to 
state sales tax 


Loew’s N. Y. Shifts 

Irwin Fredlyn, assistant manager 
of Loew’s Metropolitan, 
has been upped to acting 
Brooklyn. 
same time, assistant manager Morris 
Tanney of Loew's 46th Street, Brook- 
livn. was named acting manager of 
the Boro Park, N. Y., by Eugene 
chief of the circuit’s New 
York theatre operations. E 
Other promotions and transfers in- 
clude Alfred Loewenthal, from treas- 
urer of the Metropolitan to assistant 
manager of the 46th Street; manager 
Leo Sidosky, Boro Park, moved to | 
the Post Road, N. Y.; assistant Mike | ating it himself since then. 
Piccirillo moved from Loew’s White | 
Plains to the Lemnos N. ee 
| placing Seymour Brond, move 
the Metropolitan, and Kenneth Grat- Hospital in Butler, Pa. 
tan, manager of the Palace, named | 


Brooklyn, 
manager of 
At the 


treasurer of the Metropolitan. 





Pre-opening of fifth annual Na- 

showmanship cam- 
at Imperial | paign is being whipped up tomorrow | ¢ 
| (Thursday) by Charles P. Skouras| ©" 
}and other NT execs who planed 


tional Theatres 





Skouras Keys NT Drive 


Hollywood. 


Tuesday (25) to that city. 


Other theatre divisions to be visited | 
prior to starting gun include Midwest 


! 


July 12. 


John A. Bach: 


is succeeded 


Nebr. Robt. 


Fremont. 


150 feet. 


Che 
not been named. 


Albany. 


Drive-In Theatres, 


tre will cost $15,000 


Kans. 


City; R. 








| in Kansas. 
will 


follow this 


profit on 
obnoxious weather. 








lin Milwaukee, Friday; 
Paramount | tain in Denver, April 1, and Ever- 
| green division, April 3, in Portland. | 
| Going with Skouras on junket will 
| be John Bertero, Eddie Zabel, Wil- | 
liam Lyris, Andy Krappman, Tom 
Paige and Harry Cox. Drive opens 
Easter Sunday and runs through 


manager of Warner 
here, resigned and leaves Charlotte 
in two weeks. New Warner manager 
for Charlotte not named. 


Flauher, 














Intermoun- | 


Bachman Resigns WB 

Charlotte, N. C. 
n, nine 
Bros. 


Central States Revamps Managers 
Des Moines. 
Central States Theatre Corp. made 
following managerial changes _ re- 
cently. At Charles City, Iowa, Fred 
Savely, city manager for two thea- 
ters, has resigned and is succeeded 
by Royce Winkelman, formerly man- 
ager of King, Albia, Ia. Winkelman 
in Albia by Wm. 
Schleiger, formerly at Rex, Albion. 
who was at : 
Fremont, Fremont, Nebr., now goes | branch manager, takes over Sobel’s 
to Rex, Albion. Fremont will 
under direction of Maynard Nelson, | 
city manager for Central States in | 
At Iowa theatre, 
Dodge, Ia.; Harold A. Todd replaces 
Kenneth Vohs, resigned. 
A new theatre building is under 
construction in Denison, Iowa by Leo 
V. and Richard McTague, 
owners. The building will be 50 by 


Richard M. Phillips has resigned as 


manager of the Arrow theatre at 
ee, Iowa. His sutcessor has 


Latta Show-Biz Drive 


Albany. 


The C. J. Latta Show-Business 
Drive will be observed in Warner 
theatres of the Albany and Buffalo 
districts from March 30 to June 28. 
It will celebrate Latta’s sixth anni 
as zone manager, headquartered in 


$15,000 Kansas Drive-In 


Kansas City. 


Inc. 





Outdoor films will be tried out in 
K. C., Kans., this summer, a drive- 
;in theatre being planned for rural 
Wyandotte county. County commis- 
sioners have granted a five-year per- 
mit for the drive-in to the Kansas 
To be lo- 
cated south of U. S. highway No. 40 
about five miles west of town, thea- 


Kansas Circuit Realigns Managers 


Kansas City. 


okay 





assigned to Pittsburgh. 


_ Covi theatre and building housing | 
it in Herminie, Pa. sold by Rudy 
Covi to Charles Trozzo, of First Na- | 


Recent shift cf managers on The- 
atre Enterprises circuit brings Mark 
Cadle in as city manager at Parsons, 
Other changes include Max 
| Thomas to Osage theatre, 


? at the 
550-seat Kimo theatre here. House | 
first-run policy | 
through the spring. This is the ver- | 
dict after “Open City” and “Brief | 
Encounter” both came through with | 
extended runs 


Par Moves Out Pitt Exploiteer 
: ; Pittsburgh. 

Jim Levine, Par’s exploiteer here 
for last two years, transferred to 
Cleveland. Local exchange in future 
will be serviced out of Washington 
office. with no regular man being 


out | 


years 
branch 


be 


Fort 


hotel 


¢ Osage 
C. Jacobie to handle Kan- 
san and Strand at Fredonia, 


and - 
Bern Wilson to Chief, Hiawatha, all | ™®P€Se™Ung more than 


despite | 


tional Bank, Herminie. Covi’s retir- 
ing from exhibition and will makeé 


y his home in Pittsburgh. 


Small nearby railroad town of 
Baden will soon have its first the- 
atre. Abe and Martin Rothenstein 
have bought a site and plan to erect 
a 350-seat house just as soon as mate- 
rials are available, Abe owns the 
West theatre in West Aliquippa 
and Martin assists another brother, 
Louis, in the management of the 
Rose in Cambridge Springs. 

Sanford Miller, from company’s 
N. Y. office, appointed RKO sales- 
man in West Virginia territory. He 
succeeds Jack Judd, who quit to go 
with Columbia, where he replaces 
Byron (Buzz) Keyhan, resigned. _ 

George Lefko, ex-RKO manager in 


He’s a 
present 


WB office in Des Moines. 
brother of Morris Lefko, 
RKO chief in Pittsburgh. 
George Saittis and William Pappas 
of the Temple theatre in Sheraden 
have taken a 10-year lease on the 
Heights, Crafton Heights, from John 
Melko. Latter purchased the house 
some months ago and has been oper- 





John Prioletti back at his post 


re-| with 20th-Fox after undergoing an 
to | operation on his knee at VA Deshon 





Co-Op Wins in Canada 
Regina, Sask. 

An offer of $5,000 for city-owned 
property on which to ‘wild a $125,- 
000 theatre was rejected by city 
council at North Battleford, Sask. 
Council voted to hold the property 
North Battleford Community 
Services Co-operative Assn. so it 
might build a community theatre. 
Regina Motion Picture Exhibitors 
Assn. nixed a request of Regina col- 
| lege students’ council for reduced 
admissions. A_ student threat ,to 
boycott the theatres if refused was 
not carried out. 





Hankins Quits U in St. Louis 
St. Louis. 
Sol Hankins, vet city salesman for 
Universal, resigned; replaced by 
Hugh Nesbitt who has been cover- 
ing the eastern Missouri area. 
1 Harry Hynés, Jr., head booker and 
office manager, succeeds Nesbitt. 
Eddie Stevems, former booker for 
Universal’s exchange here, named 
head booker for Eagle Lion and 
PRE i" city. 

. L. Bone and J. K. Hardy have 
opened their Ace, Pineville, Mo. 
Town has been without a picture 
theatre for several ) ears. 





PRC Ups Sobel 
Hollywood, March 25, 
PRC upped Sam Sobel, former 
district Manager covering Los An- 





eles, San ancisco, Portland and 
eattle, to est Coast sales super- 
visor. 


Sam Milner, former Los Angeles 


| old, post as district chief. 


UNESCO Program 


Continued from page 1 











felt, except possibly in rare in- 
stances where private agencies 
couldn’t be employed. 

Panel participants felt th at 


UNESCO should make use of Ger- 
man educational and scientific films 
which are “acceptable” and make 
them available to all countries. 
Press-Radio Program 

A press and radio panel con- 
ducted jointly by President Justin 
Miller of the National Association 
of Broadcasters and Barclay Ache- 
son, a Reader’s Digest editor heard 
expressions of feeling that the press 
and radio of the U. S. should make 
a greater effort to accentuate the 
positive (constructive accomplish- 
| ments) and play down the negative 

(crime, etc.). 

Judge Miller, discussing radio's 
potency as a mass medium, pointed 
out that radio “particularly adapts 
itself to reaching those who suffer 
under the handicap of not being 
able to read.” He warned, however 
_that programs for worldwide audi- 
/ ences “must be very carefully built 
' to reach people on their own com- 

munity level.” 

Donald Nelson, representing ~*~ 
Society of Independent Motion Pie 
ture Producers, is scheduled to ad- 
dress a windup session of the con- 
fererce Thursday (27). Parley is 
being attended by 1,000 delegates 


500 organi- 











zations. 


Pittsburgh, has resigned as head of! 
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M-G Ups Prod. 


Continued from page 7 


vealed but it’s believed the . person. 
nel cuts have now been completed 
and the studio staff is in a static 
condition, which would enable the 
studio toppers to plan their produc. 


tion farther in advance. Current 
boxoffice dip in some situations 
coinciding with reduced funs in 
the first run showcase houses, plus 
the current shortage of product are 
|reportedly other reasons for hypoing 
| the feature output. 





England Also 


Mayer announced that expanded 
plans for production in England have 
been completed with Ben Goetz 
|head of Metro’s British studios now 
in the U.S. Five sound stages are 
ready for operation, with indications 
that “Young Bess” will be the first 
film produced there since the war 
to be followed by “The Secret Gar. 
den,” co-starring Margaret O’Brien 
and Claude Jarman, Jr. Mayer also 
announced that Metro would con. 
tinue to stress best-sellers, citing 
“The Hucksters,” “East River,” and 
“B. F.’s Daughter” as adaptations of 
top novels included in the 
program. 

In addition, both the second and 
third year winners of Metro’s an- 
nual prize novel contest will be 
filmed this year. These include “Be- 
fore the Sun.Goes Down,” by Eliza- 
beth Metzger Howard, and “Return 
to Night,” by Mary Renault. First 


year’s 


|prize novel winner, “Green Dolphin 


Street,” by Elizabeth Goudge and 
starring Lana Turner, Van Heflin 
and Donna Reed, is now being 


edited. 

Important musical properties to be 
filmed this year include “Annie Get 
Your Gun,” the Irving Berlin Broad. 
way hit,»which will star Judy Gare 
land, plus “Easter Parade,” another 
Berlin opus starring Miss Garland, 
Frank Sinatra, Gene Kelly and Red 
Skelton. Other musicals include an 
adaptation of the S. N. Behrman 
play, “The Pirate”; “Good News,” 
one-time Broadway hit penned by 
Larry Schwab and Buddy DeSylva; 
“Good Old Summertime,” story of 
the, early days of baseball starring 
Sinatra and Kelly, and “Story of 
Rodgers and Hart.” 

Shorts schedule includes 48 sub- 
jects, including 16 color cartoons, 10 
Pete Smith Specialties, six John 
Nesbit Passing Parade specialties, 12 
Fitzpatrick Traveltalks and four 
two-reel dramas. 


Waugh, M-G Chill Deal 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Evelyn Waugh, author of ‘‘Brides- 
head Revisited,” failed to agree with 
Metro on the film translation of his 
novel. Studio dropped its option on 
the book and author left for Eng- 
land. 

Impasse was caused by important 
parts of the story which could. not 
meet the requirements of the Pro- 
duction Code. 
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: the theme: fashion 





: the star: WOMan 


th 

1i8 . 
on h 
a- 

int 


10t 
rO- 


the stage: Madison square garden 


The important names that show the world the 
way to fashion... now show fashion to the world, 
each year—with The Fashion Fair! , 





Produced by—Leon Leonidoff 
Designed by—Raoul Pene duBois 
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Honorary Chairman—Governor Thomas E. Dewey 
Chairman—Tex McCrary 
Executive Director—Lester B. Stone _ ‘ 
Fashion Counsellor—June Hamilton Rhodes 
Merchandising Director—Sam Cook Singer 
Executive Secretary—Shirley D. Spaulding 
Your imagination wil} suggest tic-ins...for specific. 








June 12th through June 18th, 
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. | 630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 
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Smoke Spets Get In Sponsors Eyes 
~ As Heavy Coin Campaign Is Mapped 





Cigaret sponsors are going in 
heavy for spot radio spending of 
jate, to point up a fresh turn in 
gommercial activity. In the last few 
weeks ciggie advertisers or their 
agencies have been asking around 
for availabilities, seeking as much 
spot time as they can get. Inquiries 
have been directed mainly at the | 
indies due to lack of available spots | 
on the nets, with the N. Y. market | 
particularly sought after. 

Camel is looking around, and is' 
known to have asked for 38 spots a | 
week from one N. Y. indie station | 
alone. Fatima is readying a_ spot | 
eampaign. Philip Morris, which has | 
been buying around the country, | 
starts a spot series in N. Y. April | 
1 with a change in sales theme. 
Lucky Strike, whose Sportsmen's 
Quartet bit has been a feature of 
the Jack Benny program this sea- 
son, is putting the Quartet on in a 
WN. Y. spot series beginning April 7. 
One N. Y. indie will run 30 one- 
minute spots a week on the Philip 
Morris product, and 15 a week on 
Lucky’s Quartet. Chesterfield is 
supplementing its NBC net show by | 
buying spots from local disk jockeys | 
around the country. The cig spot | 
biz, though fresh, isn’t new, as a| 
few years ago all cig companies 








went in heavy for spot spending. 
But Jumng the war, with cigarets 
scarce, tney laid low. Now, with 


cigs available and sales up, there’s 
keen rivalry among the manufac- 
turers, and a spurt is on for fresh 
biz via spots. Fact that some com- 
panies are dropping net shows or 
shifting stations isn’t believed to be 
a factor in the new spot spurt. 
First postwar spot user in size 
was Kool, which started last August. 


Kudos Stanza 

VarietTy’s 1946 Showmanage- 
ment Awards will be the sub- 
ject of a half-hour broadcast 
by NBC (N.Y.) tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at 6:15 p.m. 

Although the NBC flagship 
was one of the plaque win- 
ners (on “How to Run A Radio 
Station”), the program will be 
devoted wholly to salutes to 


other stations on the Variety 
honor roll, many of them af- 
filiates of other nets. Reasons 


why each station was cited will 
be dramatized or narrated. Dur- 
ing the stanza, George Rosen, 
VarIeETY’s radio editor, currently 
vacationing in Florida, will be 
brought in via phone to speak 
briefly. 

Program is being produced by 
WNBC’s program chief, D. L. 
Provost, who developed idea to 
commend cited stations on their 
public service. Staffer Jim Har- 
vey will direct the item, scripted 
by William Hodapp, with music 
by the Serenade to America 
orch. 














Philip Morris followed, to start the 
parade of the biggies. Activity is 
now believed to be a case of follow 


the leader, although other factors|up the losses encountered in the 
are mentioned such as a testing of | broadcasting operations. 


The CBS statement to stockholders | 


spots under new, postwar condi- 
tions; a leadership fight, or a satur- 
ation point in heavy-cost talent 
shows. 


Typical Ball Feud . 


Flares in Arizona 


Phoenix, March 25. 

Newest radio feud to flare here 
involves the New York Giants, the 
Sun Country network and KARV, 
Mesa. . 

Situation evolved’ when Franki 
Frisch and Steve Ellis, who will air 
the games from the Polo Grounds, 
approached Dick Gilbert, the Sun 
Country’s program director, and of- 
fered to broadcast the Giants’ train- 

games here via the Sun station. 
Gilbert-was forced to turn down the 
request since his station is not yet 
on the air, although Sun has exclu- 
sive broadcast rights to all the games 
from Municipal Stadium, the Giants’ 
training site. 

Dick Heath, Sun president, then 
stepped into the picture by offering 
to let any of the other local stations 
broadcast the games until his sta- 
tion takes to the air. Heath’s only 
proviso was that the games be car- 
ried on a non-commercial basis. 
Only station able to clear time for 
the broadcasts was KARV, which 
took the green light and carried the 
first game between the Giants and 
the Cleveland Indians. 

Second game, four days later, was 
heavily played up by local press, 
but contest was given silent treat- 
ment by KARV sans explanation. 
Arizona Times’s next issue played up 
omission of broadcast and wanted to 
know reason ball game wasn’t car- 
ried, but KARV maintained silence 
on subject. 

Story finally leaking out is that 
Heath was plenty burned up after 
hearing first broadcast and cracked 
down against airing of second game. 
Objection by Heath centered around 
KARV’s running spot announce- 
ments between innings of first con- 
test. Agreement with KARV, said 
Heath, included broadcast ban on 
all commerciz! matter, pact also tak- 
ing in spots. 








Lolly Dropping In 

Louella Parsons is due east from 
the Coast Friday (28) or Saturday 
to visit her husband, Dr. Harry 
Martin, at Johns Hopkins hospital, 
Baltimore. 

She'll air her Sunday (30) broad- 
east from New York, then return 
to the Coast. 


Disk Division 
Saves CBS Face 
In Year Report 


Columbia Broadcasting System’s 
annual report significantly reveals 
the growing importance of subsidiary 
companies to the networks in making 


for the first time is broken down in 
terms of earnings made by the 
Columbia Recording Corp. as against 
those registered by the broadcasting 
company, whereas in previous years 
the CBS earnings were retorded in 
one total sum. And it’s a picture that 
reflects the increasing stature of 
CRC and the diminishing returns 
from broadcasting. (CRC has re- 
named Columbia Records, Inc.) 

For example, the annual report 
sHows a decrease of more than $4,- 
000,000 in 1946 for the CBS broad- 
casting operation as compared with 
the’ previous year, while the record- 
ing company’s earnings (before 
taxes) climbed from $514,000 in 1945 
to $3,000,000 in ’46. The broadcasting 
earnings (before taxes) were $10,- 
400,000 for 1945 aS compared with 
only $6,300,000 for ’46. 

The net earnings for the overall 
Columbia operation shows an in- 
crease of less than a half million 
dollars for 1946 over °45. During the 
past year the net earnings from all 
sources came to $5,795,896, which in- 
clude the sale of the web’s 0.&0. 
WBT in Charlotte. In 1945 the figure 
was $5,345,000. ° 

The previously published RCA- 
NBC annual statement alsd broke 
down the parent company (RCA) 
figures as compared with NBC’s, 
showing a net income, from all 
sources (after deductions) of $10,985,- 
000 for 1946 as compared with $11,- 
317,068 in °45. NBC billings were 
down $203,536, while RCA gross in- 
come was down $39,073,557. 


ROBINSON EYES COAST 
COMIC AS BENNY SUB 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., entrained 
for the Coast Monday (24) on sev- 
eral matters for his agency, Foote, 
Cone & Belding, chief of them being 
to audition Jack Paar, ex-GI Coast 
comic, as possible summer replace- 
ment for Jack Benny. 

FC&B radio veepee will also hud- 
dle with Bob Ballin, who takes over 
as manager of agency’s Coast office 
in June, on various matters, includ- 
ing changeover of “Hit Parade” from 
CBS to NBC. 


Block’s New Cig Disker 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Martin Block is set for a new 15- 
minute disk show on KFWB, Holly- 
wood, six times a week, sponsored 
by Chesterfield. Show starts June 2. 
This will be in addition to Block’s 
Chesterfield coast-to-coast Supper 
Club and his WNEW, N. Y., tran- 
scribed program, on which Chester- 
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Third Year in a Row! 


HUGH B. TERRY 


Showmanagement Winner 


For the third consecutive year, 
KLZ was among the Variety Show- 
management winners. KLZ’s 1946 
citation was “For Responsibility to 


the Community.” 
KLZ, DENVER. 


Best’ Debut Cues 
CBS Reshuffle 


Richard Willis’ show, “Look Your 
Best,” formerly on WNEW (NN. Y.) 
and built around interviews with 
Hollywood makeup experts, debuts 
next Monday (31) as a 10-10:30 a.m. 
strip on CBS. Stanza won’t be aired 
by N. Y. flagship, however, as WCBS 
has local show, “Hits and Misses,” 
in this slot. 

New sustainer cues a reshuffling 
of net items: “Give and Take” moves 
from 10-10:30 a.m. period to 4:30-5, 
replacing Whitehall’s “Hollywood 
Jackpot,” which sponsor has 
dropped, and Joey Kerns orch. Army 
Recruiting’s “Sound Off,” returning 
to CBS from Mutual April 4, goes 
into Friday 7:30 p.m. slot being va- 
cated .by Meredith Willson’s orch, 
dropped by Canada Dry. 

“Winner Take All” gets unusual 
deal in shakeup, new sked calling 
for its airing in cream-time Wednes- 
day 7:30-8 p.m. segment starting 
April 23 as well as continuing its 
30-minute across-the-board _ stint. 
Nighttime spot was opened by “El- 
lery Queen” exit to NBC. 

CBS Tuesday 10-10:30 p.m. time 
also becomes vacant following wind- 
up April 8 of Norman Corwin’s “One 
World Flight” series. Net will use 
spot April 15 to reprise its National 
Safety Council Award show, “Before 
Your Time,” first aired in January, 
and give April 22 segment to dramat 
for Public Health Nursing Week. 
CBS staffer Kendall Clark is script- 
ing latter item, to be directed by 
net’s Al Ward. 


‘BANDWAGON’ TO GET AX 
FOR CHEAPER PROGRAM 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Fitch is reported dropping its 
Sunday night NBC time and chuck- 
ing “Bandwagon,” despite its con- 
sistent Top 15 Hooperating, for a 
cheaper show next season. It’s un- 
derstood shampoo and hair tonic biz 
is off and present setup is taking too 
deep a bite out of Fitch’s ad budget, 
precluding schedules tor mags and 
other media. 

Fitch would be forced to re- 
linquish its time as NBC would 
never approve a cheap show for the 
Sunday “shirttail ride’ between 
Benny and Bergen. If Fitch final- 
izes the decision, NBC prexy Niles 
Trammell would go into hiding as 
he would be hard put to assign the 
time without making scores of 
enemies for the net. Almost every 
show with exception of Tuesday 
night lineup and Sunday leaders 
would put in bid for the time. 


Oxarart to Head New 
CBS Coast Sales Office 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Coast transcontinental network 
sales’ office was set up here Monday 
(24) by CBS with Frank Oxarart, 
Coast advertising man, in charge. 
Move was cued by “rapidly increas- 
ing importance of transcontinental 
network business originating on the 
Pacific Coast.” 

Oxarart, once before with CBS, 
left net in 1944 to open L. A. offices 
for Garfield & Guild; in 1945 became 
manager of Biow agency’s Holly- 
wood office, and later opened agency 
in his own name. Now he’s selling 
his majority interest in the Frank 
Oxarart Co. to James P. Shelley and 
William W. Harvey, key officers in 




















field is also one of the sponsors. 


the firm. 





Moppet Disk Show Maps 
Wide Promotion Tiein 


One of the most extensive moppet 
show promotion tieups in the tran- 
scription industry has been effected 
by Kasper-Gordon, Boston e.t. outfit, 
for their newly acquired “Buddy 
Bear” property. Program was orig- 
inally picked up from independent 
scripters by Eleanore J. Kendrick 
and turned over to Aaron Bloom, 
partner in the firm, for exploitation 
and distribution, with tieins already 
effected for almost every kind of kid 
product imaginable. 

Show not only has moppet clothes, 
toys, novelties, etc., set to carry the 
“Buddy Bear” trademark, but is 
merchandising an album of small 
records featuring the lead character 
in original ditties. Program will 
break on some 300-400 stations si- 
multaneously. Show is unique in 
that it treats an age group long 
neglected by radio people, in the 
category between _ three and 10 
years of age. 


Radio Winds Up 
Big Pitch For 
Cancer Drive 


American Cancer Society, squar- 
ing away for its 1947 drive next 
month with goal of $12,000,000, is 
lining up an impressive array of 
voluntary support from the radio 
industry. Three special network 
shows with topdrawer talent have 
already been lined up, plus definite 
promise of plugs on more than 30 
regular web progfams. 
Society’s pitch for support from 
individual broadcasters is wrapped 
up in a campaign kit which has 
been shipped to 1,100 AM and 100 
FM stations. Kit consists of a book- 
let telling the full story of the cam- 
paign and containing a wide variety 
of script material for use en all 
types of programs. Also supplied is 
a set of transcriptions ranging from 
station breaks and spots (in 13 
languages) to five-minute musical 
and 15-minute dramat programs, 
latter being special editions of 
“Aldrich Family,’ “One Man’s 
Family” and “Meet Me At Parky’s.” 
Radio artists committee, for the 
cancer drive is headed by Jay 
Jostyn (“Mr. District Attorney”) 
and Joan Davis, who'll make per- 
sonal appearances in behalf of the 
campaign. 
Kickoff on the nets is slated for 
next Monday (31) when’ Mutual airs 
a half-hour Hollywood show star- 
ring Bob Hope, Joan Davis, Frank 
Sinatra, Ginny Simms and Jerry 
Colonna at 10:30 p.m. Script, by 
Glenn Wheaton, will dramatize the 
research and clinical battle being 
waged against cancer. A second Mu- 
tual special for the drive is skedded 
Easter Sunday (April 6) at 7:30 p.m. 
featuring the Oklahoma Symphony 
Orch., a 60-voice choir, and former 
Gov. Robert S. Kerr of Oklahoma. 
ABC will air a special cancer 
show Saturday, April 12, at 7:30 
p. m., billing Met singers Jan Peerce 
and Mimi Benzell, an address by 
Dr. Frank Adair, ACS pres, and 
music by Joseph Stopak and orch. 
John Guedel has advised ACS he 
will plug the drive on his “People 
Are Funny” (NBC) and “House 
Party” (CBS). On latter show’s 
stanzas April 11, 18 and 25, a doctor 
will give a woman the cancer de- 
tection test backstage during the 
broadcast, with the examinee later 
appearing before the mike to tell 


how easy and simple the test was 
to take. 








Obits ‘Bad Radio?’ 
Springfield, Mass., March 25. 

_On the ground that obituary no- 
tices are not “good radio,” WSPR 
this week dropped its three death 
notice programs, and WMAS an- 
nounced it would drop its two obit 
programs later this week. 

Obit programs have been part of 
the extra news service offered by 
beth local stations since the city 
was left without newspapers by a 


AFL and one CIO unio 
by Sherman H. Bowles. 





n employed 





four-paper strike Sept. 26 of three | this spring to report on its work in 


BMB Makes First Pitch for 48 Survey. 
Financial Backing Next Month 


——i, 
vv 


Oblivious, at least outwardly, to 
the activity of C. E. Hooper, who 
is offering to take over their funce 
tions lock-stock-&-barrel, Broadcast 
Measurement Bureau toppers are 
readying their big pitch for broad. 
casters’ subscriptions to finance 
BMB’s projected 1948 nationwide 
survey of radio station cudiences, 

The tub-thumping to keep some 
700 U. S. stations in the fold and to 
win over non-subscribers to the 
original survey and newcomers to 
the broadcasting field wili take place 
at seven NAB regional conclaves 
during April and May. Man with 
a drumstick in one hand and sub. 
scription blanks in the other will be 
BMB’s prez, Hugh Feltis. 

It’s a case of BMB wanting to sew 
up, in plenty of time, the finances 
for a second go at its listener-count- 
ing job. While the actual survey 
No. 2 would not be made until 
March of next year, it’s pointed out, 
preparatory work would need to be 
undertaken this fall. And if broad. 
casters evince interest via subscrip- 
tions in sufficient volume, the bureau 
can proceed with assurance on 
future plans. At the moment BMB 
is carrying on under its initia] ap- 


propriation ($1,250,~ with subs 
scribing stations get’ 4g 1 .wo-yesr 
ride on their frs: 

NAB region. Sin (combii..:, 4 
previous years’ dis..ict meetings) at 


which Feltis will pass. the hat for 
BMB’s ‘48 fund have been calen- 
dared as follows: 

Districts 10 and 12, April 14-15, 
Kansas City; District 13, April 21-22, 
Houston; Districts 4 and 7, April 28. 
29, Roanoke; Districts 5 and 6, May 
1-2, Birmingham; District 2, May 5-6, 
New York; Districts 8, 9 and 11, May 
8-9, Chicago; District 3, May 26-27, 
Baltimore, 

Same Rates 


Exactly what the scale of ‘48 
membership fees will be hasn’t been 
publicized, but it is understood the 
rates, while “slightly revised,” will 
be substantially the same as for the 
1946-47 semester. Then it was based 
on stations 1944 revenues, with $120 
the minimum fee. New stations 
several hundred of which have taken 
the air since the initial BMB pitch, 
of course will be a sought-after seg- 
ment. 

Another group which will prob- 
ably comprise a larger element in 
the ’48 roster is the FM broadcasters, 
only four of which subscribed to the 
first survey, FM stations and 
listeners were so negligible in num- 
ber when the 1946, study was made 
that in no instance did as much as 
10% of the total radio families re- 
port listening to any FM _ station. 
With new FM stations springing up 
almost daily now, however, and 
millions of FM receivers due to hit 
the market this year, FM audiences 
will definitely figure in the "48 
listener, count. 

There’s a good possibility, in addi- 
tion, that survey No. 2 will include 
inquiries on television viewing, as 
a step toward measuring the audi- 
ences of video stations. 

Entry of scores of new stations, 
both AM and FM, into the broad- 
casting picture, plus the many power 
boosts granted established stations, 
are seen as factors which will moti- 
vate “old subscribers” in contribut- 
ing to the cost of a second study. 


Hit Juve Delinquency 
At Local Level, NAB 
Needles Broadcasters 


Washington, March 25. 
Spearheading a campaign already 
started by NAB’s public relations 
committee, NAB president Justin 
Miller has addressed letters to 1,000 
member stations urging them to 
fight juyenile delinquency with pre- 
grams geared for local listening. _ 
Miller stressed the opportunity 
radio had “to stemwind a nation- 
wide drive at the community level. 
Miller is a member of the Attorney 
General’s Conference on Juvenile 
Delinquency and the American Bat 
Assn. committee on the same subject. 
Meanwhile, a resolution by Rep. 
Walt Horan (D., Wash.) calling for 
Congressional investigation of the 
spine-chillers effect on young listen- 
ers is now before the Rules Com- 
mittee. , 
A special radio pane] of the At- 
torney General's Conference © 
teenage crime will meet in N. 





building anti-crime programs [oF 
juveniles. 
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1 Down, 11 to Go 


Billings of all four of the major networks fell off in January as 
compared with the first month of 1946. Total drop amounted to nearly 


$750,000, 


indicating that curtailment of heavy 


spending by national 


advertisers as reflected recently in mounting list of show cancellations 


made itself evident early this year. 


January billings: 
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Gagged Shirer Asks Sponsor Debate 
On CBS; Mulls Other Net Offers 


Radio circles buzzed like hornet’s + 


nests yesterday (Tues.) in the wake 
of CBS’ decision to yank com- 
mentator William L. Shirer 
his Sunday network spot and sub- 


siitute Joseph C. Harsch, one of the 


web’s Washington analysis. The 
whole affair, kicked off by Shire: 
himself on his broadcast Sunday 
(23), was rapidly developing into a 
cause celebre. 


from | 


1947 1946 

$5,600,636 $5,719,711 
5,452,955 650,986 
3,554,763 Bas |: 
2,110,515 369,521 








' 





By yesterday, Shirer had received | 


offers to move over to two other | 
networks. Nathan Straus, president | 
of indie WMCA, N. Y., had offered | 


to air Shirer’s commentary at the 
same hour he has been heard on 
CBS. Jack Kroll, director of the 


CIO's 
had announced PAC would protest 
CBS’ action to the FCC. And Ed 
Murrow, CBS veepee and director 


of public affairs, had issued a state- | 


ment pinning the nei’s action solety 
on a desire to “improve Columbia's 
news analysis in this period” (5:45-6 
p.m.) and denying that Shirer’s 
sponsor (Williams shaving cream) 
or its agency (J. Walter Thompson) 
“dictated” the move. 

Up to last night, the sponsor 
not accepted the Harsch 
tion. 

Meantime, Shirer told Variety he 
would ask CBS to request the soap 
company to relinquish the time for 
his final broadcast next Sunday (30) 
and invite the president of Williams 
and a vice-president of Thompson to 
go on the air with him “to debate 
the issue raised by this action.” 

He has not decided whether he 
will remain with CBS, Shirer said— 
his contract has 18 months to go and 
Nurrow said the net desired to 


had 
substitu- 


| 


| 


Political Action Committee, | 





exercise its option for the remain- | 


ing period—but the gabber 
he would check out because he felt 
Murrow’s statement “ended my use- 
fulness at CBS.” 

‘Earlier Shirer had charged he was 
being “gagged” because of his lib- 
eral views. Murrow denied this, 
declaring Shirer’s political views 
“had nothing whatever” to do with 
the action. 

“The fact remains,” Shirer as- 
serted, “that the sponsor’s advertis- 
ing agency was the first to inform 
me that I was being taken off the 
air. Not until a week later did Mr. 
Murrow confirm the decision. 
timing is significant. 


Newshawks Jockey For 
Position in Gabber 
Stable Reshuffling 


There’s some major reshuffling 
under way in the commentator line- 
Up, involving such headliners as 
H. V. Kaltenborn, Lowell Thomas 





hinted | 


For the Record 


Washington, March 25, 

VARIETY'S Showmanagement 
award to FCC Commissioner 
Clifford J. Durr, together with 
praise for Durr and Vartery, 
were placed in the Congressional 
Record last week by ae Glen 
H. Taylor (D., Idaho). Vanriery 
was described as “one of the 
country’s oldest, most dis- 
tinguished and most popular 
trade magazines” and again as 
“the most influential publication 
in the entertainment industry.” 

“Durr,” said Taylor, “repre- 
sents the very highest tradition 
of the American civil service, 
and throughout his _ notable 
career his one great goal has 
been the protection of the public 
interest.” 


Uncle Sam Takes 
Cut on Network 
Giveaway Shows 


Washington, March 25. 

Uncle Sam is tuning in on the 
network giveaway shows regularly 
—to make sure that he gets his cut, 
too. Fact that the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue is a fan of the big 
prize shows in which there is a con- 
test involved, and that it also fol- 
lows newspaper reports and esti- 
mates of the value of the prizes, was 





| disclosed here this week. 


Heights to which the shows 0 | 


| was clearly etched recently when a 


} name on 


| consequence, 
| in for 


The | 
| 





and William L. Shirer, and cueing | 
a scramble among network news- | 


hawks 


buildups as star news analysts. 

NBC has quietly started 
tioning newscasters to fill in two 
days a week for Kaltenborn, dean 
of the commentating tribe. who has 


audi- 


to position themselves for | 


long wanted to cut his five-times-a- | 


week stint to three days. His 36- 
Station sponsor (Pure Oil) is said 
also 
someone who could step into Kal- 
tenborn’s spot if the occasion arose. 
As a result, the net has started run- 
ning in subs on Tuesdays. They 
have included John McVane from 
New York, Elmer Peterson from 
_ Francisco, Henry Cassidy from 
ure and Robert McCormick 
tron Washington. 


Testing will continue another four | 


(Continued on page 44) 


| giveaway 


to be desirous of grooming | 


Lock Haven, Pa., housewife wed 
an estimated $18,000 worth of 
awards for guessing Clara Bow’s 
“Truth Or Consequences.” 
The rule on this is that wherever 
there is a contest or semblance of a 
the Government cuts 
a piece. No tax is involved 
where it is not a contest, such as the 
“Pot O° Gold.” 

Bureau of Internal Revenue fig- 
ures its share on a basis of regular 
income tax. 
merchandise the fair market value 
of the goods is set and a tax levied 
on the total. Frequently the fair 
market value is considerably under 
the price which has been announced 
over the air. Where money is in- 
volved, of course, it is much simpler, 
since there is a definite value for the 
cash. 

The bureau has had no real trou- 
ble to date where it has tried to 
collect from big prize winners 
Some individuals have contacted the 


bureau and asked for the ruling 
and. once or twice, have put up 
an argument, but in the long run 


all have indicated their intention to 
pay what is expected of them. 

No figure is available of what has 
been collected thus far from the 
shows. 





Burrows on Davis Shew 

Hollywood, March 25. 
Abe Burrows has been signed as 
top writer for the CBS Joan Davis 
show, starting on next Monday's (31) 
program, Staff will include Bur- 
rows. Walter Newman, Sid Dorman 

land Larry Gelbert. 

Monday (24) script was written bv 

{Sid Zelinko and Howard Harris 


rizes are in | § 
Where the prizes a ling to Gen. 


WHITE REPORT 





|summoned by the patient, 


iscriptions are 





The U. 
its most 


S. radio industry is in for 
thorough going-over 


head. This time, however, 
tor is an outside 


the doc- 
consultant, un- 
but pene- 
ing in his analysis and equipped 


The doc is 
Freedom of the Press, and the pre- 


book, “American Radio,” 
by Llewelyn White, 


staff member, to be published 
Friday (28) by the Univ. of Chicago | 
Press. 

The prescriptions: 

Broadcasters must cut themselves 


free from the stranglehold of ad 


| vertise rs and advertising agencies. 


FCC should make the complete 


| divorcing of radio programming and | 
jradio advertising “a 
|standard of performance to be con- 
| sidered in 


the license- or relicense 


| ° 99 
| 0 stations, 


iment of 


i tected by the 





| headed by 











| night 


| experts, 
he proved such a click while on al lic schools already committed wives be dropped in 


"Ss 


U. 8. 
ther 


radio service should be fur- 
diversified by the “develop- 
non-commercial or self- 
supporting stations under the spon- 
sorship of educational institutions, 
foundations, and state and local 
governments,” and the FCC should | 
reserve frequencies for such use. 
The industry, “in order to estab- 
lish radio, television, and facsimile 
broadcasting clearly within the 
meaning of the term ‘press’ as pro- 
First Amendment... 
(should) appeal to the courts any 
actual cases of interference by gov- 
ernment with freedom of expression 
on public affairs via radio” and the 
FCC should cooperate in 
such appeals possible. 
These and other recommendations 
by the CFP are based on the find- 
ings and conclusions reported by 
White, as the commission’s special 
investigator of radio, in his book- 
length analysis of broadcasting’s 


| problems. 


The 13 - member commission, 
Chancellor Robert M. 
Hutchins of the Univ. of Chicago 
and composed mostly of prominent 
college professors, was set up by 
Hutchins in December 1943 under a 
$200,000 grant from Time mag and 
$15,000 from Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica, to inquire “into the present 
state and future prospects of the 
freedom of the press,” as repre- 


(Continued on page 62) 


Nip ‘Info Please 
Islands’ Topper 


Tokyo, March 18. 

A Jap “Information Please” has 
become one of the most popular sin- 
gle network programs here, accord- 
MacArthur’s Information | 
and Education Section. Since the 
show began its regular Wednesday 
half-hour broaicast last De- | 
cember, more than 80,000 listeners 
have flooded Radio Tokyo with let- 
ters. Nips from throughout Japan’s 
four islands have submitted ques- 
tions on every subject from myth- 
ology to the atom bomb. Most ques- 
tions are concerned with science 
and Jap literature. 

The program, 
Broadcasting Corp. of Japan, pays 30 
ven ($2) for each question used, and 
an additional 70 yen for each ques- 
tion missed by the board of five ex- 
nerts 

Board 





consists of Hachiro Sato, 
columnist for the Tokyo Times, and 
expert on. sports and literature: 
Keizo Horiuchi, former professor of 


music at Nippon University; Yukio 
Haruvama, journalist, and expert on 
English literature; Musei Tokugawa 


and Ichiro Watanabe, authority on 
geography and foreign affairs, 
former Asahi Press correspendent 
n Paris and Stockholm. 

A guest expert appears on the pro- 
gram each week. The show 
nally planned to have four regular 
but added Watanabe when 


yuiest stint 


since | 
| the FCC’s Blue Book landed on its | 


with a bagful of drastic prescrip- | 
ions for what seems to ail the 
broadcasting business. 


the Commission ‘on | 


wrappec up in a} 
authored 
commission | 


regulation or | 


making | 


presented by the, 


and | 


origi- | ; 


OK THROWN AT RADIO AGAIN 





MCA Trims Price on Abbott, Costello 
NDITS SETUP In Sharp ‘Cat Em to bare ‘Em’ Move 





Radio’s Tongue 


Advertising-minded and ad- 
vertiser-ruled radio even talks 
lik ts master, says Llewelyn 
White in his book, “American 
Ra 

oe isn’t remarkable,” says 
White, “that the broadcasters 

|} should have come, in time, to 
depend for their revenues upon 
the ‘evil’ which they had once 


banished by resolution. The re- 
markable thing is that the shift 
of emphasis was so _ through- 
going that 20 years later Mark 
Woods, ABC president, could say 
unblushingly that ‘we are sell- 
ing time for one specific reason, 
and that is to sell goods.’ 
“Woods, who was not an ad- 
vertising man, nonetheless spoke 
the vernacular of the advertising 
man. Like the  beleagured 
Czechs of ancient Bohemia, the 
broadeasters had cried out for 


| 


succor. Like the Hapsburgs, the 
advertising men who came to 
rescue remained to rule. And 


like many a philosophical Slav, 
the broadcasters accepted the 
| conquerer’s tongue.” 


Stn ptt ceeeeal 


Mutual, WINS In 
Huddle on Net's 
Locked-Out Shows 


Phillips Carlin, Mutual v. p. in 
charge of programming, and Jerry 
Danzig, WINS (N. Y.) program di- 
rector, have been huddling the past 
few weeks regarding the indie carry- 
ing the network’s shows not aired by 
WOR, Mutual's N. Y._ flagship. 
WINS wants a working agreement 
whereby it gets first crack at all 
such shows that WOR can’t take 
from the net because of local com- 
mercial commitments. 

Deal has been set for 
take its first MBS show, “Harlem 
Hospitality Club,” which Mutual 
broadcasts across - the - board 3:30 
p.m. Indie considers the half-hour 
Negro aude participation show good 
enough for an evening program 
twice a week, and is recording it 
from the Mutual line, to air Tues- 
day and Friday nights at 8:30. It 
may add a third night if time can 
be cleared. Series preemed last 
night (25). 

WBYN and WNYC are other N.Y. 
indies to have carried Mutual pro- 
grams in the past, while WQXR 
still has MBS’ “I Was a Convict.” 
“Hospitality” originates from the 
Savoy ballroom, Harlem, and fea- 
|tures Willie Bryant, ex-barmdleader, 
las emcee: Butterfly McQueen, Lou- 
| mel Morgan Trio and a daily guest. 
George Brengel is producer. 


New Moppet Jingle Disks 
On Safety Offered to All 
Stations by Chi Council 


National Safety Council, nendint 
quartered at Chicago, is offering sta- 
tions throughout the country a series 
of four records to help in campaigns 








WINS to 




















of safety for children. Disks are 
four musical Mother Goose safety 
jingles, running from one-quarter to 
a half-minute each. 

Jingles feature Joan Lazer, kid 
radio star, and were contributed to 
the Council by WNEW, N. Y. The 
music is public domain WNEW 


starting using the jingles in Janu- 
ary and still does, 15 times a week. 
Station paid for the writing. orches- 
trations, product:on and for the mas- 
ter record. NSC plans to syndicate 
the disks for nationwide use, and 
will pay for the pressings. At pres- 
j ent there are 
station’s use on 
served basis. 
Council also plans utilizing the} 
| dis ks in schools, with the N. Y. pub- 


a first-come-first- 


using them. 


125 sets ready for any | 


Hollywood. 
| There's mild bew 
| trade at the 

sic Corp. of An 
voluntary 


Miz he 25 

ilderment in the 
e rust of Mu- 
erica in making a 
gesture for a reduction in 


offens 


the package cost of Abbott and Cos- 
tello. Move is interpreted as a jump 
rr the client (Camels) to save the 


show, which has been teetering on 
| the brink of uncertainty in the mat- 
| ter of fall renewal. Spokesmen for 
MCA stoutly defend their stand that 
now is the time for “constructive 
thinking” and to get shows back 
to a level where they do a job on 
a parity with production costs. 

Some of their shows are 
priced, MCA readily admits, 
process of arriving at 
basis has been 
that doesn’t 


over- 
and the 
an equitable 
reached, Any 
produce at least one 
$1,000 of its 
| delivery counting time) 
is not paying off. A&C would seem 
to be in the clear by these stand- 
ards, the current rating being 17.1 
and the cost of the package esti- 
mated at somewhere under $17,000. 

Meetings were held last week in 
N. Y. and both Esty’s Tom Lucken- 
bill and reps of Lorillard (Camel) 
were said to have accepted the 
gratuitous gesture of MCA _ with 
mingled feelings of suspicion and 
pure motive. Eddie Sherman, man- 
ager of A&C, also favored the vol- 
untary cut, said to be around $3,000. 

Other agents and packagers 
around town, while feeling that mild 
panic prevails in the sanctums of 
big air spenders, prefer to take a 
watchful waiting attitude and let 
the sponsor make the first move. 
Cuts on high-budgeted shows not 
earning their way are certain to 
come, they're satisfied, but the 
bankroller should be the one to 
wield the pruning knife. 

Talent won't be severely 
because of the tax 
those approached are said to be 
willing to go along with the re- 
trenched feeling in the air. Gravest 
fear of packaging agents is that 
MCA’s ice-breaking may give other 
client’s ideas with peremptory de- 
mands made for a voluntary slash 
in lieu of a crackdown and peril 
to renewals. 


‘Author’ Makes 
Network Shift 


“Author Meets Critics” is check- 
ing off the Mutual network April 2 
and off WQXR, N. Y., May 6, to 
move into the bigtime with a Sun- 
day afternoon spot on WNBC, prep- 
ping as a possible NBC network fea- 
ture. 

Book of the Month Club, which 
has been sponsoring the Martin 
Stone package on WQXR, is picking 
up the tab on the WNBC deal. Shew 
has been a sustainer on the Mutual 
web since last June, holding down 
the Wednesday, 10:30 p.m. slot. 
WQXR airs the 39-minute stanza 
Thursdays, 9:30 p.m. 

Some changes definitely 
made in the show's format, Stone 
says. It’s possible one of BOM’s 
judges will be added to the regular 


show 


| Hoope point, for each 


cost (not 


affected 
situation and 





will be 





cast. John K. M. McCaffery, how- 
ever, will continue as moderator. 
WNBC spot is not yet set, but 


“Author” definitely will debut on 
the NBC flagship week following its 
WOQXR exit. 


LEWIS IN NET SWITCH 
AS GODFREY FILL-IN 


WNEW (N wa 
Robert Q. Lewis 
CBS for four 
27 to sit in for Arthur “Iron Man” 
Godfrey on latter’s 11-11:30 a.m 
| across-the-board stanza. Godfrey is 
slated to hie himself to his Virginia 
farm for his first real vacation in 
| years 

Pinch-hitter for the durable red- 
head on his Tuesday night “Talent 
| Scouts” has not been chosen. God- 
ifrey’s morning disk- gab sessions on 
| WCBS iN. ¥.) and WTOP (Wash. 
favor of fill-in 
programs during his absence, 


disk jockey 
moves over tv 
starting April 


weeks 
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Miller Raps AFRA Boycott Gimmick 
‘In Labor-Curbing Plea to Lawmakers 





Washington, March 25. + 


Legislative curbs against the as 


ondary boycott, royalty payments, 
featherbedding and _ jurisdictional 
strikes were urged here last week 
by NAB prexy Justin “Miller in | 
identical letters to the House and} 
Senate Labor Committees. 

Miller’s views on what should be 
new labor 


incorporated in legisla- | 


tion are already endorsed by what | 
appears to be a majority ol the 
House Committee. -It is expected | 


that Senate Labor Committee Chair- 


man Robert Taft (R., Ohio) will re- 
port out a milder bill than the lower 
house measure. 


Striking hard at AFRA’s 


ary boycott “the most critical” col- 


dent of the 
‘local, left by plane yesterday (24) 


|newcomer union now attempting to | 


lective bargaining abuse in radio. 
NAB’s recommendations call for 


a labor bill which “affords all par- 
ties equal protection under the law; 
makes labor contracts enforceable 
and the parties thereto mutually 
responsible; protects 
jurisdictional strikes; safeguards the 
economic system from such coercive 
and monopolistic union practices as 
featherbeddings, the extraction of 
royalty payments and the use of the 


industry from | 


{ 


| 


' 
union label as an instrument of boy- | 
} 


cott.” 

Miller told the House and Senate 
committees that any action by Con- 
gress to make the secondary boyeott 
an unfair labor practice must recog- 
nize that “services as well as goods 
must be fully covered and that the 
union label may be, and often is, 
distorted from its original purpase 
and used as the effective means of 
implementing a secondary boycott.” 

“The payment of royalties on pro- 
duction and/or services paid to 
unions for their unrestricted uses is 
economically unsound and consti- 
tutes the unwarranted granting of 


taxation power to a union,” Miller 
charged. In another statement, 
aimed at the AFM and James C. 


Petrillo, the NAB president called 
on Congress to label as an unfair 


labor practice any coercion by a | the California Civil Code relating 


union to force an employer to hire 
a prescribed number of persons. 

On the problem of jurisdictional 
strife, Miller said that as FM and, 
especially, television develop, radio 
may expect. intra-union’§ conflict 
similar to that in the motion picture 
industry. He pointed to disputes 
within the past year in television 
and jurisdictional fights over the 
union affiliation of platter-turners, 

As a cure-all, Congress should set 
up “effective machinery” within the 
National Labor Relations Board to 
handle conflicting union claims. 

Miller’s final recommendation 
called for recognition in labor con- 
tracts that both unions and employ- 
ers are responsible for breaches. By: 
enforcing such contracts, Miller con- 
cluded that wildcat, jurisdictional 
and all sympathy strikes could be 
made illegal when they involve a 
breach of contract. 


ICKES TO SPREAD SELF 
AROUND VIA PLATTERS 


Washington, March 25. 

Platter rights to former Sec. of 
the Interior Hareld Ickes’ 15-minute 
radio commentary—aired live over 
local station WGAY, Silver Spring, 
Md.—have been signed over to Ed 
Hart and Associates, it was learned 
today. 

Hart, who produces two other 
political forum-type shows over 
WINX and peddles them in disk 
form to out-of-town stations, beat 
out several other bidders to dis- 
tribute Ickes’ product. He expects 
to sign up over 100 stations on the 
Ickes platters. 

It is no secret here that Ickes 
would like to go network and Hart's 
contract also takes care of that con- 
tingency. 


WSTC Plugs Storecast 
In Good-Neighbor Switch 


Stamford, March 25. 
Storecast, commercial wired mu- 
sic system used in First National 
grocery stores, is being promoted 
on WSTC in connection with open- 
ing of new Stamford unit of chain. 
It’s regarded as a rare case of spot 








announcements being used to plug! 


another spot announcement medium, 
and indicates First National's strong 
feeling for Storecast. 

System, operated by Stan Joseloff, 
formerly radio head _ for 
agency, now covers 125 First 
tional] stores in Conn. and Mass. 


Na- 


| 





Coast RDG Prez to Chi 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Freebairn-Smith,  presi- 
Radio Directors Guild 


Thomas 


for the first national RDG conven- 
tion in Chicago, March 24-27. 

He carried the proxy votes of 
four others electea to the national | 


board, an economy measure for the | 
' 





form its first constitution and na- | 


tionally-patterned policies. 


PE 0 Ye SE FE 

| 

i at latest | ? | 
gimmick, Miller dubbed the peo um 5 or . | 


These Be Law! 


Hollywood, Marth 25. | 

State legislators are attempting to | 
put through three new bills that | 
would, in effect, amount to a pre- | 
cedental law copyrighting ideas. The | 
measures are AB 566, AB 855 and 
SB 803, proposed by several persons 
in each instance, and they’re calcu- 
lated to cause considerable conster- 
nation in the story-buying trades of 
radio and motion pictures. Their aim 
is to fix common law copyright of an 
idea by the mere expression of it by 
an originating person to a prospec- 
tive buyer. 

Though federal laws hold that 
ideas cannot be copyrighted, inten- 
tion of the bills is to eliminate the 
necessity of an_ idea-originator 
having expressly to state’ that 
listener and buyer must pay for the 
idea if used. That method holds now 
under common law as an oral con- 
tract. Simple telling, under the pro- 
posed laws, would be the only thing 
necessary. 

Worded approximately the same, 
the bills aim to create an “Act to 
amend Section 980, 983 and 984 of 


to rights in products of the mind.” 
Trade feeling is that they would | 


tend greatly to limit story develop- 
ment since producers and buyers 
would be loath to discuss even a 
germ of an idea with authors in fear 
of lawsuits. Entertainment business 





r ¥ y " 
TOMMY TUCKER 
Following a transcontinental tour, 
Tommy Tucker’s Cavalcade hit New 
York with moneybags bursting from 
percentage takes in eighty cities. 
Two weeks vacation and Tommy 
Tucker rolls again to gather more 
pretty “folding money” from them 
thar hills. Good luck, Tommy—it 
couldn't happen to a nicer guy! 
LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 


Public Service 
Spots Program 
Clicks for Indie 


An interesting approach to public 
service programming has been uti- 
lized by WNEW, N. Y., with marked 
results reported. Indie station has 
been using spots in high rating pe- 
riods to get its public service mes- 
Sages over, rather than by use of 
special programs, and is now fully 
committed to use of spots for this 
purpose. 

Latest effort has been in connec- 
tion with the Veterans Administra- 
tion’s drive to get ex-Gls to retain 
their service insurance. Station has 
been using half-minute jingles 20 
times a week, the jingles being para- 





stifle the free exchange of ideas and | phrases of pop tunes written by the 


station’s program director Ted Cott. 

In addition, station is readying a 
second series of anti-prejudice spots, 
under general title of “Keep Faith 





is already plagued with suits on 
slimmer bases than such automatic | 
contracts, it’s felt. Rigid barriers 
would be tossed up in defense as 
buyers sought to close out all but 
house copy. 


Sponsor Latches on WNBC 
All-Day Town Salute 


WNBC, N. Y., goodwill program- 
ming is paying off. Grand Union 
Supermarkets’ purchased a 10-min- 
ute segment of Bob Smith’s show 
last Friday (21) when WNBC “sa- 
luted” the community of White 
Plains. Grand Union happened to 
be opening a new store there that 
day. 

WNBC, which is pitching a series 
of all-day salutes to towns in its 
listening area (White Plains was 
seventh), pulls out all the promo- 
tion stops locally on each occasion, 
but seeks no payoff via time sales 
in the town. The supermarket or- 
der came in over the transom—with 
a note appended that the chain 
would like to buy more time any 
time WNBC saluted a town where 
Grand Union had a store. 

WNEC is slated to salute Newark 
and the Bronx April 18 and May 2, 
respectively. 


WGRC’s Rehiring Nix 
Gets Ex-Mer. $6,500 


Louisville, March 25. 











| 


| 





Biow | 


S. C. “Steve” Cisler, Marine vet 
and former WGRC general manager, 
last week accepted payment of $6,- 
500 from the station, as damages for 
failure to rehire him when he re- 
turned from military service, as re- 
suit of an agreed judgment and dis- 
missal in federal court. 

Gisler filed suit for reinstatement 
in April 1946, and shortly afterward 
became one of the organizers of 
WKYW, new independent station 
which will start airing within a few 
days. 





Bridgeport—Jud La Haye. former 
WICC program chief, joined the 
faculty of Fordham Univ., N. Y.., 
teaching “Fundamentals in Radio” 
to junior class, mostly ex-service- 
men. 


With America.” Now being written 


| by Hy Zaret and Lou Singer (writers 


of “One Meat Ball,” etc.), these will 
consist of one-minute jingles at- 
| tacking prejudice, and utilizing top 
artists like Evelyn Knight, Maxine 
| Sullivan, etc., to sing them. Station 
is also setting up a deal with juke- 
box owners to stick in these jingles, 
for added circulation. 

First series of “Keep Faith With 
America” spots which WNEW used 
is now being played on 300 stations 
throughout the country, including 40 
in the south. These consist of four 
different spots, used about 20 times 
a week. Distribution was made by 
the Institute for Democratic Educa- 
| tion, which asked WNEW for their 
| use, the station contributing the cost 
} 





| of making the disks. 


‘Philly’s WIP Holds Open 
House on 25th Anni 


Philadelphia, March 25. 

WIP—Philly’s “pioneer voice”’— 
Started a- three-day celebration of 
its 25th anniversary yesterday 
(Monday) with opeh house and a 
special reception and “salute” by 
city officials. : 

Special guest was former Mayor 
J. Hampton Moore who dedicated 
the station in 1922. Hizzoner re- 
called that day on March 18 when 





City’s first outlet. WIP, headed by 
| Benedict Gimbel, Jr., claims to be 


| the oldest Philly station continuous- 


|ly operated under its own call 
letters. 
KYW celebrated its 25th year of 





operation last November, but it orig- 

| inally was a Chicago _ station. 
| WFIL’s parent station, WFI went on 
, the air on the same day but two 
hours later than WIP. Next May 
| WCAU celebrates its silver anni- 
| versary. 


| CBS Checks 168th In 


CBS ups its total number of af- 
| filiates to 168 as a result of the ad- 
|dition of KDSH, new 1.000-watter 
jin Boise, Idaho, and WJQS, 250- 
watter in Jackson, Miss. 

KDSH is expected to go on the 
air about May 1. WJQS ties in with 
the net April 6. 











POCO +CeGee 


From the Production Centres 


es | 





(IN NEW YORK CITY... 


The Dime Savings Bank of Brooklyn switches from sponsoring the Fitz. 
geralds on WJZ to WNEW'S “Make Believe Ballroom” starting Apri) } 
on three-a-week basis....Paul DeFur, in J, Walter Thompson's radio dept, 
father of a baby girl March 16....Bernice Judis,, WNEW v.p. and gen, 
manager, back from Mexico....G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone started 25th 
year in radio Monday (24). He's currently director of radio activities for 
the NAM..,.Roger Carlin, Music Corp. of America television dept., back 
at his desk after a Havana vacation following an operation. 

Ivor Kenway, ABC ad-promotion chief, in Pittsburgh yesterday (Tues) 


to address Radio & “Television club Henry Morgan emceed a National 
Urban League inter-racial show at Albany Monday night (24). Thursday 


(20) he got a plaque from Philly's B'nai Brith Foundation for his “constant 





WIP went on the air as the Quaker | 


battle against forces of intolerance and bigotry”....John Aaron, of Bob 
Trout’s CBS “News Till Now” crew, father of a girl....Radio thesp Dick 
| Shankland to D. C. to portray Smithson in Pathe short on Smithsonian 


| Institute....Paul Whiteman around with one hand in a sling due to in- 
fection Harry Kopf, NBC sales veepee, back from two weeks in Florida 
|... Bea Wain set for a guest shot, her fifth, on the Jack Smith show (CBS) 
April 9....Don McNeill, Breakfast Club maestro (ABC), named on 
radio committee for Veterans Hospital Programs. 

Three novelists, Robert Fontaine, Isabel Scott Rorick and Marion Sturges. 
Jones, were assigned to cover eight-hour tricks at the radio for an article, 
“The Big Noise,” due in the forthcoming (May) issue of ’47....“Mr. Doo- 
winkle, Attorney,’ MCA package authored by Lee Bloomgarden and Gil 
Babbitt, to be aired on WOR’s “For Your Approval” series Sat. (29). .., 
Barbara B. Connor, formerly with Y&R and Ruthrauff & Ryan, appointed 
radio director of Hevenor ad agency, Albany....“Our Gal Sunday” starts 
llth year Monday (31)....Eddie Wragge, Meg Wylie, Ray 
Elaine Stritch added to “Young Widder Brown”... .Tess 


the 


Johnson and 
Sheeha and 


John McGovern joined “David Harum” cast. Dorothy Sands, Jo Curtin 
and Joyce Hayward added to “Backstage Wife”....John Reed King fills 
in for Bill Cullen on the CBS quizzer, “Winner Take All,” while Cullen 
vacations in Bermuda for two weeks starting March 28....William Morris 


office submitting Gypsy Markoff and he1 accordion for radio. Miss Markoff 
returns soon from a six-month USO-Camp Shows tour of the Pacific, her 
fifth overseas trip....Performer Bob Russell has networks and agencies 
gandering a new type of quiz show, tentatively titled “Lucky Letters.” 

Ben Alexander, emcee of “Heart's Desire” (MBS), flew in from Coast 
Friday (21) to cut some special recordings and flew back Sunday. Radio 
gabber Johannes Steel in Moscow—but not to cover the Big Four parley, 
Said he “just happened” to be there on a European tour....James Le 
Baron, g.m. of Joseph Hershey McGillvra rep outfit, to address School 
of Radio Technique’s radio ad class tomorrow ‘Thurs.)....F. K. Beirn 
named exec mgr. of Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample’s N. Y. office....Ade Hult, 
Mutual v.p. of midwest operations, in from Chicago to confer with net 
brass....Bret Morrison, radio’s “Shadow,” set for another singing-dramatics 
sketch on the Aunt Jenny program....WWRL announcer Lou Cole in 
Flower Hospital with the flu....Phillips Carlin, MBS program veepee, 
|} home from a Florida fishing foray....Ernie Martin, CBS Coast program 
head, in for huddles with Dave Taylor and other Columbia brass. WOR 
“Answer Man” show, handled by Bruce Chapman, to celebrate 10th anni 
on air next week by ringing in flock of WOR personalities as guests. First, 
on Monday 7:15 p.m. stanza, will be WOR prexy Ted Streibert .Gloria 
Garrity, 14-year-old blind pianist offered an eye last week by a Raymond 
St. (Brooklyn) jail prisoner, ts daughter of Arthur Garrity, CBS tele 
engineer. ...Impassioned defense of soap operas by a housewife billed for 
forthcoming issue of Ladies Home Journal...-Actor Berry Kroeger, cur- 
rently in legiter “Joan of Lorraine,” into a running part in soaper “Joyce 
Jordan,” 

New package show with Edith Atwater has been originated by Jo Lyons 
and first disk was cut Monday (24) with George S. Kaufman as guest. 
| Package being handled by Ted Ashley of Wm. Morris....Oliver Daniel, 
| CBS staff director, to make spring tour with N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony 
.... Sportscaster Steve Ellis trying to interest State dept. in selling base- 
ball to world via documentary shorts....Robert L. Ripley may come in 
twice weekly on new NBC co-op strip built around his “Believe It Or 
Not.” Five-a-weeker preems May 12 in 1:45 p.m. slot, with Washington 
gabber Robert McCormick moving from this time to 1:30 p.m....Nat Rud- 


dick to handle radio promotion for Institute of Rehabilitation at N. Y. U. 
Bellevue Center. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Carl Wester is reviving “Kaltenmeyer's Kindergarten”... .Jimmy Saphier 
picked Sterling Tracy of CBS to direct “Corliss Archer”... .““Man Called X” 
gets its musical mood from Johnny Green and returning as second lead to 
Bart Marshall is Leon Belasco....Procter & Gamble took an option on 
Sidney Greenstreet’s “Man From Below,” psychological drama, recorded 
last week, as possible fall entry for Dreft....Bob Hope, part owner of the 
Cleveland Indians, is now pressing his players into guest spots on his 
thow. He called up Bob Feller from the training camp at Tucson for a 
bit of banter and bally for his ball club... Speculation centers around the 
radio head of a big agency headquartering in Hollywood who, it is be- 
lieved, was called to the homeoffice to explain why two of the firm's shows 
are on flimsy footing with the accounts in jeopardy. 

Russ Johnston, “the flying huckster,” brought in his Vultee for a short 
| biz session and reunion with friends. Onetime producer at KNX, he is 

now head of production for McCann-Erickson....Don Stauffer insists that 
Bob Burns has not been cancelled and that “Ellery Queen” is merely 
slotted for 17 summer weeks....Hoagy Carmichael was picked up for 
next season with a hefty pay hike ‘reported from $1,000 to $2,000) and a 
new Luden product to plug, Fifth Ave. candy bar... .Ralph Edwards started 

his eighth year of “Truth Or Consequences” for-Procter & Gamble. 


Jerry Colonna is holding off on all offers to head up a show next season 
until Bob Hope makes known his plans....Judy®Canova is planning @ 
two-month tour of South America this summer, traveling and filling a few 
theatre and nitery dates....Mutual-Don Lee taking Ken Dolan’s mystery 
series, “Johnny Madero, Pier 23.” starting April 23. Jack Webb, who 
recently withdrew from name role of “Pat Novak For Hire,” has the lead 
ves Hit Parade takes a Coast repeat after daylight savings time on NBC, 
with each affili®te taking it off the line for rebroadcast by transcription 
snodse Gould (“Mrs. Duffy”) and Wally Brown set for the leads in Glen- 
hall Taylor's “Defective Detectives,” being packaged for summer sale. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


| Bill Oliver, announcer at KMOX. St. Louis joins the staff of WGN, 
April 6....Henry Weber and frau vacationing in Cuba....Hanns Reich, 
WSBC announcer, sporting an arm in cast as a result of fall....Nancy Pat- 
ton, 18-year-older, guest songstress of the week on ABC “Breakfast Club” 
.-. Betty Fox taking over personal management of “Junior Junction” 
singers Tony Triankino and Lola Ameche... Bill Drips, NBC director of 
agriculture, is spending a three-week vacation in the southwest....Town 
Meeting of the Air broadcasting from Purdue Univ. March 27... .Fulton 
Lewis Jr, Mutual commentator, broadcasting from WGN this week 
Art Duram, formerly associated with O’Brien and Dorrance, promotional 
“a in New York, has been named sales promotion chief at WBBM 

to th BM farm director Harry Campbell and home advisor Gladys Blair off 
© the Indiana farm belts... John McCormick, disk jockey, snagged @ 
new classical record show on the midnight to 1.30 a.m. shift over WBBM 


-Edward Wotjal named chi i ici WBBM repli: 
‘ é ief s " ‘ placing 
Urban Johnson, ound technician at repla 





* 





who will devote his time to his own recording company 
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~ APPRAISING THE JUVE PROGRAMS 





U.S. U.S. Sponsors Inch Way Into Italian 
Nets; SB Leads Way at $100 Daily 


American sponsors are beginning + 
to inch into Italian radio—but only 
Sole advertiser thus far 


by inches 

is Standard Brands, with a one- 
minute daily singing commercial 
plugging Royal Baking Powder, 
which went on for the first time last 
month (Cost is $100 daily for the 
entire Italian network.) Quite a 
few other U. S. advertisers have 
expressed interest in Italian radio, 


but the present setup stymies them. 

Situation in brief is this. Italian 
radio, which consists of two nets 
totaling 23 stations, named Radio 
Audizione Italiane (RAI), is pri- 


vately owned and managed, al- 
though the government has a great 
deal to say in its policy. Nets went 


right after the war 


commercial 
of the few European networks 


tone 
to do so) but only in a small way 
The government limits commercials 
to certain times of the day and for 
only limited periods then. Most 
programs are sustaining with only 
three or four big programs a day 
that are sponsored. Nets are crowd- 
ed now for commercial time, and 
can't put on all the commercials 
they want or are offered them. 

As it is now, in addition to the 
few sponsored programs, there are 


two series of spots in the evening, 
tor five minutes each just before 
and after the 8 o’clock news pro- 
gram. These half-minute spots are | 
run off in a series, so that 10 com- 
mercials follow one another in 
quick, bewildering fashion, both at 
7:55 and 8:15 p.m. 

Standard Brands, Italy’s first U. S 
postwar sponsor, wanted to plug 


the stock jingle it uses everywhere | 


else on Royal Baking Powder. It 


had Elsa Miranda, who made the | 


jingle in Spanish and Portuguese 
which is used in South America, to 
record one in Italian, to make sure 


that the jingle would be up to SB) 


standard, SB then sent Dario Soria 
(a CBS assistant director, 


purpose) to Italy with the record, 
to see that the singing commercial 
was set up properly. Soria, repre- 
senting both Standard Brands and 
Fremantle Overseas Radio in the 
matter, left in late Jahuary and has 
just returned. 

This first SB jingle, he states, is 
experimental. With opening up of 
talian time, he expects more such 
singing commercials to follow. 
oria also revealed the interesting 
fact that since Jan., 1947, Italy has 
quadrupled its license tax on radio 
sets, fee now being 1,000 lire a year 
($4.25). He also disclosed that 
Italian radio has singing commer- 
cials of its own, some of them crude 


affairs in questionable taste, such as | 


7 Jingle for a hair-tonic built on an 
Operatic air from “Aida.” 


NBC Bags First Live 
House Group Hearing: 
MBS Uses Tape, Too 


Washington, March 25. 
First live radio pickup of a Con- 
Bressional committee hearing was 
¢hzlked up by NBC and Mutual last 
Friday (21) when they took mikes 
into the House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee session on President Truman’s 





request for a $400,000,000 loan to 
Greece and Turkey. 
Wire recorders had been per- 


mitted for the first time at the Sen- 
ate War Investigating Committee's 
s probe of Sen. Theodore Bilbo 
a first time a live mike carried 
'€ unedited proceedings of a Con- 
earional committee. NBC Com- 
persia Dick Harkness introduced 

Pickup, which 


10 to 10:30 am. Arthur 
Commentary for Mutual. 


oa which unlike NBC has no 
alms about feeding transcribed 


aera to the network, broadcast 
5 minutes of 


Sent other portions later from its 


_ raps WMAL-ABC was on 

did oe recording equipment but 

Sn ti * use the verbatim testimony 
‘© network, it was understood. 








| of a program involving 


. o 

Preps Paris Pickup 
Paris, March 25. 

head of French ra- 
American department, 
the U. S. While 
mage arrange! 
next Saturday 


Robert Lange, 
North 
returned from 
America he 
an audition 


dio’s 
has 
in 

for 


nenis 
(29) 

a three-way 
Paris, London and 

for possible airing on 

network. 

indies may also have a Gallic 


pickup—from 
New York— 
the ABC 

U. S. 
flavor 


Lange's efforts to feed ‘em French 
transcriptions. Some 222 indies will 
receive shipments of platters via 
airmail from Paris 


Frisco Gabbers 


Win in Strik 
San Francisco, March 25. 
Three-day strike of AFRA radio 


j announcers against two local indies, 








KYA and KSFO, was settled late 
Friday (21) with gabbers winning 
approximately $12.50 per week in- 
crease. Announcers on KFSO will 
receive $77.50 weekly, on KYA $75. 
| Union also signed new pacts with 


| KRO. KLX and KSBS. giving an- 


who took | 
a six-week leave of absence for the | 


Miss.) this winter, but this was} 


Gaeth did | 


the testimony live and / the U. 


ae 


|} nouncers $72.50, and with KSAN for 
| $67.50. After Oct. 1, all personnel 
| will get another $2.50 increase. 
New contracts run to June, 1948, 
and are retroactive to Jan. 1. In- 
creases slated for October will bring 
} wages up to scale, ranging from $70 


to $80, originally demanded by | 
AFRA. Picket lines at KSFO and 
KYA were immediately withdrawn 


when verbal agreement was reached. 

During the brief strike Scripps- 
Howard's News frontpaged story al- 
leging the unionists would be fired 
by stations immediately following 
signing of contract with AFRA. 
KYA denounced story as 
parable to saying we are going to 
rob a bank tomorrow. In the first 
place, any such action would be 


a known quantity. 
of 36% 


CHOO-CHOO CHITCHAT 


increase sound non-union?” 





St. Louis, March 25. 
Idle chatter between the engi- 
neers and conductors of freight 
| trains of the Missouri Pacific R. R. 
jis banned as experimental radio- 
| equipped freight trains between 


McGehee, Ark.. 
got under way 
execs issued orders forbidding the 
engineers from asking the conduc- 
tors “What's cookin” in the caboose. 
the discussion of national or 
national events, outcome of sports 
events, etc. 

R. C. White, 
cer, said the radio would enable the 
crew to communicate with the 
lagents of the seven stations along 
| the line as well as with each other. 
| 


and Alexandria, La., 





He also stated that the experiment 
lis being made to determine whether 
the use of radio would increase op- 
'erating efficiency. 


-WSM Wins Court Test On 





Nashville, March 25. 
WSM yesterday (24) was granted 
a permanent injunction against the 





was carried over - } R. L. Whitton, en- 
RC and other NBC affiliates from | Golden Corp. and R. L. 


| Joining them from using the name 
“Grand Old Opera” or any similar 


names which allude to the WSM 
Saturday night show “Grand Ole 


Opry.” 

The decision was handed down by 
8. district court of Georgia 
in the middle district of Georgia. 
The case was tried in Macon. Testi- 
fying for WSM were James Denny 
and the Opry’s emcee, George 
Hay. 





in the future resulting from 


“com- } 


against the National Labor Act, and | 
KYA and KSFO’s non-partisanship | 


Does an offer | mption participate in the process | 


last week. Railroad. 


inter- + 


chief operating offi- | 


‘Grand Ole Opry’ Name 


| 
j 
| 
| 
5 | und of violence and terror. 


HAS RADIO. MET 





By HERMAN SCHOENFELD 

What is radio's effect upon kid 
listeners? Following on the heels 
of the current nationwide juvenile 
crime wave, the industry is once 
igal being socked by aroused 
Parent - Teache Associations and 
;community groups for contributing 
tothe general eral letdown, the 
usual postwar aftermath. 

Surveying the field, it becomes 
clear that the industry has far from 
met its responsibilities to the juves 


in either its general program 
structure or in the shows specially 
designed for the lower 
Radio’s_ fortissimo 
and-guts have 
ibted upon 


K1d Extent of the effect now 


-age brackets 
accent on. the 


blood crime-shockers 


an undo negative eticct 


;evel IS a tar more 


controversial problem than is usu- 
ally indicated in the idhouse 
denunciations of radio all its 
workings 
Unfortunately 
igreater slice of criticism directed 
against it date has been tinged 
with a note bordering on, and fre- 
| quently toppling into, actual hys- 
teria. Those concerned _with the 
need of a wholesome environment 
“. the susceptible child have tended | 
to weaken a basically sound argu- 
iment against radio's negative influ- 
ence by going overboard into exag- 


roul 
and 


fol radio, the 


to 


{geration. Take, for example, the 
common charge that radio's accent 
on crime has been the cause for 


juvenile delinquency. 

This argument is a setup regu- 
latly knocked over with ease by the 
apologists for the status quo in child 
programming. They point out that 
rooted in a diseased home life that 
warps the child’s moral 
| long before junior dials in his first 
program. But, having scattered this 
straw man to the winds, radio’s 
champions are inclined to think 
they've swept the entire field. Still 
|unanswered by them is the valid 
charge that radio’s horror programs 
have a subtle and cumulatively cor- 
rosive influence upon the sensibili- 
| ties of even the healthiest child. 
With few exceptions, 
| designed specially for juvenile con- 
|of denaturing the child's taste. 
| Chiefly culpable, it must be added, 
are those airlane-clogging crime and 
chiller shows, presumably fash- 
ioned for adults, 
are also subjected. To 
cism, the broadcasters have insisted 
that it’s unreasonable to expect them 
to trim all their programs to kid 
size. This dilemma will be solved, 
in a general way, only when the 
so-called adult shows evolve to a 
genuine adult level. 


Network Reaction 


Reacting to a critical barrage 
against juvenile air fare, the four 
nets. CBS, NBC, ABC and MBS 


have over the years polarized into 
two opposing camps with respect to 
the type of kid shows permitied. 
CBS and NBC have clamped a 
virtual ban on the blood-and-thun- 
| der juve serial shows, while ABC 
and MBS continue to feature a solid 
i block of such programs across the 


board late in the afternoon. CBS 
, and NBC, however, sport their 
|} especial flock of soap operas, big 


| sister to the juve serials. It’s a kind 
lof division of labor among the nets 


RESPONSIBILITY? 


the cause of juvenile delinquency is | meetings, 
jing” 
framework | 


| dio stations 


| pay 
| week 
| since 


| 
} 
i 


; creases 


|AFRA spokesman, 








F CC (Minus Durr) Rules Hubbard Gets 
KSTP, But AVCO Stock Limited to 49% 





Cold Spots 


Was hing ton, March 25 
American advertisers are advised 
they'll be welcomed with open arms 
D\ Icelanders, whose Radio Revk 
k is operated Iceland 
State ‘Broadcast Servic 
Iceland is offering a good line of 
spot announcement spots to go with 
news programs morning, afternoon | 
and night. Price is 46c per word 
per broadcast. There are 30,000 re- 
ceivers in use in Iceland, with the 
station’s listening audience = esti- 
mated at 90.000 


K .C. AFRA Calls 
Strike April 1 


Kansas City, March 25 
Walkouts at four of town’s five ra- 
loom for April 1 as result 
of a unanimous strike vote by the 
AFRA local in a meeting Thursday 
(20) Negotiations for wage _ in- 
averaging about 20°, foi 
announcers at WDAF., KMBC, 
KCKN and WHB have been under- 
way since early March. Existing 
scale averages about $65 per 
under a contract in. effect 
last spring. 

Roberts, exec secretary 
Said current 


Don 


and 
ne- 


;gotiations were begun by the union’s 


| offer 
which it termed 


inot become effective 


of a new type of contract, 
“idealistic,” to man- 
of the four stations. Early 
he said, were “encourag- 
with management indicating 
new provisos would be worked out 
with little trouble to either side 
This fair-dealing spirit disap- 
peared last week, Roberts said, 
when station execs came forward 
with a flat offer of $5 weekly 
per man. In some cases 
until 


agement 


raise 
this would 
Sept. 1, 


jand in no case would it bring local 


radio shows | 


salaries in line with announcer pay 


iscales prevailing in other compa- 
rable markets, he said. 

When AFRA was told it could 
take the $5 offer or leave it, it 


to which the kids | 
this criti- | 
| for 
|gave any 


amounted to a lock-out attitude on 
the part of management, Roberts 
said. Strike vote was the only pos- 
sible alternative, he declared. 

A meeting of station reps and 
AFRA negotiators was scheduled 
early this week. Neither side 
indication a_ settlement 
would be possible before the strike 


| deadline. 


with the radio fan, in his passage | 
'from childhood to maturity, being 
fed a steady diet of synthetic ex- 
citement, first in gumdrops of vio- 
lence and later in the crumbs of 
romance, 

| ABC and MBS onets, between | 
ithem, air a total of 10 serial dra- | 
| matic programs daily. A few minor | 
variations in plot structure and a 


series of mechanical character-cre- 
ating devices permit the kids to dis- 
tinguish one show from the other. 
But most striking and significant is 
the underlying formula _ binding 
| these shows together into what must 
be a single. powerful impact 
the child listener. 

The basic fabric making up each 
of these 10 shows is a stitched com- 
Vio- 


(Continued on page 42) 


upon | 





ROCKFORD NOT COMING 


INTO N.Y. MCA OFFICE 


Hollywood, March 25. 

will be reached this 
week whether Mickey Rockford 
goes to New York for MCA (radio 
dept.) or remains with the firm in 
Hollywood. He is said to have 


Decision 


| changed his mind about going east 


and MCA will abide by his decision. 
If he stays here, he says it will 

be for business reasons, as his duties 

have been steadily multiplying. 


Schwerin Takes Pre-Test 
Service to Chicago Area 


March 





Chicago. 25 
Schwerin. radio research- 
contract to NBC to 
programs through his studio 
audience reaction measuren 
technique, made his first pitch to 
Chicago area advertisers and radio 
execs in a half-dozen separate meet- 
ings at NBC quarters here last week. 
Schwerin announced rates for his 
service, which is now available to 
advertisers sponsoring programs on 
NBC. 


Horace 


er unde pre- 


test 


rent 


testing of spot commercials. he said. 
First advertiser to sign for his 

' . 
| service under the new rates. Schwe- 


eee 


rin said, was the Celanese Corp. Ne- 
gotiations are under way with Gen- 
eral Mills and Procter & Gamble, 
he added. 


His contract doesn’t preclude | 


+ Washington. March 25. 

The giant Aviation Corp. of Amer- 
ca, owner of WLW, Cincinnati, and 
WINS, N.Y., stands to get 49% 
lock of a third station, KSTP. Si 
Paul—but not the 75 control it 

ally contracted for—under an 
FCC ruling Friday (21 Under 
these terms, the FCC, wit a dissent- 
ing vote only from Commissioner 
Clifford J. Durr, approved purchase 
of KSTP by its manager, Stanley 
Hubbard. 

Tuesday (18), the commission had 
proposed to deny Hubbard's original 
arrangement with AVCO, under 
which he obtained an $850,000 loan 
j;to purchase KSTP and gave AVCO 
an option to buy 75°. of the station 
later on 

Hubbard tried i ecessfull 1 
tne two days before } ontrat 
with KSTP’s owne! expired at 
midnight Thursday (21) to get 
financing from banks. An alternate 
proposal that AVCO get less than 
control of the station in return for 
an $850,000 loan won final FCC ap- 
proval 

The 49% arrangement with AVCO 
was approved by FCC over the ob- 
jection of I. A. O’Shaugnessy and 23 
other Twin Cities businessmen who 
were competing with Hubbard for 
KSTP. The local businessmen had 
told the commission they would back 
out, once they were assured that 
AVCO would not end up with the 
station. FCC rejected the local men 
as licensees of KSTP but revealed 
their objection to AVCO’s getting 
any part of the St. Paul station 

Under the new arrangement, 
AVCO has an option to buy 49% 
of the station at $675 a share (in- 
stead of 75% at $800 a share), for a 
total of $661,500. Hubbard will make 
a profit of $122,500 on the resale of 
his stock to AVCO 

If AVCO exercises its option to 
buy into KSTP, Hubbard will have 
three years to repay his loan if 
the company does not exercise its 


option he must pay off in 13 months, 
plus interest at 4° starting six 
months after the option is declined. 

New arrangement releases Hub- 
bard from a commitment to put an 
AVCO man on the board of directors 
or get AVCO approval on capital ex- 
penditures at this time. 

Full majority and minority 
senting opinions will be 
shortly, FCC said. 


Okla. City’s WKY Scoops 
Smalltown Newspapers 
On Its School Walkout 


Oklahoma City, March 25. 

High school pupils at Hobart, 
Okla., pulled a walkout and Okla- 
|!homa City’s WKY knew it before 
the Hobart newspapers. In fact, one 
Hobart newspaper got its tip from 
| the WKY newsroom that a big story 
was developing only a few hundreé 
feet from the newspaper office. 
WKY is 150 miles from Hobart. 

In addition, and ai the proper 
time. WKY news editor. Bruce 
Palmer, tipped the AP and UP state 
bureaus and the Oklahoma City 
newspapers to the story. When he 
called Hobart to verify the walkout, 
he learned that the newspapers 
there didn’t know anything about it. 

The students walked out as a pro- 
test in an effort to get higher gal- 
(aries paid to teachers. The walkout 
developed after the Oklahoma State 
Senate passed an $18.000,000 bill in- 
stead of a $26,000,000 bill sponsored 
the Oklahoma Educational Assn. 


Ready FM Primer 


Washington, March 
The FM Assn. is sponsoring 
cation of an “FM Program 
and hopes to have it ready for the 
Assn.’s New England regional meet- 
ing April 14, in Albany. FMA execu- 
tive director J. N. Bailey said today. 
Martin Deane Wickett. former 
i station manager of WTOP-CBS, now 
a private consultant in the radio and 
imusie fields, will author the primer, 
which is expected to guide the falter- 
ing footsteps of the several hundred 
|}newcomers who are “wetting their 
‘feet’ in FM. 
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Revenooers Nix 20%, Cabaret Tax 
On Bar-Room Video; TBA’s Victory 


Bureau of Internal Revenue, Mon- | 
Gay (24), decided television is not 
live entertainment and so is not sub- 
ject to the 20% cabaret tax in bars, 
festaurant and cafes. 

Bureau's commitment to nix the | 


tax was made in person to TBA | 
president J. R. Poppele, it was un- 
derstood Poppele had _ protested 


while 
radio 


levy of the tax on television 
all other mechanical devices— 
sets. Muzak, juke boxes—were ex- 
empt. Poppele also pointed to the 


educational and public service fea- | 


tures of tele as opposed to its purely 
entertainment function. 

Meanwhile, the Radio Manufac- 
turers Assn. addressed a similar re- 
quest to the Internal Revenue Bu- 
reau last Friday (21). The 
came from Bond Geddes, exec vice- 
president of RMA and was sent to 
Charles J. Valaer, acting deputy 
commissioner, Internal Revenue Bu- 
réeau. 

An additional argument that Con- 
gress did not intend to include tele- 
vision in the enactment of its excise 
fax laws was made by RMA. For 
example, RMA said, in application 
of the 10% radio manufacturers’ ex- 
cise tax, the Internal Revenue Bu- 
reau has ruled the tax is not ap- 
plicable to tele receivers but only 
to the proportion of radio com- 
ponents in television sets. 

Internal Revenue men said that 
the 20% ruling had not been widely 
applied to tele. In most cases, the 

ureau asked for more info on such 
counts as location of the receiver, 
size of screen, and degree of visi- 
bility to patrons. 





TBA Victory 

Bureau of Internal Revenue’s de- 
cision to rescind the tax from bars 
with tele sets represents a feather 
in the cap of the Television Broad- 
casters Assn. 

In a letter to TBA prexy Jack R. 
Poppele, received at the TBA home- 
office yesterday (Tues.), Collector 
of Internal Revenue Joseph OD. 
Nunan declared his decision that 
the tax would be discriminatory 
was based entirely on the confabs 
with Poppele and on a letter sent 
to the Bureau later by-~ Poppele, 
stating the TBA’s views on the sub- 
ject in full. 


Video Horn Blown 
By Coast Rivals 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Coincident with “T-Week,’ Don 
Lee issued to the trade a list of its 
historical “firsts,’ thereby demon- 
sirating the intense rivalry that ex- 
ists here, and heightening the con- 
test between the two operating sta- 
tions, Don Lee’s W6XAO, and 
Paramount, KTLA. It augurs to 
increase the rivalry in which all 
seven will be involved by year’s 
end—with or without an Academy 
of Television Arts and Sciences— 
or a referee. 

Some 28 highlights are listed in 
the two-page log, listed chrono- 
logically as they occurred and with 
heavy detail. It is presumed to be 
directed right at the operating op- 





position since there have _ been 
claims and_  counter-claims from 
both sides. Among “firsts” are re- 


ception in an aeroplane, telefilm of 
a disaster, full length motion pic- 
ture, religious service, baseball, 
boxing, etc. 

Paramount's KTLA claims a new 
distance record in image reception 
that is passibly the world’s topper. 
But in declaring itself received 150 
miles away, in Mexico, it was 
quickly followed by Don Lee's 
W6XAO which claims to be able to 
equal that—with less advantage. 
Formerly both claimed a distance 
of 115 miles, in San Diego. 

Paramount claim was first hinted 
at a meeting of the Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences by 
Klaus Landesberg, director. 
four kilowatts operating from a 
height of nearly 6,000 feet atop Mt. 
Wilson, it claims reception over a 
radius of 250 miles. Don Lee, at 
2,000 feet on 
Hollywood and with similar power, 


states it, too, can do it—if Par can. | 





Raleigh—Joe N. Brown, of Salis- 
ury, named announcer at WSTP, 
Raleigh He'd been working at 
VSAZ, Huntington, W. Va., for the 
; year and a half since his dis- 
arge from the Navy. 


Washington, March 25. " 


letter | 


With | 


Mt. Lee, in sight of | 





More Flexible Tele 


Camera Device Set 
Hollywood, March 25. 
the 


new 


Harold 


gineer for Lee 


vented a control console that 


permits increased flexibility in cam- | 


era direction. Instrument is a cross- 


fade cabinet, facilitating switching 
from one camera to another and the 
handling of 
it minimizes 


edges. 


pauses and jagged 
It is believed to be the first such 
instrument of its kind, designed 
specifically as an improvement of 
standard manufactured mix.:«g pan- 
els. Standard knob and button sys- 
tem is replaced in it and system 
simplified via the use of eight 
knobs only instead of duplicate 
numbers of each. 


NAB's FM Dept 
Vs. Indie FMA 
Set for Hearing 


Washington, March 25. 

Relation of NAB’s FM Department 
to the newly-organized and aggres- 
sive independent FM Assn. will be 
headlined at a meeting Thursday 
|(27) of NAB’s FM Executive Com- 
mittee. Group will meet in New 
| York under chairmanship of Walter 
|Damm, WTMJ and WTMJ-FM Mil- 
waukee. 
| Meanwhile, two of the committee 
| members, Everett Dillard and Leon- 
j}ard Asch, who also are directors of 





‘the new FM Assn., are unable to | 


| attend the meeting. Both are in- 
volved in FCC hearings and sought 
| to have locale of the NAB meeting 
shifted to Washington. 

Role of NAB’s FM department 
ineeds clarification since FMA has 
been so active. The new group was 
)set up as a “promotion” organization 
exclusively, but has taken the lead 
in working on problems of FM- 
aviation interference in New York 
|City and in the possible need for 
| wider separation of FM stations in 
‘the same community. 
| NAB’'s FM Department has been 
mum on both problems. Other mat- 
ters on the NAB committee agenda 
are: FM channel reservation; pro- 
motional activities and dealer co- 
operation; engineering standards; re- 
ceiver distribution, and the AKFM’s 
rule on non-duplication of FM pro- 
grams. 


Experts Mull Radio 
Beefs in New Panel 


| Keyed to the current hue and cry 
for improvement of radio fare, new 
| panel show called “Listener's Grand- 
|stand” is being auditioned for net- 
work and agency reps in New York. 

Show has a group of radio ex- 
|perts answering letters from listen- 
‘ers airing complaints, comments 
}and suggestions for bettering pro- 
| grame. In a private showcasing this 
| week, panel had columnists Ben 
Gross and John Crosby in critics’ 
chairs, Bill Slater and Tiny Ruffner 
defending radio, and Albert N. Wil- 
liams of Saturday Review of Lit- 
erature as moderator. 

Producer is Joan Sinclaire. She 
got leave of absence as assistant 
| producer, talent coordinator and 
}editorial director of Martha Round- 
|tree’s “Leave It to the Girls” to 
|} whip up show in collaboration with 
Fred Taylor. 

















Mex Set Dearth 
Mexico City, March 25. 

Receiving set dearth is the reason 
for television not being in Mexico 
|now, according to Emilio Azcarraga, 
|head of the syndicate of his name 
that operates radio stations XEW, 
;XEQ and XEOY, Mexico's largest, 
and the film houses Alameda, Olim- 
pia and Bucareli, all here, He's 
readying a television station chain, 
the hub of which, a 50,000-watter, 
will be here. 

Azcarraga thinks the end of sum- 
mer will see video receiving sets 





spreading in Mexico, 


chief television en- | 
here, has in- | 


fades, dissolves, etc., as | 


VIDEO ACAD, SOCIETY 
MAY AMALGAMATE 


Hollywood, March 25. 

The merger of the veteran Amer- 
ican Television Society and _ the 
new-born Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences looms. At the 
last meeting of the Academy, two 
weeks ago, Klaus Landesberg, di- 
rector of Television Productions, 
Inc. (KTLA), stated George Shu- 
pert, Society prexy, had instructed 
him to invite the amalgamation. 

Academy meeting also developed 
the establishment of membership 
qualification rules and the setting of 





initiation and dues. The member- 
ship will be broken up into three 
classifications, regular, life and 


honorary. Dues and 


the time being will be $10 annually. | 


Life membership goes to _ past 
| prexies. Regular members must be | 


active in video or in related or con- 
tributing arts. 


3 N. Y. FMers 





Washington, March 25 

FCC announced today (25) that it 
thas approved a shift of frequencies 
| for three New York FM outlets to 
avoid interference with 
landing systems at LaGuardia Field. 
| Trouble is caused by deficient war- 
surplus aircraft radio equipment 
which cannot be replaced or cor- 
;rected for several months. 

The stations affected are WBAM, 
the Bamberger Broadcasting Co. sta- 
tion; WGYN, and WYNC-FM. They 





until March 1, °48. The aviation 
equipment company, Aeronautical 
Radio, Inc., has agreed to pay for the 
shift, which will cost anywhere from 
$300 to $1,000 per station. 

| WNYC-FM will move to FM chan- 
}nel 231 and WGYN to 251. WBAM 
is Making propagation tests for FCC 
on other than its regularly assigned 
channel and when those tests are 
completed will go off the air until 
| March 1, °48. 


Hartford Paper, Station 
Combine on Youth Forum 
Helps Cement Two Media 


Hartford, March 25. 

Station WDRC and the Hartford 
Courant are demonstrating the ex- 
tent toward which the two diverse 
mediums can work together in har- 
mony. Recently, at the request of 
the paper, the station donated a 
weekly half-hour slot for a youth 
airer, “The Parade of Youth Forum,” 
in which teenagers debate pros and 
cons of contemporary topics under 
the guidance of James Looby, editor 
of the Courant’s Sunday supplement 
section. Shot is aired Saturday a.m. 

The Courant owned its own radio 
station here in the early twenties, 
later giving it up and developing a 
slight case of anti-radio. However, 
in last few years, 
changed view again and is utilizing 
radio for its own self promotion. 

In October 1944, the station and 
paper started a nightly 10-minute 
newscast from editorial offices of 
ithe sheet. This was followed later 
with addition of a second and then 
|a third newscast from the daily. As 








sults and other tie-in special events 
coverage. Station's publicity man is 
Jack Zaiman, member of the Cour- 
ant’s reportorial staff. He carries his 
own weekly show, “The Headliners 
| Club,” on station with plug for 
paper. 
| 


| 


CBS Advisory Board 


| Elects New Members 


| Reelection of seven 
| the Columbia 
Board and 








members of 
Affliates © Advisory 
election of two new 
members, was announced today 
(Wed). Latter two are Richard Bo- 
‘rel, WBNS, Columbus, O., succeed- 
ing Frank C. Eighmey, WTAD, 
Quincy, Ill., and George Higgins. 
KSO, Des Moines, replacing Arthur 
Church, KMBC, Kansas City. 
Returned to the board were I. R. 
Lounsberry, WGR, Buffalo, and E. E. 
Hill, WTAG, Worcester, chairman 
and secretary of the 1946 board: 
C. T. Lucy, WRVA, Richmond: 
Glenn Marshall, WMBR, Jackson- 
ville; Howard Summerville, WWL, 
New Orleans; Kenyon Brown, 
KOMA, Oklahoma City, and Clyde 





Coombs, KARM, Fresno, Cal. 


initiation for | 


Face Dial Shifts 


aviation | 


| will operate on their new bands only | 


the paper has | 


a public service, the paper has been | 
supplying WDRC with election re- | 


es 
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Getting Hunk on a V. P. 


H+4444444444¢ By CARROLL CARROLL ++++4+++¢4405 


Hollywood. 

I was in one of the more baroque beaneries in Beverly Hills the Other 
day and I met the vice-president of an old conservative Chicago firm, I 
got to meet him because he's in charge of advertising and likes to talk to 
| radio people. Well, he really doesn’t like to talk to them. He thinks he 
should. It is, he confided in me, part of his job. I was worthy of his confis 
‘dence because he’d seen me quoted in Fortune and naturally felt just that 

much closer to me. 

Our meeting had been completely unexpected, So, of course, my three. 
button, single-breasted, dark blue unfinished worsted was home in the moth 
closet. So were my plain tip black oxfords and the dark blue poplin tie 
with the light blue pin spots I always wear with my white-on-white shirt 
with the French cuffs and the stays in the collar. He caught me in my 
| regular Hollywood lunching outfit, a cerise cardigan with solid gold but. 

tons. mauve slacks, a- green gingham shirt and open-toed moccasins. But 
| I didn’t mind. I was more conservatively dressed than he was. 

It isn’t often that you see the v.p. in charge of advertising of an old, 





conservative Chicago firm dressed the way this man was dressed. It isn't 
often you see anybody dressed as he was. His coat was of black and white 


shepherd plaid, very high wasited with a long, flaring skirtish-peplum 
effect and the five-ply back with a band of braid around the waist that 
was so popular among the finale-hoppers during 1917 and 1918. The front 
of the coat had slash pockets lined with braid, leather buttons and very 
high peaked lapels that stuck up over his shoulders and looked from the 
back like lower-case ears. All the seams on the coat had those little tri. 
angular bits of braid that used to be known in the men’s ready-to-wear 
business as blumellehs. 

The trousers didn’t match the coat. Part of them would have matched a 
billiard table. In fact they looked as if someone with a geometrical turn 
of mind had bled carefully measured squares while some happy hustler 
'ran pool on him, These were peg-topped and bell-bottomed, a tailoring 
effect never before achieved even in the days of the Columbia Wheel. 
| There was nothing else unusual about this vice-president’s outfit except 
that his vest was cream-colored with a pink and light blue Tattersal over. 
lay, cut with very long points at the bottom, reverse at the top and held 
| together by links of large smoked nacre buttons. Standing just as he was 
| in Ascot tie, and tan bulldog shoes to match, his ensemble could have 
| attracted all the attention from the main attraction at a Traveling Sales- 
; man’s Smoker. And yet he wore these clothes with the same calm assur- 
| ance that he spoke to me about his radio program. It was, he told me, 

the program that properly represented his concern. I asked him how he 
| knew and he laughingly explained it was all very simple. He just told the 
| writers exactly what he wanted and they gave it to him. 

I was amazed that a man who found it so simple to get from radio writers 
exactly what he wanted should wear such an outfit. It couldn’t be, I rea- 
soned, because he was an eccentric, one of the characters in the business, 
No one gets to be one of those, nor to effect the fantastic in dress, until 
| he’s the president and damnwell established as such. 
| 


a 


It was a long time before I slowly drew out of him the story of his 
clothes. They were, he said, exactly what his tailor assured him was 
needed to sustain the contact with show business he found implicit in his 
radio activities. 

“Don't you feel kind of conspicuous?” I asked. 

Sartorial Spotlight 

He told me he secretly did but that his tailor promised him the feeling 
of being continually stared at would make him act like a bigger man. “As 
a matter of fact,” he admitted, “I hate these clothes. Before I came to 
Hollywood, I asked my tailor to make me something very conservative in 
a dark brown cashmere, three-button sack. I even sketched the sack for 
him. He said he understood perfectly what I wanted and when I came 
back this is what he handed me.” 

“Why did you take it?” I asked because I am naive. 

“I had no alternative. My tailor effectively answered every objection 
| I offered concerning the details of these garments. He pointed out that 

the suit was inspired by an old harlequin formula, that had always been 
good, one of the oldest formulae in show business; that Hal Skelly had 
won sensational success in the first Broadway production of “Burlesque” 
with the type of lapels I have here. The whole coat, he told me, is exactly 
like the one Jack Donohue was wearing the day he first auditioned for 
Charles B. Dillingham. The upper part of the pants*are identical to those 
worn by Joe Weber and the beil-bottoms, combined for the first time with 
peg-tops, practically made a milliona’:« out af the artist John Held, Jr.” 

“The vest is a slight switcheroo and cleanup on the one worn by Mar- 
celine at the peak of his Hippodrome fame,” he continued, “and for that 
conservative class that is naturally associated with our product he sug- 
gested I wear the Ascot tie worn by my grandfather the day he stole the 
business from the farmer who founded it.” 

“It’s an amazing thing,” I said, “but I still can’t understand how a tailor 
could give out that kind of talk and make it convincing enough to carry 
| his point.” 
| “I have a very unusual man. He hasn't always been a tailor. 

he’s only been in tailoring a few months.” 

“What was he before that?” I asked, becoming a perfect straight man, 
“to make you buy something you obviously don’t want and don't like and 
| yet put up with gracicusly?” 
| “He used to be,” my friend the vice-president said with great serious- 
| ness, “a radio writer.” 

“Yes, they're very convincing guys,” I had to agree. 
ask somebody's advice?” 

“Oh, definitely. When I bought the clothes the-radio head of our ad- 
, Vertising agency was with me and said they suited me perfectly.” 


‘Ladies’ Picks Up Toni ws | GOV'T CONTROL OF AIR 
Coin in Shift to Chi) MULLED FOR HOLLAND 


Chicago, March 25. | 
Amsterdam, March 25. 


| Johnny Olsen show, “Ladies Be | 
Seated,” moves from N. Y. to Chi Dutch broadcasting format con- 
tinues muddled and, in an effort to 


with only the Tuesday and Thurs- 
|day 3:15-3:30 p.m. (EST) segment! clarify the situation, there's a strong 








In fact, 


“But didnt you 


unsold, Aud participation show !movement underway to have the 
Signed Toni Products, St. Paul, to| government assume control of the 
three-a-week — sponsorship. Com- | airwaves. Political groups also are 


pany will plug its hair-set prepara-|a problem since many of them, in- 

von, ‘cluding the Communists, are pres- 
First 15 mintues of half-hour | SUting for broadcast time. 

show is sponsored by Quaker Oats| Four associations are currently 

five times a week. | broadcasting through the two chan- 

inels of Radio Hilversum. These are 





° AVRO (so-called neuiral radio 
Making Converts assn.), KRO (Katholic Radio ¢ “i 
Los Angeles, March 25 NCRV (Protestant Co.) and VAR 


(Social Democratic Co.). Shortwave 
is already government-controlled. 
Some quarters feel that rather than 
turn radio over to the government 
it’s better to go on with the existing 


Fan attendance at Various sports 
events in Los Angeles has not suf- 
fered at the hands of television. If 
anything attendance has been upped, 


FO tg to Klaus Landsberg, | method in an improved manner. 
irector of KTLA, who says he’s In times of stress and national 
quoting promoters. 


emergency, it’s been noted, all four 
Persons who previously cared lit- | nets usually unite in broadcastin8 
tle or nothing for sports have been 


a common program. For example, 





; 





on ies 





converted and now want first hand 


_ Views in arenas of events introduced 
‘to them on video sereens. 





princess 


some weeks ago when @ re 
was born, webs joined for spec’ 
airings. 
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ar Toppers Baffled: Move to Gain 
Control of DuMont Seen Unlikely 


Paramount _ television 
given 60 days by the FCC to give 
up their interests in DuMont or 
their three video applications for 
Dallas, Boston and Detroit, are cur- 
rently wracking their brains to find 
a solution to the problem. Paul Rai- 
pourn, 


Television Productions, the com- | 
pany’s wholly-owned tele subsid- 
iary, declared Monday (24) that no 


decision had yet been reached. 

FCC's ruling, handed down coin- 
cidentally with the color 
cision, also affected bids from Du- 
Mont for Cleveland and Cincinnati 
Commission declared, however, that 
if Par and DuMont come in with a 
plan before expiration.of the 60-day 
reprieve, more time will be given 
them. Ruling is backgrounded in 
the FCC’s declaration last month 
that Par exercised at least working 
control of DuMont, as well as the 
Interstate Circuit of Dallas. 
companies together were on record 
for a total of 11 tele applications, 
although the commission’s limit is 
five owned-and-operated stations to 
a customer. 

As the situation now 
owns the entire block of 
shares of DuMont B stock, 
gives it the right to elect 
the company’s eight directors. 
meet 
out its interest, Par would have to 
give up all the stock, which would 
probably be bought by insiders and 
then eventually distributed to the 
public. 

In addition, individual Par execs, 
including prexy Barney Balaban, 
own a large share, but not a ma- 
jority, of the 1,500,000 shares of A 
stock. It’s possible that Par might 
consider trying to buy up enough A 
stock to gain the right to elect two 
more directors, which would give it 
control over DuMont. That move is 
considered unlikely, however, since 
the A _ stock is sold across the 
counter and any move by Par to bid 
for it in the open market would 
push the price skyhigh, with little 
likelihood that the present owners, 


stands, Par 
560,000 

which 
three of 
To 


most of them DuMont execs, would | 


be willing to sell. 

Most likely course for Par to pur- 
sue, consequently, is to let the 60 
days elapse and dismiss the claims 
for the three other stations. Then, 


if Par toppers finally make up their | 


minds to sell the stock, there would 
be nothing to prevent them from 


refiling for the stations and so still | 


retain 
casting. 


Tele News Beat Score 
Sure to Rise Due to New 
NBC-Soviet Film Deal 


Deal between NBC television and 
the Soviet government for NBC to 


their place in tele broad- 





get television rights to newsreel and | 


special features made in Russia is 
expected to boost the number of 
news beats consistently scored by 
television over the commercial U.S. 
newsreels, 

With the commercial reels today 
cut off from Soviet news except for 
major events such as the 
Big Four foreign ministers’ confab, 
which is covered under a_ pooling 
arrangement, they receive only those 
clips from Russia sent them by the 
Soviet government. These are usu- 
ally confined to events such as the 
Moscow May Day parade, which of- 
ten reach U.S. screens from three to 
Six months after their occurrence. 
Soviet government, however, sends 
Over plenty of 
material for licensing to theatres by 
Artkino, distribs for Russian pix in 
the U. S., but none of this is avail- 
able to the newsreels, 


NBC video, on the other hand, will 
have free access to all such material, 
Plus other films not handled by 
Artkino. Under the deal, NBC wiil 
fly all film from Russia on a regular 
basis for presentation over WNBT, 


the web's N.Y. video outlet, and ulti- | 


mately to other stations linked to 
the NBC tele network, Among the 
first films to be flown over are 20 
two-reel specials which include 
Stories of industrial development in 
the Soviet Union and cultural 
achievements, such as the works of 
Shostakovitch, Prokofiev and other 
composers and artists. 

Deal was worked out with the 
Soviet government by John F. Royal, 
NBC exec veepee over television, 
and Robert Magidoff, the web's Mos- 
Sow correspondent, 


toppers, += 





Next Question! 
Hollywood, March 25. 
Complacent radio hams are 
pointedly reminded of the pit- 
falls of television in the current 





Par veepee and prexy of | 


video de- | 


the FCC’s demands of selling | 


current | 


up-to-date feature | 


issue of “Dial Log” AFRA 
heuse organ here. 
A highly 


illustrative cartoon, 


the creation of Daws Butler, 
shows two gals, one a looker 
and the other a horror, with 


the latter saying, “What's so great 
television?” while the 


bosomy one smiles in reply. 


about 


FCC to Press For 


Color Research 


Washington, March 25. 
keep a 
see that 

live up to 

speed 





Three | 


FCC will 
| peeled to 
| Dumont 
}and color video, 
FCC Commissioner E. K. Jett 
| Variety last Friday (21). The FCC 
ldecision, as Jett sees it, “gives a 
iclear green light to black and white 
itele but at the time recog- 
nizes that coler is on its way.” 

| When asked how FCC or anybody 
|else could force RCA-NBC or 
| Dumont to turn out a color set four 
to five years from now, Jett pointed 
'to Section 303(g) of the Communi- 
cations Act which obligates the Com- 
mission to study new uses of radio 
| and “to encourage the larger and 
{more effective use of radio in the 
| public interest.” That provision, he 
lsaid, gives FCC authority to elbow 
the researchers in color video. 


weather 
RCA-NBC 
their 
research on 


eye 
and 
promises 


Same 


NEW PRODUCTION UNIT 


5 


Chicago, March 25. 


New entry intu the local television 
| field, 
Inc., announced 
B. Rodner, recently television direc- 


Television 


election of Ardien 


tor for Commonwealth 


its president. Organization will 
direct its efforts towards the produc- 
tion end of television, servicing ad- 
and 


vertising agencies 

rather than competing with them. 
Other officers are Norman Lind- 

quist, veepee in charge of sales, who 


monwealth: A. Donovan Faust, vee- 
pee and director of programming, | 
freelance television producer for J. | 
Walter Thompson and WGN staff 
announcer; and Albert Sisco, sec | 
and treasurer, veepee and general | 
manager of Sisco-Hamilton Candy | 
Co. 

Regular staff members of TAP are 





John B. Gibney, production man- 
ager, who was formerly announcer 
and producer for WMAQ and the 
Georgia netwotk and news editor 


and field and special effects director 
for Chicago's only television station, 
WBKB, and Leonard Nathanson, | 
script editor, who has written sev- | 
eral radio shows, among them “First | 
Nighter.” “Grand Central Station,” 
|“CBS Playhouse” and Milton Berle'’s | 
show for Ballantine Ale. Associated 
staff members are Sherman Marks, 
Bill Vance and Jerry Walker. 

New company’s first major effort 
was the producing and directing of | 
a 25-hour week of programs on 
KSTV for the introduction of tele- 
vision in St. Louis several weeks ago 
and plans are underway to open an 
office in that city shortly. 





, ~~ 

Hubbell Leaves Crosley 

4 | 
For Own Consulting Co. 
New motion 
picture consulting firm has been or- 
ganized by Richard W. Hubbell, who 
resigned from the exec staff of Cros- 
ley Broadcasting in Cincinnati to 
head up the organization Named 


Richard. W. Hubbell and Associates, 
the firm will offer consultant service 


television, radio and 


broadcasters, ad agencies and adver- 
tisers. 


next month in Radio 
| City, N. Y. In addition to the Cincy 
| homeoffice. offices have also been 
| with a fifth planned for Chicago later 
jin the year 


established 


told | 


SETS UP IN CHI FIELD 


Edison, as | 


stations | 


was associated with Rodner at Com- | 


to non-competitive clients, including | 


Permanent headquarters are to be | 


Coast to See ‘Angels’ 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Ceast baseball will get first regu- 
lar televising over Paramount's 
KTLA starting in April. Agreement 
has been reached between station 
and Los Angeles Angels with latter 
getting undisclosed sum for video 
rights. 

No contract signed as yet but word 
of both sides given in deal. 


KLAC Cops Muscle 








Hollywood, March 25. 


The Dorothy Thackrey _ station 
ere, KLAC, celebrated its first 
‘year of operation last. week—and 
}almost simultaneously announced 


first Coast 
television 


| the 
| operation. 
| 


deal for baseball on 
for its planned expanded 
Via a two-way deal with 
the Los Angeles Baseball Club 
}station has acquired first refusal 
rights on tele for 1948 season base- 
| ball, plus an exelusive on all of this 


'and next season’s games of the An- | 


gels Stars, 
this 
Acme 


and Hollywood 
edly grossing $85,000 
from Signal Oil and 
the 


report- 

season 
Beer foi 
ballg: 
Don Fedderson, 
| States he expects the station to hit 
its peak in June of this year after 
a steady climb Hooperwise that has 


mes 


g.m. and v-p, 


| 


put its morning hours sessions with ! 
| gril ; 

|Al Jarvis in the lead among com- 
peting indies. In some instances it 


}even betters net stations, according 
| to the December-January compara- 
| tive ratings. 
With all and 


professional college 


Stadium fights in tow, with Pan- 
Pacific Auditorium hockey con- 
tracted for and a deal on for the 


airing of the daily feature race at 
Hollywood Park this season, it's fig- 
ured the station has achieved its 
aim to corner’ sports—its main 
pitch. 

Now one of the seven licensed 
prospective operators, KLAC ex- 
pects to be on the air by this vear’s 
end, starting with televised base- 
ball in the summer of 1948. 


Ft. Industry Picks Up 
Second Franchise In 


2296 Detroit Station 


Washington, March 25. 


Commander George Storer’s Fort 
Industry Co. picked up a second tel- 
evision franchise last Thursday (20) 
when FCC assigned the company 
video channel No. 2 in Detroit. Ft. 


Advertising Prod., | 


Industry already has a permit in | 


Toledo. 
Company will spend $229,000 on 


its video station and program 121 
hours a month at the outset. John 
Koepf will supervise the station's 


operation, 

At the same time last week, FCC 
authorized DuMont’s WABD, N. Y.. 
to resume regular program sched- 


| ules for a 90-day stretch, using its | 
; new 


equipment and antenna. Be- 
fore the 90 days is up, DuMont must 
modify its construction permit at 
FCC and show Satisfactory “proof of 
performance” under the new op- 
eration. 

Earlier in the week, FCC received 
application from Sarkes Tarzian, 
electronics engineer, for tele chan- 
nel No. 10 for a new station in 
Bloomington, Ind. Tarzizn expects 
to build his own station for under 
$40,000 and to design receivers to 
sell around $200 apiece. 


San Diego Looks to H’ wood 
For Video Showings 


Hollywood, March 25. 

San Diegans will get their televi- 
|sion across the mountains—from Los 
Angeles, that is. 

Now without a licensee of its own 
and almost certain to be even 
a relay outlet, San Diego is digging 
in—or up-to greet programming 
from the north, 115 miles distant. 
Engineers report that interested 
‘persons there are already building 
homemade receivers and otherwise 
preparing for direct pickup of pro- 
grams from here and L.A. 





sans 


The situation is particularly true 
of persons living on its. many hills 
in line of vision with L.A. In cases 
where geographical location is un- 
‘suitable, San Diegans will probably 
_share community antennae located 
atop hills and dripping with in- 
dividual lead-in wires 


Antics for Tele: 


the | 


basketball signed, with the Olympic. | 


opcoin Advertisers Dip Into Tele 
Now That Color Question Is Set: 
Radio Likely to Feel Billings Drain 








Newspaper Breather 
Newspaper industry is just as 
pleased as the black and white 


television proponents with the 
FCC's color video decision—but 
for a different reason Editorial 
titled “An ‘E’ for CBS” in the 
| current issue of Editor and Pub- 
lisher declares that a “ruling in 
favor of color television on a 
commercial basis would have 
brought the newspaper business 
face to face with a competitive 


giagt within a short time.” 


“Instead,” the editorial savs, 
“the FCC found that color tele- 
vision isn’t ready yet, and that 


gives the newspapers about five 
more years, at the most, to learn 
how to put some color into their 
printed pages and how to other- 
wise improve their medium for 
the dust settles 
in the monochrome-versus-poly- 
chrome video war, CBS deserves 
to get at least a big ‘E’ for try- 
ing.” 


advertisers As 








Tele Dilemma “::". 


CBS television, its $3,000,000 gam- 
ble on color video resolved into a 
|lost cause through the FCC's denial 
;of its color petition, was stuck on 
ithe horns of a dilemma this week. 
| Already committed in its testimony 
|before the FCC to give up further 
plugging for color, and 
to retain its place as a black and 
|white tele pioneer, the web fotind 
itself with only its N. Y. outlet avail- 
able for telecasting and no im- 
| mediate possibilities of being able to 
}compete with the network services 
lof other video broadcasters. 

CBS toppers remained immersed 
in intensive confabs over the week- 
lerid but, according to web prexy Dr. 


iu. s 


weeks 
n Ho n () | has also 
0 r S ;night weather 


determined | 


¢ Results of the FCC’s nix on CBS 


color television last week are al- 
ready reverberating throughout the 
|ecountry and in a manner prompting 


ltele enthusiasts to believe their 
jlong-suffering industry may finally 
struggle out of the rut in which it’s 


| been mired so long. In the 
Mortimer Loew}, as- 
DuMont, it’s 


happened 


of Commander 

the 
the “greatest thing that’s 
to television since the 


t discovered.” 


sistant to 


prexy of 


medium was 


First and foremost, of course, is 
the impetus given the production of 
j}receiver sets by the decision Al- 
most equally important is the fact 
that the ruling has started to lure 
topcoin advertisers into the fold, 


Although it’s too early to determine 


the plans of potential sponsors, sev- 
eral of the largest have begun to 
ijshow signs of interest. In addition, 


Genera] Foods announced this week 
start of a series of one-hour 
WNBT ‘NBC, N. Y.) 
Thursday April 3 
8-9 p.m. 

Rubber 
Hoopla” 
for an 


the 
snows on 
every beginning 
from 
has renewed the 
show on WNBT 
additional 13 


“Campus 
Friday nights 


and Botany Worsted Mills 
repacted for its Friday 
reports on the same 


station. Both Bulova and Elgin have 


renewed their contracts for time 
over WNBT and even CBS 
benefits from the decision. 
Elgin has signed to sponsor time 


signals preceding and following the 


weekend baseball games carried 


over WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.). Or- 
der, totalling 44 spots, supplements 
| Elgin’s current weekly schedule of 
two Sunday night time signals on 
ithe station. 

Radio, too, is expected to be af- 
fected by the color decision. With 
the pursestrings gradually being 
drawn tighter around AM adver- 
tising, entry of topspending spon- 


(Continued 


on page 44) 


DuMont Low Cost Tele 
| Station Seen Boon To 


|Frank M. Stanton, “no special an- 
jnouncement of our plans” is, con- 
‘templated. Stanton reiterated that 


| dere 
}everything CBS plans to do in tele- 


| vision was included in its testimony 
| before the FCC. In addition, he de- 
|clared, the statement given to VARIE- 


‘ty last month still holds, to the ef- 


|work in black and white video 
;should the FCC nix come through. 

Chief factor now blocking the 
;establishmeftt of a CBS tele net is 


| $90,000, 
i methods to 


'fect the web would continue active |, prospective tele operator to begin 


|fact that the web may be shut off | 


from outlets in the kev cities. 
While NBC, ABC, DuMont and other 
outfits have petitioned for their full 
quota of five owned-and-operated 
stations, most of which have been 
granted, CBS confined its interests 


In addition, the web toppers re- 
portedly advised CBS radio affiliates 
to hold back from applying for sta- 
tions on the assumption the color 
petition would be okayed. 

Only way the web can set up its 
own skein of video stations, conse- 
quently, is to buy out the interests 


only to WCBS-TV, the N. Y. outlet. | 


| need 


of those outfits already granted ap- | 


plications, with all such deals sub- 
ject to FCC approval. As far as is 
known, only one or two CBS radio 
affiliates have petitioned for black 
and white stations, indicating that 
| unless the web can work out affilia- 
ition deals with other outfits for tele 
| programming, it will be shut off in 
this way also. a 

Until more definite announcement 
of CBS’ plans is made, it’s 
believed the web will concentrate its 
energies first on extending the N. Y. 
video market. Deals with 
already programming on the N. Y. 
station are assumed to provide for 
either color or black and white 
broadcasting, signifying that CBS— 
with General Foods and Ford co- 
sponsoring the Brooklyn Dodgers 
games this year plus other sponsors 
bankrolling studio shows—wil]l re- 
main in the forefront of N. Y. tele- 
casters, 


sponsors 


Rochester — Willard DeMarse, 
WHEC announcer who as “Uncle 
Dan” has read the Democrat & 
Chronicle Sunday comics over the 
air for six years, taking the various 


character roles, has resigned to join | 


| WROM, Rome, Ga. He will be in 
icharge of special programs. 


Sntall Town B’ casters 


DuMont tele execs, who last week 
announced plans for a new low cost 
video station to market at less than 
are currently mapping 
make it still easier for 


broadcasting by offering the equip- 
ment on an easy-payment plan. An- 
nouncement of the station, follow- 
ing close on the heels of the color 
video ruling, is expected to hypo 
substantially the number of small 
station operators entering the in- 
dustry within the next year. 

Low cost station was devised by 
DuMont engineers through a unique 
upplication of the RCA - produced 
image orthicon cameras to the tele- 
vising of film, which eliminates the 
for a_ film projection room. 
With the system, a_e smalitown 
broadcaster could operate a station 
with only two i.o.’s, a transmitter, 
DuMont’s translucent rear projec- 
tion screen with its special prism 
and a special 16m projector. Latter 
operates at 30 frames per second, 
instead of the conventional 24 
frames, Entire setup, selling for 
$90,000. would be more than 64% 
below the cost of most present sta- 
tions. 

DuMont decided to use the i.o., 
according to veepee Leonard F. 
Cramer. because of its extreme sen- 
sitivity, which enables it to scan 
film under normal room lighting 
conditions. Cramer pointed out that 
than 20‘; of all film available 
to video has heretofore been tech- 
nically satisfactory, whereas the 
new system should make 80° of 
all film satisfactory. 

Since an operator utilizing the 
new system will concentrate mostly 
on film, it will also boost the possi- 
bilities of network service to the 
public when coupled with DuMont’s 


less 


| teletranscripter. Latter machine, 
still under development, records on 
ifilm a live show. Programs pro- 


‘cities, consequently, can 


i several} 


duced by top advertisers in the key 
be recorded 
in this way and then flown to sta- 
tions in all parts of the country for 
showing immediately afterwards, If 
there’s no rush to farm the film out 
to the hinterlands, the sponsor will 
be able to amortize the cost of his 
original production over a period of 
years. 
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Ontario Premier, CBC Feud Over 
Net Airing of Dominion Relations 


4 
. 


Montreal, March 25. 
Battle-royal between Premier 
Drew of Ontario and the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. has developed as 
a result of charge by Drew that CBC 
“Capital Report.” airer by news 
commentator Wilfrid Eggleston 


dealing with Dominion-provincial 
relatiol was deliberately aimed at 
ful er aggravating the touchy sit- 
Saal 
] nee and Dominion have 
been tiffing for years, mainly ove! 
! cla autonomy as it effects 
ixa mn Talk to coordinate tne 
yste broke dow! re- 
between the Dominion, On- 


tario and Quebec. 


CBC Chairman A. Davidson Dun- 
ton. Thursday (20), in one of the 
most vigorously - worded  pubiic 
statement’s he’s yet issued, said 
Drew's charge that the airer was a 
CBC plan to promote some propa- 
ganda line was “unfounded and un- 
fai: CBC policy, Dunton said, is 


hire impartial 
who will present 


to commission or and 


qualified people ob- 





oe 


jective analysis of the nev 

Drew, speaking in the Ontario 
Legislature, seemed mainly to object 
to the fact that Eggleston hinted that * 
further conferences between the 
provinces and the Dominion were 
unlikely. This, the Premier thought, 
was a definite attempt by the CBC 


to establish a “propaganda line” that 
the provinces (Quebec and Ontario), 
were even unwilling to negotiate in 
matters of health and social welfare. 
This, as Drew interpreted it, would 


| this 


place all the guilt on the provinces. | 


Eggleston, 
legation, 
tention 
in any 


denying the Drew al- 
ciarmed there was no in- 
to twist the news report 
particular way. All he in- 
tended, he said, was to bring to his 
listeners attention the bad _ state 
of Dominion-provincial relations and 
to point up the grave consequences 
if relations didn’t improve. 








|set a precedent. 
| $35,000 on the complaint 


BEULAH’S’ DOUBLE SHIFT 


ON ‘POT 0’ GOLD EXIT 


With “Pot o’ Gold” scramming 
ABC’s cream pre-Crosby spot after 
tonight’s (Wed.) broadcast and the 
deal for a Judy Garland disker for 
DeSoto still not definitely set fol 
the segment, the net is shifting its 
sustaining “Beulah Show” into the 


time as a temporary stopgap 
Unusual 


Film Chain Blankets 


Air Time in Phoenix 
Phoenix, March 25. 

Unique tie-in between pix and 

radio is represented by pitch of 

Paramount-Nace film chain here to 





blanket local air time in 4:30-5:30 
| p.m. slot. 

| Theatre outfit has newscast on 
| KPHO at 4:30, another on KRUX 
| at 4:45, and a third on KOY at 5:15. 
| Negotiations are now under way to 
beam news on KTAR at five o'clock 


stanza, thus completing 60-minute | 
cycle. Newscasts are across-the- | 
board and all bear the same tag, 
Headlines and Headliners 


French Papers 
. Denounce Ba 


Franee’s. Ramadier 
last week suppressed 


French radio show of 


the 
comic-bal- 


shiftover calls fo 
‘Beulal to do double duty during 
ext weeks, continuing in its 
present Monday 9 p.m. slot next 
week (31) and April 7 while also 
filling the “Pot” vacancy. Starting | 
April 14, “Beulah’s” Monday night | 
stand will be taken over by a new 
Philips Lord crimebuster, ‘“Treas- 
ury Agent.” 





Stanley Suit Cues Coast 
Program Heads Combine 


Hollywood, March 25. 


In common defense against re- 
peats of the Jack Stanley suit that | 
may yet cost CBS $35,000, program | 


departments of the 
week formed a 
united front group. Its aims will be 
to set regular meetings for all pro- 


grammers to become acquainted, at | 


least, and for the 
mutual problems, in addition to at- 
tempting to raise the standards of 
public service programming. 


roundtabling of 


networks here | 
loose-ends | 


| ladeer Max Regnier for 
damaging to state credit,” a move 
which prompted one Paris news- 
papel to suggest Radiodiffusion 
Francaise be renamed “Radioconfu- 
sion,” according to Robert Sturde- 
vant, ABC correspondent in Paris 
“Immediate repercussion was the 
report, denied by the government, 
that director Wladimir Porche of 
Radiodiffusion Francaise was dis- 
missed,” Sturdevant called the home- 


office Friday (21). “Regnier show, 
| titled ‘Don’t Forget The Guide,’ was 


a takeoff on a Paris Cicerone, fea- 
turing a- mixture of witty comments | 
on French affairs and original songs. 
Regnier said the crackdown fol- 


lowed a street pickup from in front | 


of the Bank of France during which 


Grouping was inspired by the fact | he referred facetiously to the col- 
that production minds feel they | lapse of franc, and the scarcity of 
alone are unorganized, though the | the bank's gold reserves. 


new group is in 
and the prospect that Stanley’s suit 
He was awarded 
that he 
fathered “Hollywood Preview,” 
which CBS is now appealing. 








no sense a union, | 


“The newspaper Figaro said 
few 
sorry French radio programs, while 
L’Epoque gave Radiodiffusion a new 
name, ‘Radioconfusion.’ In a hastily 





WEEI in Forefront Again With Series 
On Iilegit Kids Adoption Racket 





GF BAN 
ON SUB AUDITIONS 


In a move to find a suitable sum- 





government 
popula! 
| 


“remarks | 


that 
| the Regnier show was one of the | 
bright spots among otherwise | 


mer sub for the “Kate Smith Sings” 
Sunday night 


eral Foods is bankrolling audition 


| costs on several shows up for con- 
| sideration Under GF _ auspices, 
Jackie Kelk, currently with “The 


is cutting an audi- 


sit- 


| Aldrich Family,” 
tion record built 
comedy 


Frank 


around a new 
uation 
| Show, a 


Cooper package, 


lso features Enid Markey and June 

V alentine from the cast of the 
Broadway legiter, “Happy Birth- 
day.” 


No Bang-Bang Standin 
For Hope If Kids Up 


Holly wood, March 25. 

NBC wants no more crime operas 
on its network while the kiddies are 
still ~~ around the house. 

When Sid Strotz of the chain heard 
that Foote, Cone & Belding was on 
the .verge of buying the “Philip 
Marlowe” series with Van Heflin 


starred as summer standin for Bob 
Hope, he raised a restraining finger. 
The 6 p.m. Tuesday Coast time was a 
| bit early, and he was duly cognizant 
lof criticism leveled at radio’s cops- 
| and-robbers cycle by campaigners 
against juvenile delinquency. 

Stotz wants to see sample script 
first. If he okays the sample and the 
show takes a late Coast repeat, it 
| will take the summer slot for Pep- 
sodent. 


MBS’ ‘Press’ fee Sale 
| “Meet the Press,” Mutual 
tainer which has won _ critical 
| kudos, 


SUS- 








session on CBS, Gen-- 


hangs out “for sale” tag for | 


Boston, March 25. 

When awarded an “Exnanding 
| Radio's Social Usefulness” plaque 
| by Variety a fortnight ago for a 
| program first inaugurated durin 
| the summer of 1946, WEEI, CB 
outlet in Boston, was in the mid. 
dle of another equally daring ven. 
ture, a cards-on-the-table discussion 
of illegitimate parenthood 

New series, one of the most frank 
discussions of a social ill ever aired, 
is sponsored by the Greater Boston 
Community Fund under general di- 
rection of Mitzi Kornetz 


Called “Let’s Talk About Chil- 
dren,” series gets down to cases 
in connection with both the adop- 
tion racket and the problem of il- 
legitimate babies Unlike the first 
| series, which lost its community 
; sponsorship because the subject of 


sex seemed to be too hot to handle 
(the station concluded the 
its current series has the 
greenest light from all the churches 
and bureaus a program ever had 


series on 
own), 


Last week’s forum—a _ half-hour 
afternoon show on Monday—dealt 
with the question, Would You 
Really Want to Give Up Your 
Child?” Forum, with Dorothy How- 
| erton, in charge of children’s sec- 
ition of the Community Fund, and 
Margaret Sullivan of the Catholic 
Charitable Bureau of Boston, plus 
WEEI announcer Tom Russell, 
| brought out fact that there are 


70,000 illegitimate children born in 
this country every year. 

Main problem is unwed 
running away or, panicky, letting 
their babies go for adoption while 
| still in emotionally upset condition. 

Forum tries to bring out fact that 
| Hub has plenty of agencies, mostiy 
unknown to unwed mothers or fam- 
| ilies of unwed mothers, equipped to 
| guide and rehabilitate illegitimate 
parents. Series is causing plenty of 
| talk in the community. 


mothers 




















Boston—Walter Hackett, former | Initial meeting was attended by | issued communique the government | co-operative sponsorship _ starting Des Moines—John H. Kerrigan, 
NBC staffer now a _ freelance| department assistants of the four| said there was no decision yet re- | April 4. | WHO production manager _ since 
Scripter, was appointed to faculty | nets, Bob Brown, NBC; Cranston} garding Porche (who is responsible Number of newspapers are among| 941, has been promoted to program 
of Beston Univ.’s Summer Radio | Chamberlain, CBS; Bud Edwards,| for all scripts) but he’s been or-|the probable sponsors of stanza, | director. He succeeds Harold Fair. 
Workshop. He's now fill-in scripter| ABC, and Bob Foreard, Don-Lee-| dered to explain the situation to | aired Fridays, 10-10:30 p.m., MBS’! who resigned to head up the NAB 
on “WBZ's “Yankee Yarns.” Mutual. Premier Ramadier personally.” ‘Bert Hauser reports. program department in Washington. 
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This program has been on Mutual continu- 
ously for nearly 10 years—since Septem- 
1937, 


It has been sponsored continuously through- 
out the winter months—and has done a tre- 
‘mendous selling job for its sponsors. 


ber, 


It has rolled up a faithful following. For one 
sponsor the program reached (on March 





HOOPER-RATED PROGRAM IS 
AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER SPONSORSHIP 


for only *2,00 net per week for talent* 


2, 1947) a 16.9 Hooper. 


WRITE, 
WIRE OR 


Jess Barnes (New York) 
PEnnsylvania 6-9600 


‘ 


Combine this high Hooper with the low net 
talent ‘cost and add to that combination the 


low time cost—only two-thirds evening rates... 


in the coming summer months. 


and the result, we believe, is the lowest cost 


per 1000, homes delivered of any network 
program on the air. 


This, we submit, is the biggest bod for any 
sponsor looking for a vehicle to boost sales 








Ade Hult (Chi 
WHitehall 5060 


P.§ 


cago) 








Anti in the latest Nielsen Radio Index for the 78-county New 
# York City area, this same program enjoys the highest re 
of Audience and the 2nd highest rating of all network 








ws, 
| day or night! (December, 1946) 
Herbert Fausi (Detroit) s 
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HE aptitude for social usefulness and community responsibility 
a “er : displayed by WKY and KLZ are qualities of character flowing 
[RADIO| (SCREEN) |MUSIC| |sTAGE| . : . ; _ a ey 
' from their management fountainhead, The Oklahoma Publishing 
RIETY —— 
f We The 44-year record of this public service institution is one of 
SHOWMANAGEMENT AWARD knowing what to do, wanting to do it, and having the ability to 
Neer management Awad Mat PLUDUES C8 TG jExemplery Service in Readjestacet Carry it through. 
OF Distmpunsed Local Operation Me LEABERS Ere Coes Station, Specie! Citations a ; : , > . ‘ . 
gg lan There is both great satisfaction and a continuing challenge 
me in the frequent honors which have come to these stations as they 
c aaa demoyrrace themselves to be “chips off the old block.” 
VARY) MEGA IT" = 
ORVEYS BORING 19 r oo x 
i = 
‘Te 2 4a a o 
he SPPK PIRSos 
WKY [== .» +» An Example of Clear-Thinking 
etieeeme city s : ° . s ‘i 
oe . Public-Spirited Showmanagement. 
Expanding Radio's 
Social Usefulness 
= WKY ’s initiative and leadership in bringing the VD menace 
out in the open where it can be vigorously combatted was deemed 
not only by VARIETY as a plaque-worthy example of radio’s 
A" social usefulness but, almost simultaneously, won the esteemed 
$1000 duPont Award as well. Always conscious of the basic rea- 
sons for operating a radio station, WKY has, by demonstrating 
a growing social usefulness, won the well-earned respect and loy- 
alty of the largest audience in Oklahoma. 
RADIO] [scrEEN| [music] [STAGE Le. O . h a 
epee Geaeey levee) n Operation that Reflecte 
+ S * S . 
T, y Radio's Increasing Stature in 
RE AR IE Ho RE RE REET ar o e “u 
SHOWMANAGEMENT AWARD Community Affairs. 
Spewmasreemnent lewd Mart 1 PLAGUES | 10 ‘Eemplary Service in Readjastmecst 
Of Distingueshed Local Operate 1M LEADERS! Ere Cacs Station, Special Citations ; . pes ; 
gag a aE For the third successive year, KLZ was listed among the 
, Seams Si: VARIETY Showmanagemenc winners, the first time since the an- 
BAERS. fet ree so: nual survey was inaugurated 14 years ago that any station has 
Lae teat, esas 5 been so honored. In direct ratio to the initiative and imagination 
éb'ai VMHTY Ban e : cn fo . : ‘ . ry- ° : 
‘ts pa sae exerted in behalf of its community, KLZ has received returns in 
he Kuen . prestige and popularity with listeners and program sponsors. 
aie att : a Fee Seams rinse 
. : . OOMATE THE AB amas 
ne =| ALS EC 
x pe" : DanvER = 3 
: Responsibility — 
} ae. ohon : nine "ty to the 
k ; Sr Community 
CBS NETWORK — 560 KILOCYCLES 
Affi liaced in Management with “KY and the Oklahoma Publtshing Company 





OKLAHOMA CITY 3 


NBC NETWORK — 930 KILOCYCLES 


Cs’ NED AND OPERATED B¥ THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPANY 
fhe Daily Oklahoman — Oklahoma City Times — The Farmer-Stockman — 
K VOR, Colorado Springs — WEEK, Peoria. (Under Affiliaced Management) 


REPRESENTED BY THE KATZ. AGENCY 
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South Africa Com'l Radio Still Hazy; 
Mozambique Station Making Hay 





Johannesburg, March 15. + 


The commercial broadcasting pic- 9 ’ 
ture in the Union of South Africa | New Haven’s Sole FM er 


still remains confused. Although | 
reports had it that commercial radio 
would start here Jan. 1, and date 
was later put forward to June l, 
situation at present is that the Com- 
mission of Enquiry into Broadcast- 
ing Services, set up several months 
ago, hasn't finished its deliberations 
or issued any report. Belief is, 
there'll be no report before June 
and no commercial broadcasting at 
least till °48 

There’s also considerable differ- 


New Haven, March 25. 


WBIB, New Haven’'s new and only 
FM station, cocktail-partied 
into existence Sunday (23), and went 


day. 
the Botwinick Bros., machinery 
dealers of this locality, which al- 
ready has WELI and WNHC in the 
standard field. 

Station starts with 250 watts, ex- 
ats pands to 3,000 next month, and is 
ence of opinion as to whether the | que for the 20,000 limit by Septem- 
South African Broadcasting Corp.| per, Present staff is Sol Chain, gen- 
(SABC), which at present operates | ga] manager; Irving Small, chief 
on revenues from license fees (simi- | engineer: 
lar to British Broadcasting Corp. in Howard Kester. announcer and. Al- 
England), should run commercial} yin Chain, music librarian. 
radio, if it comes, or whether it 





hould go to private interests. The ‘ } 
howe pers Proprietors Union, Fm gee pete og: Bur- | 
strong here, has come out | U78'on, N.\., Was granted an in- 





| crease in power from 1,000 to 5,000 


: 7 | watts by the FCC. The Alamance 
Meantime, Radio Mozambique— | Broadcasting Co. operates the sta- 


situated at Lourenco Marques in| tion, daytime only, on 920 kilo- 
(Continued on page 40) cycles. 


retty 
ern commercial radio. 





Toasts Self Under Way, 


itself | 


into action on a regular sked Mon- | 
It’s a pioneering venture of | 


Fairbairn to Head CBC 
Commercial Sales Div. 


Toronto, March 25. 
Don Fairbairn has been appointed 
chief sales head of its commercial 
stations in Toronto by the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. This segues 
into the all-out effort of the CBC 
to cut into the commercial business 

| of Canacian independert stations, 
| With the CBC since 1939, Fair- 
| bairn went into the RCAF in 1942 
with the radar division, later be- 





rope. Fairbairn 
Johnston, who joined CBC’s com- 
mercial division in 1940 after wide 
advertising agency experience. 
| Johnston is now in charge of CBC 
commercial production. 





| 


Betty Garde’s Exit 


Betty Garde, “Hortense” in Henry 


Louis Warner, engineer; | Morgan’s show, is pulling out of the 


| cast following the April 16 stanza. 
It’s a case of dissatisfaction with her 
|roles and lack of billing, she says. 
She won't be out of work. Besides 
doing “Policewoman” on ABC, work- 
| ing in “Mr. D. A.” and “This Is Your 
FBI,” etc., 
“Perry Mason” as of today 





(26). 


Couple of starring vehicles also are 
\in the offing, she says. 


came a CBC correspondent in Eu- | 
replaces W. R. | 


she his a new role in| 


es 





CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





New Haven—Cong. Ellsworth B. 
Foote’s weekly report to his con- 
stituents is being carried by all 
New Haven stations, WELI, WNHC 
and new FM indie WBIB. Talks 
are transcribed in Washington and 
platters are expressed to stations. 

Congressman’s secretary, Carey 
Cronan, was formerly special events 
chief and commentator at WNHC. 








Chicago—Authorization to operate 
la radio station at LaSalle, [ll., was 
granted to F. F. McNaughton and 
Louis F. Leurig, owners of the La- 
Salle County Broadcasting Co. 

FCC granted the company per- 
mission to operate a daytime AM 
station at 1220 kilocycles with 250 
watts. 





San Angelo, Tex.—FCC granted 
the Westex Broadcasting Co., li- 
cense to operate a standard broad- 
cast station here on unlimited time 
with 250 watt power on 1340 kilo- 
cycles. 

The group is an equal partner- 
ship, composed of Ingham S. Rob- 





|erts, assistant manager of KBWD, | 


Browenwood and 15°, owner of 
|KRIO. McAllen, who will be general 














A Clear Channel Station... 
Serving the Middle West 











WGN has more facts about Chicago radio programs than any 
other station. The combined information of the Neilsen Radio Index, 
Supplementary and Regular Hooper reports and the Broadcast Meas- 
urement Bureau enable WGN to offer a superior and continuing serv- 
ice to present and potential advertisers. 


Results, measured in terms of accepted research, are convincing many 
advertisers that the correct answer to middlewestern radio is WGN, 


On Your Dial Toll 





Chicagoll ,¢ 
Illinois af | | 
50,000 Watts || 

720 [ey , 


. M BS Eastern Sales Office: 220 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 
Yr West Coast Representatives: Keenan and Eickelberg Ss = 
ZS) VW _ 235 Montgomery St., San Francisco4 + 411 W. Fifth St., Los Angeles 13 
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manager of both the local and Me. 
Allen outlets; Joe N. Weatherby 
Brownwood auto dealer; B. P. Blud. 
worth, of Abilene and Brownwooq 
outdoor advertising; J. Edwarg 
| Johnson, Brownwood attorney: Tra. 
vis E. Baker, attorney, and Arm. 
istead D. Rust, rancher. 





Phoenix—Newest station to take 
to the air in this sector is KRUX 
which bowed in Friday (21) from 
Glendale, nine miles northwest of 
here. Outfit, 250-watter on 1340 kilo. 
|eycle band, has offices in downtown 
|Phoenix and is key station of plan. 
ned Radio Arizona network 
| being blueprinted by Mrs 
| Brophy 

KRUX is only station in Arizona 
to operate on around-the-clock basis. 








now 
Gene 





Toronto—In effort to plug its on- 
the-half-hour newscasts, CHUM 
Toronto, is offering $5 to anyone 
within 100 miles of the city, who / 
phones in details of any news hap. 
pening witnessed or heard about, 
More surprising is that the Toronto 
; newspapers are accepting the sta. 
tion’s display ads, running 1,000 lines 
| daily. 








San Antonio—Trinity Univ. radio 
forum starting April 1 will be broad- 
cast on KMAC and KISS, San An- 
tonio, for a full hour Tuesdays 8:30 
p.m. Program, broadcast from school 
auditorium, will discuss current, 
controversial topics, with guest 
speakers. E. Russell Jackson, of the 





Trinity faculty, is program’s di- 
rector 
Denver—KLZ here is airing a 


series called ‘Behind the Scenes at 
KLZ,” with special events man 
Mack Switzer interviewing people in 
various departments about their du- 
ties, to call attention to station’s sil- 
ver anni this month. Programs fea- 
ture facts contrasting today’s opera- 
tion with that in 1922, if such de- 
partments existed at that time. 





Elmira—Ken Powell, former Mu- 
tual announcer in New York, has 
iven up bigtime announcing to join 

ELM, new 250-watter, when it 
= on the air here in a few weeks, 
owell at one time was with WESG 
and WENY, both of this city, before 
making his way to N. Y. Financially 
independent now, he prefers work- 
ing behind a_ small-town 


é station 
mike. 


Louisville—New radio arts school 
has been organized by George S. 
Partridge, formerly of WHAS pro- 
duction staff, with faculty including 
Ann Hubert, WHAS, acting tech- 
nique; Ken Meeker, WHAS, an- 
nouncing; and Margaret Cannon, 
WGRC, script writing. 





Pittsburgh — Ray Boley, former 
freelance radio man here and later 
with Army’s radio division overseas, 
has just been named continuity chief 
at KOY in Phoenix, Ariz., where he’s 
betn making his home for the last 
year. 

William A. Brabson, formerly in- 
fantry officer who was wounded in 
the North African campaign, was 
named to chief announcer’s berth at 
WSTYV in Steubenville, O. Dan Mur- 
ray, heard five mornings weekly over 
WWSwW, has been renewed for an- 
other year by Gimbel Bros. Edwina 
Murray and Margaret Slebin -have 
joined KQV staff, former in continu- 
ity department and latter as assistant 
music librarian. 





Tucson—Park G, Pzrker, former 
executive of RCA, NBC and the 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert advertis- 
ing agency (now Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
Sample), has joined the Sun Coun- 
try Broadcasting Co. as manager of 
its Tucson stations, KTSC and 
KTSC-FM. Since returning from 
naval service in World War Il, he 
has been operating a guest ranch 
here, 





Douglas, Ga.—WDMG, new 4ay- 
time 1,000-watter, took to the alr 
here March 15 on 860 kc. Downind 
Musgrove, owner and g.m., has ap- 
pointed Al E. Evans as commercial 
manager and James H. Hayes, re 
cently of WFRP, Savannah, as pro- 
gram director. 

Other staffers are LaVerne Eva, 
music director: Helen Sawyer, C0!!- 
tinuity director; Vivian Beasley, 
head of traffic; Michael Davis and 
John Howard, announcers, and John 
Hall, engineer. Station’s studios are 
designed for FM as well as A.M. 
operations. 
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BUT BACKSTAGE... 


If it’s with aplomb we acknowledge our 1946 Variety plaque, it’s because taking 
bows is not a new experience for us. KSTP has won many awards. And taking 
bows for them has been fun. But backstage, each award has meant a challenge 
to surpass the KSTP showmanship it represented . . . Once again, KSTP dedi- 
cates itself to meeting the challenge offered by this, our latest award. 


$0,000 WATTS—CLEAR CHANNEL 

KEY STATION FOR THE NORTHWEST NETWORK 

EXCLUSIVE NBC AFFILIATE FOR THE TWIN CITIES 
Represented Nationolly by Edward Petry & Co., Inc. 
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WCCO protects 


Johnny’s life... 


six months before he’s in danger 


Ten-year-old Johnny Carlborg lives with his mother and father on an 
87-acre turkey farm 196 miles northwest of Minneapolis. At 7:15 on the 
morning of February 7, 1947, he finished a man-sized breakfast of buck- 
wheat cakes, then started to get dressed for a quarter-mile trudge to High- 


way 78, where he would flag the bus for an 18-minute ride to school. 
But Johnny’s mother was worried. 


During the night, the winter's worst blizzard had swept across the 
Northwest. Now, as Mrs. Carlborg glanced at the falling red line on the 
back porch thermometer, she thought about those storics of children lost 
in snowdrifts, and remembered those three days in her own childhood 
when she had been marooned at school. 


Again she wondered: “Is it safe to send Johnny to school?” 


The kitchen radio gave her the answer. WCCO swept aside its regu- 
lar program schedule to announce, ‘“There will be no school today for 
the pupils of Evansville Consolidated School.” So Johnny was kept home 
—and safe (as were 7,533 other pupils of 144 schools, thanks‘to twelve 
dozen WCCO announcements). 


. 

Johnny wasn’t kept safe at home by a spur-of-the-moment WCCO 
measure. Six months before the weatherman posted storm warnings, 
WCCO officials had talked with 200 superintendents. A system was 
organized so that they could have WCCO tell Johnny’s mother—and 
thousands of other parents—when severe weather made it dangerous for 


youngsters to go to school. 


Taking care of Johnny’s welfare and anticipating emergencies six 
months before they happen is the kind of service that has made WCCO 
“The Good Neighbor to the Northwest.” It helps to explain, too, why— 
day and night—more people listen to WCCO than to any other station 
in the Northwest. 








Inside Stuf—Radio 


WQXR, N. Y., got the expected sports page play with the news last week 
that Larry MacPhail had gone longhair, signing with the station to sponsor 
a daily symphonic “matinee” starting April 14. Heavens to Betsy,” aa 
Jered Leonard Cohen in N. Y. Post, “what is big league baseball coming to? 
_.. Just how Larry expects to make fans out of classical music adherents 
who have refrained from going to ball games in the past is as much a 
mystery to us as the Second Movement of the Third Concerto. ... He 
may make some new fans for his team, and that would be good business, 
But the thing could boomerang. 
“If the Yanks fade as they did in ’46, the fans could stay home and listen 
to the three Bs (Bach, Beethoven and Brahms—who are not outfielders) 
instead of sitting at the Stadium and uttering three boos. ... We suggest 
to Larry and Manager Bucky Harris that any member of the team guilty 
of poor play be forced to listen in every day for a week. Knowing ball 
players as we do, we believe that type of punishment would soon spur the 
Bombers on to feats of derring-do.” 

Other sheets cooked up headlines about the Yanks “wooing fans with 


music.” etc. But an unexpected development in wake of the news was a 
call to the station from Met opera star Helen Traubel, who is an ardent 
ball fan, offering her congrats to MacPhail. Result is Miss Traubel, who 


is leaving shortly on a concert tour, will transcribe her kudos for airing 
on the opening program. And WQXR is returning the compliment by 
skedding for this show the recording of “Liebestraum, by Miss Traubel, 

George Carson Putnam, news commentator on WOR (Mutual, N.Y.), last 
Saturday (22) picked up the story from last week’s Variety by Carroll 
Carroll and added his own addenda. Recalling that Carroll had said that 
radio, “the greatest single intelligence force ever devised, remains in con- 
stant servility to the press,’ Putnam declared the “only publicity mest 
newspapers give radio is bad publicity.” 

“I've always felt the only time radio would crash most news columns 
is when some announcer committed suicide during a radio broadcast,” he 
continued. “And so help me, one of tonight’s papers has on its top column 
front page an announcer on another network trying to do just that very 
thing. Well, we'll let you six o’clockers (the audience) be the judge of 
the jobs being done by radio and the press. From your thousands of let- 
ters I for one ath convinced that you fee! that radio is doing a job that 
very few newspapers do. ... That's what we call news on the human side, 
And Mr. Hooper and his ratings seem to indicate how you feel about it~ 
that you're really with it.” 





Many-sided Tex & Jinx (Falkenburg) McCrary figured broadly in the 
week's news. The Knitted Outerwear Foundation put Jinx in a bare. 
shouldered sweater and crowned her “1947 Radio Sweater Girl.” McCrary, 
unloading a piece of his mind before the Radio Executives Club of New 
York, said nobody in radio “knows a news story when he sees one or 
knows how to handle one”—a remark which set off chain-reaction mutter- 
ings around radio newsrooms for days to come. 

Stunt-minded McCrarys announced they'll interview Douglas Leigh, bill- 
board biggie, while flying over Manhattan mn the Tydol Oil blimp early in 
April, weather permitting, for their WNBC breakfast show. Much bigger 
promotion payoff was seen, however, in plans at WNBC to fly duo to 
Holland in May to do _a transatlantic remote about the annual tulip fes- 
tival, with Princess Juliana, no less, as interviewee. Trip would involve a 
tie-up with the KLM Dutch Airlines. 





Harry Witton, promotion manager of Jack Cooke’s CKEY, Toronto, re- 
ports the station is “very happy about the gracious orchid” tossed its way 
in Vartety’s 1946 Survey of Showmanagement, but takes the editor gently 
to task about the kudo for CKNW, New Westminster, which called it the 
“first Canuck station to set up block time to index its listeners.” 

“We at CKEY,” says Witton, enclosing confirming data, “are firmly 
imbued with the feeling that we pioneered the block-time system in 
Canada.” Getting in a little puff for CKEY while on the subject, Witton 
adds: “We're setting the pace in this neck of the woods, as shown by. the 


fact that last month’s Elliott-Haynes ratings were higher than ever before 
in the station’s history.” 





Alexandria, La.—KALB, ABC af- 
filiate here, operating currently on 


CBC’s Airer of Life 
1,000 watts full time, has receive 


In Saint Malo Whips an FCC construction permit to boost 











**Good Neighbor to the Northwest”’ \ \ CCO 


Minneapolis-St. Paul 50,000 Watts, 830 kc. Columbia Owned 





This, too, is part of being a“‘Good Neighbor to the Northwest’? .. 


HEALTH TALKS: Three times a week, Dr. O’Brien — 
now in his 1gth year on WCCO — presents health 
advice, as endorsed by the Minnesota State Medical 
Association. 


@-2 FOR VETS: A comprehensive analysis of pertinent 
news of interest to ex-servicemen. 

HIGHER EDUCATION AS A PUBLIC PROBLEM IN MINNE- 
sora: A weekly forum featuring distinguished 
scholars in a discussion of the contributions of col- 
leges and universities, 

WCCO SAFETY CAMPAIGN: A special week-long, state- 
wide campaign of announcements, interviews and 
dramatic programs, designed to promote safe 
driving. 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY: A comprehensive discussion 
of this vital social problem by Governor Luther 
Youngdahl, Mayor Herbert Humphrey, and other 
distinguished authorities, 


SPECIAL WASHINGTON COVERAGE: A Washington con- 
ference between station officials and Minnesota's 
congressmen to secure detailed coverage of legisla- 
tive activity, 

RADIO SCHOOL FOR LEGISLATORS: A WCCO. initiated 
course in proper microphone technique attended 
by the members of the Minnesota State Legislature 
to improve the quality of their radio reports to 
constituents. 


PUBLIC HEALTH: A health contest — co-sponsored by 
WCCO-—in which state high school students write 
essays on public health matters with winners speak- 
ing over WCCO. 


FARM INFORMATION: goo broadcasts cach year featur- : 


ing the Northwest's most important economic 
activity. 

4-4 activity: WCCO each year builds interest in 
the 4-H Club Speaking Contest by presenting win- 
ners on WCCO programs, 





‘| adaptation of the book lacked good 


° its nighttime power to 5,000 watts. 
Parish to Fine Fury ——S=EEE 
Montreal, March 25. 


Residents of Saint Malo parish in 
Quebec City have let out a hefty 
howl of indignation at the radio ver- i ‘ 
sion of life in their community as a es e 
pictured in the French Canadian 
HOLLYWOOD 
telligent type of radio advertising. 
“If we take mistakes and amplify | 
them until they attain ridiculous | 
proportions, one can write a similar 
program about Montreal or about 
any other corner of the world.” | 


Broadcasting Corp. feature, “La 
Butte Aux Moineaux” (The Hill of 

Wilfrid Hamel, legislative assem- 
bly rep for the district, said the 





the Sparrows). Air version of 
Roger Lemelin’s bestseller, “La 
Pente Douce” (The Gentle Slope), | 
has been going since Feb. 26. 


St. Malo parish put up a strong 
beef at a meeting last week, hitting | 
at CBC for letting an ainer go 
through which is “untrue” and 
which makes “us look like a bunch 
of wild Indians.” 


Romeo Jobin, spokesman for the 
community, said, “It is high time 
that the sponsor of the show 
dropped these dishonorable carry- | 
ings on and returned to a more in- | 

















Management 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


res ~ — 


Promotion, publicity, special events. 
’ i@ Extensive national, local radio sto- 
tion, artist rep. experience. 

New Orleans — WWL marks | 


taste. Beef is not so much against 
the book’s author as against CBC 
and British-American Oil, the spon- | 
sor, for letting the show go on. | 
Pierre Dagenais, w.k. French Cana- 


dian actor and radio producer in ad qd 
I 
! 

















charge of this airer, claimed his 
version of life in St. Malo was true, 
if unflattering. Show has a running 
contract for 26 weeks 





. * ; i . Also indus- 
25th anni March 31, but station is io. gar yr -_ 
deferrin i trial experience. 

rring a special show commem- ‘ rfist connece 
grating the occasion until comple- ,\® Ad agency, station, or” 
tion of new studies in two months. tion desired in New York. 
Station, a 50-kw CBS affiliate, is Young mon, moderate salary. Ex 
owned and operated by Loyola cellent refs. 





Univ. with W. H. Summerville as| @ Bex 561, VARIETY, 154 W. 4éth 
St., New York 19. 


gen. manager, 
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LOOK! There’s a Diamon 
at Your Feet... ’ 


Why not pick it up, Radio Industry? 


OW your competiters would reach for it if they could! 


It’s all yours—you who buy or sell time and talent, and you 


who build programs. 


What is it? It’s the business man’s measurement of radio— 


NRI CUMULATIVE-COMMERCIAL AUDIENCE, 


This new, practical yardstick offers three vital advantages 
—to advertisers and agencies, as they battle tough postwar 
competition ; 
—to program producers, as they seek to build shows that will 
sell. more goods; 


—1to sellers of time and talent, as they face increasingly in- 


tense competition from other media. 


I. It measures the great uncounted radio audience—the 83 per 
cent of homes beyond the reach of 33-city coincidental phone 
ratings. It records accurately the appetites of Main Street as 


well as’ Broadway. 


II. It measures the cumulative audience reached by a series of 
broadcasts. This is the market coverage of your program. (See 
the Chart.) 

Only by intelligent, aggressive use of this cumulative yard- 
stick can the sellers of radio avoid short-changing themselves in 
postwar competitive battles for the advertiser’s dollar. 

And only this cumulative yardstick can show the advertiser 
what portion of his market is covered adequately—and what 
portion is left wide open for unopposed aggression by his com- 


petitors. 


Ill. NRI CUMULATIVE-COMMERCIAL AUDIENCE reports, 
for the first time in radio history, the number of homes 
hearing each program’s commercial messages! This is done 
for (a) each individual broadcast and (b) each series of 


successive broadcasts. (See the Chart.) 








Thus the seller of radio has a new, keen-edged sales weapon 


unavailable to competing media. 


And the buyer of radio knows—for the first time—what por- 


tion of his total market is being reached with sales messages. 


Thus NRI frees the radio industry from the costly shackles imposed 
by the single, arbitrary, 33-city coincidental phone rating, which— 
through inability to measure (a) audience size, (b) market coverage 
(cumulative audience) or (c) audience reached by commercials— 
has failed to express the true and larger values of radio in reach- 
ing markets. 

If you use network or national spot radio, let us show you how 
the new NRI CUMULATIVE-COMMERCIAL AUDIENCE, and 
many other equally useful exclusive features of NRI service, can 


help you get the most out of your radio dollar. 


Radio, there’s a diamond at your feet! Why not pick it up?* 


*As so many others have already done. 





TWO KINDS OF RADIO YARDSTICKS 
(For a typical evening program) 














COINCIDENTAL NIELSEN RADIO INDEX 
(Accurate electronic data- from hemes of all types) 
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NIELSEN RADIO INDEX—A Complete Research Service (based on 
accurate electronic recorders) which provides, on a continuous basis, 
the vital facts needed in solving the problems and capitalizing the 
opportunities of programming, time buying, time selling of Radio. 


2101 HOWARD STREET 


CHICAGO WORLD'S 





A. C. NIELSEN COMPANY 


LARGEST MARKETING RESEARCH ORGANIZATION 


500 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 
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Longhairs Fret As Argentinian 
Pressure Forces Them on Muny Radio 


Buenos Aires, March 10. 


The Buenos Aires municipal au- 
thorities recently decreed that for 
the 1947 season all concert artists 
appearing at the municipal-man- 
aged Colon Opera must accept a 
clause in their contracts allowing 
for broadcast of their concerts over 
the municipal-operated broadcasting 
station, LSI Radio Municipal. 

Decision, put into effect by Cul- 
tural Secretary Raul Salinas, in 
disagreement with the Colon ad- 
ministrator, Grassi Diaz, may easily 
deflect the majority of big-name 
longhairs from giving their recitals 
in the Colon, going instead to the 
Odeon or Politeama theatres, al- 
though the capacity of these is well 


under that of the beautiful Buenos | 


Aires opera house. 

In the case of concert stars, the 
Colon management doesn’t sign up 
each of these direct, but in reality 
leases them the theatre on the basis 
of a percentage of the receipts, as a 
rule 20% or 30%. This is excellent 


» ; 
biz for the Colon and leaves the ar- 
tists free to dicker with the com- 
mercial air only after the entire se- 
ries of Colon concerts has been com- 
plied with, 

Although the municipal station 
does not broadcast ordinary com- 
mercial advertising, it propagandizes 
for ali the state-operated enter- 
Jand n (which are becoming more 


and more numerous under the pres- | 


ent system of state capitalization of 
| practically every big business). The 
|state concerns are the YPF oilfields, 
|which now include gas supply as 
| well as gasoline sales; state-operated 
lair lines; state-operated merchant 
| fleet; post office savings bank and 
|insurance, and a number of other 
sidelines. Should the Colon succeed 
in perswading longhair visitors to 
accept the municipal radio outlet 
broadcasts of their performances, 
this would be .tantamount to their 
broadcasting on the cuff for the 
benefit for all these state controlled, 
moneymaking enterprises. 
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L. A. County Pitches 
For Own FM Outlet 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Now it’s Los Angeles county that 
wants in on FM radio. The county 
board of supervisors admits to 
prepping of an application to the 
FCC for an educational station, lo- 
cal government’s first, and another 
threat to established commercial 
operators, 

A committee headed 
Sykes, engineer, is investigating all 
phages and will recommend as- 





signment of some radio engineering 


by S. D.| 
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Aussie Gov't-Controlled Net, Deep 
In Red, May Go Commercial in ’47 


Sydney, March 15. 

Belief. here is that the govern- 
ment-controlled Australian Broad- 
casting Commission will drop its 
| BBC style of thinking this year and 
cater to the trade via the commer- 
cial route. 

Frankly, the ABC finds itself in 
the red. Management says its imme- 





ifirm for a detailed survey. Orig- 
inally proposed by the supervisors, 
the notion was transferred to the 
committee, consisting of representa- 
tives of the sheriff’s office, forestry, 
fire and flood control departments. 
Plan is for the station to serve as 
|}an adjunct to existing shortwave 
| facilities, in addition to its educa- 
tional operation. 


NAB Adds Three 








Washington, March 25. 
With the appointment of three 
more top-level executives, NAB last 
Friday (21) brought its staff of di- 


time since the beginning of the war. 

Climaxing a long search, NAB an- 
nounced the following appointments: 
Harold -Fair, program director of 
WHO, Des Moines, to become the 
first director of NAB’s newly created 
program department: Robert K. 
Richards, Broadcasting mag, to be- 
come director of public relations, 
and Dr. Royal Howard, chief en- 
gineer, KSFO, San Francisco, to head 
up NAB’s technical activities as 
director of engineering. 

Fair’s first official act will be af- 
tendance at the NAB's 
executive committee meeting in 
N. Y., April 1-2, Fair, conductor of 
WHO's string symphony and direc- 
tor of the station’s concert band, has 
been in radio since 1921 and did 
several chores for NAB in recent 
years. He worked with KOIL, Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Iowa, and WBEN, Buffalo 
before going with WHO in 1934. 

Richards served during the war as 
aide to J. Harold Ryan, radio direc- 
tor of the Office of Censorship. From 
1939 to 1941, he was production 
manager at WSPD, Toledo. Previ- 
ously, he worked as reporter for 
the Cincinnati Post and newscaster 
on WCPO, Cincy. 

NAB’s new engineering chief, 
Royal Howard, has been with the 
Wesley Dumm station KSFO, Frisco, 
for the past 14 years, as vice-presi- 
dent in charge of engineering for 


Dumm’s standard broadcast, FM and 
international broadcast stations. He 
is also director of Universal Research 
Labs., engineering consultants. 


South Africa 


Continued from page 36 


Portuguese East Africa—has been 
carrying sponsored programs for 
years and has a considerable listen- 
ing audience in the Union of South 
Africa. 

Position of Radio Mozambique in 
relation to the South African mar- 
ket is similar to Radio Luxem- 
bourg’s commercial coverage in the 
non-commercial British market. The 
local SABC, for instance, doesn’t 
come on the air till 10.30 a.m. Sun- 
day, 
(except Sat.) at 11 p.m. Mozam- 
bique broadcasters therefore have 
no local competition at all at cer- 
tain hours, Mozambique’s audience 
in South Africa and Rhodesia is 
particularly large on Sundays. 

On Jan. 1, the new firm of Daven- 
port & Meyer took over manage- 





here in Johannesburg, and is help- 
ing to improve English and Afrik- 
aans programs for South Africa. 
Equipment shortage during the war 
held the station down to transmit- 
ting three short schedules a day of 
joint Portuguese and English pro- 
grams, with occasional Afrikaans 
broadcasts, totaling 5% hours daily. 
Recent installation of two new 7,500 
watt transmitters has greatly in- 
creased coverage outside Portuguese 
East Africa. 

John Davenport was with the 
BBC for several years, and man- 
aged its overseas audience research 
unit. Richard L. Meyer before the 
war was general manager of Inter- 
national Broadcasting Co. Lon- 
don outfit which developed conti- 
nental commercial broadcasting into 
Britain. 





To Complete Staff 


rectors to full strength for the first | 


program | 






and closes down weeknights 


ment of Radio Mozambique interests | 


diate need is $1,492,000. ABC is 
| presently also asking the Parliamen- 
itary Standing Committee handling 
broadcasting for an increase in li- 
| cense fees, now set at $4, to $5. ABC 
is given $3 from each license, but, 
according to execs, this figure is in- 
| adequate for present operational 
costs 

ABC seeks bigger cut from li- 
censes. On the other hand Aussie 
commercials operate without any 
governmental subsidy, securing own 
finance from the sponsors, 

The ABC is setting up its own in- 
dependent news service costing 
$620,000. It’s understood that a tie-in 
|with local newspaper services would 





|have been much lower in cost. The 
|'ABC is also publishing magazines 
currently in the red 

ABC execs don’t favor the com- 
mercial idea. President Boyer said 
| ABC did not want sponsored pro- 
grams on the national (government) 
stations. He said that in the opinion 
of his execs the market here cover- 
ing air advertising (sponsored 
shows) is already overloaded, and 
|any income derived would be insuf- 
| ficient for ABC operational purposes. 
| In local radio circles, Variery 
|learns, there had been much talk 





Engineer Adair Quits 


Washington, March 25. 

With high praise for his services 
| during and since the war years, FCC 
last Friday (21) accepted “with re- 
gret” the resignation of George 
Adair, chief engineer since 1944 and 
with the commission and _its prede- 
(cessor, the Federal Radio Commis- 
| sion, since 1931. Adair is resigning 
effective April 30 to set up offices 
; here as a consulting radio engineer. 
George Sterling, wartime chief of 
| the Radio Intelligence Division and 
|} an assistant chief engineer, will suc- 
|}ceed Adair. Sterling has been in 
| radio since 1908 and entered the 
federal radio service in 1923, re- 
maining with the FRC and FCC to 
this time. 











AVCO Elects 


Cincinnati, March 26. 
James D. Shouse, president of the 
Crosley Broadcasting Corp., 
Raymond C. Cosgrove, gen. manager 
of the Crosley division, were elected 
directors of the AV 
ing Corp. at a meeting of stock- 
holders today (25). 
The name change from the Avia- 
tion Corp. to AVCO Manufactur- 
ing was approved by stockholders. 





Shurick Eastbound 
Kansas City, March 25. 
E. P. J. Shurick leaves in April 
as director of advertising and pub- 
licity for KMBC, to join Free & 
Peters, N. Y., in the promotion de- 
partment, probably to concentrate 


on spot radio. 
No successor has been announced 
for the job at KMBC. 








FCC; Sterling Succeeds 


and. 


Manufactur- |, 


that the Chifly Labor government 
was planning to bring all Aussie 
radio under its complete operational] 
control in line with the takeover of 
other organizations on a national 
basis. 


Chifly’s denial of any move to 
nationalize Aussie radio lifts a big 
cloud from the minds of commercial 
operators. Right now Aussie coms. 
mercials are giving an ace entertain. 
| ment service to the populace on sola 


| operation, 


Government’s problem at the mo« 
ment is what to do with the ABC, 


—— 


Aussie Sheets Rap ABC 
Sydney, March 20. 

Papers are running hot editorials 
against plea by Australian Broad- 
;casting Commission for higher 
| license fees (now $4 per annum) on 
isets. According to the Sydney Sun, 
\the ABC’s annual balance sheet for 
1946, shows a deficit of $59,818, with 
'a record of steadily amounting ex- 
| penditure in all departments from 
jsundries to salaries. 





“On the expenses, however, to 
lwhich the Commission is already 
| committed for the current year,” 


says the Sun; “the 1946 deficit is 
likely to seem peanuts by compari- 
son with the 1947 deficit. Next 
year’s bill will include the huge ad- 
ditional expense of an independent 
news service forced on the commis- 
sion by the Government. 

“This service will give listeners no 
more than Australian newspapers 
have already offered the ABC ata 
fraction of the cost. 

As the Commission’s request for 
increased license fees indicates, the 
helpless listener will be asked to 
pay for it. 

“Its plea that the BBC licence fee 
has been doubled in the United 
Kingdom fails to add that the BBC 
is now providing a third program, 
with developments in television and 
FM, and anyway the BBC fee was 
only half the ABC fee to start with.” 








Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST 

M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps” 

“It Happened in Brooklyn” 


——— 








LET ME GET 
THE ULCERS 


THEY ALL LAUGH when | sit down 
at my typewriter. Newspaper hu- 
morist switching to radio comedy 
writing. Material of Allen, Morgan 
Only comedian desiring 
fresh original humor need answer. 
Sample scripts delivered in person. 
Box 900, Variety, 154 West 46th 


calibre. 





Street, New York 19. 












































“My better judgment said ‘No,"jbut my Wheaties said ‘Yes’!”” 
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C FRANK and ANNE HUMMERT 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIRST PERFORMANCE 
ct MONDAY, MARCH 3 ist 
coon HE cine 


| — *KATIE‘S DAUGHTER’’ 


ir e 


Co ® 


THE LATEST ADDITION TO AN IMPRESSIVE ROSTER OF EIGHTEEN 
NETWORK DRAMATIC AND MUSICAL HUMMERT PRODUCTIONS 


2h © 





’ ” 
: AMERICAN ALBUM OF FAMILIAR MUSIC MANHATTAN MERRY-GO-ROUND 
AMERICAN MELODY HOUR WALTZ TIME 
7 
BACKSTAGE WIFE OUR GAL SUNDAY 
DAVID HARUM REAL STORIES FROM REAL LIFE 
FRONT PAGE FARRELL ROMANCE OF HELEN TRENT 
JUST PLAIN BILL ROSE OF MY DREAMS 
LORA LAWTON - STELLA DALLAS | 
LORENZO JONES STRANGE ROMANCE OF EVELYN WINTERS i 
MR. KEEN, TRACER OF LOST PERSONS YOUNG WIDDER BROWN . | 
‘ 
‘ 


pete yl Se 


AIR FEATURES, Inc. 


Program Coordinators 


FEATURED RADIO PROGRAMS, Inc. 


| Soles Representatives 
; ‘ 
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"KATIE'S DAUGHTER" will be heard over NBC Mondays thru Fridays 
10:00 to 10:15 A.M. E.S.T. 








- _ Sponsored by the MANHATTAN SOAP CO., through their agency DUANE JONES CO., Inc. 
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lence is not used in these serials as 
one technique in a varied system 
of attention-arresting devices; vio- 
lence is the serial’s woof and warp. 
Take it away and you have nothing 
left. These serials make up a car- 
nival of sluggings, muggings, shoot- 


ings, murders and tortures—a veri- 
table paradise for sadists. In eac 
quarter-hour episode, the violence | 


mounts from a high starting plateau 
to a towering climactic peak where 
the dialer is left hanging until he’s 
rescued the following day in “an- 
other exciting chapter in 
venture of so-and-so at the 
time, same station.” 


same 


Child program consultants at MBS 
and ABC adduce psychiatric testi- 
mony to prove that children find 
emotional release for their aggres- 
sive drives. in these serials just as 
they did in the demon-filled fairy 
tales and the classics of Robert 
Louis Stevenson and Mark Twain a 
generation ago. Other psychiatrists 
have given 
one layman’s opinion, 
structure of these programs nulli- 
fies completely its cathartic value, 
producing instead a permanently in- 
flamed and purposely unappeased 
appetite for violence. Moreover, 
these serials trowel on the bang- 
bang stuff with such volume and 
crudity as to differ qualitatively in 
effect from the aesthetic balance of 


the serialized 


those stories which have assumed, 
properly, the stature of children’s 
classics. 


In most of these serials, the script 
writers, by adhering rigidly to the 
law of the cliche, covertly propagate 


a contempt for culture. The villain, | 


for example, is generally depicted as 
a man of breeding with precise 
grammar and extensive vocabularly. 
The hero, on the other 


drawn as an average citizen, making 


up for his lack of refinement by the} 








“HIRES TO YA'” 
‘FOR SECOND YEAR 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 

















JACK ROURKE 


Productions 


6331 Hollywood Bivd 
HOLLYWOOD 





Appraising Juves 


—— Continued from page 31 aaa 


the ad-| 


contrary testimony. In | 


hand, is | 

















strength of his arm and will. It’s 
through such devious channels that | 
the child is made to arrive at his | 
ideals. 

Plugs Juve Style, Too 

| Lastly, these programs are marked 
by the unique style of their com- 
eon What a style and what 
commercials! Even if these serials 
| were flawless on every other count, 
the quality of these plugs would be 
enough to sink them to the not 
recommended classification. They 


take advantage of the child’s gulli- 
bility (taking advantage of grown- 
ups is legal under the Constitution); 
they are long, loud and ludicrqus in 
content and are ladled out by the 
announcer in a wheedling, patron- 
|izing tone. The selling powgr of 
|these plugs*is assumed; but that’s 
jonly an additional commentary on 


the conditioning already received by 
the kids. 

Technically, these shows are pro- 
iduced with proficiency. In view ol! 
the preceding criticism, this may or 
may not be an asset, depending upon 
whether one wants the child to listen 


at all he serials present a world 
|without reality but furnished with 
human voices, the realistic sound ef- 
fects, the outward trappings of 


every-day life that persuade even 
the adult with its degree of actual- 
\ity. In addition, one is drawn into 


| the action’s vortex by the fury of its | 


| pace. 

Mutual’s procession of juvenile 
!shows starts at 4:30 p.m. with “Ad- 
{venture Parade.” This 
| not the conventional type of serial 
| ind lies outside the reference of the 
preceding criticism. Program is a 
| thoughtful, intelligent and entertain- 
| ing adaptation of the classics of 


| literature into serial form. Books 
isuch as Alexander Dumas’ “Three 
|Muskeieers” and Daniel Defoe's 
“Robinson Crusoe” are presented in 
five sections covering the week. 
Narration is handled by a pair of 
voices in quasi-dramatic fashion 


with the script attempting to retain 
something of the original’s style. 


|reading of the novels and can be 
exploited as a classroom aid with 
positive results. 

But “Adventure Parade” 
only as an inviting threshold over 
suing 75-minute chamber of horrors. 
“The Adventures of Buck Rogers” 


viewed this program in the Oct. 2, 
1946, issue and the negative opinion 
contained 


The serial utilizes a pseudo-scientific 
jargon as. a cover for fantastic non- 
sence. Some of its characterizations 


even a semblance of logical motiva- 
tion. Story line is the cops and rob- 
bers theme expanded to inter-plane- 
tary dimensions with Buck Rogers 
determined to get his man if it takes 
|him to Mars. 

| “Hop Harrigan,” at 5 p.m., returns 
|to earth with a 
agents and espionage rings. 





Harri- 


|jungle to escape the clutches of a 


Enroute, 





during one episode, 





they 




















more to a “‘strike”’ 


Perfect timing, impact, and follow-through 
—marks of the expert — distinguish each ex- 


ON TARGET 


The novice soon discovers that there's 


than meets the eye. 


perienced Weed and Company representative. 


AND cCOomPANY 


RADIO 
STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 


D, 


NEW YORK - BOSTON- CHICAGO: DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA-HOLLYWOOD 
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program is | 


| Program, a sustainer, will stimulate | 
serves | 
which the child passes into the en- | 
comes up at 4:45 p.m. . VARIETY re- | 


in that criticism is now | 
reenforced by additional listening. | 


are completely absurd, with not | 


story of enemy | 


|gan and his pals are currently hack- | 
ing their way through the African | 


sinister international conspirator. 


| were attacked by an army of giant 
/man-eating ants. Last Friday (14), 
the kids were given a whole week- 
‘end to dwell upon the critical con- 
‘dition of a young girl in Hop's crew, 


Will she live? Will she die? Only 
| the next episode can tell. 
Even “Superman” 

Of all the current serials, “Adven- 
‘tures of Superman,” at 5:15 p.m., of- 
fers the most difficult obstacles to 
analysis. Recently awarded a cita- 
tion by the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, this show has 
embodied an anti-intolerance mes- 
sage within its story structure. This 
is a_laudable step in the direction of 


making these kid shows more mean- | 


the size of this 
overc.timated in 

anti-intolerance 
as a thin 


However, 
must not be 
this instance. The 
message here serves only 
cover 
other 
others. 
more brute violence. Human be- 
ings, for example, are referred to as 
rats. vermin and snakes—this is the 
invective of modern totalitarianism 
which prepares the wanton annihila- 
tion of human life by 
reduced its value to that of vermin. 
It’s doubtful whether the educative 
effect of this program is oi@the posi- 
tive side. 
“Adventures of 
night,” at 5:30 p.m., is 


ingful. 
step 


counts is identical with the 


Captain Mid- 


concerned 





for a confection which on all | 


It’s a quarter-hour session of | 


first having | 


| sion. of 


with the plot of another master in- | 


ternational figure who is training a 
horde of savages to descend upon 
America and destroy it. This serial 
illustrates another curious facet of 
the broadcaster’s attitude towards 
juvenile programs. They've evolved 
a code of ethics for script writers 
which doesn’t permit torture to ani- 
'mals but anything goes where hu- 
man beings are involved. A gang- 
ster character about to throw Cap- 
tain Midnight and hi‘ young friend 
off a cliff says: “When they pick up 
the pieces they won't know which 
are yours and which are the kid's.” 
This show is also marked by the 
most raucous commercials. One an- 
nouncement for a give-away whis- 
tle was timed as running over two 
minutes. 

Winding up the Mutual juve show 
cavalcade is “Tom Mix” at 5:45 p.m. 
Locale is the far west and the char- 
acters are presented in the guise of 
cowboys and Indians. But funda- 
;mentally, it’s the 
| whodunit formula in western garb. 
ABC Comm’!s More Moderate 
The five serials on the ABC net 
| are based upon familiar comic strip 
| “eatures and do not differ from the 
Mutual shows in either form or 
content. Commercials on the ABC 
programs, however, are more mod- 
erate and quiet, but still come 
“within the contéxt of this criticism. 

What has been said above about 
the Mutual shows covers all the 
| salient points of these serials—an- 
other 75-minute safari through a 
jungle of gripping fear and terror. 
“Dick Tracy” at 4:45 p.m. is gum- 
shoeing his way on board the deck 
of a ship with a nasty crew which 
has killed the captain. “Terry and 
The Pirates” at 5 p.m. are embroiled 
in an adventure set in the interior 
of China, Opposing him with every 
murderous trick known to the trade 
| is a man with the face of a crocodile 
and the Dragon Lady. This show 
only increases the separation be- 
tween the child and an accurate ap- 
preciation of the Oriental peoples. 

At 5:15 p.m. “Sky King” 
tinues a mythical war against a 
small group of intelligent and am- 
bitious men who are set upon ruling 
or ruining the world. In the story's 
offing are a blonde goddess, a river 
of fire, kidnappings, escapes and 
pursuits, “Jack Armstrong, All- 
American Boy,” at 5:30 p.m., is now 
up to his cauliflower ears in the 
well-known American ii.stitution of 
th» fight fix. This serial is saturated 
with frameups, jailbirds, gangster 
talk and assorted forms of villainy. 
Last Friday (14), the episode wound 
up on a screaming climax with our 
young hero, Armstrong, flattened 
for the count of 10 in a mysterious 
fight finish, At 5:45 p.m. “Ten- 
nessee Jed” goes to work as a secret 
investigator for Pres. Ulysses S. 
Grant in the post-Civil War days, 
tracking down the instigators of In- 
dian uprisings out west. Once again, 
only a slight variation en the per- 
vasive cops and robbers theme. 

The juvenile shows on the other 
networks are of a radically different 
character. CBS produces the se- 
rious-minded “American School of 
the Air,” a half-hour across the 
board program of varied education- 
al interest which was reviewed in 
Variety's issue of Oct. 16, 1946, For 
the very young, the net airs “Let's 
Pretend,” a delightful session of 
fairy tales. 

NBC has set. aside Saturday 
mornings for its juvenilia with a 
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run-of-the-chill | 


con- | 


| 


| originals into the whodunit formula. | 





Capsule Critiques on Kid Shows — 


“Adventure Parade” (MBS). 
adaptation of literary classics. 
“Buck Rogers” (MBS). 


Thoughtful, intelligent, entertaining 


Cops and robbers shooting it out in inter. 


planetary space; script loaded with pseudo-scientific jargon and absurd 


characterization. 
“Hop Harrigan” (MBS). 


includes man-eating ants. 
“Superman” (MBS). 


Serial presently on location in African 
jungle with Harrigan hacking an escape from enemy agents. 


Cast even 


Quarter-hour session recently awarded cita. 


tidn for plugging tolerance, but social message obscured %y violent 
scripting which features abusive slang; educative effect not positive, 


“Captain Midnight” (MBS). 
violence. 


“Tom Mix” (MBS). 


More spy stuff, 


accent on personal 


Run-of-the-chill whodunit in western garb. 


“Dick Tracy” (ABC). Currently gumshoeing a mutinous crew 
which has killed captain. 
“Terry and the Pirates” (ABC). Adventuring in China with fancify] 


bevy of Oriental villains. 

“Sky King” (ABC). 
conquerers, 

“Jack Armstrong” 
headlines 
talk. 

“Tennessee Jed” (ABC). 


(ABC). 
in story of fight fix. 


All-American boy 
Saturated with frame-ups and gangster 


Post-Civil War 


Not designed to cement One-World. 
Bucking a sinister crew of 


would-be world 


riding top of current 


buckeroo in slight varia- 


tion of pervasive cops and robbers theme. 








variety of programs 
different age levels. 

session at 9 a.m., 
young kiddies, is an appealing ses- 
nursery rhymes and chil- 
dren’s songs. “Adventures of Frank 
Merriwell” at 10 a.m.,, 


dramatic episode with each weekly | 
unit a self-contained piece, has 
tended in recent weeks to veer 
away from the Burt L. Standish 


This 
gently 


program, however, is intelli- 
conceived to interest 
child without over-stimulating him. 
“Arch Andrews,” at i0:30 a.m., is 
amusing, if slightly tenuous, situa- 
tion comedy on the style of the 
“Aldrich Family” that should at- 
tract upper-group teen-agers. 
Other good juvenile programs are 
aired by several of the New York 
indies. Notable among these are 
WQXR’s Youth Forum and WMCA’s 
“Young Book Reviewers,” “Let's 
Listen to a Story,” and 
Land.” Mutual lists its 
Mystery” prograin as also designed 
for juvenile listening. Show per- 
forms the excellent, much-needed 
job of blasting superstitions about 
super-naiural phenomena but level 


| of the writing is frequently too high 
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for the average youngster. 
of Mystery” is 
adult listening. 


What's the answer to radio lifting | 


its program 
levels? 


standards to higher 


another purveyor of popular culture 
which everywhere seems to be de- 
clining in quality. Radio should 
make the effort to reverse the trend. 
Program planners should find the job 
easiest in the juvenile field. Here 
they are dealing with plastic, un- 
formed personalities and they can 
proceed with assurance that the kids 
“will want what they get.” 





Robertson to Freelance 

Chicago, March 25. 
Ted Robertson Jr., senror pro- 
ducer at WBBM-CBS, leaves Chi 
March 31 to enter freelance produc- 
tion in Hollywood. He was the pro- 
ducer of Wrigley shows “First 
Line,” “Melody Lane,” “Scattergood 


Baines,” among others. Prior to his 
six years with CBS he was pro- 
ducer of “Lone Ranger.” 

Robertson will open his own 


agency specializing in package script 
shows 


designed for | 
Frank Luther’s | 
aimed at the very | 


half-hour 


the | 


“Music | 
“House of | 


“House | 
consistently good | 


The solution is not easily | 
found; radio does not operate as an | 
isolated media but is linked up as | 





Canadian Assembly 
Sticks to Unique Job 
Airing Its Sessions 


Regina, Sask., March 25 

For the second year, the Saskat- 
|chewan legislature is airing its pro- 
|ceedings one hour daily. It is the 
first and only one in Canada to do 
so. The broadcasts, confined last 
year to CKCK, Regina, are now 
| being heard on CKBI, Prince Albert 
as well, giving complete coverage 
of the province of Saskatchewan. 
Eight mikes are used. 

| Commentary is by Ray 
of CKCK, who spots the 
tegically to pick 
speakers and the needling of the 
|opposition. “It’s pretty obvious that 
lthe members save the meat of their 
main speeches for the broadcasts,” 
| Nichols says. “They stall a bit until 
broadcast time.” 

Phone calls and letters to the sta- 
| tions have proven that the broadcasts 
are being listened to by a wide audi- 
ence. 


Nicholas, 
mikes stra- 
up the main 
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RADIO PRODUCER’ 
or DIRECTOR 


with strong agency or network con- 





tacts. experience 
Mo- 
tion Picture experience also helpful 
Salary $7,500 up. Apply Box 201, 


Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York 19. 


Minimum 5 years’ 
plus thorough talent knowledge. 























Heard by most... 
Preferred by most 


in the BUYING Ark-La-Tex 


Write for Availabilities 
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Tan NKS. TEAM! 


















It takes teamwork to produce consistently outstand- 
ing, consistently playable and listenable scripts for 
not one, not two, but THREE serial dramas. To the 
three stalwart writers who have collaborated in the 
production of such scripts for THE GENERAL 


MILLS HOUR, my sincere thanks and appreciation. 





q Stand up and take a bow! 
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ART GLADD. 
| writer of “Masquerade” (NBC 2:30 EST) 


HERB FUTRAN,. 
writer of “The Woman in White” (NBC 2:15 EST) 





= 


VIRGINIA COOKE. | 
writer of “Today’s Children” (NBC 2:00 EST) i; 














For day-in and day-out performance, my thanks. 


IRNA PHILLIPS, 


Plottist and Supervisor 
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cCREADY’S MANSIONS 

ith Maurice Bodington, Tony Stet- 

son, Linda Whyte, Ken Murray, 

Dixie Deane Orch, guesters 
Producer-writer: Ian Reid 

© Mins., Tues., 8:30 p.m. 

ustaining 
CJBC, Toronto 

If they can keep this series going 
until there are two television sets 
in every home. the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. may lead the way to 
the rebirth of vaudeville. In “Mc- 
Cready’s Mansions” it’s hit the jack- 
pot with a novel idea that (vide 
‘The Jolson Story”) not only holds 
fond memories for the adults but is 
also showing the highschool crowd 
and the collegians that the older 
entertainers’ routines had a spon- 
taneity and freshness that’s often 
lacking today—and they didn’t have 
so many writers either! 

Novelty format is set ina mythical, 
theatrical boarding house — Mc- 
Cready’s Mansions (accommodations 
for artists of the theatrical profes- 
sion) — with after-the-show-get-to- 
ethers of the boarders either estab- 
ished in vaude or youngsters break- 
ing in, parts being played either by 

anadians who were in show busi- 
ness up till the 20’s or others im- 
personating former standard acts. 


Valuable in script conferences is 
Maurice Bodington who, besides 
drawing heavily on his show busi- 
ness scrapbooks for reminiscent 
material, plays the role of Pop, 
owner of the boarding-house, Ssym- 
pathetic mentor to the younger mem- 
bers of the household, and always 
keeping an eye on them. For love 
interest, there’s the trite but true 
conflict between the juvenile singers, 
Tony Stetson and Linda Whyte, with 
former’s protestations that the new 
girl in the act doesn’t mean a thing 
to him. 

Additional comedy is commendably 
handled by John Draine and Bud 
Knapp, two established Canadian 
radio personalities, doing an imper- 
sonation of the dance-and-patter act 
made famous by Traherne and Per- 
kins, English music hall team, billed 

s a standard on the Shea time. 
Pressnce of Dixie Deane quartet 
takes care of the musical chores. 

Whole idea is novel for CBC pro- 
gramming and requests to the ether 
audience, for vaude act impersona- 
tions they want to hear, shouldn’t 
hurt in sustaining interest. Tying 
in the whole for dictidn, timing and 
memory-lane excursions is ding- 
ton, with Ken Murray as the straight 
interlocutor. Murray, of course, is 
not to be confused with the US. 
comedian. Idea and delivery lifts 
is program out of the customary 

C rut. McStay. 


OHNNY GUARNIERI SHOW 
erry Marshall, announcer 
15 Mins.; Sun., 3:15 p.m. 
ustaining 
NEW, N. ¥. : 
New York’s indie outlet is rapidly 
fockase. together a full Sunday 





ackage of live jazz names for its 

gular listeners. : 

After pacting swingstress Maxine 
Sullivan to a live quarter hour, pro- 
ram director Ted Cott is following 
tp with pianist Johnny Guarnieri, 

rrowed from NBC, where he’s a 
stzff musician. 
choice. 

Smart use was made in the preem 

rogram of Guarnieri’s style, his 
bility to carbon-copy almost any- 
gne at the keyboard. Opening tune, 

Open the Door, Richard,” came out 

s a Minuet, and beautifully done. 

eyboarder took “My Gal Sel” back 
to music hall days before bringing 
her up to date, and then ge 

is top effort of the afternoon in 
All the Things You Are.” Last tune 
‘was done a la Bach, Beethoven and 
Mozart, and the masters themselves 
would hardly have known the dif- 
ference, Other musicians hzve used 
the same gimmick, of course, but 
hone of them with Guarnieri’s pre- 
cision or genuine quality. Closing 
was “Fine and Dandy,” with styling 
like Teddy Wilson, Fats Waller ana 
Art Tatum. 

In all of the numbers Guarnieri 
ae i his own ideas, most of them 
good. 


It’s an excellent 





ANINE COMMENT 

ith George Michael 
15 mins., Sun., 12:15 p.m. 

ustaining 

GY, Schenectady 

A new and listenable program, 
this Sunday noon feature has com- 
trercial possibilities. Michael, an 
nnouncer at WGY’s sister station 

GFM, owns and shows several 
thoroughbred dogs. He frequently 
discusses canines from that angle, 
but not completely so and certainly 
not in a snobbish or esoteric man- 
ner. On one broadcast, for instance, 
Michael voiced pertinent criticism 
of the “undue” role played by 
“handlers” in winning prizes for 
dogs. He advocated judging the 
dogs on their own merits. The senti- 
mental poems he reads and some of 
the other material used also deal 
with dogs generally. 

Michael might well broaden the 
base of the stanzas to give them 
reater interest. More interviews 
ike the one he held with Charles 
. Waldron, official emeritus of 
nion College and owner of a See- 

g Eye dog, might be included. 

ichael displays a clear, firm voice 
—which should be modulated a bit 
~and a rather engaging radio per- 
sonality. aco. 


WOLF CALL 

With Janet Wolf 

15 Mins., Mon.-through-Fri., 6:15 
p.m. 

Participating 

WINS, N.Y. 

With a plethora of disk jockeys 
flooding the air, a new one with 
only 15 minutes of gab and platters 
will probably never be noticed. 
Only new angle offered by Janet 
Wolf lies iff her sex, and a .emme 
latter spinner is unusual, There: 
just isn’t very much that Miss Wolf 
confesses to liking, and -what she 
doesn’t like she pans very loudly 
indeed. 

Miss Wolf talks tough with ob-| 
vious intent to attract attention to | 





herself, and with something less | 
than a critic’s approach. For ex- 
ample, during one swooner’s disk | 


performance she attacked from the | 
femme angle, sum and substance of 
which was that this was not her 
style of lovemaking and she liked 
action. Tune, of course. had a slow 
beat. For those who like music, 
this is not the program, since be- | 
tween Miss Wolf's occasional dia- | 
tribes and the fulsome and varied | 
commercials, there’s only room for 
about three tunes. Like a_misdi- 
rected fishhook, “Wolf Call” will 
probably catch some unwary listen- 
ers, but itll either have to be 
stretched to a longer segment or 
gimmicked up some more to rate at 
all on the daily log. 


TEEN AGE MOVIE QUIZ 

With Ken Heady, Chuck Frizzell, 
Bob Jones, others 

Producer: Ken Heady 

Writer: Sid Tremble 

30 Mins.; Sat., 10 a.m. 

NEWMAN THEATR 

KCMO, Kansas City 


This half-hour represents the cul- 
mination of long negotiations be- 
tween the station and the Newmzen 
theatre, Paramount-operated first- 
run, to combine their entertainment 


offerings in an ether package. After 
some experimentation this quiz show 
with highschool experts has been 
established to run for at least a year. 


As shown in its early efforts the 
show is a worthy «attempt, albeit 
rough spots will appear as could be 
expected in any new undertaking, 
which this is decidedly. for this area. 
Mostly the rough spots are due to 
the performers, some of whom are 
outright amateurs, as the basic 
format of the show is little different 
from that of other quiz sessions 
which are alrezdy proven. 


Frizzell, a youngster himself, pro- 
pounds to the experts the questions 
sent in by listeners. If a question is 
used, the sender gets two tickets to 
the theatre; if the question is not 
answered by the teen agers cor- 
rectly the listener gets $4 in addi- 
tion. On the broadcast heard, the 
board scored something like 66% 
correct, and the cost to the theatre 
was some $16 in prizes. 


Wisely, the sponsor is making the 
half-hour more than «# quiz about 

Ims. It is being built as a regular 
spot for news about the theatre and. 
its product, as well as for the film 
industry at large and its public rela- 
tions. And the program proves a 
ready spot for the many trznscribed 
commercials put out by Hollywood. 
Program heard had both Bob Hope 
and Dorothy Lamour plugging their 
current release, “My Favorite 
Brunette” er at the theatre), 
sounding very much like they were 
joining right in with the teenagers. 
Spotted next to a net show for teen- 
sters, this one can well become a 
Saturday morning stendout. Quin. 


CHEER-UP JAMBOREE 

With Slim Miller, Three Chords, 
Shorty Chesser, Tiny Skaggs, 
pn i Carr, Al Stewart and-Don 

30 Mins., Mon. through Sat., 5:15 p.m. 

OERTEL BREWING CO. 

WAVE, Louisville 


(M. R. Kopmeyer) 


Lively hillbilly combo sparked by 
Slim Miller, comic and fiddler. Mu- 
sical numbers are mostly in the 
barn dance category, but Three 
Chords, gal trio, adds a touch of 
refinement and change of pace with 
its harmonizing of “Managua, Nica- 
rague.” Girls could have rated an- 
other spot on the show for a trio 
number, but probably their rep- 
ertoire isn’t extensive enough for 
ve numbers on an across-the-board 
show. 


The rustic musicians accompanied 
their fiddle scraping and guitar 
picking with hand clapping, and 
conveyed the impression that they 
are having a swell time in a barn 
dance atmosphere. Tipy Skaggs, ac- 
cordionist, sounds goad. too. 

Don Hill, WAVE’s sports head, is 
on for a fast three minutes of sport 
chatter, embracing basketball pre- 
dictions in which he makes selec- 
tions of winners and comparative 
scores. Also gives results of state 
high school games, and a brief run- 
dewn of big-league baseball scores 
in exhibition games. 

Commercials are limited to two 
spots of 30 and 45 seconds each. 
Plugs are in good taste, and stress 
the cheerful refreshment and gen- 
eral good taste of the sponsor’s suds. 
Jamboree impresses as an excefient 





vehicle to build listener good-will 


| routine, 
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Rodgers & Hammerstein did a 


running gag on Fred Allen show 


akin to the quartet on Jack Benny's 
program. Having “plagiarized 
R&H’s “Oklahoma!” for Beatrice 
Lillie (retitled “Piccadilly” on the 
preceding Sunday's show), the name 
songsmiths cime before “Judge Mc- 
Keester” in a funny “Irish Justice 
where first Allen is the 
menace until the judge discovers 
they're old pals from Boston. Dick 
Rodgers and Oscar Hamunerstein 2d 


| were given some good radio dialog 


and they read it with authority, in- 
cluding an inside crack that. “at 
least Freddy Martin waits until the 
cOmposers ire dead” which got a 
good studio-audience yak....Benny, 
for his end, continued with the 
travail of re-hiring the quartet after 
deciding that Bing Crosby, Dick 
Haymes, Andy Russell and Dennis 
Day were OK individually, but n.s.g. 
as a combination. 








Newshawks Jockey 


Continued from page 29 


or five weeks, after which Kalten- 
born will go on a Monday-Wednes- 
day-Friday basis and one of the 
pretested newsmen will take over 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. At present 
Kaltenborn is aired- on about 40 
NBC stations, either sustaining or 
under co-op sponsorship, outside the 
36-station hookup for Pure Oil. He 
won't lose any N. Y. audience in the 
upcoming shift, as his Tuesday and 
Thursday stanzas aren’t aired by 
WNBEC. : 


System of auditioning for a part- 
time replacement for Kaltenborn is 
similar to that undertaken recently 
by NBC to select a successor to 
Lowell Thomas for his Sun Oil spot. 
A selection is expected any time. 
Mutual’s George Carson Putnam is 
among those being tested. Thomas 
meanwhile is slated to wind up 
either on CBS or ABC in his up- 
coming news strip for Procter & 
Gamble, beginning in the fall. 


Over at CBS, Shirer is slated for 
a bowout next Sunday (30) on his 
weekly 5:45-6 p.m. commentary for 
Williams shaving cream, his sponsor 
for the past two years. Sponsor, 
however, is expected to retain the 
quarter-hour news slot which has 
been assigned to Joseph C. Harsch, 
analyst on CBS’ Washington news 
staff. Shirer, who got $1,000 weekly 
for the stint, remains on the web’s 
staff but with no new assignment as 
yet. 


Same day Shirer-signs off, another 
CBS commentator, Tris Coffin, 








moves over to ABC’s Washington 
staff. Coffin, who has been on the 
Capitol beat for Columbia, is re- 
garded as one of the most competent 
news analysts on the hill. 





Topcoin Adv. 


Continued from page 33 





sors into video means the money 
will necessarily be siphoned out of 
the radio funnel. Although no ad 
agency spokesmen will put them- 
selves far enough out on a limb to 
express concern over what the de- 
cision will mean to radio billing, 
it’s considered a certainty that the 
FCC’s ruling will make heavy in- 
roads eventually on the ether me- 
dium. 
$100,000,000 Sets for °47 

Effects of the decision on manu- 
facturers is expected to be the most 
wide-felt, both for transmitters and 
receivers, with many manufacturers 
who had awaited, the decision be- 
fore launching into set production 
now planning to take the plunge. 
Radio Manufacturers Assn. last 
week predicted the industry would 
turn out $100,000,000 worth of sets 
above the original estimate for 1947, 
with both old» manufacturers ma- 
terially hypoing their output and 
new ones entering into video pro- 
duction. 


Majestic, for example, expects to 
swing into production of sets in 
some quantity within the next 60 
days. Factory now turns out only a 
combination console. General Elec- 
tric, one of the three manufacturers 
licensed by CBS to turn out color 
video sets, will now concentrate on 
black and white models, with one 
console already available for sale 
in areas where tele stations are 
currently in operation. Industry is 
confident, moreover, that those out- 
fits already granted construction 
permits for stations can be expected 
to start building soon. Very few 
station applicants, in addition, are 
expected to withdraw their bids 
henceforth under the plea that they 





for the beverage. Hold. 


desire to wait for color video. 





Some Commercials Bad, 
. Admits B&B’s Hobler, 
But Tide Is Turning 


Lyman Bryson, who is explaining 
and defending radio—and particu- 
larly the CBS brand of radio—in a 
series of Sabbath afternoon talks 
(CBS, Sun., 1:30-1:45 p.m.), has been 
getting some mail from listeners. 
Some, quite naturally, deal with 
radio commercials. Toting these up, 
Bryson found 12% of the letters 
criticized commercials, a third of 
these objecting to “too much adver- 
tising,’” a quarter to singing com- 
mercials, a sixth to “repetitious and 
aggressive” commercials, and a like 
amount to “condescension or under- 
estimation of the listener's intelli- 
gence.” A very small percentage 
rapped dishonest claims by adver- 
tisers. 

To answerea few of these com- 
plaints Bryson last Sunday (23) 
called in Atherton W. Hobler, board’ 
chairman of Benton & Bowles. 
There was not much chance to be- 
gin with that Hobler would agree 
with the complaints, and still less 
chance that he would promise, even 
on his own agency’s behalf, to make 
commercials more pzlatable to lis- 
teners. As -it turned out, he did 
both! He said that as a listener he'd 
rank his “pet peeves against radio 
commercials” in about the same 
order the letter writers did, and 
that “we will try to do our part to 
give (listeners) effective radio com- 
mercials which by far the majority 
of the people can consider in good 
taste.” 

Still, as the stanza went off, a lis- 
tener felt he had heard little more 
than a light defense of the status 
quo of radio advertising, and that 
plug-uglies weren’t destined to die 
out overnight. True, said Hobler, 
there’s “a certain amount of trade 
puffing and- gilding the lily” in 
commercials, as in all selling, but 
the agencies and nets carefully 
guard against “extravagant and un- 
provable statements.” True, he 
said, there are too many singing 
commercials, but “the tide mey be 
turning.” To what, he didn’t say. 
As for a complaint that radio blares 
brand-names of products’ which 
“have little or no merit over their 
competitors”—such as, say, cigarets, 
although the letter writer apparently 
wasn’t specific—Hobler szid this was 
“quite an assumption” because 
“under this free competitive system 
of ours” manufacturers are con- 
stantly striving to put out superior 
goods. 

B&B chairman, in fact, seemed 
more interested in plugging free en- 
terprise than in defending radio 
commercials. In a span of less than 
15 minutes, he made exectly six 
references either to “our American 
competitive system of free enter- 
prise” or to “our American system 
of radio broadcasting.” Even one of 
the three listener letters quoted put 
the writer, who protested “half- 
truths” on the air, on record as 

100% for our American system of 
radio broadcasting.” 


Transcription Reviews 














GUEST STAR 

With Denes Agay Orch, Savings 
Bond ers, Kenny Imar, 
emcee; guests 

Writers: ésrroit Moore, Jr., Mort 


open Milt Surrey 
Producer-Director: Brent 0. Guntz 
5 Minutes 

- S. TREASURY 

_With a roster of guest stars taken 
right off the top of the Hooper list- 
ings, this series of plattered variety 
shows put out by the U. S. Treasury 
to plug Savings bonds is due to 
garner wide and appreciative listen- 
Pe Presented on a one-a-week 
schedule in eight-week cycles, disks 
will be aired by more than 1,100 
stations when they hit the airlanes 
beginning March 30. Smart pro- 
gramming by the local indies han- 
dling this series would be to spot 
these shows at cream times where 
they can do the most good both for 
the bonds and the station’s rep. 

With performers like Henry Mor- 

an, Jimmy Durante and Garry 

oore, Abbott & Costello, etec., 
carrying the ball, the only thing 
required of a format is that it 
doesn’t stand in the way. Producer 
of this series has kept this in mind. 
Each of the platters has two short 
and snappy musical numbers at the 
start and finish with the middle 10- 
minute portion an open arena for 
the guest stars. 

On the number one platter, Henry 
Morgan takes the field with his w.k. 
satirical brilliance in a sketch with 
emcee Kenny Delmar on the nature 
and origin of money. Other programs 
heard in the series feature Gladys 
Swarthout in a session of religious 
hymns and popular ballads, and 
Durante and Moore running through 
their familiar comedy paces. Musical 
accompaniment is competently han- 
died by Denes Agay’s orch "oa a 
chorus, 

Plugs for the bonds are simple, 
brief and direct, unadorned by any 
patriotic pitch. Fore and aft of each 
show is the line “Buy U. S. Savings 
Bonds,” and integrated into the body 
of the programs is an explanation 
why bonds are the world’s best and 
Safest investment, Herm. 











t Television Reviews 





7ee- _—. 
ex cCrary, Jinx F 
burg, George McManus, “taal 


Goodlam, Barney Ross, F 

Counihan, others — 
Producers: McCrary, Wes McKee 
Director: Roger Muir 
25 min.; Sun. (23), 8 p.m. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
WNBT-NBC, N.Y. 

(Young & Rubicam) 

This was the first tele show pro. 
duced by the Mr. and Mrs. team 
of Tex McCrary and Jinx Falken. 
burg, and it was a good one. Tried 
out as a one-shot replacement in 
the usual Bristol-Myers slot on 
WNBT, the show was much better 
than the usual variety programs 
staged by Y&R, and if the account 
execs are smart, they'll pick it up 
as a steady series. 

Format followed the McCrarys’ 
“Hi Jinx!” radio show, enabling 
McCrary and his wife to imbue it 
with the off-the-cuff chatter that’s 
made the radio show a success, 
Photogenic qualities of the pair. and 
their stage presence are also com- 
mendable factors. With video, how. 
ever, they were also able to 
run in a group of specially-filmed 
events, which heightened the visual 
appeal considerably. Film features, 
all revolving around Miss Falken. 
burg, included such events as the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, the naming 
of Mrs. Downtown Brooklyn Shop- 
per, President Truman accompany- 
ing the couple to the Washington 
+ gee of “Best Years of Our Lives,” 
etc. 

Mr. and Mrs, team narrated the 
film in engaging fashion, with the 
show then seguein into a live 
presentation from the NBC studios 
in which they interviewed such 
celebs as George McManus, test 
pilot Slick Goodlam, Barney Ross, 
and others. As an added fillip, 


Frances Counihan and her son, 
Bobby, first family to appear in 
Ipana’s “Model Mother” series of 


ads, were also interviewed. 

Better preparation of the script 
would have prevented some of the 
conversational pauses in this seg- 
ment but it still ran off well. Com- 
mercial for Ipana toothpaste was 
one of the best yet seen on tele, be- 
ng confined to a film sequence 
showing Miss Falkenburg demon- 
strating the proper method of tooth- 
brushing to her infant son. Besides 
being well integrated into the script, 
it was entertaining. 

ig and Y&R _ produser 
Wes McKee rate definite hods fér 
their able handling of the show and 
the way they wrapped up all the 
loose ends into a compact package. 
NBC director Roger Muir also did 
well with the camera work. Stal. 


LITTLE BROWN JUG 
With Katherine Alexander, Vaugha 

Taylor, Margaret ayes, ‘john 

Drew Devereaux, Alexander Kirk- 

land 
Producer-Director: Ernest Colling 
Writer: Marie Baumer 
Sets: Bob Wade 
65 Mins.; Sun. (23), 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 

“Little Brown Jug” was one of 
those plays that was pznned s0 
heavily by critics it never had a 
chance on Broadway. “Jug,” in fact, 
lasted only five performances whet 
staged at the rtin Beck theatre 
last year, Way the show clicked on 
NBC video Sundzy (23) night, how- 
ever, indicates the critics might have 
been too hard on it, for it was cer- 
tainly one of the most engrossing 
plays yet presented on NBC's Sun- 
day night television theatre. 

Story of how a psychopathic home- 
less handyman dominates the lives 
of a woman and her daughter 
through blackmail, the plzy, penned 
by Marie Baumer, was well-suited 
to video. It lacked the action usu- 
ally expected on a telescreen but the 
suspense built up by Miss Baumer 
through the tight weaving of her 


plot more than made up for the. 
rn 


talkiness. NBC ys ie Col- 
ling came into his own on this show 
as one of the top men in the busi- 
ness, with his skillful direction of 
the cast and his production credits 
rivalling « Broadway show for pro- 
fessional efforts. 

Actors were uniformly good, for 
which NBC’s Owen Davis, Jr., rates 
a nod for casting. Katherine Alex- 
ander was outstanding in the role of 
the mother she originally created on 
the stage. Vaughn Taylor, in the 
handyman role originally played by 
Percy Kilbride, geve an excellent 
portrayal of the psycho character, 
reflecting credit on _ television 
through which he’s received all his 
thesping experience. Margaret 
Hayes as the ingenue and John Drew 
Devereaux as the juvenile lead were 
okay, although Devereaux appeared 
youngish to be Miss Alexanders 
future son-in-law. Alexander Kirk- 
land was capital as the uncle was 
finally broke the handyman’s spel 
over the two women. p 

Show pointed up amusingly the 
labor difficulties confronting video. 
In the Broadway presentation, the 
Handyman kept picking out the title 
tune on a piano. Since the AF 
bans all live music from tele, Téy- 
lor was forced to play “Jug” on 8 
harmonica. It would have been 
okay except that Miss Alexanders 
line referring to Taylor as Chopin 
went slightly awry. Stal. 


i 
4 
7 
: 
| 





es ee 





+ etna alien. 








: 
a 





then 
unic¢ 
“uni 


$i 
law: 
invé 
rup' 
Bro 
port 
“sol 
has 
Mrs 
ban 


whe 
“vel 


tion 
hea 
par’ 
whi 
icis: 
wit 
didi 
any 
of 3 
ties 


edi’ 
to ; 


ban 
mo 
son 
set 

hin 
Cor 
this 
ado 
can 


Tep 
wil 
afte 
If i 
thr 
pul 
sid 


ver 









eee eee eee 


——_ 


erway ew TS Fees wee eee ee TOS Ie 7S ea 


we UW, 


bl el ed 


—E————— Oe 








7 
x 
a 
“ 


ay 


oe REDE ID 


. Deeties 4 











Bt ants 


Wednesday, March 26, 1947 


ARL 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC » 


45 





Agency Angle of N. Y. Local 802 
- Caterers Dispute Goes to AFM 





One angle of the dispute within + 


New York local 802 of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Musicians, over 
the hold caterers and banquet-man- 
agers of N. Y. hotels had on the 
preferential distribution of jobs for 
is still alive and kick- 





chestras, ) | 
ing even after 802 installed new | 
regulations to curb the evil. It has 


gone to the national AFM body for 


adjudication. 

There’s a faction within 802 which 
wants even licensed agents barred 
from endeavoring to secure jobs for 
musicians or bands they handle for 
various private affairs scheduled by 
hotels. The 802 ruling faction dis- 
agrees with the idea, pointing out 
that since agencies are licensed by 
the AFM and 802 to solicit business 
for clients, they can hardly be 
parred by the union from seeking 
to do business where they choose. 

Rules installed by 802 to prevent 
banquet managers from influencing 
prospective music buyers into hiring 
bands they recommend, and which 


802 feels involved a “kickback” to 
them, call for expulsion for the 
unionite caught involved and the 


“unfair list’ for the hotel, 


BBC Band, Music 
Dept. Head Hit 


On Payola Rap 


London, March 25. 
Sir Valentine Holmes, prominent 
lawyer assigned by Parliament to 


investigate charges of bribery, cor- 
ruption and partiality against British 
Broadcasting Corp. staffers, re- 
ported the allegations are without 
“solid foundation.” But the inquiry 
has resulted in a severe 
Mrs. D. H. Neilson, head of the dance- 
band section, by BBC’s governors, 
who expressed “disapproval” of her 
“very unwise” acceptance of gifts. 
Mrs. Neilson was only one men- 
tioned, despite allegations against 
heads of the variety and drama de- 
partments, but Holmes said _ thai 
while she was open to severe crit- 
icism for the fact she was charged 
with bribery and corruption, he 
didn’t believe she was influenced in 
any way as result of her acceptance 


has 


of gifts. Maestro Harry Roy's activi- | 


ties were responsible for the probe. 

BBC governors have issued an 
edict permanently forbidding staffers 
to accept gifts. 

Holmes deplored the practice of 
bandleaders and singers accepting 
moncy from music publishers for 
songplugging and advised BBC to 


set up an executive to examine with | 


him a proposal regarding the evil. 
Corporation has sought a solution to 
this problem for 12 years and will 
adopt any practicable scheme that 
can be made effective. 


Holmes said he sent a separate 


Teport to the BBC director general | 
with outlines of a scheme he evolved | 


after consultation with 
If it’s not practicable to end the racket 
through the cooperation of music 
Publishers, legislation may be con- 
sidered to bring payment of plug 


money within provisions of the Pre- | 


vention of Corruption Act of 1906. 








Shep Fields Sells Auto 
Agcy., Pushes Roadery 


Shep Fields has sold the Kaiser- | 
Frazer automobile agency in New 
Rochelle, N. Y., due to a combina- 
tion of failure to get delivery on 


cars, and his new interest in the 
| management of Glen Island Casino, 
New Rochelle, N. Y. Fields had gone 


as far as buying property on which 
he planned to construct a showroom 


| when he disposed of his franchise. 


| 


Dreyer-Carle Bid | 





rebuke of | 


publishers. | 


At Glen Island, incidentally, Fields 





is modernizing the bandstand. Tex | 
Beneke orchestra opens there May 
15 for two weeks, followed by Claude | 
Thornhill. 
| 
| 


| 
} 


For Forster Co. 


Chicago, March 25, 

Fred Forster, local publisher, has 
been talking with Dave Dreyer, | 
veteran professional manag2r for | 
Irving Berlin, on a’possible deal to 
sell out to Dreyer, who plans 
leaving Berlin to go into into music | 
publishing business for himself. 
Likely, however, that no deal will 
be consumated, although Dreyer 
and bandmaster Frankie Carle, 
himself a songsmith, were both 
here talking to Forster. 


Forster catalog would automa- | 
tically give the new firm an ASCAP | 
rating. 

Understood that Dave Dreyer and 
Carle been formulating 
to go business for some time 
likely to come to a head next 
fall. Reported that another vet 
music man, at present affiliated 
with an important group of publish- 
ers in New York will be part of 
the new outfit. 


have plans 
into 


and 


la bill 


Argent. Carnival Sets 


New High at $250,000; 
Maderna Tango Make Hit 


Buenos Aires, March 11. 
Takings at Carnival (Mardi-Gras) 
here this year topped all 

records, even exceeding 
was an all-time high. 
receipts ran well over 


dances 
| previous 
1946 which 
Total gross 
| $250,000. 
Leader of the tango kings is still 
| Juan D’Arienzo, whose outfit grossed | 


| $25.675 for the six dates at Club | 
| Atletico Atlanta. The Club San) 
Lorenzo de Almagro topped last | 


| vear’s record gross by $3,000, grossing | 
| $24,750, with Alfredo de Angelis’ 

| tango outfit and Barry Moral's unit | 
| providing the music, Anibal Troilo 


| fell back to third place. Osmar 
Maderna, a youngster discovered | 
only a few months ago by RCA 


| Victor, stepped into the limelight at 
| the champ River Plate club to rake 
| in $12,660. 

Popular tunes this season are 
topped by Osmar Maderna’s tango 
| “Concert in the Moon” followed by 
“Tomorrow Morning” by Bramer and | 
Garcia. Tango music is still the most | 
popular excepting with the carriage 
trade. while boleros, chiefly by locai 





ra 

BUDDY RICH SET FOR 1ST: authors, have displaced the Brazilian | 
‘tunes so popular two years ago. Other 
! 


DATE WITH NEW ORC 


Drummer Buddy, Rich has put his | guaracha 


Teorganized orchestra into rehearsal 
in New York in preparation for its 


debut next week (3) at the Arcadia | 


Ballroom, N. Y. New band will be 
composed of six brass, four sax, four 
rhythm, as against the previous 
s¢ven brass, five sax, four rhythm. 
Arcadia date, incidentally, demands 
arrangements that Rich has never 
used, and his staff is busy getting 
them ready. They're waltzes, tangos, 
ete, which the Arcadia management 
makes a must with any band itehires. 

Rich, who broke up his original 


Orchestra a couple months ago, due | 


to business conditions and operating 

Costs, has been working since with 
orman Granz’s “Jazz at the Phil- 

harmonic” unit at $1,000 weekly. 





Jack C. Rock of Dorcas Music Co. 
has written and copyrighted a tune 
derived from Warners’ exploitation 
of “Nora Prentiss” titled “Nora, 
Open Your Mouth.” 


| hit tunes currently are ‘Cobardia,” a 
| bolero by Don Fabian; “Muy Bien. a 
4 by Mario Clavel; “The 

Milch Cow,” a pasodoble by the Xeis 
| Bros. and “Where Is Zaza,” popular- 
ized by Carlo But!, Italian singer. It 
has taken hold in Buenos Aires like 
| “Yes We Have No Bananas.” 


Van Johnson Makes 
Singing Disk Debut 


Hollywood, March 25 

Actor Van Johnson makes his 
singing debut on M-G-M Records 
next month. Company recorded him 
here several weeks ago during disk- 
|ing director Harry Meyerson's visit, 
and the two sides are expected on 
release about mid-April. 

Johnson did one standard and one 
his debut disk, both, inci- 
published by Robbins Mu- 
company’s publishing affili- 
“Goodnight Sweetheart 
‘I Wonder, I Wonder, I 


| 
| pop for 
dentally, 
the 
ate. First is 
and pop is 
Wonder.” 


sic, 


| Preem was attended by Peer and his 


| Langley on a date. 


Authors 


+ phony 


|orchestra 
/at hand, while the supporters of the 


jhad been 


‘of Chet 


Peer’s Swiss Branch 


_Latest link in Ralph Peer’s pub- 
lishing enterprises was unveiled in 
Zurich, Switzerland, last week when 
Edition Southern SS. opened. 





wife, who are on a European junket. 
New branch is already in active 
operation. Top tunes in Switzerland 


jare currently reported to be “Amor,” | 
|“Tico Tico” and the French novelty, 


‘Hello Baby, Mademoiselle.” 





406 Army ‘Loss’ 


Brings Quiz Of 


Leaders in Va. 


Testimony of various bandleaders 
and talent agency men at Langley 
Field, Va., was required last week in 


a situation involving misappropria- 
tion of Army funds, They either | 
were subpoenaed or asked to appear 
voluntarily to explain dealings with 
Col. Myron Gale, special service of- 
ficer at the field. 


America 
York: 


(“he Sle! 


booker in New 
Hudson, Bob 
and George 


one-night 
maestros Dean 
Sudy 


Joe 
Thompson 
Case being investigated by a court- 
martial board involved the disap- 
pearance of some $40,000. Gale had! 
access to the coin. Bandleaders were 
all asked to explain voucher slips for 
extra coin, which bore proper sig- 
natures. Hudson’s story, for ex- 
ample, described his being asked by 
Gale to sign slips so as to okay with 
Army accountants the cost of feeding 
and housing his band ovevnight at 
These vouchers 
apparently were later revised. 


Hoosiers Will Wait 


For ASCAP in ‘49 


—ss 


ASCAP’s ‘Country Club Set’ Ousts 
Bregman From Board, Caesar In 





Incumbents Reelected 

All incumbent members up 
for reelection to the ASCAP 
board of directors, with the ex- 
ception of Jack Bregman, were 
voted back into office yester- 
day (Tues.), Irving Caesar, 
as expected, remraced Bregman. 

Abe Olman (who had been a 
temporary replacement for Jack 
since selling out to 
and Santly were 
given the again. Writers 
reelected were Stanley Adams, 
Edgar Leslie, Otto Harbach and 
Deems Taylor. No other board 
members were up for reelec- 
tion 


Robbins 
Metro), Leste1 


nod 





Bregman, Loew's 





Jack Bregman, of Bregman, Vocco 
& Conn 
with 


ings during the past 10 days 


Charlie Moskowitz, 
urer of Loew’s, Inc., over the possi- 
ble purchase by Loew’s and 20th 
Fox of the BVC catalog. At both 
meetings Bregman is said to have 
repeated alternative quotations 
ceptable to him and his partners for 
the firm. 

BVC has asked $750,000 for 49% 
of the firm’s stock, or $1,250,000 for 
all of it plus a 10-year employment 
contract with the purchase for all 


V.p. and treas- 


¢ Few 


occurrences within the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers in recent 
years have so stirred certain of its 


'members as the ousting of Jack 


| Bregman 


Those testifying 
included Jim Tyson, Music Corp. of | nl a S on uy 


as a member of the 
Society's director board, after 10 
years. Rank-and-filers aver Breg- 
man was voted off the board by the 
Society’s so-called “country club set” 
for disagreeing on a couple of issues 
with colleagues whose catalogs give 
them greater voting power under the 


veighted vote system. 

He was replaced on the board by 
Irving Caesar, who until last year 
was a member of the board as a 
songwriter, Caesar himself had been 
tussed off last year by his writer 
colleagues, after 20 years, because 


he was alleged to be a “publisher's 
i.e., voting with them against 
the writers on issues important to 
the latter. Caesar subsequently was 
named as a publisher representative 
on the appeals board, which tended 
to confirm the theory of some of the 
writers. 
Ironically, in 
man” 


man” 


“pub- 


Caesar, 


spite of the 
talk about 


lisher’s 


| feeling is that the latter's reelection 


} } , 
has had a couple of meet- | 


' 


ac- | 


three partners at $1,000 weekly, pre- | 


Latter 
who 


sumably including expenses. 
deal, it’s claimed by those 


should know, is preferable to the 
purchaser since manpower of the 
calibre Bregman, Vocco and Conn 
could deliver would be valuable to 


| Metro or 20th in the exploitation: of 


Indianapolis, March 25. 

Associated Theatre Owners of In- 
diana intend to press for passage of 
the activity of the 

Society of Composers, 
and Publishers over Gov. |} 
Ralph Gates’ recent veto. Action will 
come at next session of legislature | 
in 1949. Gov. Gates’ veto can be 
overridden by simple majority. 

ATOI blames Indianapolis Sym- 
Orchestra pressure for de- 
feat of measure in governor's office 
after passing senate 38 to O and 
house 79 to 1. “The socialites that 
make up the Indianapolis Symphony 
are impressive and close 


against 


American 


bill probably seem remote to Gov- 
ernor Gates at this time,” exhibitors 
declare via their current bulletin. 

“There was no question about the 
constitutionality of the bill. Main 
portion of it was lifted from a sim- 
ilar Nebraska act, which had gone 
through the courts of Nebraska and 
upheld by the United 
States supreme court.” Governor | 
Gates vetoed the measure on grounds 
it raised serious constitutional ques- 
tion and could be handled properly 
only on a federal basis. 


Jack Robbins Plans | 
Musical Based On 
Victor Herbert Tunes 


Inspired by the success of various 
Victor Herbert revivals, vet pub- 
lisher Jack Robbins is mulling pro- 
duction of a musical show woven 
around a dozen long-forgotten Her- 
bert compositions. Songwriting team 
Forrest and Bob Wright. 
adapters of “Song of Norway,” will 
be associated with Robbins in the 
venture. } 

Compartively obscure, the songs 
were originally publighed in Europe 
and Robbins acquired them on a 
recent junket abroad. He's publish- 
ing the tunes, paraphrased for piano 
by Domenico Savino, next month 
Lyricist Harold Rome, incidentally, 
writing the words to 


already 1s 


Heartsong,” one of the Herbert 
importees. 
Planning to develop new com- 


posers in the Gershwin idiom, Rob- 
bins is contemplating a European 
trip to o.o. of continental conserva- 
tories. He expects to explore 
the possibility of importing more 
modern European music to the U. S. 
as well as lining up deals for pub 
jiicalion 


also 


| cerned, 
|} ary for himself and still, by AFM 


film scores. 


T.D. to Form Band 
For 16-Week Date 
At His Cal. Dancery 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Tommy Dorsey wilt return to the 
May, 
at least. It’s Dorsey's idea to form a 





band business in temporarily 


new band composed of all Los An- 
geles Local 47 men and open at his 
own Casino Gardens, Ocean 
Cal., May 15, for 16 weeks. He has 
no plans as yet to work beyond the 
Casino date. 

At the same time, Dorsey has 
worked out a method of slapping 
back at Musie Corp. of America, 
with which he has been fighting and 
to which he has consistently avowed 
he will not pay any more commis- 
sions, even if it means laying off 
until his current contract expires. 
Pact has four years to go.* At the 
Casino, Dorsey will use whatever 
men want to work for him at flat 
scale. And he’s not going to draw 
any salary for himself, which will 
leave MCA out in the cold insofar 
as demanding commission is con- 
He could draw leader's sal- 


rules, avoid commission payments. 

Many of his former sidemen are 
working at the Casino Zardens now, 
for Ike Carpenter, relief combo, at 
seale. 


Catalina Casino to End 
Long Name Band Policy 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Catalina Island's Casino ballroom, 
which has used name bands for 
three decades, save during its war- 
time shrouding, plans to switch to 
use of its own “house” orchestra by 
midsummer. Leighton Noble crew 
already has been inked for nine 
stanzas, starting May 30 at reported 
$2,500 weekly, before Isle conceived 





new idea. 
Wrigley Enterprises, which oper- 
ates the Casino, will form its own 


aggregation, pick batoneer, vocalists 
sidemen, and even dictate musical 
styles. Band's label and all attend- 
ant publicity facets will be angled 
around the resort, which thus hopes 
to benefit by patronage. CBS 
which Wrigley can have at 


re- 
motes, 


of American works aboard ) will, will be one publicity outlet. 


Park, * 


(Continued on page 61) 


James Accepts 4] 


Ruling on Thumb 
To Old Sidemen 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Harry James has accepted the dic- 
tum of L. A. American Federation of 
Musicians Local 47 that he cannot 
trek his coming nine-week one-niter 
tour with an orchestra embracing the 
12 men from his last 
in rehearsal a 28-piece outfit. Union 
ruled that there was “subterfuge” in 
the men applying for full 47 mem- 
bership, even though they were en- 
titled to that recognition after wait- 
| ing the 90-day period, and then re- 
joining James along with other full 
| members of local—thus giving the 
| trumpeter a 47 combo. 

That the union was hammering at 
this angle only is evident in fact 
present James lineup includes eight 
, recent transferees into 47, and one, 
Ziggy Elmer, ex-Krupa trombonist, 
applied here after the ex-Jamesmen. 

James is thoroughly satisfied, and 
so is manager Frank (PeeWee) 
Monte. 
| James now has sorted over bevy of 
sidemen formerly with Les Brown, 
Benny Goodman, Tommy Dorsey and 
Woody Herman, plus a pick of studie 
musicians. Buddy DiVito, who has 
been doing a single around Chicago, 
| has rejoined as vocalist; he flew in 
|; over weekend. Femme chirp signa- 
|tured for tour is Pat Flaherty, last 
with Les Brown. 

The dozen former Jamesmen, 
| around whom swirled the union ru]- 
ing. have all caught on hereabouts, 
now that they are full-fledged 47 
members. Three are with Jah Savitt, 
| four with Will Osborne. 

James will tee his tour with a gig 
at San Bernardino on April 11, fol- 
lowing night at Long Beach: then 
| Tucson, Phoenix and on eastward. 


MPCE MEN MAY WIN 
NEW DEAL FROM NBC 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Members of Music Publishers 
| Contact Employees union are going 
to get a new and possibly more 
| dignified deal from the National 
Broadcasting Co., here. Network has 
agreed that some change in present 
| restrictions may be warranted and 
has promised to consider proposals 
submitted by the contact men yes- 
terday (Monday). 

Al Comparte, president of the 
pluggers’ union here, and his board 
of governors worked up the list of 
wants and submitted them to Bob 
Brown, program manager, who will 
hash them over with Lew Frost, 
Coast operational head of the net- 
work, and reply later this week 

Pluggers are now limited to very 
specific days and hours during 
which they may ply their tune 
touting, and are completely re- 
stricted from studios proper. 


crew, and has 











Vie Damene signed to Mercury 
Records following 12-week run at 
La Martinique, New York. First 
disks scheduled soon. 
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Cash-on-the-Line Insisted On By 


Fox for New Recording Companies: 


Independent 
starting out in business in the future 
and others already in operation will 
have to toe the mark with 


recording companies * 


| 


Harry ; 


Fox, agent and trusiee in synchroni- | 


zation deals for a large number of 
music publishers. 

Fox has advised various new firms 
setting up that he does not intend 
carrying their account, that he wants 


rovalties paid in advance for the 
first batch of recordings they mar- 
ket with subsequent statements to 
be applied against their already- 
paid-to-some-extent account. 

In the cases of indies already in 
existence and established to some 
extent, Fox wants monthly state- 
ments and payments rather than 
quarterly celiveries of both. This 


is to avoid the possibility of his hav- 
ing too much of a hassle securing 
monies owed publishers in rovalty 
sums, or at least to avoid risking too 
much of a in the event firms 
fold unexpectedly. 

Fox's recent jaunt to the Coast and 
his checkup of small diskers in that 


loss 


area, during which he again turned 
up a tidy sum owed publishers, ap- 
parently convinced him to insist on 
the monthly payment idea. 


Hammond’s Deal For 
Keynote Can Return 


75G to Eric Bernay 


Eric Bernay, former president and 
owner of Keynote Records, will 
realize a total of $75,000 from the 
sale of Keynote if John Hammond, 
who last week took over as presi- 


dent, picks up options on the com- | 


peny’s stock and eventually assumes 
ecntrol of the firm. Options cover 
a long period. 

H-=mmond’s essociate in the deal 
is Robert McKinney, former execu- 
tive v.p. of the Allegheny Corp. and 
currently on the beards of, the 
Missouri—Pacific and Chespeake & 
Ohio Railroads: 


Hammond On Coast 
Hollywood, March 24. 
John Hammond, new prexy 
Keynote records, arrived 
weekend on usual talent prowl. He’s 
also bent on selling the firm's pres- 
ent 10-press plant. 
Eric Bernay, former Keynote prez 


of 


and now board chairman, established | 


outpost here for label last summer, 
but when firm’s biz languished and 


recording dates got fewer on Coast. | 


cubicle was 
rhonths ago. 


closed, about two 


| aches” 


over | 





Mills N.Y.-Bound 





Publisher Irving Mills has notified | 
his office that he will sail Saturday | 


(29) for N.Y. He has been in Eng- 
land for about three wecks 
British release, through 
Musical Industries, Ltd.. 
ous recordings of Coast odd-labels. 


Mills will 


of 


{t is unlikely that open 


setting | 
Electrical | 
numer- | 


1 London branch of Mills Music, Inc>® | 


this trip, though he contemplated 
possibility before going abroad. 


TANNER WOOED BACK BY 


‘HEARTACHES, WEEMS: 


Chicago, Mareh 25. 

Elmo Tanner, who recently junked 
the band he had taken over to cash 
in on the rebirth of “Heartaches,” 
which he made with Ted Weems, re- 
turned to the latter’s band at the 
Shermzen hotel here last week. As 

result, Weems is now playing < 
newly made version of the tune that 
given him life—with the 
whistle. 


has new 
original 

One reaction to Weems “Heart- 
is amusing. He has bobby- 


soxers who never heard of his band 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending March 13) 
London, March 14. 


Anniversary Seng..... Connelly 
Lamplighter .......0s.0.-5 Dash 
April Showers......... Chappell 
Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 
To Each His Own....... Victory 


Sentimental Reasons .Maurice 


How Lucky You Are. ..Kassener 
Five Minutes More ....Morris 
Go Home....... eee ey Yale 
Things Did Last Summer. Morris 
Rickety Rickshaw.....Southern 


World Belongs Man. .Strauss-M 


Second 12 


May I Call Sweetheart Dash 
Dream Again Box & Cox 
Whole World Singing. FD&H 
Accordion Wright 
Zip-A-Dee-Do-Dah Sun 


Tart EROB. iin 
All Thru The Day.... 


mS . Chappell 
Chappell 


Don’t Fall In Love.. Wood 
China Boy China Girl. . Maurice 
ae eS re Chappell 
It’s Happened Every Day...Yale 


Sleep My Baby Sleep..... Keith 








STOCKHOLDERS 


— OK REORG OF 


cudgeling their brains to determine | 


the kind of rhythm he employs on 


the disk, Weems’ only answer so 
far is that it’s a cross bétween 
rhumba “and something else.” 


Weems, incidentally, will begin tak- 


| ords 


MUSICRAFT 


Stockholders in Musicraft Rec- 
last week put their stamp of 
approval on the reorganization plan 
designed to put the firm back on a 
sound basis. 





| Woman,” 


ee, 











Pearl Bailey, 


| who made such a hit in “St. Louis | 
on Columbia this 


is out 


week with a fine rendition of a 


/comedy number called, “That's Good 


| Enough 


For Me.” Miss Bailey, an 


| extraordinary artist, is at her best 


| throw 


| Backside, a 


| 
| 
| 
| 





That the shareholders | 


| would go along with the plan was | 


ing greater advantage of the disk | 
when he leaves the Sherman next 
week, He has retained Howard 
Christensen as his manager znd fig- 
ures to play theatres and one- | 
nighters. 


Decca and Victor 


records, both of | 


which have a number of old Weems | 


sices in addition to the “Heartaches” 
versions put out by both. are dig- 
ging into old masters. Decca has 
scheduled a cutting of “I Wonder 
Who's Kissing Her Now,” 
lyric by Perry Como. foi 
soon. 


relezse 





Robbins’ Coast Plans 


Mrs. Jack Robbins has taken an 
|} apartment in the Westwood section 
of Beverly Hills preparatory to the 


} musie publisher dividing his time be- 


|; tween bothgcoasts. Their youngest 
son, Marshall (“Brother”), having 
| entered, UCLA, his mother returns 


east temporarily next week. 

Howard (Buddy) Robbins is with 
| his father east in the J. J. Robbins & 
' Sons music interests. 





1. Heartaches (3) (Leeds). 


2. Things In Glocca Morra (5) (Crawford) 


3. Anniversary Song (8) (Mood). 


4. Managua, Nicaragua (12) (Encore) 


5. Guilty (5) (Feist) 


eeeeseeseos 


6. Linda (4) (Oxford) 


7. [ll Close My Eyes (5) (Maurice) 


8. Sonata (12) (Oxford) 


9. For Sentimental Reasons (18) (Leeds)... 


10. 


Open Door, Richard (8) (Duchess). . 


Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


Ted Weems 


Coming Up 


That's How Much I Love You, Baby (Vogue) \ Frank Sinaira 


Jalousie (Harms) 


1 Want To Thank Folks (Oxford) 
You Cant See Sun (Simon) 


That's Beginning of End (ABC).. 


If | Had My Life To Live Over (General). 


Santa Catalina (Spina) 


That's My Desire (Mills)..... 


Texas ard Pacific (Pic) 
Easter Parade (Berlin) 
My Bel Ami (Bourne) ............ 
I Do Do Like You (Harms) 
Preacher and Bear (Harris)..... 
Feet’s Too Big For Bed (Criterion) 
My Adobe Hacienda (Peer) 


Nobody Here But Chickens (Sun).... 


{ Buddy Clark...... Columbia 

} Dick Haymes.. Decca 

SWNE WOU ics Se eas pes Decca 

"| Dinah Shore...... Columbia 

{ Freddy Martin Victor 
oe ae ) Kay Kyser.... Columbia 
{ Margaret Whiting.. Capitol 

Se Oe es ) Johnny Desmond.... Victor 
{ Clark-Noble ...... Columbia 
Edge ealigig » | Charles Spivak....... Victor 

{ Dinah Shore.......Columbia 

seeeee:) Johnny Desmond.. .. Victor 

{ Perry Como.. ...... Victor 

5 yy ee ‘***** ) Carmen Cavallaro.....Decca 
{ King Cole Trio......Capito) 

| Charlie Spivak....... Victor 

{ Jack McVea Black & White 

oot 2 ee CON 6354454: 0:0 Victo 

.. Columbia 

| Bing Crosby ..... ...Decca 

{ Harry James......Columbia 

“***"* ) Herbie Fields.........Victor 

{ Perry Como ...... .. Victor 

tae nee | King Cole Trio Capitol 
ese Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 
CPO y: Cem eck Ossi Victor 

) King Cole...........Capito! 


Larry Vincent.20th Century 


\ Freddy Martin....... . Victor | Musical Digest and on Vox Records. 
..Majestic | 


| Eddy Howard... 
Frankie Lane.......Mercury 


Louis Jordan ........ Decca 

rH Phe Louis Jordan ........ Decca 

Bing Crosby Decca 

ee ag ae Dinah Shore .....Columbia 
Johnny Mercer...... 

eee SUMO, ois os ee 0.8 Victor 

te, es tot ea Stan Kenton.........Capitol 


oa 


Decca-Victor | 


almost a foregone conclusion since, 


this face. “She knows how to 
away a line, how to make 
her voice convey what a lyric leaves 
unsaid, and how to handle risque 
material in a good-humored way 
that removes gny trace ol offensive- 
ness. It seems like diskbox ma- 
terial; it’s a cinch for boxes. 
rhythm tune called 
Row. Row,” isn’t bad either, 
although it’s no “That’s Good 
Enough For Me.” Accompaniment 
on both sides is played by Mitchell 
Ayres’s band and there should be a 


on 


“race” 


“Row, 


word of commendation for both 
Ayres and the man who plays 
muted trumpet. 

Woody Herman makes his | 


debut as a full-fledged vocalist this 
week. It’s no secret in the music 
business that Columbia has extreme- 
ly high hopes for him; we, unfortu- 


nately, cannot entirely share this 
enthusiasm after hearing Herman's 
coupling of “No Greater Love” and 


“Across the Alley From the Alamo,” 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 


the deadpan girl | ; 
| accompanying band. 





but we see what Columbia means. 
{He has a great many substantial 
assets, including a way with a nov- 
elty number, and he can develop 
into a sole personality. “Love” is a 
slow ballad which Herman sings 
pleasantly enough, but it is the re- | 
verse which poinis "p his special | 
talent. Number is a rather comic 


if they had. not, investors who now | 


have a finger in the company in all 
probability would have lost what- 
ever they had risked. 

Musicraft’s idea, changed slightly 
since first developed, calls for the 
issuance of 355,259 shares of com- 
mon stock and the sale of 
more shares of common at $2.50 per, 


'along with a loan of $250,000 to pro- 


; | vide 
with a| 


retire 
and 


to 
of secured 


coin enough 
$500,000 worth 


some 
un- 


| secured debts and leave enough for 


| 





the company to start anew. New 
stock would cancel the old. 

Cosmo Records, another indie 
firm in desperate straits, which is 


waiting to have a_ reorganization 
plan okayed in the New York courts 
in May. last week held a creditors’ 
meeting. Firm needs a minimum of 
$375,000 to pay off immediate debts. 


Reichhold Continues 
To Develop Empire; 
Carnegie ‘Pop’ Prez 


Henry Reichhold, Detroit. resin 
and plastics maker, president of the 
Detroit Symphony, board chairman 
of Vox Records, president of Musi- 
cal Digest magazine, and sponsor of 





| the ABC Sunday Evening Hour, be- 





came president of Carnegie “Pop” 
Concerts, Inc. Monday (24). He 
bought out the year-old summer 
concert setup lock-stock-and-barrel. 

Daniel Rybb, founder-director of 
the “Pop” Concerts inaugurated last 
year at Carnegie Hall, will stay on 
as active manager. Second season 
of the informal, seven-nights-weekly 
concerts will open May 1 and run 
through June 14. A 70-piece orches- 


| tra will be assembled for the series. 





| 
| 
| 


| western stories 
Wax tomes will be released in the | ample, she 
| Torme. 


Eddy Howard.......Majestic | fall 


As at last summer's concerts, patrons 
will sit around tables sipping beer 
or cokes and munching sandwiches 
while they listen. 

But this is only the beginning of 
Reichhold’s scheme. Plan is to make 


| 
| 


120,000 | 





“Pop” Concerts a national setup. | 
“Every city.” he envisages, “will | 
eventually run a Carnegie ‘Pop’) 


Concert series. Local musicians are 
to be used as the orchestral basis for 
these concerts with a minimum fig- 
ure of about 60 men reqnired for 
operation. In addition local promo- 
ters who will be handling ‘Pop’ Con- 


certs are to be furnished lists of 
available young talent for hiring 


| and be provided with complete pro- 


motional and personal help.” 
On top of this, local promoters 
will have lobby sales concessions on 


and Yoeal concerts will be backed 
by national advertising and plugs on 
the Sunday Evening Hour. 

Roy Rogers will soon cut his first 
two albums for Victor, with backing 
by the Sons of the Pioneers. Anothe: 


} e 
Capitol | book will have Rogers accompanying 


|himself on a guitar on narration of | excited 


se eh sl eden 
for children. 





' 


affair and might fecome a hit. It 
tells a story and does so quietly and 
rhythmically. Happily, Herman 


makes no effort to grow coy in his 
handling of the lyric. Egged on 


not a little by Columbia promotion, 
the coin machines will probably 








Suggested Programs 


(No. 1—A program of Ruth 
Etting records.) 

“It’s Swell of You” (Decca) 

“May I Have the Next Ro- 
mance With You?” (Decca). 

“Ten Cents a Dance” (Colum- 
bia). 

“There’s a Lull In My Life 
(Decca). 

“Message From the Man In 
the Moon” (Becca). 

“There’s Something In the 
Air” (Decca). 

“Goodnight, My Love” 


‘Decca. 
(Program No. 2) 


“Tea For Two’—Connec Bos- 
well and Bing Crosby (Decca). 
“In My Adobe Hacienda”’— 
Eddy Héward (Majestic). 
“Sentimental Baby”—Ben Pol- 
lack (Victor). . 
“Des Mots Nouveaux” — Lu- 
cienne Boyer (Columbia). 
“That’s Good Enough For Me” 
—Pear] Bailey (Columbia). 
“Ace In the Hole” — Red 
McKenzie (National). 
“You Brought a New Kind of 
Love to Me’—Benny Goodman 
(Columbia). 








grab this side. 
by The Four Chips. 
clarinet in the group. 


Karl and Harty are new 
names to us, but we'll probably be 
hearing them a good deal after their 
Columbia’ coupling of “Why Do 
Girls Wear Breeches” and “There’s 
Nothing in the World a Man Won't 
Do” gets around. They're hillbilly 
singers with the usual string band 
background. What makes them more 
than run-of-the-mill, however, is an 


| ability to do a thing like “Breeches.” 


This sounds like an almost certain 
hit on cactus coiners. Eastern juke 
operators have little truck with hill- 
billy stuff, but it might benefit them 
to investigate “Why Do Girls Wear 
Breeches?” which, everything con- 
sidered, is a fair question, 

Dinah Shore is first out with 
“The Egg and I” on Columbia and 
it sounds like a good seller. Tune— 
credited to Akst, Ruby, Kalmar and 
Jolson—is an attractive one. Disk’s 
sales won't be hurt either by the 
publicity given both the book and 
the filmization. Other side is “Who 
Cares What People Sav?” from 
“Nora Prentiss.” 


It may be our own intractible dis- 


about Dinah Shore these 


days. On this slow ballad, for ex- 











tic, however, about Sonny Burke's 

Tommy Dorsey has made a lo 
better disks than his latest Vict 
which brackets “My Love For You” 
with “A Thousand and One Nights.” 
Based on Rimsky-Korsakovy’s “Sche. 
herazade,” “Nights” is a low and 
lovely ballad which Stuart Foster 
sings with no great distinction, As 
f as the nickelodeons 


far 
cerned, Monica 
this 


t 
or, 


are con. 
Signature 
tune is a better 


Lewis’ 
pressing of 





Best Bets 

Hillbills “Why Do Gir s Wear 
Breeches?” (Karl and Harty). 

Latin-American “El Matra- 

quero” and “Recuerdon La Ola 

Marina™ (Miguelito Valdes Sex. 


— 


tet). 
Dance — “Heartaches” (Harry 
James). " 
Novelty—“That’s Good Enough 
For Me” (Pearl Bailey and 
“Across the Alley From the 
Alamo” (Woody Herman). 
Ballad “The Egg and j” 


(Dinah Shore) and “It I Had Mv 
Life to Live Over” (Bob Eberly). 





bet. It’s difficult work 


to up any 
enthusiasm over “My Love For 
You.” 

Miguelite Valdes’ Sexiet may 
work up some interest among Latin- 
American aficionados in eight new 
faces. They are “Tambormbea” and 
“El Maraquero,” rhumbas; “El Ca- 
jon” and “Alge Nuevo,” fast rhum- 
bas: “Ahora Seremos Felices” and 
“El Tumbaito,” slow rhumbas: “La 


Comparsa,” a comparsa rhythm: and 
“Recuerdon La Ola Marina,” a 
guracha rhythm. They all feature 


| Valdes vocals. 





Accompaniment is | 
Herman plays 





| spiritless 


A rather pleasant ver: 
Can't Get Started” is on a new Key- 
note, by the Lennie Tristano Trio. 
The musicians get overly compli- 
cated, but the job, as a whole, is in- 
teresting. 


ior or ae | 


(Co- 


to be one of the 


James’ “Heartaches” 
turns out 


Harry 
lumbia) 


most agreeable treatments this oldie 
has been accorded. It has a nice 
bouncy besai and some authoritative 


James horn, but the vocal is on the 
side. It is backed up by 
“I Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode 
Away.” in which the singing is per- 


formed by Art Lund, who used 
to be with Benny Goodman. High 
spot here is James’ trumpet work 
behind the vocal. “Heartaches,” it 


probably goes without saying, is a 
hot diskbox candidate. Reverse has 
its possibilities. 

“I Tipped My Hat” is done on 
Decea this week by Bob Eberly, with 
The Song Spinners and Frank 
Froeba and His Trio. It’s an effec- 
tive job and one that would indicate 
that Eberly can be built into a valu- 
able property. On the other side he 
and others do “If I Had My Life to 
Live Over.” It is a strong candidate 
for the buffalodeons. So far, it’s the 
best version, but Buddy Clark's 
Columbia is still to be heard from. 


Ginny Simms, Dick Todd 
Sign Sonora Disk Pacts 


Ginny Simms and Dick Todd have 
inked exclusive disk pacts with 
Sonera Records. Financial details 
are not known. Company plans to 
release Todd on its 39¢ Black label. 
Bob Chester, with still a year to 
go on his Sonora contract, will also 
press on Black in the future. 

Since Sonora’s low-priced disk de- 
buted Feb. 1, company exccs claim 
that one-third of its wax production 
is being alloted to that label. 


Deutsch Sets Up Agcy. 


Milt Deutsch, who has, since How- 


jard Richmond's exit, operated Ame 
ican Artists Bureau, set up originally 
| by Jack Robbins, has formed his ow? 


| 


Latter, Continental Artists 


agency. t 

yonn s 
Corp., bought from Americe! - 
wee the management contracts © 


| . ampo 
| Noro Morales and Luis Del Camp? 


| furniture. 
| existence under Buddy Robbins. 


id 
in 
son 


plus its New York office lease al 
American remains 


| of Jack. 


oe | with Bertica Serano, 
position, but we cannot become very | des. 


Deutsch goes into his own business 
Miguelito Va‘- 


Chito Izar, Paul Neer and 


| Ernie Held in addition to the - ar 
| Andy Delmzr will head his cockia! 


sounds as timid as Mel | 
We can become enthusias- | 





department; Larry Gengo * ill 


handle theatres and cafes. 
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IN “CARNIVAL IN COSTA RICA” 
OPENING THIS FRIDAY AT ROXY 
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* ANOTHER NIGHT LIKE THIS »~« I'LL KNOW IT'S LOVE 


* MI VIDA * COSTA RICA * RUMBA~BOMBA 
* MARACAS. « GUI-PI-PIA 


Persona : - 
l Representatiue yor Ermesto Lecuona : Exclusiue Publishers for Exueate L 
oS @ LECuona . 


MARCEL VENTURA EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORP 


HOTEL WALDORF NG 
-ASTORIA »* NEW YORK RCA BULDI 
| ms * RADIO CITY » NEW YO 
* NEW YORK 


Sea EN a, i, 
. eS 
ee 


x 











4% ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


x} ; 
‘ ‘ 


Wednesday, March 26, 1947 





Music Notes 


Jimmy Hilliard, Mercury waxing chief, in from Chi for sessions with 
Anita Ellis, Frankie Laine, Jack Fina orchestra and the Starlighters.... 
Bing Crosby, Dick Haymes and Andrews Sisters have cut half that Decca 





In a Day’s Work 
Cleveland, March 25. 
Bud Wendell, WHK disk joc- 
key, takes his job seriously. 
Wendell offered himself as a 
day’s reward for the best letter 














Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


Hereunder are the top 30 songs of the week, compiled by the Audience 
Coverage Index Survey Music Broadcast over NBC, CBS, ABC and 
Mutual networks, based in New York on tabulations by Accurate Reporting 


























prohibiting all bands, when working 








“Annie, Get Your Gun” album Smiley Burnette pacted to clef eight written in. When British war Service. Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman 
oatunes for Columbia sagebrushers....Pete Kameron has joined Capitol bride Mrs. Kar] Pallastrine won, Deectie. ° o° 
Songs, Inc.. as Hollywood professional manager, assisted by Mildred Cava-| Bud went out to the house, did Survey Week of March 14-20, 1947 
naugh....Pied Pipers, Page Cavanaugh Trio and Connie Haines set for the washing and ironing, and ‘ i np} “Pl Girl” cniok, 
Universal-International short. Bullets Durgom set deal as a package with served Mrs. Pallastrine break- A Gal imeCa arn eins aa Mac Girl” eat 2 eee wee Witme, 
spot for himself as well.:..Happy Goday, Peter Maurice veepee, on Coast fast in bed. A Rainy Night In sy . a bie soles ake ey ee mark 
for huddles with Hollywood rep of pub, Sammy Friedman... .Bernie Wayne Anniversary Song—i"JOlson Story s...eseeeeereeeees ywer 
and Ben Raleigh cleffing additional tunes for Al Rosen's legit musical | Bless You AMMeg coat AE ERAT id ie he ih, SRT bgt orm acaba 
“Mary Had a Little ——,” which had been on the road for several months | 6 ] For Sentimenta] Reasons... ....++e seeeereeeeeeneres ae ven 
Max Steiner and Ray Heindorf have finished score for Warners’ “My | aZzZ ays ur 808 EM We geet in, a Ace fi yuk 
Wild Irish Rose”....J. C. Flippen cut two for Tempo Recards last week. | eartac S seneese se eee ERR a: ag ty So gg ae Ke 
First fling on wax for vet caahetlie Heinz Roemheld and Bill Carey | How Are Things In Glocca Morra—* Finian’s Rainbow eg, tte 
have been inked by Seymour Nebenzal to clef a tune, tagged after forth- ° I Gotta Gal I Love $i “Ladies Man x5>8 Se SMe SURAAED SS ** Ansar: 
coming film, “Heaven Only Knows,” to be published primarily to exploit’| ote in 0 FT00 at Phis Isn t Love Finian’s Rainbow a ord 
pic....Bee Walker now songwriting with Kermit Goell Columbia prep- | | (ll Close My Eyes..... ve 
ping its first Dinah Shore album, “A Date With Dinah”....Veloz and It Takes Time ....-++-+++see+s ~<A 
Yolanda signed by Coast odd-label, Variety, to teach hoofing via an album, bad It's a Good DRY mace mie ea . Capitol 
to be tagged “Learn to Dance.” Eddie LeBaron’s band will back up. | rine | It's the Same Old Dream.... eneere 
Slim Gaillard has cut first three for M-G-M Records. Guitarist has re- | ® ® | it's Dreamtime .... .. «.+.+. et } -Joy 
formed his old crew, with Zutty Singleton and Tiny Brown Jack Kapp | k Linda a euibi: sol oe 
east after Coast visit....Hal Wallis has bought film rights to Hule Styne- | Hollywood, March 25. | Love Is a Random Thing nina ns 
Sammy Cahn oldie, “I'll Walk Alone,” for forthcoming flick of same title. | “Jazz at the Philharmonic laid | Managua Nicaragua. ver Eni ore 
pen ad a ; lan ostrich-sized egg at the Shrine; Maybe You'll Be There ...... Triangle 
Aud last week. One-niter of the| My Pretty Girl .......... Republic 
bd bi Norman Granz troupe, at $3.60 top.| No Greater Love ........... J oatbek World 
00 rative 0 alm Nn e Li é grossed less thar $1,000—slimmest | Oh, But I Do—i“Time, Place, Girl”’....... Witmark 
| take any jam concert ever copped | Oh Why Did I EversLeave Wyoming?.... .......-. Feist 
| here, and definitely worst gross of | Sonata bles eda 46% 6 Se Sp eek ae ney ose Oe Oxford 
a ° . as | unit’s tour. ? That's Where I Came In ....... Robbit s 
0 fe 9 ont inl - a 10 a S$ Granz flatly blames lack of ex-|} This Is the Night sprain” 
| ploitation and advertising. No news- | Too Many Times — Fos Advanced 
; ; b | pane ann ras taken. ho sheets | We Could Make Such Beautiful Music.......... BMI 
Initial meeting in New York last ‘amount to a_ considerable’ sum. P pe i ety ad was ta ra ~ + You Can't See Sun When You're Crying Simon 
week between committees represent-| ASCAP takes the stand that co-! mage cardboard used, pat, os plugs, | Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah—#“Song of South Santly-Joy 
ing the American Society of Com-j|operative shows actually are local | and: the ieere press was not we I ak : 
posers, Authors and Publishers and | shows and should be paid for on that | sag he r the gg “ are Remaining 21 songs of the week, which did not have enough performance 
radio interests accomplished little | basis. lb ke *d, im 5 = , 7 page en % aK credits to rate inclusion in the first 30. 
except to set up what's termed a/ felevision situation is a conun- | 2 : i te ake reo fal grag" Or nz | And So To Bed ...... Very Tr .++..Famous 
“friendly spirit” and name sub-com- drum, probably to both sides. ASCAP | ol wa rey F “y - es — — “4 April Showers—i“Jolson Story”.. » ++. Harm: 
: ovgentialt , master ‘ ’ | consequently has frowned in the di-| P*" @ . 
mittees to investigate and consider| would like to see this phase of | ecti ¢ the agency’s local. band- | Cu-Tu-Gu-Ru ....:. we Sinatra 
problems that must be ironed out | p;oadcasting, in so far as its collec- | ay he - 6 ae os 7 “mg "1 Girl That I Marry—*“Annie Get Your Gun”............e68.. Berlin 
before a new contract, to supplant ition of revenue is concerned, on a ~ fg m _ ty ges 1€ “ee Gotta Get Me Somebody To Love—i“Duel In the Sun”.......Morris 
the current one expiring in 1949, can | cjearer basis before renewing its Piet y. — y, the aot ing - 0 1} Can't Believe’ It Was All Make-Believe ~—  — Bee 
be concluded. These “problems” €n- | contract with radio. It’s felt that be- | a ahae be re oe dorks cae i I Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode Away tobhin 
tail such items as television, C0-| fore the expiration of any renewed | en perpen Dbniety caaen hae ah I'd Love To Live In Loveland W. Rossiter 
operative programs, et al. Sub-/asreement, television will have | — oe “0 peta SP ot cag TT a fy ae ay RS She ae Pema 
committees will report their findings | really come into its own. such bashes im future (as Philiar- | Life Can Be Beautiful—*"“Smashup”............. Melrose 
at the next confab of the two groups| =~ — ——-__ monic Aud long has done ) because | Midnight Masquerade $0 ; ..Shapiro-B 
on May 12. | customers wor unruly se oo. | My Adobe Hacienda a . - 5 3 onan ese Southern 
Of the two above-named problems, L.A LOCAL 47 BANS f chums ha ~ eggs eae a Bree My Heart Goes Crazy—#“My Heart Goes Crazy” ....Burke-VH 
the cooperative program angle is} ~*'* | theatre fon twe nights, “t Ml <a | My Number One Dream Come True Melrose 
likely to be the sharpest, Due to the DOUBLING IN BRAS fiw an got a rumor that Buddy aad eee thi Tie Mate i: aoa gos ee etn 
move of Kate Smith to Mutual next} rind bust: +4 ‘op —. Ree: 7 | September Song—**Knickerbocker Holiday” Crawford 
fall. plus other manifestations of a} Hollywood, March 25. | Sapers es wat ed cor aka imaon | Sooner Or Later—7“Song of South” ....Santly-Joy 
growing importance of that type of American Federation of Musi- yee ayer d os > wee es Uncle Remus’ Said—-+*Song of South”..................0.2. Santly-Joy 
broadcasting, ASCAP would like the! . t.ocal- 42 tans. tasued edict | — = we © —— | When Am I Gonna Kiss You Good Morning...... .....Martin 
method of payment on such music | 5 glee whe vache Shrine Relents Who Cares What People Say.............. .. «+..Harms 


billings ironed out. There has been 
a tendency among individual stations 
which take network shows 
broadcast them with local sponsors 


to pay ASCAP on the basis of the | 


network 
amounts to 2%4° 


music charge, which 
of the station's card 


rate. ASCAP feels that it should be | 


paid on the individual station rate, 
calling for 2°4%, each on a blanket 
basis. There doesn’t seem to be too 
much difference, but over a long 
period of time the “breakage” can 











BENJAMIN and WEISS' 
LATEST 


| WANT . 
TO THANK 
YOUR FOLKS 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
George Joy, Pres. 
1619 Bway ° New York 19 


and | 


regularly, from 
working off-hours 
feature film. To do such a chore, an 
orchestra must not be. otherwise 


giving such concerts one more whi. 
“Jazz” came off okay with manage- 


| 


: j aveme anwhile | You'll Always Be the One I Love........... ....Sinatra 
simultaneously Mae * eg moe x por * ‘ _* 
‘ep : | had a sit-down with its direetors 
or off-days in a} . - , : 
” and latter talked front-office into| ¢ Filmusical, * Legit Musical. 




















{employed during duration of lens- a ‘ P i: lin concerts here tomorrow (Thurs- 
| ing engagement, Bands, however, pe ee opened or i pions Pats day) and Friday at the Philhar- 
may make musical shorts. ates te Gla towns the ‘ (Week Ending, March 22) ;monic. Alfred Wallenstein handled 

Ukase . another ggasi onan concert was an hour late in starting Anniversary Song..... Mood the L. A. aggregation in the “es w+ 
“‘s ‘ Tom a syrend cmaployiaeo} | due to MCA’s “promoter” haggling Glocca Morra......... Crawford Memorial Opera House Friday an 
| dwindled wet dre ta ie na | before he gave the nod to pay the ~vmcdmieg bdhombi a | Saturday (21-22). 
‘tio has been kept here, with situa- matey musicians Crgpred by — 7 ig chageie ot stnofair 2 
| tion same as about a year ago. Of | Jazz" now is playing up Pacific Guiles se oe “FP ry 
| the’ 12,600°card-holdera in Locaj 47, | CO#5t to border, and has been set for | “FOr a ee ete 

Easter (April 6) in Chicago and a CSC BEY ST OB. 05 +0. aes oi Thanks to DECCA REC- 


only about 4,500 are regularly em- 
‘ployed at any time. 





| Though Ziggy Elman’s new or- 
| chestra was due to disband Sunday 
(23), M-G-M Records last week cut 
five sides with the outfit to add to 
| unreleased masters cut by the band 


}over the next few months, click 
|} after release Elman probably will 














reorganize, It’s quite unusual for a 





SPECIAL SONG PARODIES 


Justi written, new ideas, different 
stenennnte all have socke, funny end- 
ng, 

1947 list on request. 
MANN” GORDON 


819 W. North Ave. 
Milwaukee 6, Wise. 


| disk company to cut a band going 
; out of existence, especially a new 
; combe such as Elman’s. 

| Biman gave up his band rather 
| than reduce its size to allow for a 
more comfortable operating nut. He 
broke it up following a one-nighter 
at the Trianon Ballroom, Toledo, and 





left from there for the Coast. 





























NEW YORK—LOU COMITO 











repeat at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., May 
5. Granz also is talking of trying 





BOOSEY-HAWKES BUYS 


LL. STOCKROOM SITE 


brook, L. I., to house its general of- 
fices. stockroom and shipping de- 
partments. Occupancy of the site 
is slated to take place about June 1. 
Space in N. Y. for stockrooms, etc., 
is almost impossible to obtain. 
Although most of the company’s 
operations will henceforth be’ cen- 
tered at Lynbrook, part of its ex- 
ecutive offices will remain in New 
York along with the professional 


department. a 


CHICAGO—NORMAN FINK 


to toss a bash in Mexico City, pro- Old Lamplighter. .....Shapiro-B for beautiful rendition 
nd viding in some manner he can get 
Elman Cuts ,) Sides : the musicians’ union down there to Vout setae 10 * on Decca No. 3225 
} e e oka y appearances of Petrillomen. ou an ee 1) ee eae imon 
With Disbanded Orch . EF ee Oxford 





weeks zgo. And if any of these Boosey-Hawkes, publishers, have Open Door. Richat 
5 : aay $i RUICRRTG « 0:6 0:0 hess 
sides, which M-G-M will spread | purchased a building near Lyn-| you'll.Always Boo.) | Sinates PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP 





Listen to i ERRY COMO Sing 


FRANKIE CARLE’S Newest Hit 


“ROSES IN THE RAIN” 


On His CHESTERFIELD SUPPER CLUB Friday, March 28th, Over N.B.C. Network, 7 P.M., EST 
BARTON MUSIC CORP. 


MACK MARTIN, Professional Manager 


LA, SF. Swap Cleff Clubs 


It's a Good Day..........Capitol 
For Sentimental Reasons.Duchess |} 








ORDS and MILLS BROS. 


JUST A DREAM 
OF YOU DEAR 


All Material Available 


April Showers............Harms 
Wyoming 
Bless You.............Shapiro-B 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah. .Santly-Joy 
That's How Love You.....Vogne 
That's Where I Came In. Robbins 





“vwmZeceoe ACOUZPA4H 








Yew [ore 




















Hollywood, March 25. 
Los Angeles Philharmonic went 
north last weekend in an exchange | 
series with the San _ Francisco | 
Symph. It’s first time the two sym- | 
phony orchestras have played on a 
home and home basis. } 
Pierre Monteux conducted the SF, 


BARGAIN 


Italian Piano Accordions 


FOR SALE __ 
FEW LEFT — ACT QUICKEY 
G.MESCHI Call at 8 P.M. 


4814 Beverly, Bkiyn., N. ¥. Dl 6-4554 




















HOLLYWOOD—MAX LUTZ 
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Herman Starr May Replace Schirmer “BEING usaen By nca Minor Disk Firms Continue to Feed 
As Head of Pubs Classification Unit ..'s:S-2.<.se-".""| Hits to Ma jor Recorders, Publishers 


new to music followers into major 

Mills’ Top Plug New York locations this summer in Minor recording companies, which | Perhaps the latest is “If I Had My 

an effort to build new national|in recent months have launched’ Life to Live Over,” put out some 

time ago by 20th Century Records, 

which virtually every major pub- 

f ee lisher has been trying to buy with- 
Music, Inc. angled onto disk [who has been getting quite a buildup | Which ro watched closely by | out snenain eg if 
: T Ss r ior ac - : . 

on the Bing Crosby and Frank Sina- rs coumue te reaa a eee Fe Tune, written by Larry Vincent, 

es cea prospective | Henry Tobias and Moe J:.ffe some 








P the Music * 
Herman Starr, head of 
Publishers Holding Corp. (Warner 
Bros, music gfou )s may be named Hollywood, March 25. : ; , 
chairman of the ublishers Classifi- Paul Mills, Coast plugger for names, First is a band to be maes-/ Quite a number of obscure tunes 
ooiet en, & poke bea | family publishing firm, Mills troed by Skitch Henderson, pianist,| into the hit class, as a result of 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers ot. & Meosing today | jockey Gene Norman's KFWB 
(Wed.) in New York. If that oc-/ program last week for a solid 























curs, starr will replace —* | two-hours. He not only out- tra radio shows and on Capitol Rec- | hits to major diskers and publishers. years ago, was put into a music 
4 ublisher Gus Schirmer Pa - : | chattered Norman, but suc- ords, | publishing firm called General Mu 
P| committee, composed of pub- . . ; pee a ‘ “ = 
7 oe coe of the society's di- whirled ham a no wax | MCA would like to put Henderson | . sic, owned by Jaffe and Paul Kapp, 

isher-members 5 be | uriea during that span except into the Pennsvlvania |! > le D M D d rtis ; Jer Vine aenr 
“ lis . hoard, and he will be in the| recordings of + t i cept | int ie | enns lvania hotel, New es iomes vemandas | artist manager. Vinceni recorded it 
. neste val ur ising a group sit- | l nes of tunes in’ Mills’ | York, and has had discussions along | for 20th almost a year ago and it is 
er of supervising a Sit- | catalog et a nn ae . : e awe | So and it 1 
& position ( s 2 hose lines with James McCabe. the now a big diskbox fave in certai 

wae sme -equests by him | ——_—— __________ ly ; , y D g SK ave in certain 
i ting 1n judgment on requests ©. tts | 1Otel’'s general manager. He would un a era 10n | sections and spreading. Jaffe and 





for substantial availability increases 


for his firms. 


Nave a combo composed of four Kapp won't sell the tune: they have 


Lombardo Maps New french horns, three trumpets, one Ballrooms Cancelled | ‘522° contact man Jack Perrin to 


» Schirmer is quitting and : sp he , 
oho i * antioned aaididats for | ° | trombone, five sax, three rhythm Des Moines, March 25 | exploit it, with the aid of 13 disk- 
Starr is tne meé e . ( ASCAP L k: It would be composed of ll ' P . i; ings DY matlor <¢ mino! (Am ns 
his vost is undisclosed. But it may 0. aS in ’ local Rng ev f all N. ¥ City council has received a de- | | lajor and minor compa- 
s . - . - . ' 1O¢ i UNIO men. > i nies 
have something to do with Starr's i. | mand from the dancehall commis- | ines lis} 
i : her hand a eee . | Another minor disker seems wel] 
refusal to attend last week’s meeting Has One With BMI Other band MCA is pushing and | Sion that public dance spots here Pay I ; o1 reer oe Y ell 
ius . - ine eg a " o S way ywar fa new 
| which it would like to launch as-a/cease Sunday operations. Members | way SVE SEaIng a new 


“lassificati committee, at 

of the classification ? Guy Lombard es nT eae : ; acca aga _ OF mM 
which his demands for more availa- nie an aiiiities tn ae London | national band from a major N. Y.jof the commission also insist that 
bility points were to come up. They - _ — aitiiio e€ o roadcast spot, is that of Jack Fina, a graduate ‘enforcement of regulations govern- | ld “That's : oy Nae 

y P a 7 ig | Music, Inc., is also setting up a firm|of Freddy Martin’s combo. He’s a/i ballr ‘ee ee senlie | 2 ear-olc iat's My Desire,” owned 
had arisen at a prior meet and his , > : S ajing ballrooms tightened generally |} Mills . : 
agsues at that time had pre- to be submitted for membership in } trumpeter and has been submitted|and more attention paid to exclu- Pree: written by Helmy Kresa- 
— n Starr to table his re- |the American Society of Composers, | for the Waldorf-Astoria Roof for!sion of juveniles Carroll Loveday. All major diskers 
rg pon § : hg = : ‘ S. ‘ / * 
vailed y. = a while. to allow the | Authors and Publishers. He has/ later in the season. Griff Williams Council is starting a series of c ha’ hopped on this, too, 
aed ati committee to re-evalu- | formed Lombardo Music, Inc., for | opens that room May 15 for six and fer ‘ i ol i yoy Ms se ne Pg — ered vas 
classification 7 --rated firms pat }that purpose. He and his brothers, |a half weeks, followed by Guy Lom- ; phe —— ~ ilagg~ “aeet see and | small disk firms are the two Leeds 
ate all the lower-ra “ay ws ic rn Carmen and Leibert, are directors | bardo July 7 for four. Fina is now | eee auves of the Tromar and | tunes, “For Sentimental Reasons” 
numerous. beefs or moi ' © HOW | Riverview nark ballrooms and | (Manor) and “Open the Door, Riche 


| hit—Mercury’s recording by a néw 
| singer, Frankie Laine, of the nine- 





2 TRB BATS REG OLE 





























stem London Music has been in opera-| 2 e Cle 
y I has b pera-/at the Claremont hotel, Berkeley.}/i,. urw : ” 
points, ere caca,+ | lon for some time under Joe Santly. | Cal. “|the V.F.W. club to get difficulties | ard” (Black & White), along with 
Starr, though he wasn’t present ironed out. a string of hillbillies and other pops. 
nce at last week’s meeting, was the only | == — — = = — 


publisher to draw a point-raise. He 
drew a 250-point boost for his Shu- 


bert catalog, which was rated at | 
500 (firm is half-owned by the Shu- ‘ RQ A |) | . } 
berts), and his request for boosts | 
for his Gershwin catalog (now at ‘ : 
eat a Oo 
Zl 


750) and increases for Harms and 
Witmark were tabled. Witmark is 
now at 5,500 points and Harms at 
SY ; 










11,000 points. Latter is highest-rated 
firm in the society, holding double 
its nearest competitors (there are 
12 or so firms at 5,500, of which Wit- 
mark is one), 

Lou Levy, who has been battling 
ASCAP for some time for a raise, 
also appeared before the board to | 
scrap for a boost. He wants to be - 7 
on equal terms with Bregman-Voc- 
i co-Conn at 1,375 points. He’s now at} ‘ 1 


750, had been raised twice before to G 
| a\\ 
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1,000 by the appeals committee only 
to be batted back to 750 by the clas- . 
sification committee. This time there . 
seen § had been bitter feeling among board | ceil 
members over his setting up of | 
urs Duchess Music, a Broadcast Music 
iar § affiliate, which ASCAPers took to 
lled indicate as being an unfriendly act. 
War It was predicted this move would | 
and hurt his availability chances with 
ASCAP. His case was tabled. 
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Weems ‘Heartaches’ 6 ON 
Disk May Land Him rw (Oe § 
Choice Astor Booking 


Ted* Weems may find himself 

booked into one of New York's fh 
choicest summer locations as a re- 

sult of the resurrection of his 
“Heartaches” disking of years ago, 
which has spanked the tune into a 
live sheet sales hit. He is being | 
submitted by Music Corp. of Amer- | 
lea for a run at the Astor hotel this 


summer, 
Astor has Sammy Kaye to open | L 
— 











REDBOOK 


1 MONTH TO 
REDBOOK, TEX. 
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the Roof in May and Carmen Caval- | 
laro to follow. Both were signed for 
the dates last year, Final third of 


“Tite season “is Spen, however, and Hot, sweet or classical, record buying is a habit 


that’s where Weems may land. 


"| | Continental Denies Disk in REDBOOK. North Carolina 








Divi 














MP Charges by Mendaire 
. A general denial of charges was : or | 
_— Nha qanading ay pt ain glint When you talk music to these young, tune of six billion dollars! They'll THEY'RE YOUNG, TOO! 
— by i “ : . 4 “@ . . . 
“ “ sagen 1 oe drae poten free-spending, music-minded Red- buy over $8,500,000 worth of rec- More than half of all Redbook readers are 
, : ; i ° : ° under ? ars of age— P 
by Mendare Products Mavutact'~| ook families, you're talking to ree- ods this year sok yea we, seas st 
mm Co. E. G. Conn, Continental's * ‘ layers. With six billi j , ¢. 
eDesior, tkel for'aueeat ae te] ord buyers who BUY—regularly*, In Redbook, NorthCarolinaalone, |Past With ix billion dolar in thes 
suit on the grounds that the Men- . : ' > musical whims—and they do! Tel 
smite firm never submitted samples not just occasionally! they Il buy nearly oe worth story to Redbook, U.S Pt fe ta Basan 
§ per contract. P ¥ f d R ch . thi "> 
of records. Keacn every Home in this month in th 
Last October, Continental com- And the same thing goes for all of ° J year, for $44,100. 
Pleted a deal with Mendaire in Redbook. U.S.A. They're in upper market for a pro-rata rate of $67 a 
Which latter was to supply 400,000 ’ 7 That's all i in Red k 
Sets of “Picturime” record albums to middle income brackets... to the page. at’s all it costs in Redboo: # 








be offered for kiddie Xmas trade. Deal 
Contained a clause which provided 
that the contract could be cancelled 
if Samples submitted by Mendaire 


Were not approved, 7 , 

givete’ oO. and Tauba Goodman, | HIT EM WRENS 

J endaire’s Owners, declared that | THEY LIVE. 

Samples were approved Oct, 17, but | in oe IN 9 e 'e 


later that month were notified that 

Continental wouldn't deliver. 

ther ji Conn of Mendaire denied 

prov amples were submitted or ap- 
Oved and moved for suit’s dis- 


= | Missal, 





*Send for the Redbook national survey of record and record player buying habits. 
Write for your copy today! Redbook, 444 Madison Avenue, New York 22, New York 
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‘Come On In Sign 
Dangled by MGM 


Now that MGM Records is actually 
rolling, with its first disks on the 
market, it figures to have a lot less 
trouble convincing artists to switch 
to the new label, if it can find any 
or opposition labels whose contracts 





Mission Beach, Cal., 
Lowers Cost Sights; 
Name Bands Slowed 


San Diego, March 25. 

Mission Beach, with its ballroom 
and sideshows, opens its summer 
season here May 10 under new man- 
agement with a 50% cut in rental 
and similar whittling in other de- 
partments. Frank Guthrie and 
Tommy Haynes, who took over con- 





are expiring. During the past six 
months, the fact that M-G had many 
| times set back the date of the debut 
| of its first disks, cost it some impor- | 
|tant artists | 


These names in all probability | 
would have signed with the new 
Metro film affiliate had they been 


certain of a definite debut date, or if 
initial diskings could have been on 
the market by Jan. 1. At the end 
of Jast year a number of rival com- 
;pany contracts were up, and the 
artists involved, while they might 


out a disk until the latter got going. 
| They assumed the companies they 
were then with would pull all disks 
from the market, leaving them in the 
isame spot Charlie Spivak was in 
several years ago. 

| Spivak quit Columbia and went to 
| Victor, but in between the switches 
|the disk companies struck against 
ithe American Federation of Musi- 
|cians, and Spivak didn’t make his 
first disk for Victor until more than 
a year later. Meanwhile, Columbia 
|had pulled all his releases from the 
| market and he was hurt badly at the 
b.0, 


‘Mpls. Wax Distrib Buys 
Dead Label Masters 
On New Sort of Deal 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Fredrick Lee Co., of Minneapolis, 
one of largest wholesale record job- 














of odd-label product, has paid $1,5¢0 
for 115 masters from defunct Bel- 
Tone and withered Little Folks plat- 
teries, 

Firm is pulling a new switch. It 
has told the numerous artists who 
cut the wax that they can have the 
masters back for free, can have 
them pressed themselves or spot 
| them with a waxery. It follows that 
| Lee will then be given distrib rights 
|to the works, although C. M. Red- 
| man, company exec who last week 


| came here and set up the arrange- 











| will not be under compulsion to do 
| SO. 
According to Redman, indies are 
rapidly faltering, are having fewer 
disking sessions and have lagged in 
pressing. These are the small out- 
fits for whom Lee jobs and his 
move is to get additional platters to 
‘sell. Redman stresses his company 
will not create a label, nor press 
product, just continue wholesaling. 








Now Columbia Records; 
Alarcon Heads Exports 


Columbia Recording Corp. last 
week officially changed its tag to 
Columbiz Records, Ine. Reason 
| given for the maneuver is that there 
too much confusion over the 


was 
| original, that the purposes of the 
| organization weren't immediately 
| obvious, that it could have meant a 
| transcription firm, ete. 

Change was authorized by the 
|; company’s board of directors, meet- 
| ing in New York last week. 
Columbiz, incidentally, has named 
Ralph Alarcon manager of its ex- 
port division. He succeeds Sandor 
| Porges, head of the division for 
|more than 20 years, who recently 
| moved over to head Capitol Records’ 
| new foreign department. 
| Alarcon had been Porges assistant, 
having been with Columbia about 
20 years, nine of them «es Porges’ 
helpmate. 








_Al Donahue, Pastor 
| In Columbia Films 


| Columbia Pictures continues to be 
one of the more consistent users of 
| name bands or their leaders in films 
nowadays. Studio last week signed 
Al Donahue and his outfit for 
“Sweet Genevieve,” rolling soon. 
Last week Columbia set Tony Pas- 
tor for a musical and speaking part 
in “Three Blondes And a Redhead.” 

Donahue, now a record jockey on 
KFVD, Los’ Angeles, Monday 








is currently playing the Trianon 
ballroom, L.A., weekends. 








[last August, have dunked the name 


|more economical 


have been partial to a M-G contract, | 
| couldn't see themselves going with-| 


bers in country, with extensive line | 


; ment, told Variety that the artists | 


through Fridays, 15 minutes a day, | 


trol of the spot from Larry Finley 


ST, L, TOOTER GETS 
2 YRS. ON WEED RAP 


St. Louis, March 25. 

In slapping on a two year jolt 
in a Federal hoosegow on John F. 
Buhlinger for selling marijuana, 
U. S. Judge Richard M. Duncan last 
week told the trumpeter in a local 
dance band, that henceforth “any 
musician who smokes reefers” will 
be severely dealt with. 

Buhlinger was the second of five 
convictions of people arrested early 
this month by Federal agents, who 





band policy, except for possible one- 
night stands, and will go in for 
entertainment. 
Program calls for three nights per | 
week in the ballroom with Fred 
Plank’s 13-piece orchestra and a 
femme vocalist. During the rest of 


the week the musicians, in Hawaiian 
costumes, will hand out schmaltz 
tunes, instead of jump, in the out- 


door bandstand, as an adjunct to the | 


surrounding carny shows. 
Finley, who fought legal 
linvolving millions of.dollars with 
|MCA, sold out to Guthrie and 
| Haynes for around $50,000. Deal in- 
|cluded an extension of the lease for 
five years by the San Diego City 
|Council, which conirols the prop- 
lerty, and a reduction of rent from 


battles 


| $20,000 to $10,000 per year. Mission 
|Beach during the war years teemed 
with sailors and aircraft workers | 


|drawing overtime pay and tossing It 
j - . 

laround. San Diego, like the old 
| West, ain’t as wild as it used to be. 





} 
Masters Again Active, 
Takes on Randy Brooks 


A. Edward Masters, New York 
attorney who before the war was 
deeply enmeshed in the financing 
of name orchestras, apparently is 
again becoming active. - He has 
taken over responsibility for the 
i fortunes of the Randy Brooks or- 
chestra from Lou Mindling, who 
was bought out of his contract. 
| Brooks goes into the Pennsylvania 
hotel, N. Y., April 7. Booking orig- 
inally was cited as for six weeks, 
but it’s now claimed to be for 12. 


On the Upbeat 
New York 


Michaud, Tommy Dorsey 














Arthur 
|; Manager, 
three weeks....Bernie Miller, band 
and music biz attorney, recovering 
| from heart attack in Florida, returns 
|north first week in April ...Robert 
Goffin’s book on Louis Armstrong, 
titled “Horn of Plenty,” originally 
published in Europe, now being 
|marketed here....Claude Thornhill 
on vacation at Virginia Beach.... 
Les Elgart orchestra switched to 
William Morris agency....Manhat- 
tan Beach opens weekends with 
name bands in June and goes full- 
week July and August....Milton Ax 
to Florida to look over recording 
talent....Allen Foster, vocalist with 
Bob Chester, now under contract to 
leader....Henry Busse into Beach 
Walk, Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi- 
cago, June 13 for seven weeks.... 
|Tommy Dorsey finally joined his 
| boat at Norfolk, Va., for inland-canal 
|trip to Florida; storms had delayed 
|head, back in N. Y. from Coast... 
|Ron Perry and Phil Wayne orches- 
itras succeed Carmen Cavallaro at 
{ Biltmore hotel. 

Eli Oberstein, RCA-Victor record- 








| ing director, cut “Brigadoon” score | 


|in New York at three sessions .. . 
Jerry Cooper signed by Diamond 
|Records . . . Bill Cooper band into 
Essex House, N. Y., April 8. . 
Pancho to Plaza hotel, May 15... 
Buddy Waples into Donohue'’s, N. J., 
| April 10... Whitey Worth’s new 





band revived after being junked in| 


/rehearsal, opened last night (Tues- 
day) at Post Lodge... Hal McIntyre 


|gets big hometown reception May 8 | 
Cancer | 
. . » Germaine Sablon, sis of | 


{playing Meriden, Conn 
Smee 


| Jean Sablon, signed for Continental 


| French label... Jonie Taps, Colum- | 


| bia pix exec, due in New York over 
| weekend for three weeks ... Decca 
signed Ethel Merman for album of 
/hits from her shows 
{Herman and family back to Coast. 

Pianist composer Irving Fields 
closes at Miami Beach’s Cadillac 
Hotel and returns April 5 to Crest 
| Room, N. Y., with his trio. 
| Fields is writer of “Managua Nicara- 
jgua” .. . Smoothies waxing “Wyom- 


jing” and “I Tipped My Hat” for | 


| ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 
| JOE GLASER, Pres. 


| Apollo label . . . Former NBC staff 
| conductor Jerry Jerome cut album 
| for Stinso 

Sammy Kaye looking for organist 
ito join his orchestra. 


(Continued on page 56) 


due east from Coast in| 


Woody | 


... Emil Cole- | 


broke up an international reefer 
ring said to be grossing more than 


$500,000 a year, by importing the 
weed from Mexico and peddling it 
to musicians in this section of the 
country. 

Buhlinger’s attorney, in his plea 
for leniency, said his client's only 
guilt was smoking the stuff and 
supplying some at cost to narcoti 


agents who worked on the case for 


more than six months. Agent, ac- 


|cording to the attorney, posed as a 
| 


tooter and obtained the weed on 
two occasions. A week ago, 
| Dardable, another of the ring, was 
| sentenced to three years by Judge 
| Duncan. 


Colombia Nixes Piracy 
Thru New Copyright Law 


New copyright law goes into effect 
1886 


in Colombia, 


superseding 


an 


law and offering foreign authors and | 
| composers automatic protection in | 


| that which they’ve never 
| 


| had before. Previous legislation pro- 


country 


vided that for patent or copyright in 
Colombia the author or inventor had 
to come to that country and make 
application himself. Since few were 
willing to take this trouble, literary 
pirates could come into Colombia 
and print Spanish editions of any 
unprotected work without fear of 
legal reprisal. 

New ruling, which was first passed 


with protection without “accomplish- 
ment of local formality.” At least 
one print of a work must be pub- 
lished in Spanish, however. Law 
| also affords reciprocity in each coun- 
try, whether or not an international 
convention prevails. Legislation was 
started by Silvio Villegas and Guil- 
liermo Chavez Chavez, who 
the bill, which was passed without 
modification, 


Most U. S. works have beer’ pro- 





American conventign held in Buenos 
Aires in 1910, to which both coun- 
tries were signatory parties. 





Sears’ Chi Stores Show 
Disk, Radio, Wire Set 


Chicago, March 25. 

Wire-recorder market took on 
new proportions when Sears-Roe- 
buck introduced a low cost recorder 
for home and business use here last 
week. Sears, at present, is limiting 
the machine to its 22 retail outlets 
in this area due to short supply, but 
expects shortly to offer it at all its 
| Stores and list it in catalogs. 
Sears model also contains a radio 
;and phono combination, Besides 
| family trade, Sears will make a play 
| for business-man biz, pointing out 


| that machines can be used in many 
| ways, 








| 


| Al Marsico’s band, which went into 
| the Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh, March 


: | 25, 1939 for a three-month spin, will | 
| celebrate its eighth anniversary at | 


| the spot Tuesday (25), with dinner. 











New York, 


John | 


Dec. 26, 46, provides foreign authors | 


wrote 


| tected in Colombia under an Inter- | 
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See Passing Of 
Lent Perking B.0, 


Bandsmen and agents are lookin 
toward Easter and the expiration of 
Lent to dispel negative bo. condi. 
tions, which haven't improved since 
February snowstorms throttled a 
resurgence noied soon after the 
Yuletide. They hope that biz wi 
} emerge with the advent of many 
'summer operations. ‘ 

At the moment, the selling of 
bands for dates at summe: 
nighters and locations i 





one- 
$ pl oceeding 


at wartime pace. Quite a few buy. 
ers have their calendai almost 
completely filled, which points up, 
as healthy a condition as the band 
biz has seen in months But the 
boxoffice—that’s another thing. It's 


a question of wait-and-see 


Ralph Harrison Setting 
Up in Restaurant Biz 


Pittsburgh, March 25. 
Ralph Harrison, former bandlead- 
er who has been in the agency busi- 
ness here for last several years, is 
branching out as a restaurant owner, 





too. He’s just bought the Balbo a 
second floor eatery downtown. and is 
| installing his daughte: Dorothy 


| Harrison, a graduate technician of 
the Montefiore hospital. as manager- 
dietitian. New owner is pointing it 
jas a hangout for local musicians 

Harrison’s branching out in other 
|directions, too. With Bill Green, 
Pittsburgh nitery owner, he promo- 
ted a brace of Fred Waring concerts 


week ago at Syria Mosque. local 
home of longhair music, and they 
i}came out of the enterprise with 


|plenty of bucks, Waring drawing ca- 
pacity at both afternoon and evening 
performances in 3,800-s@at hall. 
i 


—__-— 





——— 








iy «TOP HITS OF YESTERDAY 


GREAT POPULAR 
STANDARDS TODAY 


From the Charles R. none Production 
“THE FABULOUS DORSEYS" | 


AT 
_ SUNDOWN 


Words and music by 
Walter Donaldson 














Sates 


The Newest, Fastest Grewing 
Revival Hitl 


SUGAR 















Music by Maceo Pinkerd 
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Harry Ranch and his Kernels of Korn * 

have switched to Associated Booking Corp. 
because Associated SELLS 


*OPEN AT THE GREENWICH VILLAGE INN 


March 28th 





| 745 Fifth Ave.. New York 22 





54 W. Randolph $t., Chicoge 





| 








Werds by Sidney Mitchell ond 
Edna Alexander 4 
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Bands at Hotel B.0.’s 


OY Tota) 
Hotel Youd Wa om 

e aye ee © Date 

peircoleman*. .. Waldorf (400; $2)............ee-008- 23 2,025 57,175 


Frankie Carle.... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)......- . 6 1,825 13,000 
Chuck Foster*....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... 12 1,000 17,200 
Guy Lombardo. .. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ -+e 11 1,900 = 47,575 
Jack Edwards.... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 1 625 1,325 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)......... 5-48 925 19,575 


T Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Tito Guizar, Fred & Elaine 
Barry; Ice Revue at New Yorker. 





Chicago 


Stephen Kilsey (Marine Room, Edggewater; 700: $1.50-$2.50 min.). Poor | 


3,000. 





Ramon Ramos (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350: $2.50-$3.50 min.). Mon- 
day-Thursday fell with dull thud to scant 1,465. Morton Downey, in Fri- 
day (21), smash with 1,500 Friday through Sunday 

"Joseph Sudy (Walnut Room, Bismarck; 465; $2-$2.50 min.). Maintaining 
steady 3,200 with new show 
” Ted Weems (College Inn, Sherman; 900; $2-$3.50 min.). Ice show with 
Dorothy Lewis running okay 4,300 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 650; $3.50 min.). Holdover 
show doing sharp 4,100. 

Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Strong 2.800 covers. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Solid 2,400 tabs. 
. N . 
Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
(Chicago) 


Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk; 500; $2-$2.50 min.). Respectable 3,900 

Gav Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.). Second week sluffed off to 
4,900. 

Sol Klein (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Ted Lewis holding solid 4,200 

George Olsen (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Steady 17,500. 

Benny Strong (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Favorable 16,000. 





(Los Angeles) 

Denny Beckner and Sterling Young (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 4th wk). 
Two orchestras magnetized 4,400, okay. 

Ike Carpenter (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, Ist wk). One-week 
stand of new band did around 3,400. Bobby Byrne, who re-formed with 
local combo, started Sat. (22); off to stout start. 

Xavier Cugat (Ciro’s, N, Hollywood, 4th wk). Excellent 2.800 covers. 

Les Brown (Palladium, B, Hollywood, Ist wk). Opening Tuesday (18) 
drew 4,000, largest since Tex Beneke blared in last September. First week 
tugged around 20,000, glittering. 


Bill Peck-NCAC Settle 


Dispute Over Contracts 
Chicago, March 25. 
Long, drawn-out suit of Bill Peck, 
Hollywood agent, against his former 
empioyer, National Concert and F ; ‘ 
Artists Corp. was amicably settled e Toronto, March 35. 
Wednesday (19) in Master’s cham- With placards protesting alleged 
bers. Suit by Peck was for money racial discrimination, some 18 
due on his interest in the original | Youngsters picketed the Toronto 
John Hodiak, Jane Green, Jeri Sul- branch of the Arthur Murray 
lavan and the Dinning Sisters con- | Dancing Studios chain last week, 





Arthur Murray Dance 
Studio Picketed For 


tracts. but gave up the task after two days | 





. ‘and nights. Demonstration was 
Attorney for Peck did not dis- | °C, ™8nts emonstra s 


close the terms of the settlement. | school allegedly refused to enroll 
— | two Negro applicants for lessons, 
| according to Douglas Hulse, chair- 
'man, Toronto branch of the Nation- 
|al Federation of Labor Youth. To- 
eka dailies laid off the story. 











— — ——— 


PHIL KORNHEISER 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


DON’T 





unit here, said that he and his staff 


if Maris would refuse to enroll Ne- 
gro applicants for dance lessons, 
Maris laughingly said, “Now don't 
ask me a thing like that!” 

“Would you or wouldn't you?” the 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH State acls tt ons see if it hap- 


ROBBINS pens,” said Maris. 


ME 

















eT 


| Watch this Ballad! . . . 








Minn. Park Music Program 
May Add Swing to Sked 


Minneapolis, March 25. 
Minneapolis park board may 
change its summer band music pro- 
| yram for parks to include more hot 





proposed the introduction of the 


at its next meeting April 2. 
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to the board will give the writer 
faction (there are 12 writers and 12 
publisher-members) «@ 13th man 
when the publishers least expect 
such an event. - 
Bregman’s “sins” against his 
colleagues began 15 months ago. 
‘when he sided with the writer fac- 
tion of the board to allot $25,000 
yearly to the president's chair, now 
occupied by Deems Taylor on his 
\final year, since the occupancy ol 
_——$—— ee HT spot is now restricted to two 
|years. He also voted with the writ- 
’ That Was ers in the case - a — 
f as ‘ear conducted a drawnh- 

CLOSE THE DOOR DORA’ who last y 


-<c s91i1a Tits 
out battle for 5,500 availability 
P+ H EARD LAST NIGHT roints Berlin was to hav e peen 

N “DATE WITH JUDY” og 


Here's an Opportunity 


for a thoroughly experienced, capable 
MANAGE R for BALLROOM- 
ROLLER SKATING RINK. 


M 

. ust be able to take over and haudle 

=a operation, State facts in first 
er. Write Box 3515 eo ALFRED 


BLAC ; 
LACK CO. 260 Tremont Street, 
Boston 16, Mase. 

















PA NBC NETWORK held at 4,000 eo _ open 
3 drew a raise to 4,/09U. still wi 
ULL PIONEER MUSIC, INC. 5500 and has said recently he wil 

.* eet c ; . 


Broadway, New York 19 





soon launch a new fight. 





- 





Band Reviews 











Alleged Discrimination 


called in protest after the dance | 


T. Maris, manager of the Murray | 


| had no recollection of such an in- 
BLA MM K | cident as charged on the placards 
of the picketeers. Asked, objectively, | 


|swing along with symphonic. C. E. , 
Doell, parks superintendent, has 


“swing” or “hot” music to the park. 
Board will discuss the proposals | 


JACK EDWARDS ORCH. (14) 
| With Joan Osborne, Quartet 
| Commodore Hotel, N. ¥. 


| Carbon copies of an established 
entertainer or entertainers § are 


| 





Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


Capitol Records’ waxing director, Jim Conkling, has heeded a plea from 
Spina-Green Music Corp., new pub which recently brought out its first 
tune, “Santa Catalina,” and will hold for eight months the Cap disking of 
tune by Dinning Sisters. Thus far a dreamy tempo has been applied to 
the ballad by Freddy Martin (RCA), Eddy Howard (Majestic), and the 


nothing new in the theatrical busi- | £0rthcoming Decca version will be similar. Harold Spina and Mac Green, 


' ness. They don’t hurt the rep of | however, learned after the Dinning session that the trio had given tune 

the original unless the aping is good | @ jump treatment and, wishing to squeeze current-tempo potentialities 
, enough and at the same time ordi- | from song before it get novelty treatment, pubs buttonholed Copkling and 
| got okay on postponement proposition. Cap now will probably get out own 


nary enough to be pointed out as a 
lacklustre performance by the for- 
mer. Rarely does the copy achieve 
individual success. 


There you have Jack Edwards 


' 


| 


and the chances of his ranging up | 


alongside of Vaughn Monroe. Ea- 
ward a hardsome guy: he leads 
ordinary orchestra composed of 
Six brass, four sax, three rhythm. 
And every time he opens his mouth 
to sing someone verbally points and 
yelps—"“ooh, hear, hear, just like 
Vaughn Monroe.” It isn’t going to 
lo Edwards much good and can’t 
1elp Monroe, for the reason that 
hile the former’s phrasing is al- 
| most identical in lower tones, it 
hasn't the power. Monroe must suf- 
fer with undiscerning ears. 
Edwards, handled by the same peo- 
ple who are Monroe’s mentors, also 
hails from the Boston area—at least. | 
he’s been working there. He occupied | 
the stand at Monroe’s Meadows club, 
| Framingham, Mass. His date at the 
| Commodore won't develop much 
| excitement or business. Wood 


CHUBBY JACKSON SEXTET 

With Dottie Reid 

Club Esquire, Valley Stream, L. I. 
One-time bassman with Woody 


Herman, Chubby “The Happy Mon- | 
ster” Jackson has opened his own | 


roadside bistro in association with 
the bartender. Spot seats some 200 
patrons, far from taxed Friday (14). 


Esquire, in blue and red motif | 


and with no minimum or’ cover, 
| may well be termed a “rural 
| Nick’s” inasmuch as improvised mu- 
Sie is strictly the order. Jackson’s 

a cutup on the bull fiddle, contort- 
| ing his goateed pan in rhythm for 
|} maximum amused reaction from the 
| ringsiders. Mates includes Conte 
Candoli, trumpet; Billy Bauer, gui- 
tar; Tony Aless, piano; Mel Zelnick, 
drums, and Emmett Carls, tenor sax. 
First three stem from Herman’s 
orch, while Zelnick is ex-Jerry 
Wald and Carls had previously been 
With Benny Goodman and Stan Ken- 
ton. 

Repertoire runs to such tunes as 
“Double or Nathan” and “Happy 
Monster,” an original on which 
Jackson collabed. After. outfit’s 
“stylized rhythm” asserts itself few 
tunes are recognizable anyway. 


Aside from Jackson’s expert bass- | 


ing, trumpeter Candoli contribs 
some hot licks as well as Carls on 
tenor sax, 

Dottie Reid’s a youthful blonde 
| whose potentially pleasing voice 
was marred with a cold. Despite her 
temporary handicap she showed 
|okay pipes in “He’s Funny That 
| Way.” Once. chirped with Goodman 
and more recently with Buddy Rich. 





| 


ballad treatment, likely with Andy Russell, then when that dies, follow 
through by taking Dinning wax off shelf. 





T. D. Kemp, Jr., Charlotte, N. C., talent booker recently nominated to 


the American Federation of Musicians’ “unfair list,” was placed thereon 
because of cracks he made about James C. Petrillo, AFM head, in a column 
1e rites for the Charlotte Observe Petrillo’s office took action on the 
insistence and complaint of the Charlotte local of the AFM. 

Kemp's cracks at Petrillo were taken in a column which urged Congress 
to do something about the union situation, citing Petrillo and John L. 
Lewis as tyrant union leaders who force their wishes, without consulta- 
tion, on employers and their members alike Kemp has been a booker 


licensed by the AFM for 10 years 

Sammy Kaye is using his radio “Sunday Serenade” poem idea at the 
Capitol theatre, New York, after recent experiments. He inserts his poem- 
reading briefly during the playing of an arrangement of “Anniversary 
Song.’ While the lines are being read there is no seating. Patrons are 
held out until it’s completed so as not to disturb the mood of the bit. Kaye 
included the idea in several theatres before going into the Cap, to deter- 
mine its value and become accustomed to delivery before an audience. On 
the air he spouts the poems from behind a screen, out of sight of his studio 
audience 
Lombardo’'s closing at the Roose velt hotel. New York, Sunday (23) 

arked the end. of his 17th consecutive year at the spot and his most 
successful one—financially. Lombardo works the Roosevelt Grill on a 
guarantee and percentage. This year there were weeks when he took out 
over $5,000 for his end and over the season he probably earned more than 
any other name combo has ever gotten out of a major hotel. Lawrence 
Welk orchestra, a midwestern favorite, replaced Lombardo. It's Welk’s 
secend hotel date in N. Y., his first being at the Edison. 

Mexican recording artists who are double-dealing big American and 
Mexican platteries are getting the hawkeye of companies here. Large plat- 
teries in this section are entertaining thoughts of law suits in order to 
halt this practice and discourage others before they can get their hand in 
the pic. Artists have been border-hopping to record for indie labels in 
southern California, though under contract to Mex subsidiaries of American 
companies or Mexican firms. Former find an easy sale and profit because 
of inexpensive operation. 

It took more than two years. a lot of argument and hefty sales on an- 
other album, before Decca finally decided to release Percy Faith's “Fiesta 
Time,” which has been on the shelf since 1945. After the album remained 
shelved for several months, Faith, last fall, asked for his release from the 
plattery, which was about to grant the request. However, before that oc- 
curred Faith cut an album behind Hildegarde for Decca. It sold so well 
diskery is releasing the “Fiesta Time” eight-sider. 





Eli Oberstein, head of artists and repertoire for RCA-Victor, and Sammy 
Kaye got into one of these momentary flareups under tension last week 
at the start of a Kaye recording session in New York, and Oberstein told 
the leader to pack up and scram. Kaye, just as huffy, did pack up and exit 
—without having done a song. Several nights later they were both back 
at the studio—Kaye recording and Oberstein bossing. 

No successor as yet has been named to replace Frank Hennigs as Marks 
Music’s general professional manager. There is no one in mind for the 
vacant post either. Meanwhile, Hennigs’ move to Sam Fox Music as pro- 
fessional manager does not presage a further expansion of the Fox staff. 
Firm is handling the “Brigadoon” score. 
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Congratulations and thanks to you—LOUIS 

JORDAN, DECCA Records, DISC JOCKEYS and 

3 COIN MACHINE OPERATORS—for the sensational 

: job you have done in hitting the “MILLION” mark 
with our song, CHOO CHOO CH BOOGIE, Decca 

record No. 23610. 


Also our congratulations and thanks to the 
many other artists and recording companies who 
have reported record-breaking sales throughout 


momen 
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: Thanks a MILLION! 


4 Maurie Hartmann 
Deanna Bartlett 
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RYTVOC, Inc. 


MUSIC PUBLISHERS 
1585 Broadway 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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Arbitration of Jane Russell's Salary 


Scrap With LQ, Miami, Set by AGVA 


| owner, 


Arbitration of the dispute be- 
tween the Latin Quarter, Miami 
Beach, and Jane Russell has been 


+t up by the American Guild of | 
t cern Loew or Lou Walters, his Latin 


ariety Artists for April 1. Hearings 
are to take place in New York. 


Difficulties started when FE. M. 
Toew, owner of the Florida Latin 
Quarter, sought an adjudication of 
Miss Russell’s $15,000 salary for 
week of March 3 appearance at that 


spot. Loew claimed Miss Russell had 
spoiled any chances of his comin 
out even on her engagement be- 
cause of her appearance at a benefit 
at the Lord Tarleton hotel, night 
before her LQ preem. Another beef 


on Miss Russell’s appearance was 


centered on 
They also claim that sne failed 


ing. 
to measure up to showbusiness 
standards. 

Loew refused to pay her salary 


and subsequently posted a $15,000 


bond with the Miami courts pend- | 
ing adjudication of the matter. In. 


addition, Lou Walters, Loew's part- 
ner in the Latin Quarter, N. Y., and 
who staged the shows at the Miami 
bistro, was threatened last week 
with a strike by AGVA in N. Y. un- 
less he paid Miss Russell in 
Walters subsequently posted an 
additional $20,000 in bonds 


who was designated as spokesman 
for the cast, and show was allowed 
to proceed. 

Miss Russell's salary has been 
guaranteed by Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, which booked the film player, 
no matter what judgment the arbi- 
tration reaches. 





E. M. Leew’s Claims 
Boston, March 25. 
Plenty burned ove. the Jane Rus- 
sell fiasco, E. M. Loew, indie movie 


house operator and owner of the 
Miami Latin Quarter, where the 
Russell episode took place, claims 


AGVA is into him for $32,000 in tal- 
ent bonds and won’t release them 
despite the fact all the talent but 
Russell was paid for as per contract. 

Miss Russell's take of $15,000 was 
put into escrow with the courts 
pending arbitration. 


court decides she should be pzid. 
According to Loew, the fact that 

she failed to appear. properly 

gowned is only a small part of the 








inappropriate costum- | 


full. | 


with 

- . - . | 
Arthur Lee Simpkins, Negro singer, 
‘filed 


Miss Russell is | 
to have whatever portion of it the} 








HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 


Currently 


RKO COLONIAL 
DAYTON, OHIO 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 











| complaint. Loew says she “looked 


_ that the gowns may have failed to 
reveal the Russell assets didn’t con- 


| Quarter manager, he says. She just 
didn’t measure up to show biz stand- 
ards either in appearance or ability. 
But the major Loew beef is that she 
violated a specific contractual obli- 


gation. 


Philly AGVA Branch 


And Disowned Parent 
Body Still Swinging 


Philadelphia, March 25. 





Reports of a truce between the 
local and national bodies of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 


were scuttled over the week-end by 
a statement by Allen P. Nickerson 


' that no “armistice” was forthcom- 
ing. Philly branch squared off 
against the parent body about a 


month ago. 

Peace rumors were circulated fol- 
lowing a confab in the chambers of 
Judge Joseph L. Kun, before whom 
equity suits are pending in the 
union squabble. Both factions have 
actions against each other 
| seeking to be declared legally the 
sole representatives of AGVA in this 
territory. 

Nickerson, a representative of the 
national office, said his organiza- 
tion would insist on compliance by 
cafe operators with contracts filed 
with national AGVA. Dick Jones, 
| executive secretary of the Philly 
| office, said that the boites m= st have 
| contracts okayed by his group. 

Judge Kun, in his huddle with 
counsel for the Cafe Owners Assn. 
jand both segments of the union, sug- 
| gested that the owners be 
j alone” until the issue was 
| adjudicated. Two hearings on 
matter are scheduled this week. 

Cafe operators, in the middle of 
this dispute, were trying to keep 
| neutral, with out-of-town acts car- 
rying cards stamped with the 
ficial okay of the New York office, 
|and local acts carrying Philly AGVA 
| cards. 


‘San Antonio Nitery Biz 


finally 
the 





Off From 20% to 507 


; 


San Antonio, March 25. 


} 


Local night club operators are be- |imported but at least three will not 
,moaning the lack of biz which has | arrive in time for the debut. With 


struck the local night club scene. 


;One spot in the downtown area ad-/is virtually bare of attractions for | 
mitted readily that receipts were off |the coming (Holy) week. A boxing | 
Another estimated its slump | show was staged last year on Good | 


50%. 
at about 20%. 


|camouflage empty spaces. 


;day, Operators are hoping that con- 
ditions will pick up after Easter. 








LOEW 
BOOKING 
AGENCY 
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Potsen and Polen Buy 
Colosimo’s for $55,000 


Chicago; March 25, 
Potsen, longtime former 
and Lou Polen purchased 


Mike 


' Colosimo’s, Chicago nitery, from Irv 


eae ’ | Benjamin for $55,000. Deal was con- 
| terrible” in unbecoming gowns. But | ’ for ¥6 


summated last week. 

Potsen is currently being charged 
with income tax evasion for the 
years from 1940 to 1943. Complaint 
was filed here last week with U. S. 
Commissioner Edwin K. Walker. 
Complaint charges Potsen declared 
his 1940 income as $12,310, submit- 
ting return of $844.58, whereas he 
should have declared earnings olf 
$80,050.66 and paid $30,790. 

Colosimo’s, long a Chi cafe land- 
mark, was originally owned by Big 
Jim Colosimo, colorful 
character. 

Gambling Income Inquiry 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello will 
be subpoenaed to appear before a 
Federal grand jury April 1 if plans 
of Government attorneys go through. 
Lawyers want comedians to testify 
in the case against Michael Potson, 


‘gambler, under indictment for eva- 


sion of income tax. Bureau of In- | 


ternal Revenue claims Potson did 
not report gaming winnings and that 
|comedians are reported to have lost 


1$85,000 to him. 


Funsters claim the were 
purely social and amount 


is ridiculous. Potson, whose earnings 


games 


reported 


| were supposed to total $500,000 for 


“left | 


of- | 


| Instead of struggling to find good | fights are carded. 
jtables for patrons, local club man- | 
;agers are having a time trying to | Assn, of Theatrical Agents and Man- 
Only | agers has classified the circus as a 
bright night in the week is Satur- | toad show, with a proviso that no |ington, D. C., last week, has also 


ithe years 1940-43, has just bought 
Colismo’s, night club here, from Irv 
| Benjamin last week. He was host at 
the club several years back. 


gangland | 


[Agents Too Much Competition For 
State, N. Y., Opening Shows; Barred 


| * The Thursday mornin agentg’ 
| She'll Own It Soon, Maybe 


session at Loew’s State, N. Y., was 
Pittsburgh, March 25. 











nixed last week by Sidney Pier. 
mont, house booker, who ordered 
that only percenters with acts 
Bea Wallace, early instrumental|pijl come in for the Pty ieee 
[radio performer here and for the | Other agents will get passes for me 
last four and a half years featured | sequent shows, 
| organist at Club LuMarba, has} Jn taking this step, Piermont hag 
hung up her squeeze-box to sample | broken a 20-year tradition. It’s been 
the other side of the nitery fleld./the custom of percenters to hit th 
She’s been named assistant manager |preem layout every Thursday . 4 
at the spot where she’s been for so icongregate on the ‘left side of the 
long. house. The agents, for their 
; : , : se. S, their own 
Gal becomes chief aide to John | amusement, have usually put on a 
|Maganotti, boniface at downtown | chow that frequently competed with 
/room owned jointly by Lou Abrams, | the stage layout. 


in ar Ts onat ¢ i ] , 

John (Harp) Vaughan and Bill t wasn’t that kind of competition 
Peters, Place until recently was Ithat Piermont minded, but the at- 
|known as Villa Madrid, getting @/ tending ruckus, which often proved 


irechristening from new owners. 


‘Tuthill Agency Sets 

| Talent for Niteries, The cage! aren’t really barred— 
nd hey can sti ontinue going to th 

| Lectures and ROMO | cecnice-show ‘idedibaes yo . 


Daniel S. Tuthill, former veepee | Paying their own way in. It’s just 
of National Concert & Artists Corp., la means to discourage their coming. 
who recently went into personal | 
management on his own, has lined | 


up a dozen performers for nitery, | Folly, K.C. Burley Spot, 
lecture and radio dates, and is al-| ° 
. Goes Into 3-Day Policy 


disconcerting to lay audiences, did 
and irritated patrons don’t applaud, 
A by-product of the percenter 
shindigs was the slamming of the 
shows especially by those who 
didn’t have acts playing there.” 











NCAC’s pop division is serving as 
nucleus for dates. 
List is headed by Dunninger, 


Ringling Circus Due In 
N.Y. April 9, Getting | isrotieoh aa inthe Brosavey 
Only Half Easter Wk. legiter “Oklahoma,” who is due to 


| head the London company opening | 

Ringling, Barnum & Bailey circus in May; Virginia Haskins, alternate | 
opens a 32-day run at Madison | '" “Carousel” who will also sing | 
Square Garden, New York, starting | With N. Y. City Center Opera Co.; 








April 9, the big top getting the bene- | Eddie Manson, nitery harmonica 
fit of only half of Easter Week. Holy | player; Mr. and Mrs. George R. 
Week, usually a natural for the cir- | Brown, with music-box nitery act; | 
cus will be skipped entirely, because | Paul Wing, radio emcee; Edward | 
the Garden wanted to protect itself} MacHugh, gospel singer; Dave 
in case its Ranger hockey team was|Caiden, “laugh” man; F. Stephen 
in the playoffs. When the club was Hamilton, mentalist; Pete Mack, 
ishut. out of title play the Garden | humorist, and John Scarne. Latter 


will do two acts, one of card manip- 
ulations and magic, the other an ex- 
pose on gambling and card-sharps. 

Tuthill also has six 


ask RBB to open ahead of schedule, 
but the equipment was not ready for 
shipping out of winter quarters at 
| Sarasota, Fla. Last season’s Garden 


radio shows 


engagement rated the most profit-/ he’s plugging as summer replace- 
| able on the itinerary, was or 39 ments. One is “Adventure for 
days. Top again will be $6. | Hire,” with John Loder: another, 
| Many of the new turns engaged | «t1ome, Sweet Home.” with Isabel 
|in Europe are on the way overseas Leighton, who coauthored the 


jbut as the show will be practically 
{new it was impractible to advance 
| the opening date. John ‘Ringling 
| North stated that 40 acts are being 


Broadway legiter, “Spring Again,” 
on which this show is based; a quiz 
show, “Put and Take”; a mystery, 
“It’s a Crime”;-an aude participa- 
tion show for dog-owners, “Calling 
All Dogs,” and Dunninger. 


Carroll to Cal. State 
Capitol on Labor Beef 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Earl Carroll, following up on the 
complaints he registered in Wash- 








| the hockey playoffs out, the Garden 


| Friday night and was a bust, so no 


For some unexplained reason the 





| 


agent of a Broadway show could be | contacted State solons in Sacra- 
on the RBB press staff. An exception | mento with a protest on union prac- 
|; was made for Bill Fields general tices. His beefs are aimed prin- 
ipress agent for the Playwrights | cipally at the American Federation 
| Company who has been seasonally |Of Musicians and the International 
with the big top during its New} Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
York date. Press staff of the RBB | ployees (stagehands), 
show have been in the union for | ar 
years despite the fact that it’s es- ‘ac ae ved " porns 
sentially an outdoor attraction. [north with State Senator "Ralph 
Beverly Kelley again heads the | Swing and Assemblyman M Phili 
press department, his staff in addi-| Davis on planned legislation that 
tion to Fields being Allen Lester, Al ; would curb union pressuring of : 
Head and Sam Stratton, while Frank | =e nai 


ployers on wages and 
Morriss i : a mt tlh 
oe rian will handle radio pub recently of workers, two experiences 


recently concluded here with Local 
|47, of AFM, and IATSE. 


Auer Heads Seasonal 
Opener at Cohoes, N. Y. Western Acts Show Off 


Comedian Mischa Auer will head | Performers of the Salt Lake City | 
the show at Terrace Gardens, Cohoes, | 24 have organized into the Inter- 
N. Y., opening its summer season |'™UDtain Entertainers Assn. a sort | 
April 5. of “audition” organization which ex- | 

Others on the bill will be Stan hibits the work of members looking 
irwin: tient Wolters Wally |f0r work. Call it a talent’s own 
Wanger line. “ | booking org. 

Outfit has been presenting shows 


(>) ™ | 
to showcase its performers Tw 
Grant Into Horseshoe have already been Staged this ona. 


Barney Grant has joined the Dia- | ‘ 7 
mond Horseshoe, N. Y., show as! Candy Stevens has been set for a 
replacement for Ross and La Pierre. | (our of the Tivoli circuit Australia 











and a 














| part of the 





ready booking for next season. Lec- 

o> +7 > : ; . rr { > " - . 
ture circuit built up by Tuthill in Kansas City, March 25. 
Theatre, 


Folly 
house in 
operation in half 
erating only Saturdays, Sundays, 
and Mondays, where it previously 
had operated full-week. New policy 
is no attempt at split-week; house 
is dark other days 

Folly is one house in the circuit 
operated by Arthur Clamage and 
Warren Irons and operated by the 
latter. He had been in Chi early 
season handling a house 
the pair recently acquired there, 
Fred Spear, who handled the Folly 
during Irons’ Chi stay, recently left 
and returned to publicity line. 


ALLAN JONES CARRIES ON 
Omaha, March 25. 

Allan Jones, currently playing. the 
Orpheum, suffered a severe attack 
of laryngitis last Sunday (23) and 
given hospital treatment. 

However, he was able to continue 
his performances by cutting the 
number of songs to two instead of 
seven he originally scheduled. 


lone’ burlesque 
the area, recently cut its 
House is now op- 
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Opening April 3 


HENRY GRADY 
HOTEL 
ATLANTA, GA, 

Per. Rep.: HARRY GREEN 





‘NEED NEW 
GAGS? 


Don Frankel’s entertain- 
ers bulletins. NOW BIG- 
GER & BETTER. Con- 
tain new original 949s. 
parodies, monologues, 
novelties, patter. 
different issues, 

12,000 = Do 
Query me for indi- 

material. Don 


$!.00. 
fun. 





mm vidual 
<a> Frankel, 


23, 























139 E. 57th Se., N. ¥. C. 





a 





illness of Frank Ross. | 

Team went into Billy Rose's | 
nitery as replacement for Jackie | 
Gleason, who was stricken’ with | 
acute appendicitis. Until Russ and | 
La Pierre were booked. Milton | 
Berle, Henny Youngman and Bert 
Wheeler played one-night stands at 


Substitution was necessitated by | 








the Horseshoe. ection MATTY ROSEN 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
ON TOUR 
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H.C. of L. Reports 


Scare European 


Talent Off Proffered U. S. Bookings 





Despite the fact that many Euro- ¢ 


an acts can earn double and 
triple coin in the United States over 
what they’re currently drawing in 
Europe, they’re wary of coming 
ever even if handed signed contracts. 
They've heard about the high-cost- 
of-living here. 

Hans Lederer, who returned re- 
cently from Europe, where he signed 
talent for the Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey Circus, says that 
overseas talent has heard so many 
stories of the h. c. of 1. in the U. S. 
that acts are being scared off. Many 
acts, when approached, pointed to 
the tales that hotel rooms, when and 
if available, cost around $6 daily 
and good meals hover around $2. 
After comparing cost of similar 
items in their, native country, they 
figure that they’re better off where 
they are even though the pay isn't 
as high. 

Despite these fears, Lederer was 


able to persuade 40 acts to sign for | 


the circus. Of that number passage 
for 36 has already been arranged, 
and four visas are in doubt. 


MEXICO CITY TO PLAY 
HOLIDAY’ ICE REVUE 


First major ice show to play 
Mexico City has been set for April 
24 for 12 days, when “Holiday on 
Ice” plays the Nacional Stadium, 
in a tie-up with the Ministry of 
Education. Part of the proceeds will 
go to the Mexican school system. 

“Holiday” has also been booked 
for a four-day date following its 
Mexico City stand at the Monterey 
Coliseum, where  bullfights are 
staged, for four days starting May 8. 

Bladesshow is expected to get 
hefty attendance because of the re- 
cent visit by President Truman to 
Mexico, which is reported to have 
generated considerable good-neigh- 
borliness to Yanqui enterprises. An- 
other factor in favor of that date is 
the fact that Pres. Aleman of Mexi- 
co, will return .President Truman’s 
visit during the time the icer will 
play the Mexican dates. 

Show will carry its own tank on 
the Mex tour. 








Bob Russell in Toronto Opener 

Bob Russell, emcee-singer-come- 
dian, heads opening show at new 
Club Norman, Toronto, opening 
April 1. 

He’s in for two weeks with op- 
tions. 


Wences to Aussie 


Senor Wences, ventriloquist, has 
been booked to play 10 weeks on 
the Tivoli circuit, Australia, start- 
ing June 2. 

Deal made by the William Morris 
agency, 


| Eddie Sherman Ships 
For England to 0.0. 
Vauders for U. S. Acts 








Eddie Sherman, long an_ indie | 
vaude booker and personal manager, | 
left Saturday ‘22) on the Queen | 


| Elizabeth for England to expedite 
| passage and arrange financial mat- 
|ters for a series of film names he’s 
| booking into British vauders. 
Sherman is booking acts for a new 
circuit—International Entertainment, 
| Ltd.—which is leasing large houses 
lin England for vaude presentation. 
Already set are Abbott & Costello 
\for four weeks at $25,000; Peggy Ann 
Garner, for 10 weeks at $10,000, and 
Gloria Jean. There's a_ possibility 
| that Rudy Vallee may play there. 
| Sherman is arranging for transfer 
lof money out of that country and 
| studying physical layout of houses. 
| He'll return around April 22. 


See & 


See Report Paris 


business is on the 
to Jack and Billie 
vauders in on the 
Queen Elizabeth Friday (21), who 
said that government income tax 
| people have declared war on French 
| black marketeers. As a result, say 
the dancers, none of the moneyed 

French cabaret trade will show 
| their faces in the heavy spenderies 
for fear one of the tax boys will 
see and label them with a black 
market tag. 

Meanwhile, vaudeville is flourish- 
ing with acts receiving much better 
money than prewar, but virtually 
unable to buy anything in the face 
of inflation, according to the couple. 
The Sees pointed out that there is 
a widening gap between the top 14 
or 15 acts and the lower drawer 
vauders in France, with the former 
taking in top money while others 


Paris nitery 
| slide, according 


| See, European 








AL BORDE PRESENTS 
The Sensationai 





BENNY MEROFF 


5100 Aleda Club, Chicago 








get slough-off bookings. 


| Lombard Rejoins 


Monday (24). 
of the branch just before last Xmas, 
presumably in anger over a bonus 
situation. 
position. 

In New York, the Morris agency 
headquarters added a new man the 
same day. He’s ex-maestro Barry 
Winton. 
dle is undisclosed but it’s assumed 
he will work in the hotel and cafe 
division to take advantage of con- 
tacts made as a bandleader. 





Big Difference 


Pittsburgh, March 25. 
Art Tatum, who played Mercur’s 
Music Bar here only a few weeks 
|ago for the beer-and-pretzel trade 
at no cover-no minimum, is coming 
back at $3 top next month for a 





Parodies! Speciai Songs! Bits! 
Draw from our library, one of the 


ed , most comprehensive in 


* 1947 Catalog FREE! 

*% Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road, L. |. City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 


jazz piano concert at Syria Mosque, 
local home of long-hair music. He’s 
been booked for April 26. 

| Then a month or so after that, 
Tatum is coming back to the Mer- 
cur spot, having promised manage- 


ment a ” 
his month-long tour of the rectia 








halls. 





———————— 





Nitery Biz on Slide 


Morris Agcy. in Chi’ 

Pat Lombard rejoined the Chicago | 
office of the William Morris agency | 
He had quit as boss | 


He returns to the same | 


Exactly what he will han- , 


return when he completes 


Orch Snag Eased In 
N.Y. Rio Cabana Date 


Val Olman’s orch is slated to open 
(at the Rio Cabana, N. Y., April 3. 
Spot has been attempting to place 


this outfit since its opening two 
weeks ago, but commitments made 
by previous management to Machito’s 
orch couldn't be shifted. Olman goes 
in when Machito’s contract expires 
April 2, Jose Curbello orch, alternate 
rhumba outfit, will leave the Rio 
Cabana May 2. 


Management claims that spot 
would be making money were it not 
for the heavy overhead caused by the 





A New Leaf 


Spotty business encountered 
by New York niteries recently 
led one dialectic owner of a local 
bistro to bemoan the cost of 
“name” performers and to assert 
he was turning over a new leaf. 

From now on, he said, he was 





two bands, Spot said by management 
to be doing little better than break- 
ing even. 

When the Curbello contract ex- 
pires, one orchestral obstacle is still 
to be overcome. Cafe would like to | 
get out Of a 12-week commitment 
with the Pupi Campo orch, date of 
which is still open. 





Copa, N.Y, SetOn 


| 
| 


Names to Jan. 1) 


While most cafes are seeking 
headliners on a show-to-show basis. 
Monte Proser of the Copacabana 


New York, has bought up a supply 
of top-notchers sufficient to last un- 
til Jan. 1, 1948 

As the lineup “mow reads, Ruth 
Etting opens tomorrow (Thursday) 
| for three weeks, with Carmen Mi- 
randa heading the next layout. Pe- 
ter Lind Hayes has been set to open 
in May or June, and Tony Martin is 
re-signed to open around August. 
Joe E. Lewis: is slated to open late 
September or early October for a 
run until New Year's day. Lewis’ 
pact hasn't been completed as yet, 
but Proser expects it to be ¢om- 
pleted without trouble since the 
Copa is his customary N. Y. stand. 


No Proser-Podell Split 

No secret about Monte Proser and 
Julius Podell feuding at the Copaca- 
bana, N. Y., with the former having 
| other interests on the Coast (the new 
|Troc, indie film deal, etc.) but un- 
| likely that there will be a schism 
} until certain basic details are set. 
| One is the liquor license which is 
|in Proser’s name; ditto the nitery’s 
| lease. Anyway, Proser has a roster 
|}of names lined up for the future. 
Podell, who represents other in- 
|terests, Owns around 40%, 
| Proser, with the remaining 20% un- 
derstood independently held. 
Proser flew to Hollywood Mon- 
day (24) for a week’s quickie in con- 
nection with the Troc and his future 
picture plans. 


Sa 


as does | 


going to buy “unknown names” 
for one-third the price. 








Nitery Talent’s Fear 
Of Being Party to Flop 
Hastens N.Y. Cafe’s Fold 


La Martinique, N. Y., foldo for 
the summer season last night (Tues- 
day) points up the two-way diffi- 
culties encountered by bonifaces as 
soon as grosses start slipping. Bistro, 
run by Dario and Jimmy Vernon, 
had attempted to keep the spot go- 
ing by bids to topliners, many of 
them reported at above their usual 
salaries. 

However, big names are 
working a club which has 
to decline in drawing power, inas- 
much as they don’t want to be in on 
the closing, fearing loss of prestige 
They claim that the trade loves to 
put the blame for the shuttering on 
the neck of the unlucky talent in- 
volved. Consequently there’s a fear 
their value will drop for subsequent 
dates. 

Prior to the shuttering, La Mar- 
tinique’s owners sent out wires to 
agencies and big spenders inviting 
'a “gala farewell party.” 


wary ol 


started 





Morales’ 36 Pius 7 
| For Havana-Madrid 


Noro Morales, who last appeared 
in the N.Y. area last season for long 


jruns at the Embassy and Riviera 
| niteries, will play his first guaran- 
tee and pereentage deal when he 


opens at the Havana-Madrid, N.Y., 
jtomorrow (Thursday). Rhumba out- 
| fit has been set for $3,000 guarantee 


|plus 40% of the gross over $15,000. ' 


| In addition, Morales will also play a 
| Sunday rhumba_ session for a 
| straight 40% take. 

Havana-Madrid during this period 
\is making an all-out bid to recap- 
ture trad2. Two weeks after the 
Morales preem, Carlos Ramirez will 
join the show as co-headliner, with 


Teddy Rodriquez and the Socassas | 


orch in support. 





|} number of 
| that as a talking point and attempt 
|to persuade 


‘Availabilities’ Key to Agency Raids 
On Performers of Competitive Outfits 


> 


vv 


Major talent agencies are considere- 
ing a revamping of the lists they’re 
submitting to booking offices, copies 
of which generally hit their com- 
petition. It’s been discovered that the 
talent offices are using lists of com- 
peting agencies to talk acts into 
switching. 

Modus operandi is comparatively 
simple. An agent attempting to talk 
an act into staying with office “A,” 
instead of switching to office “B,” 
will pick up “B’s” list, point to the 
acts laying off and use 
the performer from 
changing affiliations. 

Agencies are considering removing 
the letter “A,” meaning “Available,” 
from the list. By this method, a rival 
office will be hard put to determine 
the number of acts laying off. 
Changeover to this method would en- 
tail considerably more office work, as 
a duplicate list showing the letter 
“A” will ‘have to be made up for the 
submitting agent’s private informa- 
tion. 

Changeover to new method is 
deemed important at this time inas- 
much as the present nitery slump has 


hit act employment, and many per- 
formers are shopping around for 
ther affiliations. 


N. Y. GOV. SIGNS BILL 
FOR LIQUOR CREDIT 


Falk bill providing for a $2,000 
annual license fee in New York for 
cafes permitting credit on customer 
tippling tabs was signed yesterday 
(Tuesday) by Gov. Dewey. Measure, 
introduced in January, provides for 
a lower $1,200 license fee in towns 
under 100,000 population. 

New York bonifaces are generally 
agreed on the need for such a meas- 


ure, although many feel that the 
cost of such license is high. They 
point out that the Longchamps 


chain of restaurants liquor license 
revocation was based extensively on 
extension of credit on drinks. 

However, it’s pointed out that 
most cafes and hotel rooms permit 
regular patrons ana guests to sign 
checks. Once the State Liquor Au- 
thority gets peeved at any operator, 
it’s claimed, it can clamp down on 
that count alone. 


X 





Joe E. Lewis set for El Rancho 
Vegas, Las Vegas, starting April 30 
at $5,000 weekly. 








—_ 











DENS, L. A. (10 months); 


5th); 


FRANK BARBARA for a 
BOWERY, DET. (June 23rd); 


RALPH BERGER for 
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Mgt.: ELBERT TERRY 





MAXINE 


SULLIVAN 


VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 
NOW (indefinitely) 


Per. 
119 W. 111th St., Mew York, RI 9-7698 


3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 
Direction: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


JOEY JACOBSON and MIKE 
weeks at CHEZ PAREE, CHI.; 


LAST FRONTIER, LAS VEGAS 
WALTON ROOF, PHILA. ( 


HARRY MILLER for a 4th engage 
CLEER, BALTO. (June 5th); 


Personal Manager 
PHIL SHELLEY 








FRANK BRUNI for my start at FLORENTINE GAR- 


HARRY ALTMAN and HARRY WALLENS for a 4th 
engagement at TOWN CASINO, BUFF. (May 


return engagement at 
an engagement at LATIN 

QUARTER, CHI. (record-breaking 13 wks.); 
MAXINE LEWIS for forthcoming appearance at 


JACK LYNCH for 4 consecutive engagements at 


LATIN CASINO, PHILA. April 18th); 


THE SINGING STAR AT 
LOU WALTERS’ 
LATIN QUARTER, New York 


ARTHUR LEE 


IMPKINS 





THANKS 


FRITZEL for 26 


(Sept. 26th); 18th): 


4 LOU 
opening at your 


ment at CHANTI- 





est. 1898 


XX 


NATE PLATT for an appearance at the CHICAGO 
THEATRE, CHI.; 


LARRY POTTER for an engagement at SUPPER 
CLUB, L. A.; 


SAMMY RAUCH for @ future return engagement 
at ROXY THEATRE, N. Y.; 


MICKEY REDSTONE for o 
LATIN QUARTER, BOST. (May 18th); 


SAM TUCKER for a 4 week engagement at BEV- 
ERLY HILLS COUNTRY CLUB, 


WALTERS for 
LATIN QUARTER, N. Y. (5th time); 


HARRY KALCHEIM of the William Morris Agency 
for 52 weeks every yeer. 


exclusive management 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 
Mew Yerk Chicago Beverly Hills London 


5th engagement at 


CINN. (July 


my current engegement at 
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Biggest Talent Outlays In Its History 
Planned for Atlantic City Steel Pier 


7™ 





Steel Pier, Atlantic City, is plan- 
ning the biggest talent outlays in its 
history during the coming summer. 
Spot has already booked Dick 
Haymes and making offers to 
Jack Benny, Bob Hope, Danny Kaye 
Dinah Shore, Andrews sisters and 
Abbott and Costello. Pier has al- 
ready signed a series of bands in- 
eluding Frankie Carle, Charlie Spi- 
Jimmy Dorsey, Elliot Lawrence, 
Tex Beneke. Randy Brooks and 
Sammy Kaye, Vaughn Monroe and 
Stan Kenton and is attempting to get 
Louis Prima to complete the lineup 

Reason for increased budget for 


is 


esa le 
Van 


the summer is the Pier’s 50th anni- 
versary, which comes in the middk 
of June. Spot will run big promo- 


tions and more institutional ads than 
heretofore. 

With the huge talent budgets going 
to the Steel Pier, it’s likely that the 
resort’s Million Dollar Pier, will cut 
down its talent outlays considerably 

George Hamid is in on the opera- 
tion of both. Steel Pier is operated by 
Hamid in conjunction with Abe Ellis, 
the concessionaire 

Hamid shopping around for a 
different angle this year for the Mil- 
lion DoHar. .There’s the possibility 
he'll use the house for an industrial 
exhibit, consequently live talent 
plans are in abeyance. Whether the 
exhibit comes through or not, Hamid 
still plans to get top pictures for the 
Million Dollar Pier. 

Haymes has been set for eight 
days starting June 15 with a full unit 
that will include Helen Forrest. He’s 
been booked for $35,000 plus a split. 
Ed Sullivan, N. Y. Daily News 
Broadway columnist, has been 
booked to emcee the show. 


Libby Stine Wanger 
As Walters Prod. Aide 


George Libby, indie line and unit 
producer, has joined the Lou Walters 


is 





staff at the Latin Quarter, N. Y., to) 


take charge of production. 

Libby succeeds Wally Wanger, who 
recently resigned to open a chorus 
casting agency in N. Y. 
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Jockey Wins Vacation 
Bonus for ‘Heartaches’ 





Kurt Webster, WBT, Charlotte, | 
N. C., disk jockey who played Ted 
Weems’ disking of “Heartaches” 


into a national disk and sheet sales 


hit, is being brought to New York 
b. Leeds Music this week. Idea is 
to give the guy a N. Y. vacation as 
a bonus for his job. While in N. Y. 
Webster will do his daily WBT show 


at WCBS, the CBS chain flagship in 
N. Y.. for transmission to WBT 
direct wire. | 
Webster playing Weems’ | 
disking on nightly (midnight) | 
of a Charlotte | 


by 
began 
his 
show at the behest 
Decea distrib, who felt enough of a 
local demand could be created for | 
the disk to rid his shelves of a batch 
of dusty copies. 


Atlantic City Season 
Coming Into Focus; | 
Few Changes Expecte 


Atlantic City, March 25. 


| 
| 
| 


As the summer nears. seasonal | 


are readying plans. With 
the country, the question is--what’s 
in store this year? 

A survey so far discloses that 
there is no great change in plans 
over other years in the majority of 
the resort's summer ventures. Mo- 


tion picture houses will operate as | 
usual, as will the one pier remain- 
\}ing to do business this year at the 


old stand—George Hamid’s Steel 
pier. Million dollar pier, which for 


nearly a half century has been a 
major attraction, will be used for 
commercial exhibition purposes 
only. 


Night clubs will be fewer. So will 
top name acts. Spots which last 
year tried to make their way with 
big names, from present indications, 
won’t use that policy again, and 
some of them may not open as night 
clubs at all. 

There is a liquor 


trend to cut 


| prices here in most small spots, with 


one, the Harbor Bar, uptown, slic- 
‘ing its beer tariff from 10c to 5c 
and liquor accordingly. It seems 
,doubtful that larger places will fall 
'into line, especially the beach front 
'spots, where the liquor now runs a 


| Definite policy will shape up ac- 
| cording to circumstances between 
now and the date the. season offi- 
| cially opens, usually the first week 
lin July. Last summer brought a big 


: | crowd but no big spending. This 


‘year the crowd is expected to be 
larger, but the spending - still 
smaller. 

No legit in sight although one or 
two of the beachfront hotels may 
|try. Globe is expected to run bur- 


was none too good last year. 

This year the Steel pier will cele- 
brate its golden anniversary, and 
George Hamid, its operator, is 
readying plans to make the occa- 
} sion one in which the entire com- 
munity wi! participate. He’s taking 
the viewpoint that the pier is a 
very tangible part of the resort’s 
history. . 

Summer opening of the pier is 
down April 18, the date the pier 
first opened 50 years ago. 
and other pier officials will meet 
with city commissioners and other 
| officials to plan a big hoopla. He 
plans no change of policy. 





Mae Eichler resigned last week 
as USO-Camp Shows publicity di- 
rector. Succeeded by Gerald Lyons, 
in New York. 











2 WEEKS 


Starting March 21 
McVAN'S, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Mgi.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenue, New York 


| 
amuse- | 


ment business on the skids all over | 


dollar a drink at the bar as an aver- | 
: | age. 


lesque once more, although business | 


Hamid | 


Condemned Chi Nitery 


Owner Wins Reprieve 


Chicago, March 25. 
Julius (“Dolly”) Weisberg, former 
co-owner with Louis Falkenstein of 
Hi-Hat nitery here and more re- 
cently partner in money-losing 


Colony club, won a reprieve from 
his scheduled March 28 electrocu- 
tion when Illinois Supreme Court 
sustained penalty and then granted 


| stay of execution until May 23. This 


permitted his attorney to file appeal 
with United States Supreme Court. 

Conviction arose out of Weisberg’s 
murder of auto salesman in loop 
bistro here on Oct. 23, 1945. 


‘Best Years’ Crowds 
Vaude Out of Tower, 
K. C., for Brief Period 


Kansas City, March 25. 
Vaude goes out of the Tower the- 


| atre with the week ending April 3 


to.make way for road showing of 


the Academy winner, 


$1 for mats and $1.50 for nights. 
Tower is a 2,100-seater of the Fox 
Midwest Amusement Corp., operated 


under a management contract with 


Barney Joffee. Joffee has operated 





| minimum policy, last week signed for | 
| Allan Jones, Maxie Rosenbloom and | 
| Max Baer to follow current run of 
| bill 
| April 11. 


Rosenbloom-Baer, - . 
Allan Jones in $7,000 | 
Vanity Fair Package 
Vanity Fair, N. Y. nitery, which | 
two weeks ago inaugurated a ani 


headed by, Gertrude . Niesen, | 
Jones and¢the ex-fight | 
champs were sold as a package by 
Frederick Bros., for $7,000 weekly. 
New show represents some pruning 
of the cafe’s budget inasmuch as | 
Miss Niesen was signed at $7,500 plus 


loverages on gross above $45,000, 
while Jan Murray, co-headlining 
with Miss Niesen, is getting a re- 


| ported $1,750. Spot is still getting 


other for the April 11 
layout 

The Jones-Rosenbloom-Baer setup 
represents the first package ever sold 
by Frederick Bros. to a Broadway | 
cafe. Cafe and theatre departments 
of ‘that agency have been virtually | 


performers 


| dormant since Charlie Yates left that 
| outfit to go with Joe Glaser’s Associ- 


“Best Years | 
| of Our Lives” at a price schedule of | 


ated _Booking Agency. B. W. Fred- 
erick, head of the N. Y. office, re- 


| cently added considerable manpower 
| which includes Tom Kettering, trans- 


| ferred 


double features with vaude for a | 
and year around businessmen here | number of years with but one or 


two interruptions. 
Goldwyn film takes over the house 


ion a stiff percentage deal, however, 
| and regular house policy is being 


| set aside tentatively. “Years” is ex- 
| pected to run several weeks, prob- 
| ably four, after which the regular 
| films with vaude policy likely will 
return at 65c. 


regular top. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, March 25. 

Dr. Harold Rodner, chief execu- 
tive of Will Rogers Fund, in for a 
general o.o. of the lodge, took time 
}out to hello and mitt every patient 
jand handed each an indispensable 
| gift, acting as a belated Santa Claus. 
Lillian (Par) Bergson, who has 
| been bedded too long with the flu, 
| upped for two meals a day with pix 
|}and visiting privileges; also flash- 
| ing progressing clinic report. 
Robert (IATSE) Connelly, after a 
\five month stay in the _ colony, 
| checked out. He is continuing the 
}cure at the Veteran's hospital, Sun- 
}mount, N. Y. 








| Columbia 


from the Hollywood office, 
and Hattie Althoff. The Vanity Fair 
deal was closed by Frederick and 
Kettering. 


Burnette May Play | 
1-Nighters in Alaska 


Burnette, 
to play 
following a 


Deal is on for Smiley 
cowboy player, 


Alaskan one-nighters, 


| tour of towns in Oregon and Wash- | 


' 
ington. No deals have been set in | 
that territory, but if concluded Bur- 
nette would plane to Alaska for a| 
few dates. 

Burnette started a two-week date | 


at the Golden Gate theatre, San | 





| Pants, 2G Lost in Fire 


| 


Francisco, last week after which he 
hits the northwest territory. 





Mass. Hofbrauhaus, Op’s 


Springfield, Mass., March 25. 
Hofbrauhaus at Turner Park, East 
| Longmeadow, burned to the ground 





| early Monday (24) in a $75,000 blaze | 

| which firemen said started from a 

, smoldering cigaret. Owner of the | 
spot, Gene Kreiner, barely escaped | 

,with his family, so quickly did the | 

|flames sweep through the club and 
bowling alleys. 

| Kreiner did not have time to grab | 


At last this writer has found out for his trousers which had $2,000 | 


his rating at the Will Rogers, Eddie | in weekend receipts in them. Only | 
Vogt cracked, “I would not trust | one third of the loss was covered by | 
|Benway any further than I could | surance, 


|throw the Anniversary number of 
| Variety”. (He just recently finished 
_Teading it). 

| Jim E. Lee, columnist of the Wor- 
|cester (Mass.) Gazette, who pens 
“Backstage and on the Aisle,” bedded 
/with mean case of bursitis. But he 
| took time out between aches to greet 
;and shoot us some reading material 
| for the lodge’s library. 

Jean Lefko in from Philadelphia 
‘to chat and ogle her brother Sam 
(RKO) 
good clinic reports which okays him 
for all privileges. 


“Duke” Huntington and his frau | 


| back from a Florida vacetion flashing 
|a heavy tan and much added pound- 
age. Duke is the juke-box king of this 
locality. 

A. B. “Tony” Anderson, manager 
of local Pontiac theatre here, elected 
|;mayor of Saranac Lake. 

James (RKO) McCarthy positively 
| beat the rap in 18 months. Has his 
jall-clear papers and will 

work as a staffer in the New York 
|office of RKO. 

Uncle Henry Berlinghof (Morris 
| Office), in for short vacash at Camp 
| Intermission, sapped up a mess of 
| fresh air and highballed back to the 
| Big-Town. 

Betty Blessing. formerly of Para- 
|}mount home office and_ recently 


}connected with Dr. Edgar Mayer’s | 


new | 
is now under the ob- | 


|N. Y. office, checked 
arrival and 
servation period. 

Dr. Edgar Mayer. first Chief- 
'medico of the old NVA and Will 
Rogers sanatorium, off to India for 
T.B. research work. 


in as a 


Irving “Butch” Wilbur and Sylvia | 


Abbott (Now Mr. & Mrs.) here for 
|a two week vacash and also getting 
}a general check-up; both are in the 
| pink. 

| Elizabeth Mounsey 
|Biviano mastered the Phrenic 
| (Nerve) operation with a smile. both 
| doing O.K. and resting with comfort. 
| Write to those that are ill. 


and Theresa 


Lefko, who has a mess of | 


resume | 





NC. County Bans Carnys | 


Raleigh, March 25. | 

The Harnett county board of com- | 
missioners has passed a resolution | 
| which makes it unlawful for a car- 
nival of any kind to appear in the 
county. This order banning car- | 
nivals from the county came at the | 
request of a large number of mer- | 
chants and business men, it was 
pointed out. 
| The resolution adopted by the 
board states “that it shall hereafter 
be unlawful for any person, firm or 
corporation engaged within the 
county of Hernett in the business of 
a carnival company or in the ex- 
hibition of a show of like kind and 
that no privilege license shall be is- | 
sued by the county of Harnett to. 
permit the showing.” 
County officials pointed out that | 
the law will not apply to strictly | 
agricultural fairs, ciecuses, minstrels 
or other legitimate shows which do 
not carry the usual type of carnival | 
concession and gambling stands. 











Lou Holtz set for the Glenn Ren- | 
dezvous, Newport, Ky., starting | 
April 11 for two weeks. 


aT 
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| with ‘singers 


Haymes, Andrews 
Trio Set Vande 


Two more fairly fresh names have 
been added to the talent roster play, 
ing vaude, Dick Haymes and the 
Andrews sisters have signed for a 
series of theatre dates. 

Haymes opens at the Golden Gate 
theatre, San Francisco at the head 
of a unit which will include Helen 


| Forrest, starting June 18. He'll follow 


with the Oriental, Chicago, Aug. 24 
and the Palace theatre, Cleveland 
Aug. 18, and the Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, June 15, for eight days. He wit] 
draw a guarantee and percentage 
calling for 50% of the gross over 
certain figure. At the Steel Pier 
deal calls for $35,000 guarantee, byt 
has lower percentage clauses. 
Andrews sisters are slated to open 
at the Golden Gate, April 16 on a 
deal calling for $12,500 plus a split 
paying for two other 
acts on the layout. They start at the 
Oriental, May 1 for two 
weeks on a flat deal 
$12,500 for themselves. 


Philly Terrace Room Exits 
Icers for Straight Bills 


Terrace room of the Benjamin 
Franklin hotel, Philadelphia, on an 
iceshow policy for four years, has 
switched to regulation floor-shows 
starting Monday (24). 

Initial show has Thalia, 
Cantu and Barbara Leeds. 


or three 
calling for 


A. J, 


Max Tishman Back 
As Indie; Anger to GAC 


Max Tishman, with the General 
Artists Corp. theatre dept. for four 
years, left that agency Friday (21) to 
open his own office. He was sue- 
ceeded by Harry Anger, who joined 
the agency Monday (24). Prior to his 
joining GAC, Tishman for many 
years was an indie agent 

Anger, former producer and dis- 
trict manager for the Warner Bros. 
circuit in Washington, D. C., has 
more recently been booker for the 
Club Cairo, Washington, which ac- 
count he’s taken with him to GAC. 

Jean Carroll, comedienne, 
Capitol, N. Y., in May. 


. COMEDY | 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 


“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 


into 














3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
* $50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
"HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(Hew te He an Emcee) 
$2.00 Por Copy 


No C.0.D.’s om any material! 
route. also send permmnent & 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St. New York 19, N.Y. 


See 





THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANCES 
FAYE 


CURRENTLY 


RIO CABANA 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Direction: M.C.A. 














[SSS SS 


IF YOU ARE AN EXPERIENCED SOPRANO 5 feet & 
inches TALL, THERE IS A STEADY JOB WAITING 
FOR YOU WITH A COMEDIAN OF REPUTATION. 


APPLY AT 
BILLY ROSE'S DIAMOND HORSESHOE 


ON WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY and FRIDAY 
AT THREE P.M. 
(MARCH 26th, 27th and 28th) 
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Wedgwood Room, N. Y. 
(HOTEL WALDORF-ASTOBIA) 
i i d & Elai rry, 
Tito Gyan Orch, Mischa BoPt 
hy $2 cover after 10 p.m. 





rlay of Tito Guizar with Fred 
ent Elaine Barry puts the Wedgwood 
Room back on its accustomed solid 
ntertainment fgoting. It’s a show 
fhat meets aural and visual stand- 
ards, one that can make the usually 
staid carriage-trade applaud as vig- 
orousiy as bobby-soxers. 

With Guizar, the hostel has a draw 
who’s proven his effectiveness pre- 
viously this season at the Persian 
room of the Plaza hotel, when he 
substituted during Hildegarde’s ill- 
ness. He’s a prime lure for the United 
Nations crowd and is able to enter- 
tain natives equally. 

The Mexican tenor is on for ap- 
proximately a half-hour with a song 
selection that runs the gamut from 
poogie to opera, with his Latin love 
laments providing the more solid 


pasis for his stand. He provides a| 


smart combination of showmanship, 
vocal vigor as well as sapient song 
selection. His garb as a Mex mag- 
nifico, showmanly guitar playing and 
vocal introes help set him with the 
crowd. As usual, he winds up with 
a community sing to “Cielito Linda” 
and “Rancho Grande,” with the cus- 
tomers chiming in on latter with the 
Latin version of yippees. 

The Barrys, in the opening spot, 
set the pace for the show. Their 
polished ballroomology is highly evi- 
dent whether it’s in straight terp 
passages Or complicated lifts and 
spins. After three vigorous numbers 
which include aStrauss waltz, a mod- 
ified jitterbug number and a paso 
doble, it’s difficult to see how they 
can encore, but they respond with a 
pair of ’em, getting the necessary re- 
woite with a line of fetching gab. 
heir closer to Brezhms’ Lullaby, in 
which the male carries his partner off 
the floor, is a cute exit and an un- 
mistakable indication that their eve- 
ning chores are over. 

Emil Coleman’s band, as_ usual, 
does a highly competent job of back- 
ing the show, while Mischa Borr’s re- 
lief outfit is dance-inviting. Jose. 


Copacabana, Miami 


Miami Beach, March 22. 
Henny Youngman, Gracie Barrie, 
Radio Aces, Nick Long, Jr., Ralph 
Young, June Taylor Girls (6), David 
i a Orch (10); no minimum, no 
ver. 


With that fantastic payoff gone 
from the scene, this lush nitery, 
which paid out the top coin here- 
abouts this season (Danny Kaye, 
$20,000; Ritz Bros., $12,500: Mickey 
Rooney, $15,000) has installed one 
of the most satisfying shows cus- 
tomer wise (no minimum) this sea- 
son. It’s one that should keep biz 
at a profitable hum. 

Henny Youngman, who has cone 
S0-sO in former years in this area, 
now clicks solidly in this room. Spot 
has always been good for comics, and 
the long, no longer lean guy had them 
yocking with a series of freshly 
angled gags and patterish songs. 
Most of the stuff is new. The fast- 
working laughmaker tops with a 
Spoofing of the current craze for 

ife stories” out of Hollywood that 
makes for a begoff. 
palways a favorite locally, Gracie 

trie affirms that impression with 
a solid reception from her walkon, 
and she doesn’t let them down with 
her versions of “Glocca Morra” and 


other pops. On the special-material 
side Miss Barrie opens with a zingy 
Don’t Know What To Do When 


I 
Come Out” “ 5 
We Didn't.” and “Let's Do and a 


amon 
bowoff, g others, for a soc 


‘ Radio Aces are another standard 
or niteries in the area. Utilize 
their zany antics and impresh tal- 
os in “What Does The Public 

ant,” “Masters Of Ceremonies” 
and a newie, a satire on the “Okla- 
soy type of musical comedy plot, 
y boff reaction. Still have a habit 
W qorking too loudly and furiously. 
the h proper adjustment on that end 
pos 8 add up to a solid nitery 


Production wise, Nick Long, Jr 
one his top terpings and Ralph 
haw a@ personable young vocalist, 
ave been held over to project the 
. nny Davis songs still being used 
Ch background for the groupings. 
the line phy by June Taylor for 
bie line _a standout with the 
ending heightening the effect of 
~~ opener, middle and _ closing 
numbers, David Tyler’s orch still 
mpresses as one of the best show 
Units in town. Lary. 


Boulevard. Room, Chi 
(STEVENS HOTEL) 
F Chicago, March 21. 
Kee Craddocks (3), Dennis 
D ¥, Dorothy Dorben Line (12), 


on : : 
imunn Grane Orch (13); $3.50 min- 


- Dorothy Dorben’s latest produc- 
On still underscores chorine leg- 


work and dr i i - 
sults ess with resounding re 


tre tekson, Continental magician, has 
Saar € with English delivery but 
nth well regardless, ngtably be- 

of his disarming manner. 
iameen Craddocks get oVer in the 
any iJepartment. Dennis Kelly 
vocals. at hand for m.c.ing and 


As its sock points on tunes like 


(two of their members bleeding at 


r Day,” “Black Magic,” and 
‘if “ose, diy 4-8 rakson’s 
nor hypoes act con- 
siderably. Houtines like grabbing 
igarets from mid-air, coins spilling 
rom customers’ noses and ears and 
aving cards called by cudience pop 
rom trick jar—these are all up- 
graded by Frakson’s manner. 
Craddocks, robust rough-and- 
tumblers, seem a bit too rugged for 
room’s steady trade. ol do usual 
lezp-fro ging, flips, and then segue 
into a bruising hair-pulling, nose- 
tweaking, punching routine that saw 


the gum line. Would likely be socko 
for family-trade bistro. Can stay at 


Fiaminge, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Nev., March 21. 
Abbott & Costello, Jane Harvey 
Ray & Lane, Henry King’s Orch 
(17); no cover, no minimum. 





Admitting the Flamine was their 
first nightclub engagement in over 
10 years, Abbott and Costello didn’t 
have to tell the hep audience that 
the material they used was much 
older, For a warmup they used the 
ancient baseball routine! ‘“Who’s on 
first base. at’s on second”—and 
far into the night. They followed 
this with bits of magic strictly on 
the corny side and from then on it 





ge level with polishing of rough 
stuff. 

_ Versatile outfit led by violin-play- 
ing maestro Don McGrane handles 
show music and dence with equal 
ease. Leans heavily to sweet side 
but can do jump number with re- 
straint for easier customer consump- 
tion. Band chirper Ruth Marion has | 
small voice that has listeners lean- | 
ing sideways to hear, Loop. |} 


Beachcomber. Miami 
(FOLLOW-UP) 
Miami Beach, March 20. 

Those overflow dinner and heavy 
supper crowds are still coming to 
this big room, which has led every 
top spot in town in receipts this sea- 
son. Ready to bring in a new show 
to follow the record-grossing Tucker- 
Richman-Miles combo, boniface Ned 
Schuyler prevailed on Miss Tucker 
and Richman to stay on with Miles 
forced to leave because of previous 
commitments. Miles’ closing night | 
saw a record-breaking number of | 
attendees, and preem of Ben Blue 
the following night found them still 
coming to see thé value-packed 
parlay. The non-minimum policy in- 
stalled in the middle of the current 
show has helped in no uncertain 
terms. 

Blue, despite lack of a cohesive | 
act, fits into the proceedings nicely 
enough. Opens with a line of gags, 
some new and some old, for a good 
measure of laughs, then does a 
zany special, “Broadway Cavalcade,” 
which earns him solid returns. Rings 
in Sid Fields for a hoary bit, spoof- 
ing the mentalists, then follows with 
his familiar taxi dencehall sequence, | 
with his wife participating. Act | 
could use a more solid finish than is 
being utilized at present. Works into | 








afterpiece with Miss Tucker and 
Richman neatly. 
Richman, with this engagement 


under his belt, looks and sounds as 
well as ever. Hits from walkon and 
his intro number, “A Little Coopera- 
tion From You.” Follows with a 
medley of his hits, with self accomp 
on the 88’s then socks with another 
group of hits he’s been identified 
with through the years, with “Vaga- 
bond Song,” “Sunny Side of the) 
Street” and “Birth of the Blues” the 
toppers. 

La Tucker never misses. In her 
seventh week here, her stuff gets 
them from the first tune. All of the 
specially written numbers wham, | 
with that verve and strutting deliv- 
ery in solid evidence throughout. 
Works in the talk with ace accom- 
panist Ted Shapiro to intro her 
numbers, which include odd and new 
lyrics. Topper is her revival of 
tunes written for her through the 
years. Has to beg off. 

Production-wise, the line and Jack 
Stanton, emcee-dancer-singer, work 
in as fresh a manner as when they 
opened. Attractive line has been 
given brief and imaginative routines 
to work with, while Stanton clicks 
in brief dance spot with his tap- 
ballet work, Joe Candullo orch back- 
grounds the proceedings in solid 
fashion. 

Set up could probably keep them 
coming for a long time to come. But 
Schuyler, unable to find suitzble 
replacements, plans to shutter with 








close of the month. Lary. 
Chateau, N. Y. 
Thelma Nevins, Bert Stevens, 


Johnny Raymond Trio; no cover or 
minimum. 





New show at the Chateau, one of 
the most intimate niteries on Man- 
hattan’s east side, is grooved solidly 
for the room’s lush and restful at- 
mosphere. As with most other in- 
time spots,’ the club has no dance 
floor, specializing instead in food. 
drink and its tastefully-decorated 
interior, which makes for an espe- 
cially good after-theatre spot. Decor, 
carried out in various tones of gray, 
is eye-resting and the dim lights add 
much to the room’s appeal. 

Thelma Nevins, with her old-style | 
torch songs, headlines the current | 
bill and goes solidly. Making the | 
most of an ultra-sexy voice, Miss | 
Nevins sidles around the smal] room 
with a hand-mike, stopping off at the | 
tables to sit with the customers, pat | 
the a.k.’s on their bald noggins, etc.. | 
all the while crooning her torchies 
softly into: the mike. Gal has a 
pleasing delivery and her emphasis 
on the oldies is a welcome addition 
to the room’s generally restful at- 
mosphere. : 

Bert Stevens, who formerly played 
at the old Rainbow Room atop the | 
RCA building. N. Y.. backs Miss | 
Nevins capably at the piano, Joinine 
her at times with a harmonizing | 
whistle, Stevens also spells the 








Kelly is holdover, with voice that. 
“It’s | 


Johnny Raymond trio for continuous 
imusic. Trio, including the stondard 


piano, bass and guitar, is cé ~ — 
oft 


was obvious that the comics were, 
as they so aptly put it, “playing the 
Flamingo for their vacation.” One 


>; 


| ment so he can’t be heard, but never 
| letting himself be tied to it, 

| Not a little of the nifty impression 
| Trenet scores is due to the excellent 
backing he is given by Jose Mellis 
on the piano and by Mellis’ orch. 
(Last year he had a male quartet 


|for support, which was a liability | 


| rather than an asset). Bznd gives 
| him a solid and fulsome accompani- 
ment without once overshadowing 
| him or causing him to strain to be 
|heard. Mellis himself at the piano 
seems to have a perfect understand- 
ing of the backing Trenet requires. 


| Orch leader zlso makes a big per- 


thing for sure, they made it clear 


they didn’t intend to work. 


For this ‘vacation’ they are 
ceiving $21,000 for their two-week 
stint. This they’re turning over to 


the Abbott-Costello Youth Founda- 
tion Fund. 


Although Abbott and Costello 
don’t overwork during the floor- 
show, they make up for it by 


clowning all over the hostelry from 
the time they get up. They put on 
2n impromptu show in the casino, 
the swimming pool and _ cocktail 


the floor. 

Ray and Lane, curvaceous acro- 
batic dancers, open the show with 
a routine with parasols that is a 
standout for unison work. Besides 
their perfection of timing, these 
youngsters are very easy to look at. 
_ Jane Harvey sings three numbers 
in pleasing voice but fails to score 
heavily on applause because of her 
lack o* selling. All during her num- 
bers she holds her arms behind her 
back. Her vocal interpretation of 
special arrangements of “Old Black 
Magic” and “Someone To Watch 
Over Me” are fine. She garners a 
giggle with her encore number, “I 
Never Kissed A Boy Before.” 

Henry King’s orch plays the show 
well and is a favorite with the danc- 
ing customers because of its smooth 
style. 

The Flamingo, still flying on one 
wing. seeking the right policy, is 
slashing the entertainment budget 
considerably following the present 
show. Romo Vincent is set to head- 
line the next two weeks. Brig. 





Embassy, N. Y. 


Charles Trenet, Jose Mellis Orch, 
Ralph Font Rhumba Band; 
mum, $3.50 and $4.50 (Sat.). 





Gallic importees, Charles Trenet 
opened at the Embassy late last 
April. After quite a few weeks of 
b.o. success, French temperament 
apparently took hold and the song- 
writer-vocalizer stalked from the 
floor in annoyance at audience talk- 
ativeness and general disrespect. 
There was a wrangle with former 
owner Bill Miller and Trenet ulti- 
mately headed back to Paris in 


re- 


| and 


| been 


sonal score with three 


piano num- 
bers preceding Trenet’s 


entry. 
Herb. 


Latin Casino, Philly 
Philadelphia, March 19. 


Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis, Joey 
Altee, Duke Art & Junior, Jewnne 
Haver, Line (8), Sonny Fontaine, 


Harry Dobbs Orch (8), Jack Verna 
(3); $2 minimum. 

Latin Casino has just come under 
the aegis of Jack Lynch, quondam 
operator of the Walton Roof, and 
show is beginning to have the Lynch 


New line is Wally Wanger product 
includes some_ sharp-looking 
chicks, niftily gowned and well-rou- 
tined. 

Headliners are Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis, youthful duo who shave 
clicking along Philly’s nitery 
row. Lads have a fresh comedy 
flair; knock themselves out trying 
and keep it clean, 

Martin, of the swoon-croon school, 
doesn’t take himself too seriously, 


| but pleases with rendition of ballads 


|and novelty stuff. When caught 
Mertin clicked with “Anniversary 
Seng,” “Marie” (in Italian), and 


| “Begin the Beguine.” 


thing brand new. 


| 
| 


|catures w.k. personalities. 


mini- | 


| 
| ringsiders. 
One of the first of the postwar | 


Solid is Martin’s and Jerry Lewis’ 
comic takeoff on “Sonny Boy’—a 
bit that has been kicked around but 
these lads make it look like some- 
Lewis takes the 
mike for a bit of vocalizing on “I'm 
a Big Boy Now.” 

Duke Art and Junior have a clever 
clay modeling act. It’s a novel stunt 
in a nitery and a crowd pleaser. 
With a couple of models taken from 
the audience Duke whips out some 
startling likenesses. He also cari- 
As an 
added gimmick, Duke makes minia- 
tures at tables for customers. 

Joey Altee is an adroit tapster 
with a personality that wins the 


Jeanne Haver fronts the line in 


| the production numbers with back- 


ground vocals by Sonny Fontaine, 
who also does an adept job of em- 


| ceeing. 


alleged disregard of an option to con- | 
tinue at the spot. A $5,000 breach of | 


contract suit followed. 


Last week Trenet was back to 
play off the optioned time, the court 


proceedings forgotten with the Em- | 
bassy now run by Washingtonian | 


Morris D. Schwartz. 
Trenet signed by Bryan Foy for an 
f£agle-Lion picture and an influx of 


lon, Lucienne Boyer and Maurice 
Chevalier, who seemed merely to 


point up that Trenet belongs truly | 4 trick banjoist. Abbott line is okay 


in the top drawer of the Continental 
invaders. 

A tremendous success last year, 
Trenet is even more of a sock zs an 


Interim szw | 


entertainer now (although, with gen- | 


eral nitery biz off, results in the cash 
drawer are disappointing). Singer’s 
English has improved a bit and he’s 


boulevardiers, including Jean Sab- | 5P°t like this. 


now offering about an even quantity | 
of French and English in his 25- | 


minute stint. The language matters 


little. however, for it’s not the words | 


but that ezsy, engaging manner of 
singing; the pleasant, Gallic person- 
ality, and the native showmanship 
that goes into his turn, which bams 
him across. 

Nor does Trenet exhibit any rem- 
nant of that reputed temperament 
which got him in trouble last year. 
despite adequate provocztion from 


Musical accompaniment fer show 
is handled by Harry Dobbs orches- 
tra. Lulls by Jack Vernna trio. 

Shal. 


Normandie Roof. Mont’l 


(MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL) 
Montreal, March 19. 
Roy Smeck, Merriel Abbott Dan- 
cers (7), Buddy Clarke Orch (14), 
Erni Ardi Quintet; $1.50 couvert Sat- 
urdays, $1 weekdays. 





Sparse layout current doesn't add 
up to the kind of smart entertain- 
ment one should expect in a swank 
One week the payees 
can see a Sablon or a Brisson or 
Romo Vincent and another week 
they have to adjust themselves to 


for the room, but Re, Smeck, 
though he does get across in spots, 
doesn’t really register. 

Though Smeck has a top drawer 
vaude turn, his main fault as far 
as niteries is concerned is that he’s 
never worked them, this being his 
first bistro date. Performance and 
technique on the guitar, banjo and 
uke is okay, but he falls down on 
the selling. Also, it’s a bad book- 
ing because he has the competish of 


| Erni Ardi, quintet leader, who’s a 


some Embassy trade that would un- | 


doubtedly find itself more at home 
in a Times Square saloon. 
sponsibility certainly rests on the 
management for keeping “reasonable 
order and quiet among a_ small 
group of patrons who come to hezr 


A re-| 


a French singer and then squawk in | 


noisy objection because he sings ip 
French. 


In contrast to his preem last year, | 


Trenet offers an excellent repertoire 
of tunes, most of them from his own 
pen. There’s a completely satisfy- 
ing shading from ballad to novelty, 
from French to English, and in the 
general choice to make a pleasint 
set. Best of all, however, is that 
deep, soft crooning voice which is 
reminiscent of Crosby’s in the lack 


lof effort with which it pours forth. 


It has a great resonance and an in- 
timacy that’s great for the niteries 
and disks, Trenet, incidentally, ws 
w.k. to the platterophiles long be 
fore he ever sew America. 

In the showmanship department. 
chansonner exhibits a dozen se li": 
tricks. most familiar of which is the 
soft felt hat thet’s either crushed in 
his hands or on back of his h: 


He also has that vnusual trick oi 
complete mebiJity before a_ mit 
never setting 2 from the ins’ 


sock guitarist himself. 

Abbott Dancers show up nicely 
with “Bumble Boogie” and _ pot- 
pourri of w.k. musicals routine go- 
ing over big. Pianistics of Freddie 
Padgham of Buddy Clarke's orch is 
a big factor in selling the stint. 

Backgrounding for show by 
Clarke’s orch is solid as is the Erni 
Ardi Quintet doing the lulls. Biz 
okay. Laza, 








Palace Hotel. Frisco 
San Francisco, March 21. 
Jean Sablon, Jan Savitt Orch (14), 
Diane Richards; $1.50-$2 cover. 








Latin Quarter, Miami 
Miami Beach, March 21. 
Cross & Dunn, Jan Bart, Martels & 
Mignon, Glorta- LeRoy, Piroshka, 


| Line (8), Peter Herman Orch (10); 


no minimum, no cover. 





Followup to the Jane Russell 
show finds the Latin Quarter here 
with a neatly devised, albeit com- 
paratively short show which adds 
up as one of the better layouts to 
have played here this season. 

Cross and Dunn make their first 
appearance here in several seasons 
and click in no uncertain fashion 
with a blend of special material. Tee 
off with “It’s Been a W* le Year 
Since We've Been Here,” follow 
with a satire on radio commercials, 
then into a Gershwin series of 
clickos. Wham with a piece anent 
President Truman and es Missouri 
aides he’s aequired for what adds 
up to a topical and biting bit which 
brings yocks from Repubs_ and 
Dems alike. All the showmanship is 


| there, and the duo had to beg off. 








That the Sablon nzime is magic in | 
supper club circles is proved again by | 


the bulging opening night crowd that |* 


warmed into the Rose Room of the 
Palace hotel (March 20) to see Jean 
Sablon move through’a dozen of his 
standby numbers 
tomed Gallic savoir faire. 

Turning on the charm to beguile 
the gals particularly, Sablon drenched 
ihe opening nighters with such fig- 
newtons as “Le Fiacre,” “L’Accor- 
dion.” “Vous Qui Passe” and “Le 
Petit Vin Blanc,” and offered, in 
‘nglish, “Girl That I Marry,” 
ound out the sentimental picture. 
His limited vocal range did not dis- 
urb his effectiveness an iota as the 


cverwhelmed patronage called for 
‘ncore after encore. 
Music by Jan Savitt’s orch is 


nooth for Sablon and firsiraie fo: 
ancing. Band vocals by Diane Rich- 
ds are more than edeguete, Ted. 


with his accus- | 


Jan Bart, held over from the 
previous show, works better here 
than in other local spots he’s been 
seen in; he hits in solid manner, 
Purveys “Anniversary Song.” “Girl 


ly ie, ger : oe ;. | That I Marry” and that now stand- 
lounge that tops the one they do on touch—especially in the way of gals. | y 


ard medley in which he does voca- 
likes of Crosby, Vallee. Kate Smith 
and the Inkspots. Socks with his 
“Pagliacci” for a begoff. 


Adagio trio, the Martells and 
Mignon, deal out the standard 
throws and routines, plus some 


breathtaking tricks 
and palm-whacking. 


that get gasps 


Line has been cut to eight girls 
with good results. Routines show 
nicely, as do Piroshka, holdover 
French ballet dancer who works 


with them and Gloria LeRoy, an- 
other season standby with her acro- 
antics. In own spot Miss LeRoy 
hits solidly with a neatly devised 
comedy-acro sequence that brings 
top reaction. Pete Herman's orch 
does nicely by the acts and produc- 
tion numbers, Lary. 


Mayfair Room. Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, March 21. 
Downey, Ramon Ramos 
cover $1.00, minimum 


Morton 
Orch. (9); 
$2.50-$3.50. 

Big league song pitcher that he is, 
Morton Downey uses heart when 
voice runs thin and tired, putting 
plush Mayfair Room customers into 
frenzied mitt-pounding. 

Irish balladeer’s years of bistro 
background is reflected in manner 
which he channels tunes for audi- 
ence tastes. Does the gamut of 
tunes, pop ballads, rhythm, Irish— 
all to sock response. 

Downey does self-accomp at piano, 
with Ramon Ramos furnishing well- 
executed musical backdrop aided by 
tenor’s own guitarist, pianist and 
drums who sit in with Ramos crew. 

Must have done between 30 to 35 
tunes but still had customers un- 
saturated when  czught. Begged 
rather than bowed off. 

Ramos crew, with heavy accent on 
fiddles, does slick South American 
stint for the rhumba fans, 


Samovar,. Montreal 
Montreal, March 20. 
Eric Victor, Adia Kuznetzoff, Al- 
fredo & Leonora, Christine Soko- 
lovska, Bill Skinner Orch (7); $2 
minimum Saturday, $1.50 weekdays. 


Return of terper Eric Victor to 
this arty bistro sparks the show and 
garners some begoff mitting for his 
own stint. Victor’s eccentric dance 
stint is still socko, his terps being 
integrated into characterizations 2nd 
sketches that go big with the payees. 

Also plenty okay are acro-ball- 
roomologists Alfredo and Leonora, 
whose routines are graceful and 
well-delivered. Get a big palm. 

Rest of the bill is split up between 
chirpers Sokolovska and Kuznetzoff, 
who both work wivhout mikes, 

Kuznetzoff registers in healthy 
renditions of Russizn items and the 
gal shows up nicely in semi-classie 
and classic numbers. Delivery of 
latter is a little on the stiff side. 

Bill Skinner orch on the dot with 
the cues, za. 





Esquire, Mont'l 
Montreal, March 19. 
Bruce Stevens, Muriel Millard, 
Hillman Bros. (2), Line (10), Ar- 
mand Meerte Orch (9), Eddie La 
Sante Trio; $1 minimum. 





Current layout stacks up for nice 
audience reaction. Aside from Bruce 
Stevens, none of the acts show any 
boff quality, but they’re all nicely 
received by the payees. 

Stevens does the m.c.ing with lit- 
tle gagging but in his own spot 
shows a neat comedy sense plus a 
versatility on many instruments 
that gets a hefty mitt. Takeoffs on 


| w.k. instrumentalists is nothing new 


to | 


but with clever ad libs thrown in 
it becomes a fresh-looking stint. 

French warbler Muriel Millard 
clicks with the Francaise element 
but otherwise doesn’t show too 
much for those that don't get the 
lingo. Pipes are good but she should 
use a couple of pop tunes. 

Hillman Bros., sepia tapsters, of- 
fer an average turn with corny bits 
that could be trimmed. 

Armand Meerte’s. orch  back- 
grounds show okay. Las Sante Trio 


are clicko in reliefing job. Line’s 
Irish routine best mumber. Biz 
okay. Le2a, 























VARIETY 








Numerals in connection 


Letter in parenthesis indicate 
(P) Paramount; 


Variety Bills 


OF MARCH 26 


Baar i | 


WEEK 


with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week } 


(R) 


eireult: (1) 


1 dent; (L) Leew 
RKO; ( ) Wareer. oe : | 











NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (1) 26 
arumy Kaye Ure 
erebeth Old 
arvey Stone 
fusic Hall (1) 27 
wctle Cummings 
runhilda Roque 
*harles Kulkeski 
len Burris 

Arnaut Bros 
cromaniacs 
ho’'as & Vertzulis 
ockettes 
‘orps de 
ym Orc 
"aramount (P) 26 

Sener Dorsey Ore 
_ Jordan Tym 5 

Fa. Henning 
wn Shirley 

Roxy (1) 28 
onnee Boswell 
ackie Miles 
uster Shaver 
George & Rich'd 
eters Sis 

State (1) 27 
F Evers & Delorez 


Franks & Janyce 
teve Evans 


yivia Froos 
ek Pearl 


Ballet 


Strand (W)°28 
Louis Prim: 


Jane Wynn 
Frank Marlowe 
BRONX 


Windsor (1) 29-30 
erb Lynn 
Ret Chesterfields 
Jasie Thorpe 
Alston & Young 
Canines 
KLYN 
Tatbush (1) 29-30 
eon Fields 
Louise & Chas 
Whitaker Bros 


aicn (1) 26-29 


xtremes 
en Wongs 
ewellls Circus 
Raye & Nardo 
Walter Walters Jr 
id Sione Ce 
obby Rollins 
BALTIMORE 
Free ne. (i) 27 
ay 903 Revue 
State (1) 27-29 
obbie Jean 
lora Drake 
ork & Pierce 
lien B & Shortie 


i 


arbara Belmore 
lian Barnes 
Royce & Helen 
unre & Adams 
TON 


BOS 
Boston (R) 27 
he Shyrettos 
aison Sis 
hil Brito 
w-Hite & Stanley 


3 
BROOK 
(i) 29-30 
id Stone Co 
erry & Raye 
obby Rollins 

& D Raymond 
merald Sis 

SAMDEN 
Towers (1) 28-30 
ariton & Dell 









ally Dean 
dams & Vaughn 
ew Nelson 
Edwards Bros 
CHICAGO 
hag °? 238 
ng Cole 
{ Borule 
Lane & Claire 
Orlental (1) 27 
an August 
uddy Lester 
Isa & Waldo 
he Whirlwinds 
ay “Lang Ore 


COLUMBUS 
Palace (RK) 27 
Vivian Blaine 
Mills Bros 
P & E Francis 
Marshall Bros 
Pat Hill Co 
DAYTON 
Kelth’s (R) 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Tex Beneke | 
Helene & How ard 
Artie Dann 
HARTFORD 
State (J) 28-30 
E Hawkins Orc 
Gordon McRa 
Robert S & 
Ladd Lyon 
Lenny ‘aie 
HOLYORE : 
Valley Arena (1) 30 
Sonny Dunham Ore 
Allan Jones 
Martin Bros 
(four to fill) 
MJAMI 
Olympia (P) 26 
LaVere & Handman 
Albertas 
Vagabonds 
Eddie Shaffer 
Louis & Olivet 
PATERSON 


~ 
27 


e 
White 


Marcelle F 
Clayton & Phillips 
Larry Daniels 
Bebe's Bears 

31- 


Spic & Span 

Jimmy Jimae Co 

Homer & Jethro 

Todd Morgan 

The Herzesg* 
PHILADELVHIA 
Carman (5) 27 


The Fontaines 
Don Cummings 
Eric Thorson 
t+ Joyce 
Earle (W) 28 
J Lunceferd Orc 
Lewis & White 
Qlark Bros 
Thelma Carpenter 
READING 
Rajah (1) 27-29 
Marien Hutton 
B Butterfield Ore 
Georgie Kayé 
M Carnevale 
ROCHESTER_ 
Palace (BR) 27 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Town Criers 
3 Dunhills 
Eddie Rio 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) 2% 
Moore’s Circus 
Jumbo the Seal 
Parker & Porthole 
Russ Dean 


Ginger Gillard 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 26 
Don & Beverly 
Smiley Burnett 
Sibyl Bewan 
B Gavin Octette 
SPRINGFIELD 
rt Sq (1) 27-30 
finton & Diane 


(1) 27-30 | 


Alice Farrar Marais Miranda | 
Bob Turk Cedric Wallace 3 
Hotel Pénnsyl Wally Blacker 
Frankle Carle Versailles 


Hotel Pierre 
Maurice & Maryea 
Modernaires 
Chas Reader Ore 
Cass Harrison Ore 

Hotel Plaza 


Carl Brisson 
Bob Grant Ore 
gna Ore 
Mage Vanguard | 
Maxine Sullivan , 
Pete Seeger 


Hildegarde y 
Hal Kanner Ore 3 lames 
Monte Ore Don Frye 


Vanity Fair 
Gertrude Niesen 
Jan Murray 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Or 
Hotel Taft 


Zimmerman’s 


Machito Ore 
Gene Kardos 


Jose Curbello 


Ruban Bleu Janczl Makula 
} Marion Bruce Zsiga Bela 
Vera Massey Paul Arnold 
Bernie George Sinclair & Alda 
Day, Dawn & Dusk Helen Wenzel 
Kirby Walker Olga Orlova 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk H Edgewater Beach 
Russ Carlyle Ore Stephen Kisley Ore 
Joey Bishop Make Believes (3) 


Harbers & Dale 


Chez Paree Song Stylists (4) 


Fleanore Powell 


Boy Foy Dorothy Hild Deers 
Carl Ravarza ae ae 
larry Storch etty rey rma 
Gay Claridge Ore me By . 
Don Chiesta Ore Sirol hy Lewis 
Adora bles (13) Ice Revue 
Colesime’s Ted Weems Orc 
Joey Faye Hotel Stevens 
Leo Fuld Don McCrane Orr 
Milt Moss The Craddocks (2) 
Irving Bensen Dennis Kelly 
Doris Ruby Frankson 
Mary Jo Bell Boulevar-Dears 
Nan Huston Latin Quarter 
Copacabana Ted Lewis Ore 
Betty Reilly Geraldine Du Bots 


Paul White 

Blroy Peace 

Corwin Sis 

Sol Klein Ore 

Sky Riders (4) 
Palmer House 

Griff Williams Ore 

Dorothy Shay 

Artini & Consuelo 


Virginia McGraw 
Jimmie Burrell 
Arnie Barneit 
Pancho Ore 
Copa Cover Girls 
Phil Foster 
Hotel Bismarck 
Joseph Sudy Ore 
Georgie Gobles 


The Martinis Cc & A Jones ; 
Lenore Abbott D’ncera (12° 
Norma Warner Rio Cabana 
L & G Cansino Dineieg Sis 
Eddie Fens Ore Irwin Corey 

Hotel Blackstone Copsey & Ayers 


Don Bradfield 

The lovelies (6) 

Cee Davidson '‘r< 
Vine Gardens 


Morton Downey 

Ramos Orch 
Hotel Congress 

Joe Vera Orc 


Sam Bari ° Larry Ross 
Hotel Continenta! | Phil D'Rey 
Za Bach’s Ore Gevurgie. Moore 





The Willys 
Russ Mack & Page 
L & E Roberts 
The Hollys 
Bob Sheppard 
UTICA 
Stanley (W) 31-2 
E Lawrence Orc 
F Bartholomew 
Martin Bros 
Cathy Moore 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 27 
Showtime of 1947 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (1) 30 
Roberta Welch 
Pat Hogan 
Martez & Delita 











Stuart & Barry 
The Cirps 





| Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Blue Angel 
ohn Buckmaster 
il Gordon 
His Larkin 3 
oan Nichols 
tuart Ross 


Cafe Sovctety 
{(Dowatown) 
livette Miller 
mnie Sawyer 
iff Jackson 
osh White 
C Heard Ore 


Cafe Sovilety 
(Uptown) 
ucienne Boyer 
ave Martin 3 
dmund Hall Ore 
Carnival 
lsen & Johnson 
eatrice Kay 
lici Puppets 
& T Valdez 
lackburn Twins 
ichael Kdwards 
eManus Ore 
eid Ore 
China Doll 
eye Luke 
ohn Tio 
oo Song 
ran Yang 
adine Li 
ai Sings 
Embassy 
Charies Trenet 
ose Mellis Orc 
alph Font Or 
leeta 
Milt Britton Unit 
fatin Ouarter 
A Lee Simpkins 
os Cole Ders 
rancis & Grey 
Bedell & Matson 
Hal Raywin 
Cecil Lewin 
Chick Gladke 
tron & Tadie’s 
ididie Davis 
onpy KEing 
he Amorys 
Narda 
Graham Sis 
hyliss Arnold 
illis Wonders 
hepard Chorus 
tt Waner Ore 
Monte Carle 
Dick Gasparre 


Sun 


°o 


Roberto 
Maya Ore 


Old SBomasian 
Jackie Phillips 
Sadie Banks 
Nina_ Dover 
Joe La Porte Ore 
G’wich Village tnn 
Sally Rand Show 
Trojans 
Lou Ashe 
Chavez Ore 
Ned Harvey Orc 


Havana-mMiadnd 
Aurora-Roche 
Carlyle Ders 
Noro Morales 
Carlos Varela Ore 

Belmont-Plaza 
Kay Vernon 
Bob Hopkins 
Pierre & Boland 
Stone wre 
Bad 

Hotel Biltmore 
Carmen Cavallaro 

Hotel Commodore 
Jack Edward Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Chuck Foster Orc 
Marion Spelman 
June Arnold 
Bissell & Farlev 
Alomas Hawaiians 
The Chenteurs 
Barry Bros Orc 
Coparabapa 
Ruth Etting 
Raye & Naiidi 
Steen & Tasher 
Paul Winchell 
Bill Shirley 
Julie Wilson 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 
Diamond Torsestior 
Barney Grant 
Siri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
Chico 
Rosita Rios 





Miguel & Albaicin 





Toe Kish Ore 
Mel Cole Ore 


Marianne Feitele 
| Sheldon Reed 


Theatre Tele 


| 
Continued from page | joe 














or free money was still around, there 
was a bigger demand than ever for 
seats. There were more turnaways 
this year than ever before. 

But because Met operations get 
more expensive yearly, with costs 
constantly increasing, while admis- 
sion prices can’t go up and must re- 
main static, the Met must go outside 
more than ever for further income, 
says Johnson. Three imminent 
steps involve extension of the spon- 
sored Saturday afternoon broadcasts; 
plans for a film about the Met; and 
the recently concluded Columbia Re- 
eording Corp. arrangements for disk- 
ing of Met operas. 

Texaco Co. now sponsors the 18 
Saturday broadcasts during the regu- 
lar season from the Met Opera House 
in N.Y. Sponsor, the Met and ABC 
network are now discussing exten- 
sion of this series to include 10 or 11 
more broadcasts from the road when 
the Met is on its annual spring tour. 
There was some talk of adding this 
year’s Saturdays on tour, but the 
net had some difficulty in getting 
various stations to come along and 
clear the time. Now that Los An- 
geles will be included in the Met’s 
tour, starting next year, Texaco in- 
terest has been whetted in the coast- 
to-coast hookup angle on promotion, 


certainty. : 
Boris Morreos’ Pic Bid 


With the “Carnegie Hall” film as 
impetus, the Met has been ap- 
proached by several pic companies 
for a documentary film on the Met’s 
history, according to Johnson. The 
Met board is now considering a 
definite offer from Boris Morros, who 
produced “Carnegie Hall” with Wil- 
liam LeBaron (Federal Films) for 
UA release. If this film should catch 
on, says Johnson, the Met is enter- 
taining idea of doing educatianal 
shorts for schools, with condensed 
versions of operas, etc. 

As to the Los Angeles season, the 
Met plans its first visit there for two 
weeks in 1948, says Johnson. Visit 
would be in the spring, not to con- 
flict with San Francisco opera sea- 





son in &. A. The Met will increase 


| other cities (though not slighting any | 











}ances in N. Y. 


| 
{ 
__ Continued from page 2 gem 


| Colonna, 
| Benny, and the Benny Goodman | 


| bongo drum and a bright personality 


so’ that the added broadcasts seem a | 


its present 10-week post-season tour 
to 11, to take in the L. A. fortnight, 
curtailing its stay in some of its, 


by bypassing them) to adjust the 
extra week. 


Although no papers have been | 
signed for the L. A. 
Johnson says there’s a definite un- | 
derstanding between the Met and | 
L. A. boards, and season will be sat- 
isfactorily guaranteed. The Mef'’s| 
’48 visit, he said, is the first shot aa | 
a campaign of the Greater Los An- 
geles Plans, Inc., to raise $25,000,000 





'for a war memorial auditorium and 


opera house, the Met’s visit to be| 
spearhead of the drive for funds. At 
present the Met will perform in the 
L. A. Auditorium. Greater Los An- 
geles Plans, Inc., is a non-profit or- 


Vincent Lopez Ore | Bob Williams | ganization headed by Harvey S. 
“ae re Mia | Mudd, with Dr. Charles Strub, head | 
ito suizar , = " 
 & E Barry Boyd Raeburn of Santa Anita racetrack, a strong 
Emil Coleman Ore | Ginnie Powell backer. 
Mischa Borr Ore Wivel . ; 
Little Club Bob Lee Met opened a week ago in Balti- 
Doris Day Kay Carole 1 E . 
Cass Harrison 8 Stuart Langley more on longest post-season tour to 
Rogers Corner Posy Palmer, 'date. Company of 300 will travel 
« i ‘4 . . . “er ” 
yy Zanzibar %|7,.500 miles in eight weeks giving 57 
Joe Sater Trio Ida James aa performances in 14 cities. It is also | 
‘abana owe ow Sail f ote 
NTG dire Eddie Hayward Or | 8iving a few post-season perform- | 
Billy Vine D Dickens Orc i 
} 











Runyon Fund =| 


Dorothy Lamour, Jack | 


Sextet. 


Program became perfect sight en- 
tertainment when radio left off at) 
11 p.m. Number played by the Benny | 
| Goodman Sextet at sign-off time was 
given a big bounce by Jack Benny, 
who brought in his violin for a jam 
session with Goodman's clarinet. 

Edgar Bergen and Charlie Mc- | 
Carthy wrapped up a discourse on | 


{ 





laughs. Desi Arnaz proved that the | 
can score a personal hit—when it’s | 
Arnaz. His “Babalu” number clicked 
big. Gene Kelly was another strong | 
on the entertainment side, doing a | 
soft shoe number, then encoring 
with impersonation of a “person- | 
ality” vaude hoofer. 


Tuneful Turns 

Dinah Shore gave class rendition 
to “Glocca Morra” and “St. Louis 
Blues.” Danny Kaye triumphed with | 


“Balling the Jack” and “Minnie the | 
Moocher,” latter with an audience 
lassist. The Four Dandies (Benny, 
| George Burns, Hope and Van John- 
| son) were good for strong laugh as 
deadpan oldtime song and dance 
turn. Betty Hutton opened nervously 
with~ “Doctor, Lawyer” but ABC 
;needed a new mike by the time she 
| finished with “Rockin’ Horse Ran 
| Away.” 

Red Skelton didn’t get on unfil 
_midnight but the wait was worth it. 
Boffola impressions of different 
types of theatre-goers and his prize- 
fight pantomime had eyes streaming 
from laughter. It was the laugh 















season, | 


John Alden and Priscilla for sure}. 


impression of offkey singer doing | 
“Begin the Beguine,” encoring with | 


man recording four sides for De- 
Luxe with release timed for celebra- 
tion of his 30th anni as a bandsman, 
April 15... Paul Lavalle’s orchestra 
cutting eight-sides for Musicraft in 
mixed album of pop and classical 
tunes. ...- 

Sid Weinberg has replaced Marino 
DaLallio in sax section of Joey 
Kearns’ Philadelphia band. 


On the Upbeat 


Continued from page 50 





Hollywood 


Merry Macs set as vocal group 
with Tommy Pederson’s new band 


for one-nite stands hereabouts... 


Basin Street Boys will put in an ap- 
pearance at Laura Slayton Youth 
Foundation Benefit Easter Sunday 
_.Starliters are doing all the back- 
ground vocal tracts for Disney’s‘ 
latest production “Fun and Fancy 
Free...Boyd Raeburn orchestra on 
a series of one-niters through the 
East coast...Jimmy Guiffre takes | 


over tenor sax spot for Tommy | 
Pederson’s ork, replacing Corky | 
Corcoran...Jimmy White starting 


| return engagement at Club Rounders 


...Ernie Filice’s four-piece combo 


| signed for “Smooth Sailing,” Techni- 
|ecolor short at Paramount... Poison | 


Gardner trio into Club Susie-Q 
March 21...T. Tex Tyler's recently 
formed 10-piece oatune combo into 
Riverside Rancho for an indefinite 
stay. ..Raymond Scott orchestra set 
for eight weeks at Palace hotel, San | 
Francisco Aug. 23...Ray Herbeck 
orchestra into Last Frontier, Las 
Vegas, April 7 for seven weeks... 
Frankie Carle Coastbound this sum- 
mer: GAC digging dates. 

Ina Ray Hutton will go east next 
month to re-form for theatre trek 
_ , Freddy Martin has been dubbed 
“Music Laureate of Nicaragua” by 
Latin American country, for pub- 
licity the banana-land believes it got 
from Martin’s Victor platter of “Ma- 
nagua,.” first to hit sales stalls. Ba- 
toneer got official notification from 
L. A. Consul from Nicaragua, Carlos 
Gonzales. Pat Flaherty, who 
formerly chirped with Les Brown, 
will be with Harry James’ new crew. | 
_. Dick Mulliner’s aggregation inked | 
for stretch at Memphis’ Clarikige 
hotel, April 18. . . Benny Carter, 
with new orchestra a-forming, has 
flipped to Mexico to do some arrang- 
ing. Frankie Carle set for the usual 
six-stanza stand at Palladium, tee- 
ing July 22, on heels of Gene Krupa. | 
_ , Nick Delano joining Jerry Wald | 
as vocalist. 


Chicago 

Arnie Barnett replacing Nora 
Morales band at Copcabana with 
Pancho doing rhumba chores.... 
Lola Stevens joining Buddy 
Moreno’s new band as fem chirper 
....Herbie Fields into the College 
Inn, April 4....Buddy DeVito re- 
joining reorganized Harry James 
band....Abe Platt in St. Lukes after 
auto accident....Clyde McCoy at 
Lake Club, Springfield, Ill....Ben 





topper of the evening. 





“Soliloquy” from “Carousel” and | 
‘then did an “Old Man River” parody 
{on Bing Crosby. Jimmy Durante 


broke up pianos, lights and the audi- | Phillips into Club Madrid, Louis- 


ence with his rendition of ‘Hinka | 
, Dinka Doo.” 

| By that time it was 12:40 a.m. and 
Jolson came on with the warning 


| that he’d been waiting five hours for | 


a chance to sing, and was going to. 
He finally got off at 1:15 a.m. after 
boffing cash customers with “Cali- 
,fornia, Here I Come,” “Rosie,” 
| “Mammy,” “The Anniversary Song,” 
“Can You Spare a Dime,” ‘Swanee” 
| and “April Showers.” On the last 


three he was joined at the piano by | 


| Harry Akst. 


There were no drippily sentimental 
_ culogies. The cause was stated early 
'by Hope. It was mentioned a few 
, times during the evening, but never 
‘in a maudlin manner. 


} 


|; Strong support to the acts was 
j}given by Victor Young’s orchestra 
of 28 pieces. Musical backing had 


none of the effect of the usual one- | 


| night stand of thrown-together acts. 


| and it all came off solidly. 


_ New Austrian Anthem Debut 

Vienna, March 18. 

' New Austrian national anthem, 
“Land of Mountains,” was played 
for first time on the air here by 
Max Schoenherr orchestra. Franz 
|Hurdes, Minister of Education, 


‘pointed out that old Hayden hymn 
i can’t be used any more because 
| Nazis misused it. 


Page Cavanaugh Trio paved the | back in Chicago representing Harry 
way for Frank Sinatra, who sang | Warren Music Co., replacing Max 


pe of Barton Music....Art Kassell 


Pla-Mor, Kansas City, April 9, then 


Kanter, former coast rep for Bourne 


Lutz who takes over Hollywood of- 
into Trianon, April 8...Freddie 


ville, April 5....Ozzie Clark at the 
back to O’Henry Ballroom here, 
| April 30....George Olsen, Prom 
Ballroom, St. Paul, April 13....Glen 
|Gray doing one nighters thru the 


brook 








territory....Bob Berkey into Music 
| Box, Omaha, for three weeks April 
,1....Ted Weems plays 
| Denver, for 12 days beginning April 
| 8....Jimmy Joy at the Indiana Roof, 
Indianapolis, April 12. 


Lionel Hampton giving jazz con- 
, cert at Chicago Civic Opera House 
| April 27. . .. Earl “Fatha” Hines 
purchased El Grotto nitery and will 
open there with band April l.... 
B. W. and L. A. Frederick of Fred- 
erick Brothers in town for consulta- 
tions with local. office. . 
Fields into Hotel Sherman's College 
Inn April 4... . John Kirby opens 
at Continental club, Milwaukee, 
April 7. .. . Milo Stelt, local Fred- 
erick Brothers manager, bitten by 
flu bug. . . . Red Saunders on one- 
nighters after closing at Band Box 
April 9... . Johnny Lehman “Sun- 


Frontier, | 





.-. Herbie | 


} 


} 


} 





May 10. ...Ted Weews o 

weeks at Chase Hotel, St you” 
April 25.... Louis Armstror 
one-nighter at Pershing Ballroes 
April 27. . . . Griff Williams bo 
into Aragon Ballroom Ma- 4. " 


Pittsburgh 


“Cavalcade of Jazz” set for on 
night return concert and dance * 
Savoy Ballroom April 7... Piccol 
Pete band, finishing up three-month 
stretch at Johnny Brown's Club has 
been hoisted for an indefinite term 

. Lawrence Welk played Sunny. 

Ballroom, Pottstown, Pa. on 

way from Bill Green’s to opening at 


| Roosevelt hotel, New York, Monday 


(24) Elliott Lawrence band 
plays big Police Department dance 
in Butler, Pa., April 10. . Al 
Marsico’s band hung up eighth an. 
niversary at Nixon Cafe yesterday 
(25). 

















New Acts 








KAY VERNON 

Sengs 

10 Mins. 

Glass Hat, Belment-Plaza, N.Y. 

Combination of a musicomedy 
voice and ultra-sophisticated looks 
doesn’t go with novelty tunes, such 
as “Doin’ What Comes Natur'lly.” 
Once Kay Vernon realizes that, 
she'll be ready for the big time. 

A beauteous blonde attired in a 
classic-cut gown, Miss Vernon cer- 
tainly has the looks to sell semi- 
classics and torch numbers and her 
powerful, medium-range voice put: 
these across excellently. But when 
she resorts to novelty tunes in 
deference to this bistro's visiti 
firemen, the result is mediocre. Ga 
opens with “Show Business,” which 
is okay for her, and then goes into 
“Anniversary Song,” into which she 
injects far too much schmaltz for 
the purpose. 

Best efforts are with ballads, such 
as “If I Were the Only Girl,” which 
she wraps up handsomely with 
proper torch appeal. Her encore 
rendition of “Keep Smiling” earns 
her a well-deserved begoff, bent 
more the kind of tune she shoul 
sell. Stal. 


HARRISON, CARROLL & ROSS 
Novelty & Musical-Dance 

10 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Harrison, Carroll and Ross pfo- 
vide considerable variety but need 
more tightening. Trio consists of a 
leggy femme and two men, one & 
lower-cased gent, making for imme- 
diate visual acceptance. Act as pres- 
ently routined is built around the 
pint-sized chap, who makes with 
comedy pantomime, boogie 
straight pianistics, dance and acto 
antics. He’s & versatile youngster 
with a nice comedy flair. 

Outfit opens with hoofing, then 
into harmonica playing and consid- 
erably more dancing. 

Can play family time, but with 
some judicious editing calibre could 





be increased considerably. Jose. 

LISA KIRK 

9 Mins. e 

Songs 

Blackamoor Room, Miami Beach 
Lisa Kirk is an attractive, dark- 

haired songstress who's particularly 

effective with the bailad style that 

dominates her routine. She does 


rhythm numbers, however, and well, 
too. 

Miss Kirk could improve her pos- 
ture when working since it has @ 
tendency to make her look more 
angular than she really is. But, by 
and large, she’s a get-over with por 
songs with which she commands . 
interest all the way. : 

For intimate rooms such this, 
Miss Kirk is plenty right. ahn. 








Spike Jones 


Continued from pase lt —— 





turning up for him—approximately 
$225,000 in grosses in 32 dates, 60% 
of which goes to him—is also point. 
ing up thet there’s still plenty © 
money on the road for entertainment 
in demand, Jones has taken some 
unbelievable coin out of compara- 
tively small towns for “concerts 
that last no more than two hours all 
told, but which are split up into two 
sessions with an intermission. Fot 
example, he lured $8,300 in Peoria; 
$9.400 in Columbus; about $12,000 at 
Ann Arbor, Mich., lest Saturday (22) 


evening; $7,500 in Davenport; ap 


, burst” author in from Coast. . . . | in Champaign, Ill.; $7,700 on 
Carl Ravazza begins two-week stand | fourth date within six months at the 
at Hotel Nicollet, Minneapolis, | Chicago Civic Opera House: $5,300 

| April 14... . Chick Kardale, local |in Fargo, N. D.; $7,000 in Dea 


Burke & Van Heusen man, got dou- | and so on. 
ble spread in music mag. ... Dick | 


Eddie South option 


picked up at 
Taboo. 4 


Jurgens into Walled Lake Casino, | $2,500 to" $3,500 against 60% 
Walled Lake, Michigan, May 9... . | gate. 


woe Eddy Howard does 10- | 
, day stint at Chase hotel, St. Louis, | was quite a kisser. 


Jones is sold at guarantees of from 


of the 
Rarely is he sold ai less one 
$5,000 on a fizt. And it ali star 


with “Der Fuehrer’s Face. 
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a - 
Music Mall, N. YW. Brooklins & Van, comedy -duo, offer | 
Hall Symph with Charles a tired routine of songs, pianistics | 
Music Hovuctor ules Silver and and terping plus some unfunny | 
2 hn associates); Lucille dizlog. One partner has an easy, | 
to Fro Brunhilda Roque, Charles rhythmic style on the ivories. Boys 
Te Gienn Burris, ed Poller, would do better to feature more 88- 


ny Bros. (2), Bob Williams,| Three Riffs, vical trio togged in| 
Club, Corps de Ballet, Rock- | powder-blue suits, open feebly with 
ites; “Late George Apley” (20th), | a slow “That's the Beginning of the | 
{viewed in Vanety, Feb. 5, 47. | End,” gain momentum with “Movies | 
—— | and eg a I slip into 
sic Hall is presenting one some okay terping. lose strongly 
Pa 4 amily spectacular spring | with novelty, “Chicken Ain’t Nothin’ 
¢ ants. It’s even got a life-sized { But a Bird.” Only ofay act on bill, | 
ky helicopter. Featuring the Tyler, Thorn & Roberts, is a comedy 
nnual “Glory of Easter” produc-|knockabout turn with some cro 
ion the show from start to finish is dancing ‘thrown in. Two gents in 
well-paced and, at times, ‘even awe- | cutaways toss a gal clad in black 
inspiring, all revolving about the satin gown about in slow motion. 
theme of spring. As in previous Trio well received 
Easter shows, the program is split | Contrary to the policy of some top 
into two parts, with a cartoon in- | S¢pia bands to sweeten their swing, 
iected between the Easter pageant | Williams’ band still has the accent 
vod the show proper. It serves | on cacophony. Unrecognizable 
neatly to set Off the serious theme |thythm is never more evident than 
of the pageant from the lighter- | 1n a jive medley labeled “House of 
yeined balance of the show. | Joy, where most of the boys come 
Soprano Lucille Cummings sparks | off the podium for solos. Williams 
the pageant with a moving rendition | himself blasts a torrid trumpet on 
of “Kamenoi Ostrow,” backed by the Can’t Get Started With You.” 
entire Hall ensemble lined up in the | Last on the layout, buxom Miss 
arched niches on both sides of the Fitzgerald, in 4, pink floor-length 
stage. Only complaint, and it’s a | 80wn, chirps Pity to Say Good- 
minor one, is that the voices don't | night” and Sunday Kind of Love.” 
show enough volume in the climzx | Follows with nice arrangement of 
of the number and are therefore | What Is This Thing Called Love,” 
overshadowed by the orch. Finale, then pipes a jive interpretztion of 
with the corps de ballet forming a|“Lady Be Good,” garnished with 
white cross in the center of the|pPlenty of be-bops which its com- 
stage, is well-executed to draw oh’s ; Poser, George Gershwin, would 
and ah’s from the audience. jnever have recognized. Encores 
Ballet repeats after the intermis- | with “How High the Moon” and 
sion with a _ beautifully done works | everything into the lyrics 
“Spring's Awakening,” highlighted from “Mairzy Doats” to “Open the 
by some eye-arresting flower forma- Door. Closes amid shrieks and 
tions echieved with luminous color | whistles. 
effects. Glee Club follows through 
with its spring training routine, re- " - 
eating the “One Baseball” parody Olympia, Miami 
ft did last year for good results. ’ Miami, March 21. 
Carrying out the sprit theme, the | Jan Bart, Cookie Bowers, Raul & 
Arnaut brothers still elicit a maxi- | Eva Reyes, Wally Boag, John & Jorie 
um of yocks with their standard | Armstrong, Les Rhode House Orch; 
ird-whistling routine. i|“Nora Prentiss” (WB). 
Bob Williams and his dog act, 











last-minute replacement for the | Little here in the way of marquee | 
Acromanizcs who bowed out when | lure though layout should do okay | 
via word of mouth, most of it adding | 


ne of the team broke a couple of | 
ngers, also draws bellylaughs. Wil- | up to well-balanced vaude. 

liams knocks himself out trying to Jan Bart, doubling from the Latin 
please and his stint with the “lazy” | Quarter, goes well with his tenor- 
pup is different enough to be good. | ings. Oversized guy includes “Anni- 


Helicopter gets a neat chance in the | versary Song,” “Girl That I Marry,” | 


next-to-closing spot, in which pro- | a medley which includes masterful 
ducer Leon Leonidoff and his asso-| vocal takeoffs on Crosby, Vallee, 
ciate, Russell Markert, outdo them- | Kate Smith and Inkspots, and then 
selves. the topper in “Pagliacci” for a boff 

Scene opens with banks of steam | reaction. Teams with Cookie Bow- 


goming out of the floor, which cover | ers, Wally Boag and orch leader’ 


e entire stzge as simulated clouds, | Les Rhode for giggle-making after- 
with a model of the helicopter fiy- | piece ala the Inkspots. 
ing through. Steam disappears to! Boag emcees in neat fashion and 
reveal the actual plane centered in| in own spot does okay with his 
a set of the Potomac cherry blos- | balloon-into-animals biz and some 
ms. Miss Cummings and Glenn | eccentric terping. Plastic-panned 


urris duet in “You Are Love,” the | Cookie Bowers purveys his corn-| 


One weak spot in the show, since | tinged pantos on guy getting up in 
their voices don’t merge well. Set | morning, gal home from a dance and 
also backs the Rockettes in their | beach-dunking woman. Applies local 
standard and well-executed precision | twist in a direction-asking bit for 
routines, Stal. healthy laughs. 


— Raul and Eva Reyes offer some 
Capitel, Wash. 





neat twists on the Latin dances, all 
of it done with freshness. Top stint 


Washington, March 21. is their “Blow Dat Horn” routine, | 


ee A i“Ov Fe Trail” (Col). 
& Ralph Rio; Low, Hite & Stanley; ings seen here; it’s a neat twist on | Oper he aoe Oe Fe 


The Herzogs (5), Bob Ellis; Terry | one of the more imaginative routin- 


Ladies’ Man” (Par). their “Shoein’ the Mare.” 


Capitol’s layout this week boasts 


ave a pleasant enough time with 

an unpretentious, well-balanced bill. 

Standout in show, and closest to 

Rene Tin stoppers, are Terry and 
10, who ge enty ret ‘ . 

for their inanities. al, a chunky Oriental, Chi 


Pint-sized blonde in moppet clothes, Chicago, March 20. 

clicks in her version of the old “I| Jerry Lester, Jan August Combo 

ae ais 0” routine. Does best when | (4), Elsa & Waldo, Whirlwinds (4). 
s 

antics, and is good fun, even though } (UA). 

material is repetitious. Male part- <a 


ork do usual good job of backing the 
acts. Biz fair when caught. Lary. 


ners chore is principally that of Absence from theatre stage for | 
straight, and is well handied. year, spent mostly in bistro employ- | 

Ww, Hite and Stanley depend, as | ment, has in no way dulled Jerry | 
| Lester’s sharp, high comedy. Mate- | 


wae on contrast in size, rather € 
4an material, for effect. Midget,| rial, though frequently used in. 
o—_ and average-sized men make | niteries, is directly routed to audi- 
FA team, which garners apprecia- | ence funnybone, grabbing plenty of 
litth just by walking on stage. The laughs. 


can guy Carries the burden of what | Lester opens with rapidfire patter, | 
ing there is. Trio does best with |; few gags sailing clear above cus- | 


version of the record stunt, with |tomers’ head. But he clinches solid 
po ties playing while comics | hold with his sketches, “Africa” and 
Tough the motions. Audience |«Bartender and Boy.” Skits adorned 
Sisters “@*COf on the Andrews | with costume gimmicks and bofio 
Bob Elli . er et mid-section response. 
a ao Ellis fills the song spot with Poses with Jolson takeoff on “April 
choice Pleasant tenor and smart | Showers” that has customers laugh- 
ing “Al sentimental songs, includ- | ing for more. 
“Whe A Things You Are” and |" Jan August, who smashed into big 
ee You Are.” . time piano performance with his 
raisine 8 five gals in some hair-| pniamond disc of “Misirlou,” is sus- 
raise 4 stunts on aerial trapezes, taining punch with current stint 
the curtain with satisfactory aided by guitar, bass and drum 


Ba ¢ . . 
: combo. August does a nifty job on 
“Dark Byes,” “Tea for Two, the 


nse from galleries. Lowe. 


Orch" Fitzgerald, Cootie Williams | crisp performance and show wit 


horn (15), Bob Merrill,” Tyler, | “Jan’s Boogie” to towering applause. | 
Eddie & Roberts, Brooklins & Van. Whirlwinds open bill with roller- | 


Rector, Thr . ae skatin routine featuring two 

Name Is Julia Ress" (Car ies wewrew J and two males. All are at- 
j — : tired in strobolite cheerleader cos- 
Aside from Ella Fitzgerald's | tumes that give sizzling effect with 
warbling show at this Harlem| house lights low cnd gals swinging 


wader emerges as decidedly medi- | wildly from partners’ necks. a| 


ocre. Cootie Williams’ ouifit tees Comedy dance team, Elsa an 


off bill with a fast opener, paving | Waldo, recent importations from na- | 


© way for trumpeter Bob Merrill, | tive Argentina, set act tone with out- 
Who steps off the stand for a blues |landish costuming. Femme wears 
Song number. Creditably pipes “I | exaggerated ballet dress while —— 
fen ant You Hingin’ Around My |ner wears midget-sized soup an 


Eddie Rector j intained by 
is a personable tap-| ance and are ma ) 
oo. Sporting a tophat and jae. motion takeoff, tap pantomime 





Tae Say and blue suit, he warbles | react rece 
: S an opener, then segues into | strong laughs. : 
his terping. Garnered weed hand.| House large despiie Lent, Loop. 





Paramount, N. ¥. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (18) with Dee | &f the band’s recent Columbia record- 
Parker, Bob Carroll; Lynn Shirley, | gs) and the closing “Drum Boogie,” 
Pat Henning, Louis Jordan Tympany more or less of an oldie, but a good 
; showpiece for Krupa’s energy with 


Favorite Brunette” | ; 
the drumsticks. 


wn Dutred Schneider, | Mg and dancing. ie reviewed in Variety, Feb. 19, 


| Charlie Kennedy, alto sax, and 





Current Par stage show, coupled 
to “My Favorite Brunette,” is a fast, | 
highly entertaining session. 
| Jimmy Dorsey’s excellent orchestra, 
| the antics of comic Pat Henning and | 
the enthusiasm of Louis 
Tympany Five, one of the hottest | 
|diskbox properties, show 
sounds good but plays better. 
briefer than 
running about 
adds sparkle. 

Dorsey too often in stage work has 


| torily. Barry gives out with “Senti- 


layouts here, | 


You could almost itemize be- 
Things have been changed here; the 


drawn-out drum 
solo of “My Drums Are Getting Bet- 
ter All the Time.” Still, the packed 
joyed the number. 

Standout -angle 
formance here is his arrangements. 


crack piece, and adds other excellent 
backgrounding his two 
Bob Carroll is on first with | 


Then Dee Parker picks up, follow- 


“Anniversary 
unusually fine arrange- 
he clincher, she’s joined 


recorded for M-G-M Records. 
Dorsey, incidentally, continues to 
ease up in his own stage department. 


| He handles all introes nicely. | Parade” head the layout. 


|} opener with acro routines, is a nice 
looker, and while her stuff is aver- 
age, she helps the overall picture. 
Crowd liked her. 

Pat Henning, on midway, has the 
same act he’s been doing for some 
But that doesn’t make it less 
amusing. The guy hits the jackpot 
apeing of various stars’ 
| vocal trademarks, the various meth- 
| ods some of them use to get them- 


| Peter De Rose, Abel Baer, Nat 


| picnos, with Susan Allen at vocals. 


| vides snatches of songs including 
|“My Mother’s Eyes,” “Give Me a 
| June Night” (both by Baer); “Red 
| Sails in the Sunset,” “Isle of Capri,” 
|“South of the Border” (by Kennedy, 
la British cleffer); “Gaucho Sere- 


Jordan is as active and showmanly |“Wagon’ Wheels,” “Deep Purple” 
as ever, adding delectable frosting | (pe Rose), and “Rose O'Day,” “Old 
He starts off with| Lamplighter” (Tobias). And _ the 
| tunes when presented provide plenty 


' to a smart show 
“Choo-Choo Ch’Boogie.” then “Open 
the Door, Richard,” “Ain't Nobody | 
Here But Us Chickens” and “Look | 
Out Sister, Look Out,” a switch on | 
his “Brother, Beware” that’s equally 
as good. He also clicks solidly with 
the payees and adds a bowoff laugh 
by going into J. D.’s theme as the 
elevator starts down. 

All in all, a good stage show that, 
coupled with the pic, seems assured 


| whose standard banjo antics and 
| pantomime provide a consistent flow 
{of laughs. Assistance by Loretta 
| Fisher points up Sheldon’s comedy 
| considerably. 





Tewer, K. C. 
Kansas City, March 21. 
Al Ruskin, 5 Miamians, 3 Pretend- 
Jack Parks 
with Norma Wer- 





Layout heavily on the novelty side 
adds up to moderate entertainment. | 
Short show from the start is in the 
hands of Al Ruskin, who works hard 
at emceeing and thereby adds a 
notch or two to the show’s rating. 
House band’s opener is “Oh But I 
Do,” with Norma Werner doing her | 
usually cheerful chirping. 

First standard turn is that of the 
Miamians, four acros with a femme}! Danny O'Neil. 
for tossing-about. 


The Armstrongs pace procéedings | 
i i ing ¢ them- | 
@, fueue-formers, “but customers | Yeives Solid hand, Les Rhode. house 








Devote first half 
numerous. variations of | tation is well-knit, only weakness 
three and four-high pyramids, and being in jump rendition by chirper 
wind up with routine of tossing gal) Harriet Lorraine. Al Bernie takes 
among the four hefty males. Work) top performing honors with boff 
is polished and draws good round | delivery and comedy material that 
of applause from customers. Ruskin | knifes directly to customers’ funny- 
follows with his own turn of eccen-| bone. Cele Trio sustains topdrawer 
tric terping and pantomime. 
far the best on the taps, however, 
his opening accentuated number and Bobby Lane and Claire, do better 
‘his closing precision winning him a_ than average, while Lou Breese orch 
| does business-like job. 


s to her Baby Snooks-type | Ray Lang Orch (12), “Red House” | 


Week’s “discovery” winner is June 
' Crenshaw, nifty with her feet in a 
rope-skipping terp. ) 
the Three Pretenders, and their forte | 
is pantomime over familiar record- | 
played offstage. 
different turn for these 
parts, but draws some nice comedy 
effects from pantomimes on Danny 
' Kaye, Four Vagabonds and =" 


Final spot is to, Carmen but loses hold with large 


is a! 





versary Song,” “Valse Trieste” (one 


The Jazz Trio—composed of Krupa, 


Buddy FEanelli, piano—socks over 
with “Body and Soul” and “Dark 
Eyes.” 

The Krupa vocalists, Tommy Barry 
and Carolyn Grey, perform satisfac- 





mental Reason” and “Oh, But I Do,” | 


| while Miss Grey, a looker on the} 


hefty side, hits her best reaction with | 
“Boogie Blues.” 

The two vaude acts interspersed 
with the band are Sondra Barrett, | 
good-looking tap dancer who can 
hoof, and Canfield Smith, ventrilo- | 
quist, with his dummy, Snodgrass 
Patter of Smith-Snodgrass combina- | 
tion keeps audience giggling. Best 
feature of this act is the windup sing- | 
ing of “Road-to Mandalay,” which 
has plenty of comedy mixed in with 
it 

Biz fair when caught, Friday after- 
noon, Shal. 


State. N. Y. 

“Songwriters on Parade” with 
Charlie Tobias, Peter De Rose, Nat 
Simon, Abel Baer, Jimmy Kennedy, 
Susan Allen; Gene Sheldon with 
Loretta Fisher; Jimmy Edmondson 
(“Prof. Backwards”) Shyrettos (3), | 
Harrison, Carroll & Ross; “Dead | 
Reckoning” (Col). 


| 
| 
| 





Smooth-running bill has a suf- | 
ficiency of novelty and _ variety, 
though there’s a slim concession to | 
marquee values. Gene Sheldon znd | 
a collection of tunesmiths gathered | 
under the title of “Songwriters on | 

ASCAP-ers might have had more | 
imaginative staging. Layout has 


Simon and Jimmy Kennedy at four 


Charlie Tobias emcees. Quintet pro- 


nade,” “Poinciana,’ “No Can Do” 
(Simon), “Somebody Loves You,” 


zudience applause. 
Comedy highlight is by Sheldon. 


A further comedy note is provided 
by Jimmy Edmondson (“Prof. Back- 
wards”), who, after an amiable line 
of chatter goes into his backward 
writtiMg on a blackboard. Session 
provides an amusing novelty. 

Balance of the bill is handled by 
the Shyrettos, bike act, which nets 
its usual healthy returns, and Har- 
rison, Carroll and Ross (New Acts). 

Jose. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, March 21. 
King Cole Trio, Al Bernie, Bobby 
Lane & Claire, Harriet Lorraine, Lou 
Breese Orch (15); “My Favorite 
Brunette” (Par). 





Stage show is duplicate of last 
week's revue, with only change be- 
ing King Cole Trio in place of 


Quickly paced 40-minute presen- 


position with smooth vocals and in- 
strumentation. Pint-sized terp due, 


Opener, Miss Lorraine does boffo 
mezzo-soprano on “‘Habanera” from 


opera voice when she attempts jive 
chirp on “Managua, Nicaragua.” Gal 
draws whistles on entrance with 
white strapless, sequined gown that 
reveals anatomy to best advantage. 

Second are Lane and Claire, who 
bow on with straight routine and 
then glide into special material. 
Pair remove shoes, when femme 
half points out “sleeping” customer, 





Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia. March 21. 


Gene ee Se penta Barrett, ‘draw warm mitt. Encore and close | 
. > | Canfiel mith, “Its a Joke, 
Apelie, N. Y. inevitable “Misirlou” and closes | ED. 





— 


About a month ago Gene Krupa’s 
/band stepped onto the stage of the ordinated and well received. 
o pinch-hit when Nor- 
'man Granz’s “Jazz at the Philhar-| tween songs to score easily. Closes 
monic” failed to arrive on schedule | with darb delineation of Jolson 
due to a blizzard in Buffalo. At the| voice and manner in “California, 
/time Krupa and his group were hold- | ’ 
ing forth at the Click nitery. 

Friday (21), however, Krupa and; jump with rousing opener, “Route 
'his crew took the stage of the Earie| 66,” and then switches mood but 
maintains solid punch with “For 


| Earle theatre t 


under more normal canditions, and 
ut on a fast-moving, breezy show— 
d, of course, 
on the drums—that ought 
to a week’s run of excel- 





’s appear- | pou 
fish. Laughs begin on duo's paeee = a : 
and | jent biz at the boxoffice. 
The Krupa brand is on every num- | 
beginning with a version of 
through “Anni- 


that draws 


i“Lover” and running 


and dance in stocking feet with 
shoes on hands tapping out routine; 


with Lane holding funny paper in 
front of face and gal on opposite side 
following every motion of partner 
as he reads and dances. Well co- 


Bernie interpolates comedy be- 


Here I Come.’ 
i King Cole Trio makes audience 


Orpheum. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, March 22. 
Vaughn Monroe Orch (24) with 


Betty Norton and 5 Moon Maids, 
Johnny Mack, Frank’ Fontaine; 
“Beat the Band” (RKO). 





Undoubtedly at his popularity 
peak now, Vaughn Monroe is playe 


ing this and other theatre dates with 
his entire radio crew, an exception- 
ally large company of musicians and 
singers, and dishing out bang-up en- 
tertainment. Emphasis is very much 
on warbling, but there’s anything but 
a surfeit of the pipes-strutting and 


it’s all very agreeable. A bit of com- 


edy and dancing lends added en- 


joyable spice on this occasion to the 
melange of music and song. 


Monroe is generous with his own 
| vocalizing as well as with his entire 
| presentation. The stage reveals no 


less than four rhythm, eight brasses, 
five saxes, six strings and six girl 
singers, an impressive array. As to 
be expected, the Monroe offerings 
run almost entirely to the sweet stuff 


at which the band demonstrates why 


it holds one of the top ratings. Mon- 
roe himself is in fine voice 
Opening with “Hold Me, Hold Me,” 
Monrce loses no time in getting into 
the vocal groove, along with the five 
attractive Moon Maid _thrushes. 
They're at the warbling immediately 
again, unfolding “It’s Dream Time.” 
Then Johnny Mack, tuxedoed and 
high-hatted tap dancer, scores with 
his difficult routines, including a 
walking tap for novelty. Betty Nor- 
ton, solo singer, makes “What Are 
These?” and “Let's Get Married” 


| very pleasant. 


One of the best of the comedian- 
impressionists to hit this town, Frank 
Fontaine, unknown here and surely a 


comer, stops the show with his laugh- 


loaded and authentic impressions of 
Fred Allen, Amos ’n’ Andy, Hugh 
Herbert, Jimmy Cagney, Edward G, 
Robinson, Cary Grant, Peter Lorre, 
Charles Boyer, Charlie McCarthy, 
Winston Churchill, Frank Sinatra, 
Bing Crosby and Monroe himself, 
topped off by a hilarious character- 
ization of a moronic guy who has just 
copped a $50,000 sweepstakes prize. 
Comedy business by the band eme 
bellishes Eddie Julian’s lively drum 
solo. “Girl I Marry” and “Can't See 
Through the Rain” are right up Mon- 
roe’s alley. The band makes the most 
of its only instrumental contribution 
and handles “Margie” in a manner 
that proves hot swing is in its ken, 
too 

Ziggy Talent stirs up the chuckles 
with his adept projections of comedy 
vocalizing, with “Why Did I Teach 
My Girl to Dance?” and “Josephine, 
Please No Lean on the Bell” as his 
vehicles. The sock finale has the en- 
tire company disporting itself in 
“Let's Go Back and Kiss the Girls 
Goodbye.” 

Lower floor well filled at noon 
show Thursday, opening day. Rees. 


RKO. Beston 
Boston, March 21. ~* 
Sonny Dunham Orch, Vivian 
Blaine, Del Rios (3), Ray English: 
“Boomerang” (20th). 





Vivian Blaine, first time — here, 
makes swell impression on the cus- 
tomers, carrying her own weight as 
a singer without any reference to 
her Hollywood beckground. 

Displays a nice warm personality 
in addition to her looks, and comes 
out well-gowned for the occasion. 
She does “Boardwalk on Atlantic 
City,” “Anniversary Song,” “Rainy 
Night in Rio,” “Doin’ What Comes 
Naturally,” and “Somewhere in the 
Night.” a long list of tunes for a fea- 
tured personality, but socks them all 
over and leaves the customers yell- 
ing for more. 

Sonny Dunham goes for sweet 
swing without letting it clog up ex- 
cept once in a while in such pre- 
tentions as “Always.” Others, like 
“Juanita,” go better. Vocalist Pete 
Hanley does “Gal in Calico,” “Glocca 
Morra” and “For Sentimental Rea- 
sons,” and is well liked. Band could 
use just a little more verve to good 
effect, remaining unindividual fer 
reasons hard to put your finger on. 
But it’s got precision and, when on 
the ball, bounce, 

Three Del Rios, standard balancing 
stuff but highly skilled, click big 
with number of stunts nonchalantly 
performed, and Ray English gets a 
nice hand with his fast dancing act. 
Could use a better line of gab, but 
it goes well enough with the custom- 
ers. of whom, at opener, there were 
quite a few, indicating better biz this 
week than last. Elie. 


Hazel Scott Resumes 
Vaude, Set at Roxy 


Hazel Scott, who retired tempo- 
rarily from vaude last year to await 
birth of her baby, is resuming va- 
riety dates and has been signed for 
the Roxy theatre, N. Y.. around 
April 23. Pianist recently completed 
a concert tour. 

Also on the bill with Miss Scott 
will be Carl Ravazza and Henny 
Youngman. Latter recently complet- 











Sentimental Reasons.” Do medley of 
|Capitol Record successes that sets 
| audience in mood for bass solo by 
ij Johnny Miller. Boy hits virtuoso 
| stride as he rides strings to cus- 
tomer click. Trio bowoff is “I’ve 
Got Rhythm,” putting second-show 
| audience into hot-mitt class. Loop. 


‘ 


ed stands at the nearby Capitol 
and State theatres. He's in at $2,000. 

New Roxy show with Connee Bos- 
| well and Jackie Miles will start Fri- 
day (28), marking a temporary 
switch from the usual Wednesday 
preem. 








ty 
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Chi Ticket Wildcatters Due for Curb 
As Legit Beefs Reach Boiling Point 


Chicago, March 25. + 


Latest blast against ticket brokers > 
wite dominate Chi leatt 2 getting | Ex-‘Carousel Ensemble 
Dancer Jailed in Theft 


results, with a proposed — 

shaping up that would place ora Lawrence Purcell Evers, describ- 
on brokers’ take similar to that exist- ina bimeell oa 6 daunee id. “Carcte 
* is held under $2,500 bail on a 


ing in New York and elsewhere. | sel,” 

be , , imit on tick-| °°" 
ype ne ing i the traffic| Charge of attempted burglary. He 
wer Nl eg “Three to Make Ready,”|224 a companion were found in a 
ree vn f| hallway of a N. Y. eastside dwelling 


will bear. 
for instance, with a Saturday top of bend according to pelice, admitted 
they forced the street door. 


$5.40, is bringing $7.70 at the butch- 
When “Carousel” opened there 


ers’ windows. 
was a Larry Evers listed among the 








Setup at present has the Barnes! ..... 
Ticket Agency copping off the first ensemble dancers. 
15 rows of hits, with no attention 
paid to mail orders in these seats in 
less than a month's time. Last month 
several newspaper critics wrote col- 
umns on the situation, with Sidney 
Harris writing a feature blast and 
blaming the customers’ reactions on 
ticket brokers and the attitude of 
boxoffice personnel. 


Downtown N. Y. Theatre 
Not So ‘Little, Research 
Enthusiast Discloses 





be drawn for a time. 


| 
| 


Play- | one of the longest speeches in sea- | 


fa- | the guy: 


: New York. | 
Curious angle to the gripes of legit | Editor, Variety: 
lovers is that agencies are moaning, | New York’s Henry Street 
also, because the. federal boys are | siceaat ae : 
now investigating the overcharges | 1." referred to in a recent issue, | 
the boys have been getting away | happens to be one of the most 
with. Claim that tickets are not 


: | mous in the city. From 1915 to 1927 
stamped with agency charges wed it was one of the three most inter- 
met with the plea that new help | acting play-producing centers in 
often forgets and that haste makes | America 
waste. Government so far has : : i ss. 
pressed no charges, but is making a | P You went to see “The Dybbuk 
check on all tickets to make sure | ere 
that prices are stamped and that all | And_ most of Dunsany. And some 


. : 
federal taxes are paid on the full | of Galsworthy. And every spring 








: rinted | the convulsing “Grand Street Fol- 

on Pee Sy Fee es eee | lies.” From_ its acting company 
“leasure limiting ticket brokers | C?™® Aline MacMahon, Mary ae 
will be placed in the -city hopper| Dorothy Sands, Albert — ; 
after the spring mayoralty electior.,| Jimmy Cagney, Harold Vermilyea, 
April 1 Paula Trueman, Mare and Lily Lu- 
s c bell. Helen Arthur and Agnes 
aad ae | Morgan managed and _ produced 

Rreiese Syees = [there brilliantly. The Theatre 


Washington, March 25. 


in 1945 than in °46, although the 
difference was small, according to 
business worked out on the basis of 


~ | Guild, the Provincetown Playhouse | 
Ticket brokers had a bigger year | (first on Macdougall Street and later 


in Sheridan Square) and the Neigh- 
borhood Playhouse: these were the 


director of the 1947 operettas to be 
staged here at the Fair Park Casino. 
He replaces Jose Rubin, 


three most vital, original and ex- 
citing theatrical organizations dur- 
ing the more-than-a-decade they co- 
existed. 


Ellen Terry made her last New 
York appearance on the Neighbor- 
hood Playhouse’s __ stage. Ethel 
Barrymore played there as guest- 


Government tax figures. Fact that 
the scalpers were slightly off last 
year put them ahead of the national 
trend which appears to be slightly 
downward in showbiz for '47. 

One interesting angle in the ducat 
brokerage field is that better than 


a ee, eee ‘he | artist. So did Gertrude Kingston, 
pi a Pegler spar telemens q. | Shaw's original Lady Cicely in 
viding the boys in the hinterlands | «ca tain Brassbound.” Sarah Co- 


are making honest returns. 
Other year-end figures show: 
rosperous 1946 was some kind of 
record for the season leasing of 
boxes and other seats, with the total 
spent on this almost four times the 
"45 figures. 

The year 1946 was also a sock 
annum for the sale of tickets in 
excess of the established prices by 
the proprietors and employees of 
amusement spots, a practice which 
is far more common away from 
Broadway than on that main stem. 
Uncle Sam slaps a 50% tax on this 
business, unlike other forms of 
ticket speculation on which the fed- |- 
eral bite is only 20%. 

During 1946, the ticket offices 
sold ducats for $4,516,790 above the 
established prices, with the big | 
Manhattan agencies doing $2,816,995 
of this trade. In 1945, the nation- 
wide sales over printed prices 
amounted to $4,647,910, and Man- 
hattan’s share of this was $2,759,960. 
In 1946, proprietors and employees 
of amusement places paid federal 
taxes on a business of $731,714 in. 
which they admitted selling their 
tickets above the listed prices. The 
preceding year the figure was only 
$365,857: 

Leases of boxes and seats during 
1946 amounted to $1,674,285, con- 
trasted with only $417,260 for ’45— 
indicating the amount of loose cash 
which was around last year. 


Lip No. 1 for Canada 


Montreal, March 25. 

Maurice Chevalier, currently a 
Wew York hit, will appear in Mont- 
’eal starting May 22, for a three- 
week engagement. 

Ducats will go at $4 top and Ca- 
aadian tour will extend to Quebec, | 
hree Rivers, Sherbrooke, Ottawa 
and Toronto. Being booked here by 
Canadian Concerts & Artists and 
deal calls for a 50-50 split above 
fuarantee. 


well LeMoyne, who had presented 
Browning’s “In a Balcony” with 
herself and Otis Skinner playing 
the leads some years previously, 
was on its producing staff. 


This is the tradition the 
downtown theatre” 


“little 
has behind it. 
Day Tuttle. 





Pyle Tokyo House Plays 
To 1,200,000 in Ist Year 


Tokyo, March 18. 


Ernie Pyle theatre here celebrated 
its first anni last week with a four- 
layer production for the GI: in the 
Orient. Included was the Nip preem 
of-“Blue Skies,” a Latin-American 
stageshow, “Tabasco,” and the USO 
show, “Girl Crazy.” 

This 3,500-seater, which boasts re- 
volving and elevating stages, played 
to more than 1,200,000 people in its 
first year. 

Included in the huge building, be- 
sides the main auditorium, are a 
basement snack bar, newsreel thea- 
tre, a library, and a roof garden 
where a dance band plays, and Red 
Cross refreshments. 


State Theatre Plan Dies 


Albany, March 25. 
The Schupler bill providing an 
appropriation of $1,500,000 to the 
State Education Dept. from the post- 
war reconstruction fund, for a State 
theatre, died in the Assembly Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 


The theatre would be located in 
New York City, “on a suitable site 
to be selected by the commissioner 
of education.” 


Corey’s London ‘Turtle’ 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Wendell Corey, Hal Wallis con- 
tractee, returns to the stage for the 
summer in “The Voice of the Tur- 
tle,” with Margaret Sullavan, in Lon- 
don. 

Im autumn Corey comes back to 
Hollywood to co-star with Barbara 
Stanwyck in the Wallis picture, “Be 
Still My Leve.” 

















Gerry Named in Dallas 
Dallas, March 25. 
Roger Gerry has been named stage 





} 
| 


And “The Little Clay Cart.” | little monarchy 
| skipped, and with nothing much on 








| 





; and Margaret Linden drama in three acts 





Play on Broadway 


The Eagle Has Two 
Heads 


John C. Wilson production of drama in 
three acts (two scenes) by Jean Cocteau, 
adapted from French by Ronald Duncan. 
Stars Tallulah Banknead; features Helmut 
Dantine. Staged by producer; settings by) 
Donald Oenslager. Opened at Plymouth, 
N. ¥., March 19, °47; $4.80 top. ~ 
countess Edith de Berg..... Eleanor Wilson 
Maxim, Duke of Willenstein.. Kendall Clark 











The Queen....-seeersee: Tallulah Bankhead 
Stanislas. .....-ccceseeeess: Helmut Dantine 
TONY ....ecse00 Ccecceeers Cherokee Thornton 
Baron Foehn.......--+++: Clarence Derwent 








Tallulah Bankhead returns to 
Broadway, and she’s plenty welcome, | 
but the play they slipped her 
hardly measures up for the average | 
playgoer. Limited engagement 1s| 
probable, but strong patronage should | 


Dated melodrama has been on the 


| road for three months, which is un- 
| derstandable because of t 
|draw. Easy to see why Miss Bank- | 


the star’s 


head went for “The Eagle Has Two | 
Heads” (also known as “Eagle Ram- | 
pant” and “Angel of Death”), for it | 
gives her a chance at torrents of} 
words, which is right down her alley. | 
When she tells off a handsome ant 

e ; 


peasant who comes through 


boudoir window to bump her off, it’s 


the “little downtown thea- sons, terminating act one of this pe- | 


riod drama without one chirp from 


Scene is within a French castle in | 
France where the Queen has been In 
veiled retirement for 10 years fol- 
lowing the killing of hergeonsort on 
their honeymoon, Stanislas, the poet, 
is the tool of revolutionaries in the 
from which she 


his mind he accepts the bumping-off 
assignment. 

Secret police of her own country | 
are on the job anv know he’s in the 
place but the queen hides the guy, 
going for him because he resembles 
her murdered husband. Queen de- 
cides to return to her throne, in-| 
spired by the romance, but Stanislas | 
upsets the applecart by taking poi- | 
son. Before it takes effect he shoots 
the queen. 

The meller, from the French, is 
literate, often poetic, the adaptation 
from Jean Cocteau’s original by Ron- 
ald Duncan being an excellent job. 
But “Eagle” has too many long 
speeches and there is little change of 
pace. The six-person cast play is 
handsomely set, with an imposing | 
stairway featuring the Donald Oens- | 
lager designs. 

Miss Bankhead, as the beauteous 
queen, dominates the play but even 
her excellent performance does not 
suffice. Star is properly imperious 
most of the time and exhibits ten- 
derness to the man she. wants. She 
goes into a rage when learning he 
has taken the lethal potion, and the 
tongue-lashing meted him highlights 
the final act. For that the guy un- 
poetically shoots her in the back: her 
tumble down the stairs is remindful 
of oldtime melodramatics. 

Helmut Dantine. from Hollywood, 
plays Stanislas. This is his Broad- 
way legit debut, and he’s a good 
trouper. Clarence Derwent is a 
baron, conniving head of the cops, 
and he delivers a competent per- 
formance, as always. Kendall Clark 
and Eleanor Wilson, as the loyal re- 
tainers, have secondary parts. Cher- 
okee Thornton is unusual as the mute 
black servant, alert and intelligent. 

In the same theatre (Plymouth) 
Miss Bankhead scored in “The Skin 
of Our Teeth.” “Eagle,” which gets 
its title from an emblem, is currently 
a hit in London and Paris. Ibee. 


Play Out of Town 


Under Capricorn 
Minneapolis, March 20. 


f Star Drama Guild, Minneapolis 
Theatre production of John Colton 

















North 
Civie 


and seven scenes, based on novel by Helen 
Simpson. Staged by Arthur Sircom; set- 
tings, Herbert W. Gahagan. Opened at 
North Star Playhouse, Minneapolis, March 
18, "47, for 11 performances: $1.50 top. 

Mrs, Crouch............... Margaret Linden 
Sal cowerecrecbe ereceetbeses Geraldine Watts 
Dols 506-66 600600 0686000066060066 Marjorie Snell 
Bein svescacedes eseeeCharles Mason 
Miss Milly...... TITrrr ee ty Tee Esther Olson 
Secretary POM. ck.cadeeixGat Dale Ecklund 
NENG 0040-440 10-0 06840 00008e8 Garnett Jones 


8 Rrra Kathie Bye 
The Hon. Charles Adare..... George Wright 


SEIOR DOES v0.0 5 s.00n000'cnh oll Robert Ryan 
Das. £6 6 biere Ke. dino bbee s bu.0 « Patricia’ Markey 
Ret eee eee astosscesveveesceeass Pat Schmitt 
William Dinsmore............ larry Pulver 


 ».  . AX RSE David Couser 
lady Henrietta Flusky.........Minnie Brill 
Aborigines........... Erma Clardy, Dolores 
Reasley, Verna Jones 
Because Alfred Hitchcock had 
bought -it before its stage production 
and will produce and direct it as a 
screen vehicle for Ingrid Bergman, 
special interest probably attaches to 
“Under Capricorn,” now having its 
world premiere at the hands of the 
Minneapolis Civic Theatre group, 
North Star Playhouse. Entrusted to 
a_ skillful scenarist, and including 
what is now a presently lacking co- 
ordination, this arama undoubtedly 
can be made into good film fare. 
For one thing it has many ele- 
ments right up Hitchcock’s alley— 
central characters tortured by dark 





Wednesday, March 26, 1947 


” . 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

The long speech by Tallulah Bankhead ending the first act of “The Eagle 
Has Two Heads,” which opened on Broadway last week, consumes “4 
minutes, but it isn’t the lengthiest this season. Speech of Hickey the 
traveling salesman in “The Iceman Cometh,” runs 17 minutes. Part’ was 
played by James Barton, but he has since been replaced. On the road 
Miss Bankhead’s blast was even longer in “Eagle,” having been clocked at 
25 minutes before it was chopped. 

Barton, who is laying off but receiving salary, was satisfied with $1,999 
weekly, which he contracted for, but Equity ruled that figure applied for 
six performances weekly, upon which basis the show played on Broadway 
To maintain the status of its contracts, however, Equity ruled that he 
receive pro rata pay for the” matinees which were added for the road, so 
he is getting $250-~additional. All others in “Iceman” receive the same 
percentage of increase. 

Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, Conn., strawhatter which resumed last sum. 
mer after a five-year shutdown, with legit p.a. Lewis Harmon in his debut 


| as a producer, recently paid 10% dividends to stockholders. Theatre earned 


back original investment of $5,750 raised by stock sale at beginning of 
season, in addition to dividend paid, with an added overage set aside for 
next season. Theatre used name policy of guest stars, with Jean Parker 
Roger Pryor, Diana Barrymore and others, Miss Parker making her legit 
debut and coming to attention of Jed Harris (“Loco”) and Jean Dalrymple 
(“Burlesque”). At $2.40 top, the 417-seater averaged $3,000 weekly te. 
ceipts, with only two losing weeks out of a nine week season. Plan is to 
resume again end of June under Harmon’s direction for another nine. 
week season with same name star system. 





Graduating exercises of the American Academy of Dramatic Arts, which 
is in its 63d year, were held at the Bijou, N. Y., last Friday (20), when 99 
members of the class were given diplomas. Veteran dramatist Owen Davis 
presided, with Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, the guest of honor, both making 
addresses. Hammerstein told the embryo players that while there aren't 
many stock companies in which aspiring professionals formerly got their 
training, there is a bigger outlet for newcomers in summer theatres, radio 
and pictures. He mentioned Broadway as having become “the symbol for 
bad taste and the zone of big, bad wolves of the theatre.” Graduates came 


| from cities as far away as those on the Coast and Alaska, less than 20 
| living in the city of New York. 


a 

Next season’s production of “Ziegfeld Follies,” to be jointly produced by 
Monte Proser, Lee Shubert and Joe Kipness, won’t have Harry Richman 
and Sophie Tucker in the cast, their inclusion having been the idea of 
Proser. 

The latter, recently in Miami Beach, where he caught the pair at the 
Beachcomber nitery, was so impressed with the pair’s whamovers with the 
customers that he thought of using them in the “Follies,” but Lee Shubert 
nixed the idea. 





It was proposed to transport “Cyrano De Bergerac,” which closed on 
Broadway last Saturday (22), to Philadelphia by truck to save money, but 


that idea was scrapped suddenly. 


Deal for trucks was broached by the 


office of J. J. Leventhal, who controls the revival although Jose Ferrer 


presents it. 


Leventhal was informed that if “Cyrano” was trucked the 


equipment of the Tait Transfer Co. would have to be used because of a 











memories, a misunderstood wife 


’ 
. 


contract with the house, so previous plans were cancelled and the show 
moved by train. 


Press pipe on Bob Hope doing a Broadway musical for Irving Berlin is 
an oldie which died aborning. At the time of Berlin’s “Blue Skies” pro- 
duction there was talk that if Paramount could loan Hope for nine 
months for a Berlin-composed Broadway musical, based on Hope’s book, 
“So This Is Peace,” to be filmed later at the studio, it might give the 
comedian, and all concerned, a combination stage and screen vehicle. The 
nine months’ leave from the studio stymied it at the source. 





; Final scripting of the late F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Last Tycoon” has run 
into casting difficulties. Play had received the approval of a Hollywood star 
and the verbal okay of his studio, permitting him a Broadway interlude, 
until it was discovered that “Tycoon” is about a Hollywood producer. Star 
was told not to go ahead with the deal under pain of suspension. Producers 


are now looking around for somebody not likely to care what Hollywood 
producers feel personally, 





Lenore Coffee, her husband, W. J. Cowen, and their teen-age children, 
Toni and Garry, are sailing for England. The elders will remain a few 
months, while the youngsters will enter a drama school in Bristol, to prep 
them for subsequent appearances with Old Vic Co., it is hoped. Miss Coffee, 
who co-authored “Family Portrait” and has been writing for Hollywood, 


is commissioned to write an original script for Paramount at her leisure 
while overseas. 





Indications that Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, would 
compete against themselves in London this spring when “Oklahoma!” and 
Annie Get Your Gun” are due there, were somewhat confused. They 
wrote “Oklahoma!” and “Carousel,” which are playing on Broadway di- 
rectly across the street from each other (St. James and Majestic, on 44th 
Street), and they are the producers of “Annie,” not the authors. Book of 
that click is by Dorothy and Herbert Fields, music by Irving Berlin. 





Four pit musicians who comprise the basic house orchestra of the 
Broadway, N. Y., are under contract until Sept. 1 and will be paid until 
that date, although they'll! probably not be used because the legiter has 


been leased for pictures by United Artists. Payroll for the quartet is 
close to $500 weekly. 





_ Hiram Sherman withdrew from “Cyrano De Bergerac” because of se- 
rious illness, despite other reports. Physicians detected a heart ailment 


and ordered him abed for at least two months. His mother came to New 
York from Illinois to care for the ailing actor. 





An idea of relative legit production costs. in England and America, is 
accented by “Born Yesterday.” It cost Max Gorddn $37,000 to put on the 


No. 2 company, whereas Laurence Olivier, who has the London troupe, 
mounted it for $20,000. 








driven to dipsomania because her 
husband, a murderer who served his 
prison term, will not permit her to 
unbosom her past in a house of pros- 
uitution during his incarceration: 
other freed and bonded convicts, a 
malevolent housekeeper, jealousy 
and love interest. It is all faintly 
suggestive of “Gaslight,” in which 
Miss Bergman scored one of her big- 
gest hits, and it can provide her with 
a fat emotional role. 


In its present stageplay form, how- 
ever, it's questionable if “Under 
Capricorn” has enough appeal to 
make it a popular guccess or Broad- 
way candidate. The central situation 
of the misunderstood wife, harrowed 
and haunted by memories and degen- 
erating into a frowsy, drunken, un- 
happy recluse because of her grim, 
bewildered husband's insistence on 
shutting out the past, will seem too 
remote and almost incomprehensible 


to the average normal auditor as 
handled here. 

The rehabilitation of the wife and 
husband .through the efforts of an 
upstanding young Irishman includes 
the ultimate communion of spirit be- 
tween them and consequent rescue 0 
the marriage despite the machina- 
tidhs of an unscrupulous and sinistet 
housekeeper. These possess 80 
dramatic values but they have not 
been convincingly developed. 

Based on Helen Simpson's novel of 
the same name and co-authored by 
Margaret Linden, who appears in the 
play here, and the late John Colton, 
the latter a one-time local news 
paperman and drama critic W 0 
wrote such stage hits as “Rain” am 
“The Shanghai Gesture,” “Under 
Capricorn” also has_ the common 
faults of lacking sufficient plot ee 
velopment, suspense and action. An 

(Continued on page 61) 
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Bway Back Where 


To Amend Censorship Penal Code 


After two ‘years of planning and + 


huddling about amending the penal 


It Was in Failure 





code regarding censorship, Broad- | Tauber to Produce, 


way is still back where it was @ cou- 
ple of seasons ago, when all groups 
and unions in show business ex- 
pressed indignation over “Trio” be- 
ing forced off the boards. The only 
censorship bill scheduled for consid- 


eration by the legislature at Albany | Seller. 


never emerged from committee. 
After objections by one or more re- 
ligious groups, Assemblyman Mac- 
Neil Mitchell offered a brief amend- 


ment that failed to produce the de- | 


sired results. 

The legislator presented his meas- 
ure just. before the recent deadline 
fer new bills was reached. Stated 
in Albany that the Catholic Wel- 
fare League’s objection to the 
Mitchell bill is the reason it did not 
reach the Assembly floor. The 
amendment would have exempted 
operators or lessees of theatres in 
jndecent play cases. Church group 
indicated it would oppose its passage 
if the owner of the theatre was also 
the manager or operator. 


Under the present law actors are 
not culpable but the producer and 
theatre manager are. In the case of 
“Wine. Woman and Song,” at the 
Ambassador, N. Y., several seasons 
ago, the late I. H. Herk was con- 
victed as the ostensible presenter 
and faited. Not indicted were the 
Shuberts, who operated the theatre 
and are said to have financed the 
attraction, but why they were ex- 
cluded from responsibility was never 
clearly explained. Former License 
Commissioner Paul Moss, who insti- 
gated the prosecution, did cancel the 
Ambassador’s license for an an- 
nounced year but permitted the 
house (now in pictures) to reopen 
after being darkened nine months. 
“Wine” was actually a burlesque 
show spotted in a legit theatre. 


Moss also was the commissioner 
in the “Trio” case and refused to 
transfer the license of the Belasco 
until the show not only folded but 
the settings removed from. the 
house. Present commissioner, Ben- 
jamin Fielding, has taken no similar 
attitude towards Broadway. He has 
stated that a number of complaints 
were made to him but he did not 
believe any regulatory action was 
necessary. He pointed. out that 
plays named by objectors closed on 
their own anyhow. Fielding did not 
favor amending the penal code but 
did not voice objection to the Mit- 
chell bill. 


40 of ‘Okla.’ Troupe 
Flying to London; 
25G Transit Expense 


e Sending an entire company of 
Oklahoma!” to England appears to 
have been a headache to the The- 
atre Guild, especially its general 
manager, Pete Davis. Matter of get- 
ting ship reservations was a major 
problem but it has been decided 
that 40 out of the 60 in the “Okla- 
homa!” outfit will go across by 
Plane, with all hands being on the 
way by April 10. Cost of sending 
the troupe overseas will approxi- 
mate $25,000. Scenery is being built 
there under the direction of the 
Guild’s head carpenter, Abe Kurnit. 
Players do not expect to remain 
in England more than six months 
and will not be subject to the British 
income tax. At the end of that 
Period it is anticipated that English 


actors will have replaced the Amer- 
icans, 





London presentation of “Annie | 


Get Your Gun” will not be as com- 
Plex, since only two leads (Dolores 
ray and Bill Johnson) are going 
there from New York. Indications 
are that “Oklahoma!” will open 
ee of “Annie,” being dated at 
he Drury Lane on May -1, after a 
week in Manchester. 


Two other Broadway clicks will 


©n London's stages soon, shows | 


being “Life With Father” and “The 
oice of the Turtle.” 


SONGSTRESS GOES DRAMATIC 


BS yo Kirk, nightclub songstress, 
bo play a straight dramatic part in 
7 forthcoming Broadway play. 

Pen House,” by Harry Young, 


Which will 
Carlton, be produced by Rex 





. Comedy about the veterans’ hous- 


ing gj . . : 
& Situation, goes into rehearsal in 
*€ next 10 days. 


Baton London Revival 


Richard Tauber, who appeared in | Public ducat sale. 


|legit on Broadway early this season 
in “Yours Is My Heart,” will fly to | 
|London April 2, where he'll produce | 
la revival of the operetta “Bird | 
” He won't appear in it, but! 
conduct show from the pit. 
Show is an old Viennese musical by 
| Carl Zeller which Tauber has re- 
| vised. 


| wil! 


| 


Tauber has also signed contract 
|for 25 weeks with the British Broad- | 
jcasting Corp., for a Sunday after- | 
;noon series, “An Hour With Richard | 
| Tauber,” starting April 16. Tenor, | 
;who just returned from a two- | 


$125,000 Shared in L.A. 
Light Opera Co. Tix Sale 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Los Angeles Civic Light Opera 
Co. snared $125,000 on its first 
week’s preferential ticket sale. Only 
last season's ticket buyers were so- 
licited by mail. 

Mail sale continues for another 
week, when the boxoffice opens for 








Legislative 


Reps Planned 


By Four A’s 





Broadway managers have no rep- 


|month Central America tour, sings resentative in either Washington or 


|his farewell concert at N. Y.’s Car- 





nis fourth recital in N. Y. this sea- 
son, 


Equity Selects 6 
For Committee 
Of Nominators 


Equity’s third quarterly member- 
ship meeting was held at the Hotel 








| Astor, N. Y., last Friday (21), when }and Artistes of America, the parent 


| approximately 1,100 actors were pre- 
sent to vote on six members of the 
nominating committee to serve in 
| the coming elections with three pre- 
| viously chosen by the council. 

It’s no Equity secret that last year 
a group of “left wingers” had their 
j}own way in naming the nominators. | 


j 
| 
. 
| 
| 


| Understood that the “conservatives” | 


dominated at Friday’s session, as in- 
'dicated by those chosen. 

At the annual 
June 6, 10 councillors and several 


| replacements to the council will be | 


| voted upon. Officers were chosen 
|last year when Clarence Derwent 
was elected president, he and other 
officers having two more years to 
|serve. Derwent, who was out of 
| town for several months, is cur- 
powrad appearing in “The Ezgle Has 
Two Heads” on Broadway with 
Tallulah Bankhead. 


Out of 12 names proposed, the six 


named are: Bert Lytell former 
Equity prez; Peggy Wood, William 
Gaxton, Claudia Morgan, Robert 


Keith and Sidney Blackmer. The 
council’s end of the nominating com- 
mittee consists of Alan Hewitt, Cor- 
/nelia Otis Skinner and Myron Mc- 
| Cormick. 








‘HENRY DUFFY TO DEBUT 


AS BYWAY MANAGER 


Henry Duffy, formerly active in 
| legit on the Coast, will debut as a 
manager on Broadway this spring 
with “Song Without Words,” an op- 
eretta based on Tchaikovsky that 
was presented in San Francisco and 
Los Angeles about two years ago. 
The original settings and costumes 
will be used. The book has been 
revised by Patsy Ruth Miller, the 
lyrics are by Forman Brow, and 
the score adapted by Franz Stein- 
inger. Florence George will be the 
prima donna. Della Lind of the 
original cast also will appear. 
Early in the war Duffy left the 
Coast because of blackouts and lo- 
cated in Detroit, where he present- 
ed a number of revivals, mostly on 
a stock basis. He also produced a 
musical called “Life of the Party,” 
based on “The Patsy,” with the 
backing of Israel Slavin, a Detroiter 
who owned the Blackstone, Chicago, 











at the time. The show was not | 


brought to Broadway. 





| 


St. Loo Ups Aud Rental 


St. Louis. March 25. 


negie Hall Sunday (30) night, for | 








meeting set for | Actors in two attractions which 


Albany, having rejected a proposal 
that they retain a source of infor- | 
mation at the national and state | 
capitals regarding legislation per- 
taining to show business. Equity, 
however, has decided that it should 
be alerted when bills which may 
react unfavorably are introduced, | 
which is the reason for the forma- | 
tion of a legislative committee be- | 
ing made up of members from all | 
talent unions. 

Reason why the talent groups | 
agreed on the move was the labor- | 
control trend among legislative | 
bodies. A service to supply the in- 
formation will be contracted for, 
|the cost to be divided among the 
affiliates of the Associated Actors | 





talent union. 

Planned city taxation on tickets | 
will be one measure that the tal- | 
ent bunch will oppose, also all cen- 
sorship moves. 


| 





‘Harvey,’ ‘Laughter’ 
Pay Cast for Darkened | 
Shows Via Illnesses. 


| 


| layed off because of the illness of 
respective stars received full pay, 
and the managements received com- 
' mensurate credit in Equity’s month- 


| magazine. 


| The Chicago company of “Harvey” 
|was dark three performances but 
there were no deductions at the 
order of Brock Pemberton, the pro- 
ducer. John C. Wilson, who pre- 
sented the recently closed “Present 


although that comedy was dark for 
four performances because Clifton 
Webb was ill shortly before it closed 
on Broadway. 


Equity rules stipulate that when | 
a star is ill and no performances are | 
played as a result, the manager may 
deduct one-eighth for each missed 
show but actors receiving $100 or 
less are to .be paid $5 per day. 
Earlier in the season “Three To 
Make Ready” was forced off when | 
Ray Bolger was hospitalized. It had 
| been intended to resume but before | 
that plan was cancelled the man- | 
agement agreed to pay the players 
an extra week. That intimate musi- | 
cal was presented by Stanley Gilkey | 
and Barbara Payne. 

During the six-week layoff of “O} 
Mistress Mine,” when Alfred Lunt 
went under an operation, the cast | 
received half salary for the second | 
and third week, with full pay for | 
the balance of the dark period, as | 
provided for in Equity’s rules. Not | 
included, of course, was Lunt, nor 
| his co-star and wife, Lynn Fontanne. 
Attraction is presented by the The- 
|atre Guild and Wilson. 

Helen Hayes’ laryngitis darkened | 
“Happy Birthday” for half a week, | 
with lower bracket actors receiving | 
the allowable per diem allowance. 











COPYRIGHT PROTECTION 
CUES N. Y. CONFAB 


| Laughter,” similarly paid off in full | 


City Investing, Chanin Plans for Bldg. 
Point-Up Prospects for N. Y. Theatres 





+ 
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'St. Loo Muny Adds Three | 
To Summer Al Fresco Sked 


St. Louis, March 25. 

Revivals of “The Bat,” “Chimes 
of Normandy” and “Apple Blos- 
soms” have been added to the rep- 
ertory of the St. Louis Municipal 
Theatre Assn.’s sked for the 1947 
season which tees off in the al 
fresco theatre in Forest Park June 
5. “The Bat” and “Chimes of Nor- 
mandy” are being modernized while 
“Apple Blossoms” will be presented 
in its original form, according to 
Manager Paul Beisman. 

Three productions previously an- 
nounced for the forthcoming season 
are “Nina Rosa,” “Naughty Mari- 
etta” and “Babes in Toyland.” Five 
more works remain to be picked 
for the 88-night season. 





‘Bath’ Press Stunt 


No Press Stunt, 
Sez Press Stunter 


James Mason, the British picture 
star, who’s slated to debut on Broad- 
way tonight (26) in “Bathsheba,” 
over which there has been con- 
troversy since the first tryout night, 
won unusual press attention in Phil- 
adelphia during the past week. On 
Saturday (22), during the matinee, 
an unidentified patron climbed to 
the stage and interrupted the per- 
formance to tell Mason “Mr. Mason, 
sir, I think you stink.” [That ‘sir’ is 


|now Broadway talk] 


James Proctor, the chow’s press 
agent, declared that it wasn't a 
stunt. However, Mason himself has 
pulled similar stuff. When at least 
| one of his British-made films was 
| exhibited, the actor inserted ads in 
| the dailies to the effect that “the 
| picture stinks,” and advised people 
not to see it. The result was to hypo 
| the boxoffice. 


Mason got his rep in the U. S. 
particularly with “The Seventh Veil.” 
| Other of his films namely “I Met a 
| Murderer” and “Wicked Lady,” have 
|not been rated so well 
| they’ve been real moneyinakers, too. 


The Philadelphia story about the 
|interrupter is that the fellow is a, 
psychoneurotic known by the _ the- 
atre (Forrest) manager. Mason is) 
reported to have thrown a_ water 
pitcher at the guy, who was hustled 
out the stage door. Curtain, which 
had been dropped after the incident. 
was rung up and Mason resumed 
where he left off, getting an ovation. 
according to reports. ‘‘Bathsheba” 
had received an unfavorable press. 
the second week’s business having 
dropped materially. 


In an interview Mason said that 
he expects “Bathsheba” will be 
panned by the critics when opening 
on Broadway and that he won't be 
ruffied if that proves correct. Actor, 
who is generally described as being 
frank and witty, explained that he 
figured the show would get an un- 
favorable reception because “people 
of the theatre have a slight prejudice 
against movie stars moving in...but 
I’ve never let myself be depressed 
by critics. For years I was a hack 
actor in England, though in the last 
few years I’ve had a measure of 
popularity.” 

“Bathsheba” opened in Princeton 
and on that night Robert H. Gordon 
exited as director. Mason insisted 
that he is replaced, and Cory Rusk- 
in stepped in. Argument between 
the star and direcior was that the 
performance should be played as a 
comedy, not seriously, and the bill- 
ing now is that it’s an “ironic com- 
edy.” Play’s producers, Maximilian 
Becker, Lee K. Holland and Sylvia 


| Members of the Dramatists Guild, | Friedlander, backed up Mason in 


' Dramatists Play Service, Society of 

| Authors Representatives, William | 

| Morris agency and several leading 
| 


the argument. Understood that the 
press at first was inelined to be 
hostile to the visitor but became 


The upward spiral of costs finally | Broadway playwrights will huddle | friendly under Proctor’s steering in 


hit the $7,000,000 Henry W. Kiel | 


| (municipal) auditorium, and last 
| week Harry Boyer, manager, an- 

nounced that, effective next July 1, 
\ caied will be hiked an average of 
110%. 

The new scale is expected to pro- 
duce approximately $25,000 addi- 
tional revenue for municipal pur- 
‘poses annually. 


today (Wed.) at the Morris agency 
offices in New York to discuss steps 
ite get rid of the practice of un- 
| authorized readings of contemporary 
plays 

| Other violations of theatre copy- 
| right will also be discussed, such as 
iliegal use of copyright works in| 
summer hotels and improper use of 
material in foreign countries 


Philly, where a number of publicity 
stunts were staged. 





Cape Playhouse 21st Season 
Dennis, Mass.. March 25. 
Cape Playhouse opens its 21st sea- 
son here June 20 under Richard 
Aldrich’s direction. 
Arthur Sircom will stage for the 
eighth successive season. 


though | the Fulton could not be acquired. 


Recently, Robert FE. Dowling, 
head of the City Investing Co., as- 
sured a group in show business that 
his firm would build several legit 
theatres. Together with plans of the 
Chanin brothers to again build 
legiters, producers are, thus hope- 
ful that the stagnant status of the- 
atre construction is on the wane. 
Both companies aim to put up 
houses north of Times Square but 
south of Columbus Circle, with in- 
dications that Sixth avenue ‘(Ave- 
nue of The Americas) will supply 
the sites 

Meantime, _it’s announced 
the Shuberts have leased the Broad- 
way to United Artists for pictures, 
so that house will not be further 
available for legit this season, nor 
during 1948. Like the Winter Gar- 
den, which the Shuberts leased to 
films, the Broadway is directly on 
the main stem. It has been in pic- 
tures before but for some seasons 
has been housing musical sht ws, be- 
ing of large capacity. Indicated this 
season has not been profitable for 
the theatre and may anticipate a 
reduction in musical show produc- 
tion. Understood that the lea.e is for 
18 months, whereas the lease on 
Winter Garden, former ace musical 
house, is stated to have more than 
five years to go. 

A report that the Columbia 
Broadcasting System would let go of 
several of the half dozen legit thea- 
tres being used as radio studios has 
n t been substantiated. However, 
it’s still possible if CBS decides to 
originate more p.ograms on _ the 
Coast. Chain has discontinued bill- 
ing its shows on theatre canopies 
because of excessive replacement 
costs. Canopy billing in removable 
letters, which are lighted at night, 
was changed two to three times 
daily, costing around $150,000 an- 
nually, 

Indications now are that City In- 
vesting, which owns the Broadway 
block on the west side of the thor- 
oughfare between 45th and 46th 
streets, and adjacent theatres on 
each bisecting street, will start to 
raze the properties sooner than ex- 
pected. Present plans call for work 
to start in May, 1948. Three legiters 
will come down, the Morosco, Bijou 
and Fulton, also the Aster and Vic- 
toria (former Gaiety), which have 
picture policies. The latter pair 
front on Broadway. City Investing 
also owns the 46th Street, but that 
house will continue intact because 
buildings between that theatre and 


been 


Properties are owned by the Shu- 
berts. 

Most recent reports concerning the 
Hotel Astor are that the Loew- 
Metro deal to buy the property and 
the half dozen legiters along 44th 
and 45th streets is off. Of the sev- 
eral plans outlined one was to build 
an addition to the hotel and another 


_for a theatre to occupy part of the 


hotel in the rear. Work on razing 
the adjacent dwelling that lined the 
so-called Shubert alley has started 
again and the spet may be utilized 
as an outdoor dining room. 


Jones Willing to Try Pitt 


Al Fresco Opera Again; 
Season Set With 9 Shows 


. Pittsburgh, March 25. 

Allan Jones revealed here re- 
cently while visiting his wife, Irene 
Hervey, of “State of the Union,” that 
he will do “Rose Marie” for summer 
opera company at Pitt Stadium if 
local group can reshuffle its sched- 
ule. Singing star has a previous com- 
mitment for same week at Dallas, 
and William Wymetal, new manag- 
ing director for Pittsburgh's al fresco 
outfit, is trying to fit him in. Ne- 
gotiations with Jones to come here 
a year ago fell through when he 
wouldn't okay money offered him. 

Extra week has been added te 
1947 schedule, making nine shows in 
all, with “Desert Song,” starring 
Irene Manning, set for opener, June 
2. It'll be followed by “Firefly,” 
“Balalaika,” “Roberta,’ “Rio Rita,” 
“Countess Maritza,” “Rosalie,” “Rose 
Marie” dafid ‘The Great Waltz.” 

Jones came to Pittsburgh when 
laryngitis forced him to cancel sec- 
ond week of two-week engagement 
at Hotel Radisson in Minneapolis. 
He left here after few days for Coast 
in a new car picked up in Detroit 
to spend a little time with his and 
Miss Hervey’s children before re- 
turning east late this month to open 
in New York at Vanity Fair, where 
he’s replacing Gertrude Niesen. 
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Broadway Looks Up; ‘Brigadoon 
SRO $43,400, Chevalier Toujours 
24G, Tallulu $16,700 for ‘Eagle 


Improvement in attendance was | 

eneral along Broadway last week, | 
Goaae-dks filing had affected busi- 
ness for weeks prior to the deadline 
date. Lent is but « minor factor in 
any decrease in theatre-going, ac- 
cording to boxoffice figures during 
the fluctuation periods. 

“Brigadoon” sold out all perform- 
ances last week. The first full week 
was better than first estimated, tak- | 
ings being close to $43,400. “The 
Eagle Has Two Heads” was socked 
by critics and first nighters but was | 

rotected by a healthy advance gale. 
Two premieres this week are “Bath- 
sheba” and “The Whole World 
Over,” latter being a sudden book- 
ing. “Beggar’s Holiday” will close 


. this week, going to Chieago. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue). 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,’ Coronet (8th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Perked and 
was credited with $17,500; looks like 
& moneymaker but not selling out. 


| takings around $23,500. 


| week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). 


| mated at around $29,500. 


| (154th week) (C-939; $3.60). 


| Thelma 


“Amnie Get Your Gun,” Imperial | 


(45th week) (M-1,427; $6.60). Newer 


musicals have not affected the capac- | 


ity-plus pace,,which varies only in 


the number of standees; over $45,000 | 


tops all. 
“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- 
ton (18th week) (D-968; $4.80). Im- 
proved as did most others - and 
should span the spring period: 
around $13,500. 
“Bathsheba,” Barrymore 
096; $4.80). Presented by Maximilian 
Becker, Lee K. Hollend and Sylvia 
Friedlander; written by Jacques 
Deval; opens tonight (26). 
“Beggar’s Holiday,” 
(M-1,900; $4.80), 
week; mixed-cast 
Shubert, Chicago; 


Final and 
musical goes to 
around $18,500; 


| among straight-show revivals; nearly 
| $24,000. 
(CD-1,- | 


| fairly well, with first full week fig- 
, ured at around $22,000. 

Broadway | 
14th } 


house going to pictures (United Art- 


ists). 
“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (60th 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Rarely are 
there seats unoccupied in any por- 
tion of the three-floor house; tak- 
ings invariably around $21,000. 
“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld 
(M-1,626; $4.80). 
quoted close to 


(2d week) | 
First full week | has 
$43,400, with $6 top | along: 


ing the 52-week mzrk, which it will 
exceed; attendance excellent, with 


“Oklahoma!”, St. James (206th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Improved 
as expected and still earning goodly 
operating profit; around $25,000 esti- 
mated. 

“State of the Union,” Hudson (71st 
Like most 
other standouts attendance stronger 
last week, with gross of $24,000 indi- | 
cated. 

“Street Scene,” Adelphi 
week) (M-1,434; $6). Tapered some- 
what with last week’s. takings esti- 





(11th | 
| 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
Some- 
what better last week, when the 
gross was around $9,000. 

“The Whole World Over,” Bilt- 
more (C-920; $4.20). Presented by | 
Walter Fried and Paul Moss; written 
by Konstantin Simonov, adapted by 
Schnee; opens Thursday 





(27). 

“Years Ago,” Mansfield (16th 
week) (C-1,001; $4.80). Has been 
doing very well znd picked up also | 
last week, takings estimated at | 
around $17,000. 

REVIVALS 

“The Importance of Being Ear- 
nest,” Royale (3d week) (C-1,025; 
$4.80). Importation is top grosser 


“The Chocolate Soldier,” Century 
(2d week) (M-1,712; $4.80). Doing | 


“Burlesque,” Belasco (13th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Drawing repezters, 
which accounts for the laugh show 
holdings to goodly takings; bit off 
but nearly $19,000 quoted. 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Cort 
(23d week) (C-1,064; $4.20). Long- 
est stayer among season’s revivals 
and aimed into next month; rated 
well over $17,500, an improvement. 

“Sweethearts,” Shubert (8th week) 
(M-1,382; $4.80). Slightly better but 
been faring excellently right 
lest week’s count around 


applying on Friday and Saturday; | $30,500. 


has four theatre parties but all 
full price. 

“Call Me Mister,” National (49th 
week) (R-1,104; $6). Close to the 
year’s run mark and may span zn- 
other summer; takings 2,500; ca- 
pacity again. 

“Carousel,” Majestic (10lst week) 
(M-1,667; $6). icked up as ex- 
pected and is aimed into another 
summer, too; takings last week 
rated zround $27,000. 

“Eagle Has Two Heads,” Plymouth 
(ist week) (D-1,063; $4.80). Opened 
last Wednesday; play panned plenty 
but star (Tallulah Bankhead) lauded: 
standees at first four performances 
for surprising $16,700. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(ilth week) (M-1,319; $6). Weekly 
statements made up early, and only 
4 number of standees need be 

lled in; $42,000. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(2ist week) (CD-1,160; $4.80). 
Among the standouts and netting 
joey A business approaches capacity: 


“Harvey,” 48th St. (125th week) 
(C-920; $4.20). Still one of the most 
popular comedies on the list, and 
ditto for Chicago company; rated 
around $17,000. 

“Icetime,” Center (40th week) (R- 
2,994; $2.40). Stopping April 12 but 
slated to resume in revised form 
earlv in summer; $25,000. 

“Joan of Lorraine,” Alvin (18th 
week) (D-1,331; 80). The ace 
obser among straight shows with 
imit of standees nearly every per- 
formance; $32,500. 

“John Leves Mary,” Music Box 
(7th week) (C-979; $4.80). Moved 
here from _Booth last week; in 
larger-capacity house takings jump- 
ed to nearly $23,000. 

“Life With Father,” Bijou (38st 
week) (C-613; $3.60). Picked up with 
the field and grossed around $8,500: 
aimed into summer and new run 
record. 

“O Mistress Mine,” Empire (46th 
week) (CD-1,082; $4.80). Approach- 











Fundamentals of 
PLAYWRITING 


Conducted by Mr. Norman Felton 


9 Weeks—March 31-May 31 ist 
Quarter). For details Write or Phone 
Actors Company, 64 W. Randolph St., 
Chicago, Il. Tel. Dearborn b 








eo 


at | 


“Craig’s Wife,” Playhouse (6th 
|} week) (D-865; $4.80). Just about 
| getting by at modest grosses; $8,500; 
|*Miracle in the Mountains” due to 
| follow April 19. 
ADDED 

Maurice Chevalier, Miller’ (2d 
week) ($4.80; $6 Friday and Satur- 
day). Selling out every perform- 
ance and one-mzn show engagement 
expected to be extended beyond 
four weeks booked; nearly $24,000. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

“The Great Campaign,” Princess. 
Presented by T. Edward Hambleton; 
written by Arnold Sundgaard; music 
by Alex North; opens Sunday (30) 
for five performances. 


‘Iceman’ Weak At 
$17,000 in Balto 


Baltimore, March 25. 

“The Iceman Cometh” came to 
Ford’s here last week, essaying two 
matinees in addition to the six noc- 
turnal sessions, with curtzin time 
set for 7:30 p.m. Between the guar- 
antee paid the absent James Barton 
and the extra bite put on by the 
actors and crew profit margin must 
have been quite thin in the $17,000 
gross recorded at the b.o. 


“State of the Union” is current, 
with an extra strong advance szle 
registered for the two-week playing 
time set. 


Altobell’s New Hayloft 


Leonard Altobell, who produced 
and directed the production of 
“Rope,” with which John Carradine 
toured briefly this winter, has taken 
over the strawhat at Beverly, Mass., 
formerly under management of 
betrronene: & Johnson. 
| Altobell, who also manages the 
| Litchfield, Conn., summer theatre, 
' will operate the Mass. strawhatter 

in the town’s school auditorium with 
an Equity A company for a nine- 











| ing Monday (17 
right into capacity biz and continues | 
| to hold out promise for a long run. 


‘Lucasta’ Wham 226 
In Newark Week 


“Anna Lucasta” played the New- 
ark Opera House last week and 
grossed nearly $22,000 at $3 top. No 
attraction in the Jersey town has 
gotten that much money in many 
seasons. ; 

Colored-cast drama is cleaning up 
on the Coast and is returning to Los 
Angeles for a run at the Belasco after 
getting exceptional grosses at the 
Biltmore there. 

Newark house has reverted to Al- 
fred Cerrigone after others flivved 
in operating the spot earlier in the 
season. 


Barefoot Boy’ 306 
In Hub, ‘Mill 316 
In Opening Week 


Boston, March 25. 
Mid-Lenten doldrums are here so 
far as the number of attractions is 
concerned but takes on the three 








shows in are okay. “Red Mill,” open- 


“Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” in sec- 
ond week at the Colonial is bigger 
than first, and final week is current. 
“Glass Menagerie” finished three- 
week run on the downbeat, but did 
well considering conndisseur appeal. 
Opera is here now, with sellout 
scale for all bills but “Boris God- 
unoff.” 

“Tenting Tonight” begins tonight 
at the Plymouth for a _week’s 
engagement. Hasty Pudding Club of 
Harvard is doing a new musical 
called “Speak for Yourself” Wednes- 


| day. through Friday of this week at 


the clubhouse, then goes on tour of 
the ivy circuit. Ahead are “Message 
for Margaret” at the Wilbur, March 
31; “Anna Lucasta,” Plymouth, and 


“Cyrano,” Opera House, April 7, 
and “Everything’s on Ice,” Center, 
April 8. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” Co- 
lonial (1,500; $4.20). Second week 
of this lively musical jumped to $30,- 
000, estimated, great, considering 
lack of names. Final week is current. 

“Glass Menagerie,” Plymouth 
(1,200; $3.60). Third and final week 
got estimated $11,000, not bad for 
connoisseur’s: item. 

“Red Mill,” Shubert (1,590; $4.20). 
In with plenty of interest from two 
seasons on B’way, and went right to 
estimated $31,000. 


‘WEAKNESS’ SOLID 266 
IN 2D WEEK AT WASH. 


Washington, March 25. 

Ina Claire in “Fatal. Weakness” 
continued solid for its second stanza 
at the National, with better than 
$26,000 in the till, making a husky 
$52,000 for its fortnight run. 

Theatre Guild-American Theatre 
Society subscribers filled the house 
past Monday (24) for opening of 
“Iceman Cometh,” which began the 
usual two-week run. Despite the 
“race” picket lines, which have be- 
come ‘a standing feature of all Na- 
tional preems, plus a protest from 
“Iceman’s” cast against theatre’s 
Jim Crow policy, the O’Neil opus is 
a sure winner here. 

_Maurice Evans brings his GI ver- 
sion of “Hamlet” in on April 7, for 
one week with a thorough job of 
tub-thumping being done for it in 
local schools and clubs. 


‘Bloomer Girl’ Sellout 
$31,500 in Toronto 


Toronto, March 25. 

Biggest hit of the local legit sea- 
son here to-date, “Bloomer Girl” 
crashed through for a sellout $31,500 
on its second week, Royal Alexan- 
dra (1,525) being scaled at $3.50 top 
plus tax. 

While certain routers in the big- 
musical field have reputedly been 
leary of Toronto this_ season, 
“Bloomer Girl” has indicated that 
the town is going for the spectacles 
as well as the comedy-dramas, when 
it's usually the other way round. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Laura” (2d time)—H. Clay Bla- 
ney, S. P. and Roy Steckler. 
“A Young Man’s Fancy” (2d time) 














| week season starting June 30. This 
| will be Altobell’s second season at 
Litchfield. 











COSTUMES AND 200 SEATS. 





EQUIPMENT FOR SUMMER THEATRE FOR SALE 


INCLUDES CURTAINS, CEILING, DROPS, SPOTS, AND OTHER ELEC- 
TRICAL EQUIPMENT, HARDWARE, TOOLS, FLATS, DRAPES, PROPS, 


Write MARLA FORBES, Jerry's Landing, Cambridge, Mass., or 
Cali Cl 7-0365 








—Henry Adrian. 

“Miracie In the Mountains’”— 
Archer King and Harrison Woodhull. 
| “Morgan’s Murders” (“Three In- 
| delicate Ladies’)—Hunt Stromberg, 

Jr., and Thomas Spengler. 





at the Shubert, ran | 








“The Barretts of Wimpole Street” | 


(road )—Katharine Cornell. 


“Alice in Wonderland” — Rita! 


‘Hassan and American 


Theatre. 


Repertory | 


“Virginia Reel” — Experimental. 


. Theatre. 


| stone, Chi, (22-5). 


TURTLE’ ONLY $11,500 
IN ST, LOUIS RETURN 


St. Louis, March 25. 
Apparently the one-week return 
engagement of John van Druten’s 
comedy, “The Voice of The Turtle,” 


came too soon after the socko four- 
week stand earlies in the season 
and the piece wound up with only 
a mediocre $11,500 for eight per- 
formances, with the 1,700-seat 
American theatre scaled to $3.66. 
The piece bowed out Saturday (22). 
The crix kept on with their raves, 
articularly for Harvey Stephens, 

uisa Horton and Frances Tanne- 
hill, in the lead roles, but the 
natives didn’t respond. 

The highest price for a drama 
this season, $4.27, has been set for 
Eugene O’Neill’s “A Moon for the 
Misbegotten,” which opened a one- 
week stand- at the American last 
night (Monday). James Dunn, 
Marcy Welch and Rhys Williams 
have the top roles. Advance was 
big. 


‘Moon’ Dwindles To 
$13,000 in Detroit 


Detroit, March 25. 
“Moon for the Misbegotten” ended 
its two-week run at the Cass with a 
dwindling $13,000 as a wave of re- 
action to its censor trouble caught 








up with it. The play was presented 
nine times during the week at a} 
$3.60 top. 


“Dear Ruth” drew a mild $9,000 
week at the Shubert Lafayette in 
nine performances at a $2.40 top. 








Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering March 22-April 5) | 
“Accidentally Yours” — Metropoli- 
tan, Seattle (24-29); Curran, Frisco | 
(31-5). 
“Anna Lucasta” — Shubert, N. 
Haven (24-29). 

“Anna Lucasta” — Aud., Pasadena | 
(22); Aud., Fresno (24); Aud., Stock- 
ton (25); Aud., Sacramento (26-27); 
i Oakland (28); Civic, San Jose 
(29). 5 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek” — 
Colonial, Bost. (22-29). 

“Blackouts of 1947”—E] Capitan, 
Hollywood (22-5). 

Blackstone—Biltmore, L. A. (22-2). 

“Bloomer Girl” — Hanna, Cleve. 
(24-5), 

“Blossom Time”—Music Hall, K. C. 
(22); Town Hall, Joplin (24); Electric, 
eae te (25); Conv. Hall, Tulsa 
(26); Aud., Pitts. (27); Music Hall, 
K. = (28-29), 

“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(22-5). < 

“Call Me Mister” — Royal Alex., 
Toronto (24-29); Nixon, Pitt. (31-5). 

are de Bergerac” — Forrest, 
“ (24-5). 

“Dear Ruth” — Shubert-Lafayette, 
Det. (22-5). - 

“Dear Ruth” — Capitol, Yakima 
(24); Fox, Spokane (25-26); Wilma, 
Missoula (27); Marlon, Helena (28); 
Rainbow, Gt. Falls (29). 

“Hamlet”—Bijou, Knoxville 
English, Indpls. (24-26); 
Col. (27-29), 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (22-5). 
ene Walnut, Philly (22- 


(22); 
Hartman, 


“Lute Song” — Studebak ; 
(29-8) z udebaker, Chi. 


“Magnificent 
Frisco (22-5), 

“Message for Margaret” — Lyric, 
Bridgeport (29); Wilbur, Boston (31- 


Yankee” — Geary, 


Met Opera Co.—Opera Hse, Bost 
(22-29), grb nie 

“Moon for the Misbegotten” — 
a. St. Louis (24-29), 

" ahoma!”—Aud., Dallas (24-29): 
Aud., Ft. Worth (1-5). : 
29 yn 7 Smntton”—Belasco, L. A. (22- 


San Carlo Opeta Co.—Aud., Port- 
land (22-23); Temple, Tacoma (24- 
25); Moore, Seattle (26-29). 

“State of the Union”—Ford’s, Balto 
(24-5), 

“State of the Union’—Cas 
(48) ass, Det. | 

“Student Prince”—Curran. Frisco | 
(22-29); Civic, San Jose (30): Lobero, | 
° 2 =a Biltmore, L. A. (3-5). 

‘Tenting o-Night” — P| 
Bost. (24-29), ‘ ee 

“The Fatal Weakness”—Nixon. Pitt | 
= aera, St. Louis (31-5). 

“The ss Menagerie” — 

Philly (24-5), : a 

“The Glass Menagerie” — Strand, 
Veqgeuver (21-22) 

“The Iceman Cometh”—Nati 
Wash. (24-5), = 

“The Red Mill” — S} 1 ; 
asa 1ubert, Bost. 


“Three to Make Ready”—Black- | 








“Trouble 
Indpls. (3-5). 

“Up in Central P rk” — | 
Philly (24-5). ” Shubert. 


“Voice of the Turtle”—Davids 
Mil. (24-29), Davideos, 


for Rent” — English, 


| $25,000, or over three grand 


Only 5 Shows in Chi, But Biz Strong: 
‘Norway’ Nifty 306 in 15th 


Wk. Finale 


Chicago, March 
Only five shows in town plus fair 
weather allowed good business to 
be enjoyed by all. Several conven. 
tion committees bought out entire 
houses last week to help hypo biz 

Of the five shows in town, “Son 
of Norway” bowed out Saturday 
(22) after 15 weeks. Newcomers are 
to be “Beggar’s: Holiday,” Shubert 
April 5, and “Fatal Weakness,” Sei. 
wyn April 7. 

Estimates For Last Week 

“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (4th 
wk) (1,334; $3.60). Topped last week 
for a fat $23,000. 

“Harvey,” Harris (33rd wk) 
(1,000; $3.60). Convention fodder for 
a healthy $16,500. 

“Lute Song,” Studebaker (9th wk) 
(1,246; $4.20). Held over for another 
month after a brisk $22,000, 

“Song 
wk) (2,100; $4.80). Bowed out Sat. 
urday (22) after u nifty $30,000. 

“Three To Make Ready,” Black. 
stone (6th wk) (1,358; $4.80). Wil 
run for some time to come after 
weeks like this rousing $25,000. 





‘PYGMALION’ ENCORES 


$24,000 SRO IN L.A 


Los Angeles, March 25, 

“Pygmalion”, still held onto its 
SRO figure of $24,000 for the second 
stanza at the Belasco last week. Ger- 
trude Lawrence starrer is turnin 
away ticket buyers for the fina 
frame and has been for over a week. 

“Anna Lucasta” finaled at the 
Biltmore with $13,000 on the last 
three days for four performances, 
and $82,000 on the three weeks plus 
stand. Blackstone’s magic show 
picked up $6,000 on a split week in 
the same house. 

Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1947” 
slid through the 248th inning at El 
Capitan with standard $17,000. 
Musart looked sad with slightly less 
than $2,000 for the second stretch 


| of apres Aunt.” “Taming of the 


Shrew” rolled into El Patio Saturday 
night for an indefinite run. 





‘Bathsheba’ $16,000 


In 2d Week in Philly 


Philadelphia, March 25. 

For the first time since early De- 
cember, Philly didn’t have a smash 
musical hit among its legit offerings 
last week, but biz in general was 
good. 

With no followup for “Bloomer 
Girl,” “Finian,” “Sweethearts,” “Cen- 
tral Park,” “Red Mill,” “Chocolate 
Soldier” and “Brigadoon,” it was left 
for two straight shows to divide 
most of the — Week's leader 
was “Bathsheba,” James Mason's Bib- 
lical vehicle, which got just about 
$16,000 in its second session at the 
Forrest. That was an eight-grand 
drop from first week’s figure an 
represented virtually no window sale 
but was dependent 90% on advance, 
which was taken in before crix and 
first-nighters blitzed the show. 

Rewriting and restaging by Mason 
made some improvements in drama 
about King David but its two weeks 
record here of over 40 grand consti- 
tutes a real theatre freak in view of 
sharply adverse notices and word-of- 
mouth. 

Another show which was greeted 
with tepid to downright bad notices 
on its opening here last week, but 
which got by rather nicely, was 
“Heartsong,” which reopened the 
Walnut for a two weeks’ stay. In this 
case it was the ATS subscription 
nucleus that aided new comedy to 
get more than $13,500. Show is be- 
ing taken off after this Saturday for 
general overhauling and there '8 
much doubt about its future. It was 
aided by ATS subscriptions as much 
as the sellout “Brigadoon” was hurt, 

Week's other opening was “Tenting 
Tonight,” another tryout and, like 
“Heartsong,” lacking in marquee 
names, got $6,000 in its single session 
at the Locust. It went from here t® 
Boston for further tryout. Second- 
stringers covered it here and handed 
in so-so notices, 





‘Union’ Big in 2d Wk. 
Of Pitt Date at 256 


Pittsburgh, March 25. 

“State of Union” finished big in 
second week of fortnight engase- 
ment at Nixon, getting better than 
above 
what it did opening session. Could 
have still stuck; it’s been a long a 
since a show has caught on like this 


'one. Even another return would be 


no gamble. a 

Midway in the stanza, SRO sign 
went up and tix were at a premium. 
They stood ‘em up down the stretch, 
closing session being almost as big 
as show did originally when it - 
here ahead of Broadway with the 
first-run cast nearly 18 months aso. 
Nixon currently has Ina Claire al 
“The Fatal Weakness,” with Cal 
Me Mister” following it in for two 


'‘ weeks. 





of Norway,” Shubert (15th » 
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5 sence to finish a book on radio tech- | eae bbb be bbabebbaebbbeeeee ened | 
nigue for Houghton Mifflin. | ‘ 
Hl id e ra t i Stewart Beach, onetime editor of 9 t 
Theater magazine and more recently te) 2 
with the Army’s Bureau of Public + z 
Relations, becomes fiction editor of | gee nk Sc PEFO444-46-0 6464444 
" ‘Dawn’ Hits Radio Again is labelled an autobiography, but it | This Week magazine May 1. By Fra ully P 
, There is a short apologia in the ch hong A a apologia, outlining, Artist Oscar Berger and Lewis) Ghostown, Ariz., March 23 
‘ “ : rou man’ i ik J j j : ; j m 
ginning of “Aurora Dawn, new t . 7 pine wedge tome about Funke, N. Y¥. Times drama editor,| Clearing out some unfiled follies, which gather dust around every au- 
st novel by Herman Wouk (Simon |two dozen good reasons why news- | collabed on a two-page layout on “ss , P : F h 
nit n rmi Fema nag | ) thor’s study, I came across a copy of Coronet of March, 1937. For a 10t 
c Schuster), pointing out that the |P wee Se OO OS underpaid and | “Broadway Stars, 10 Years Ago and anniversary present I decided to heave it in the fireplace when my eye was 
P book was begun in 1943 while the pba ar og htc ome and stay Today,” in N. ¥. Times magazine fetched by an article called “Me and Rodin: A Memoir.” It was signed 
- a" a at it. “Content s” ‘t Sunday ; Mi ' ’s gui ; : 
e déuthor was executive officer on a |! iid sentient ed acrobats” | next Sunday (30). by Lamar Middleton. Is there such a guy? No author’s guide of the era 
destroyer escort and that he de- {8 the authors name for them, and! Parker Tyler, who, paradoxically, | | saw lists him, Could he be somebody's ghost? 
vcd to write his opus to pass the |could have been a better title. still has to see Hollywood, has A prefa “New York Time: ing: “ 
g cided to jass th i as see ywood, has A prefatory note quotes the New York Times as saying: “Frank Scully 
y time away. Therefore any simi- Othman writes with the glib, authored “Magic and Myth of the states that he was the author of the greater part of Frank Harris’ biog- 
@ larity between this and “The Huck- | freehanded copydesk style of the!) Movies.” which Holt is bringing out raphy of Bernard Shaw. Scully was ghosting for Harris and he tells us 
. sters” (and there's so much that eee toty newsman, which makes for in May. Same firm also publishing that he completed the biography after Harris had turned in an almost 
24 gomparison is unavoidable) is pure- j excellent readability, although it! Paul Magriel’s “Pavlova.” worthless 65-page script.” . 
ly someone else's fault. Story is eae at the expense of The mag called United Nations Mr. Middleton then proceeds: “Since Mr. Scully has broken a ghost’s 
h about a tyrannical any # on j areat so ge pt Instead of invent- World vill not be an official or an sworn silence, I might as well relate some dirt myself. In fact, it is fairly 
k who uses radio to —, ne .o = ~ e. x * zany situations for his, of the United Nations, but will be historic mire, as it deals with none other than Rodin. My participation in 
| from which the book takes its re- aumor, Othman simply relates the a combo of three mags, Asia, Inter- one of the sculptor’s masterpieces was far more complete than that claimed 
~ dundant title. | Strange occurrences which occasion- | American and Free World. Officials py Mr. Scully in the case of Frank Harris. It was not the usual collabora- 
’ Wouk, a former Fred Sage | ally have beset —_ during his of U N. will cooperate. Pearl Buck tion of the ghost at all. But I had better get to the point. In a manner of 
) scripter, has _ thrown together a | career. The fact that the author,| Richard J. Walsh and William L. speaking The Thinker was my handiwork, not Rodin’s.” 
nl group of believable people, only | as a feature writer had a lot of un- | Shirer on editorial board. Roland Exception Noted 
slightly caricaturated, in a fairly | usual assignments, plus his ability | C. Gask is managing editor. This piece of parody happens to contain a good deal of kidding on the 
hh’ logical sequence of situations. None to laugh at himself and everyone square. It followed a similar parody which Corey Ford caused to be 
t- of them can obviously ae nes ne ~, multiplies the chuckles |i publighed around 1932 in a book entitled “In the Worst Possible Taste.’ 
"a with people known in the trade. = jin erent in fundamentally humorous P| 0 t f T The only exception I take to any of this at this late day is the crack 
ll story - nee apg Dee hay eee ay u 0 own about Mr. Scully having broken “a ghost’s sworn silence.” The implica- 
“ rise and fall of a young man aspir- ook’s opening chapters are the | [1__ continued from . i{| tion is that ghosts per se are sworn to secrecy and if they ever break it 
> : . : ; page 5338 = : 
, ing to become a radio executive, —— 


with tributary characters leading to 
advertising agencies, nitery columns, 
soap owners, and, most important 
to plot, a backcountry preacher 


best, outlining Othman’s graduation 
from the pony and the slot to regu- 
j|lar correspondent, and then to Wash- 
|ington during the Hoover regime. 
| Subsequently he goes to Hollywood, 





Under Capricorn 
it runs too largely to talk. It reaches 
a high degree of dramatic intensity 
only in 


are ratting and therefore fit subjects for some sort of rubout. 
In Scully’s case, I'm sure he would like, for the final record, to have it 
known that he was sworn to no silence, that he was not even in the be- 


Print 


ng of 


the 


Shaw 


biographical project a ghost. 


Actually, he was the 


. , its last act, when the jealous! entrepreneur. He conceived the whole idea. He did all the negotiating 
A. specializing in public confessions | where he finds himself in competi- | husband and infuriated wife clash between New York and London publishers. He figured to help some on 

{ used indirectly to plug the soap. /tion with the two syndicated Mrs.| , The play is set in Woolloomooloo, | the pook of course, but certainly not to write the whole of it, certainly not 

4 Book’s climax and crisis occurs |Grundys. His stories of Harry Cohn, | ee, _ 1831, being a costume | for any small sum like 20% of the net. 
its if when the backwoodser* plans to air |W. C. Fields, of the quickie pro- | cht wong = on linn. oo — No ghost would think of writing a whole book for such a figure, and it 
“e an anti-advertising sermon disap- | ducers, and other Hollywood fauna | victs, a ‘colorful if unaympathetic lot. was only after Harris had used up nearly a year of his time and had failed 
i proved by the soap exec. | are okay, but some have been heard | In the background are "tin half- to get beyond the first 10,000 badly organized words that Scully felt he 
4 Wouk’s style is his gimmick for | before. He ends the book back in| savage black natives. Two substan- had to step in and help save the situation if he could. 
k. this book. He attempted, somewhat | Washington, his current post, with | tial interior sets, a kitchen and a re- Lifting Lost Faces 
he self-conciously, an imitation of 18th | some mirthful anecdotes on Wash- | ception hall, are utilized for the three He felt this chiefly because the publishers were friends of long standing 
ist century prose, with its personaliza- |ington party life. Not all of Oth- | acts and SEVEN Scenes. Lack of a r€-' and if he did not help pull Harris out of his hole, they would stand to lose 
eS, tion by the author and meanderings j man’s book is funny. He puts in|} ng bg meg cy gee Benen 712 Gs plus a certain loss of face, which in their Japanese edition might 
. into philosophy, and abnormal fa- | an excellent pitch, at the close, for | ;, ne ave teits who contribute ile ar run into millions. They certainly could hold him morally responsible for 
in miliarity with the reader. Wouk ap- |the newspaper business as a re-| nothing to the plot, which revolves having talked them into such a loss. 

pears to a very interesting fellow |spectable profession. around only five of them. This is a good deal different than signing up as a ghost and hacking your 

» tie indeed, and makes no bones about | | Like most dramatized novels, the way through other people's lives. I have done my share of that, too, and 
El laying his intellectual wares on the | R&H Snags Ted A 4 i play undoubtedly attempts to cover believe it has certain justification where people may have a story to tell 
00. counter, face up fof all to see. His | Ted J eo 'too much ground, and its intents and and be unable to tell it. 
>SS irony becomes heavy-handed and | ed Amussen shifts to Reynal & implications are not always clear to So far as 1 know. no readable textbook has yet been written on this 20th 
ch ; . , Hitchcock April 1 as executive edi- | one who hasn't read the book. such - a 
he the digressions will probably go un- 'tor, resigning as assoviate ed with |as this reporter. When the i i Century development of wraith-writing. Such a volume if entitled The 
ay appreciated by most readers. His | Rinehart & Co, where John Selby | made it probably will give greater Life Of a Ghost,” provided it taught young writers how to write a collab- 








use of the language is good, but is 
obviously strained most of the time. 
“Aurora Dawn” has an almost as- 





|and Bill Rainey head the editorial 
staff. 
Frank Taylor and Albert Erskine 














emphasis to a minor love interest be- 
tween the young Irishman and a gir! 
barber. 




















orator’s contract and what sort of percentage to fight for, would be a val- 
uable addition to any school of journalism library. 


As a general thing, ghost-writing presents no great problem. 


A celebrity 

















“see 





--—s<ee8 ee ear * ~sse*s ee 


sured sale, inasmuch as Book-of-the- |. . é: The local group has done a fine) has a book in him but does not know how to get it out. He meets a writer 
’ were previous incumbents at R&H. i SAP eR Oe nh 4 . 
Month Club has already bestowed P ™ staging job, and the performances. | who knows how to get it out, but hasn't got it in him. They agree to pool 
\| its approval. Plot outline is in- | . -” - elt ig key pars Bees ‘ai profes- their resources and split 50-50 on the re@urns. 
y teresting, but the style appeal will | ici rer ig Story . coorers aaa ee Tange sy Aulitees Gaus Washie 
q have to rely on the slim chance that Li ™ wah C aed hg ioe - difficult by the plethora of talk. In At first the celebrity is pretty humble about it, except for the amount 
Ye- a let of people with a little knowl- Pegg nose a = m br out an evident desire to attain pace, the of money he believes the book will bring him. Though usually a person 
ash: edge will think it’s all very intellec- } eure f 6 aylemti banat he . ae 'director has the actors delivering | of wealth who can, if he looks about him, see that a@thors as a class are 
ngs tual. If a choice must be made be- | WOrHINE Six ye ars on. House turned | their speeches with almost machine- | not the yacht owners of the world, he is quite sure his book will make a 
vas tween the two, this is a better book jit down. Prez of nie age go | Sun rapidity, at the sacrifice of dic-| mijlion. Spurred by this belief and with an avarice natural to his char- 
ai than “The Hucksters.” Wouk can bps Seek Wok ant beg Fag woe Racggyoncin = sng) and | VF is acter, he naturally tries to grab the lion's share of the loot. 
i ic ‘ oo 2, - f » re 2G. € S <« z : - ‘¢ > 
=i probably thank Wakeman, since this | cec : quaint style of sane aioe make the; 4S books of this sort run an overhead of $3,000 to $10,000, between the 
ate publishing seems a direct result of Py 0% : | auditor’s. listening task harder. talking stage and publication day, this expense ought not to be saddled 100°; 
eft The Hucksters” success. Johnston’s AVC "News Ban cons Rees. on the writer. The celebrity or the publisher ought to pay the collaborator 
ide Johnston office, which issues press | a cash advance as well as 50% of whatever royalties their joint effort will 
der N. Y. Firing Wave credentials in Hollywood, has turned | J(~ bring. This should be a first charge against the book, like a mechanic's 
me Wave of firings swept N. Y. news- | down AVC News as “not having F| t d Fil lien is the first charge against a home. 
oa a last at hed a amr wage ee fomewagees. rire ng carer en ags a i m | At first the collaboration usually goes along nicely, Then the celebrity 
unsettled labor situation that | have been extended to papers hav- ; i begins to learn some tricks of the writing trade and his*fingers itch to ild 
and started this year. On Wednesday | ing less than 5,000 subscribers. AVC | ass Continued from page 1 SSS) 1h iii the end is usually a battle royal. with both paltied als te in 
sale (19) PM, afternoon tabloid-size |News has well over 10,000—all vet-| based on Elmer Rice’s play. Film, the juices of their own literary lapskaus. 
nce, sheet, dropped 23 editorial workers, |erans. Picture critic is Milton Lu- | starring Betty Hutton, will have! The Ghost Walks, Teo 
and peng hoe Raed same day ent wie ban, vet, and long in show biz. several musical —_ Arthur Sheek-| If the thing blows up, the celebrity has learned a lot, and the collabora- 
-Tribune announced firing man has just completed the screen- tor has lost a lot of time, which is what he uses for mone Even if it 
son f of 16. Since then the H-T figure has Briti i Ey ; thr ; : , ton nite 
: s sh Novels Stymied | play. goes through, unless he has the last word on the sales end of the manu- 
ama increased to over 20. N. Y. News- Curr P Y . : | cecal : : hp : f - 
h:aue Be SE : urrent paper shortage in Eng- — script, the writer might find himself out on a limb. The celebrit ay 
eks’ > ra Tipe 3 . | | , . ity may 
sti- rie Guild is calling a city wide | land is expected to result in a short- | Piqued Over Publicity | scorn all offers as chicken feed. Or the particular magazine offering it 
y of hr “ units, planning tO | age of British novels for Hollywood | Minneapolis, March 25. may not be on his favored list. If he says “No,” and is in a position to 
-of- sane pat - thay actively. A stop-| filming. London book publishers.) Refused bookings here by the U, | ™ake that “No” final, the writer's work may as well be considered wasted, 
ag ard for three hours ie om already a year behind in printing | 47 Minnesota artists’ course and other | 4d unless the hack has covered himself on the expenses of the production 
oted , » however, was unauthor- | manuseripts on hand, are making no local concert bures b . f he’s likely to land in the poorhouse for his pains. 
ices ized by the Guild ' cal concert bureaus because ' , pé 
put Situation has been brought about | y;.04; commitments for future pub-| aijeged war-time Nazi sympathies,| In the past wraith-writers have carried their newspaper traditions into 
n brought about ication until the paper situation | Kircten Flagstad got front page, the new field, believing that anonymity guarded them from self-conscious- 
was by fear of N. Y. publishers that the F 
the war boo nent 2 pubiisners tha 4 | eases. Understood daily newspapers | newspaper attention here again last | "€5S. Released of this I-strain and other vices, they have somehow got 
this fight ange eg A and a kneckdow N\ have ordered another 25% cut in week As headlines put it, she themselves pushed into the position of servants trusted with state secrets. 
tion lation is in sight oy eee nave printage, although the paper sitU- «<n nubbed” the city, “turning as cold This left no way for them to get some glory out of their collaborations, 
A. kept the seginannantio yong hive tion is reported brighter in conti- | 4 shoulder to Minneapolis as it gave if short-changed on the money end. Later they decided to get their names 
n t 4 poner tur sis weeks aon” he by-lines, or “As told to.” 
during th cae nental Europe her six weeks ago. in t 1 
, for i & the war, even when their | peal : . : . 
: : Norwegian-born Wagnerian sopra- Restraining Order 
is 3 vets returned, an claim | ; 
‘ete they're seltteheneg, Guile main- | Desmond Bill Blocked no was passing through en route to Ghosts are often restrained from pushing thetr names on to the titie page 
vuch tains that the sheets expanded their| The Desmond bill providing that Bozeman, Mont., to visit her married | of a collaboration because somebody felt it would be about as helpful to 
rurt. Services and need the extras. Fir- | "@wspaper and press assn. employees daughter. Newspaper reporters the sale of the book as would the linotyper’s. I have even been talked 
in i . om , : ‘ompelled to disclose in | sought interviews, but were banned, ; ener fe i aiken , win Daath 
iting ings started in January when the shoudn't be comp OUR into carrying this impersonal attitude into collaborations with other au- 
like imes laid off two people Guild | legal proceedings, the source of in-|from her car. When reporters at- thors. I now see such restraint was out of this world. 
oe went to arbitration: won out. and | formation obtained for published tempted to see her at the - yang a Many have asked how I ever had the temerity to bat for name-authors. 
3s t0 the two are back at work. Times stories, again failed of passage in| Pullman attendant ordered t em off. They have argued that ghosting for well-known persons who have never 
vale Was reported anxious to drop 75|the N. Y. Legislature, which ended | She had an extra half-hour in the | written before is one thing, but taking over for authors whose style is 
nded staffers, but Guild action apparently | its sessions last week. Despite sup- city because the train ine Pave familiar is quite another. Au contraire. If their style is familiar to others, 
stayed its hand. Then the Post laid | Pott for the measure from newsmen, for a passengel wae had missed con- why would it be unfamiliar to the ghost? Achieving a parody of a well- 
off ni ‘ nee an assage was blocked by lawyer- nections in St. Paul. known author is hi ; i Poco Bind ‘Me “ie : : 
h nine people and these firings are | P®*S@8 Soot keene Meeks ot the i r is high art; playing straight for him is no trick at all. Or. 
eaded for arbitration legislators. }; wsames ymbard, ad if it is a trick, it’s the least of the problems to be solved in th ¢ lial 
: aoe nlnare + artists . se. isclosed bye : : i : § . ; $ucn a coillabd- 
N. Y. Herald-Tribune has also | }Un pa ne aa fog : ener oration. The real problem is getting your money. So the thing to do is 
dropped four men from its Washing- | CHATTER in Fe ay oe = ae ie ac. © list yourself, not as a collaborator but as an agent. Agents always get 
56 need bureau staff and ordered an| Mike Jablons sold article “a pow pase Me — manage oer the paid first. Paid enough, you may find it okay to take the cash and let the 
95. — man back to the home- | Indianapolis Speedway to Spo aed olayed up the story. Lombard cranes. all But if you get clipped both ways—wurra wurra! 
ig in eae Axed were Leo. P. Cullinane, | magazine for its May gars we ts wah quoted as saying that.“in a good a ene ——--- . soi napiidintiddliaseii utes : 
iho : ind wh ; amson, publicity di- a: on ger re = 
page- atlas been in the Washington | onto ect ra rr Corp. Scandinavian state it is not good latter with proviso that he should | circles to Cortot dates back to 1906. 
than been ¢ or about 18 years and had | rector of “) last week (18), policy to run contrary to Scan- also play for French prisoners. Cor- when Cortot was a young orchestra 
auld depts.: ree — War and Navy ‘oes -s gens ye current Sat- | dinavian sentiment.” Her manager tot was condemned to one-year sus- | conductor and feuded with the Syn- 
‘ime and Ss; ee G. Simonds, Jay Reed, | ven SS if = , » Dick Maney as denied he had submitted her to pension of all musical activity which dicate of Musicians. 
» this ome mete Lamport. Told to oe pr glor! ~ ah ble Barker : Lombard. ended April 1, 1946. eel. a 
id be or Re Paul Tobenkin, the H-T’s | Broadwu ay s a : teary’ Balt N. Y. reps of Cortot invited the aise i 
Siington labor reporter. Denver eonicae = a oe Cortet'’s Sapolio Campaign press to a meeting last Thursday So Out in Carnegie 
sign Oth , Paci ag ae He ty and giving Attempts to clear the clouded (20), to “clear up rumors damaging , Claimed in New York yesterday 
niin. Fred io aoe “Mee hel Dee a -grol coer watoia reputation of Alfred Cortot, French to his reputation as pianist as well (Tues » that Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
retch, “Man my Othmzn’'s first OPUS, | talks at “api Arizona vet news- pian <t. are being made in hy Y. and as Frenchman,” but apparently few #s seld out for the Flagstad con- 
5 be funny io ~ Half Shell,” is a were | ee lonagehaleaadh I a joined the | elsewhere. with mixed success. went, because no coverage was ,C€!t two hours after the ticket sale 
wr the U; nook, in spite of the fact that | pPaperman and baer oy Havana as Pianist headed the Vichy govern- given. Statement released by reps °P* ned. Stated that the same ap- 
: ago. tee on Press feature writer dis- |U. S. Embassy — " , ments musie section during the war, defended Cortot’s activities, and plied to Boston and other stands, 
oe ist The pretensions as a humor- | public ong hag director, has and gave four concerts in Germany. maintained that present objection on “th one exception and in that town 
“Call Grow — published by Mc-| Stephen Price, +t 7 hear “a ab- It's claimed, however, that he did the part of some Parisian music ie sale was steadily mounting. 
: tw ~ fill’s” Whittlesey House, taken a two months ° . ™ 
r two ey ouse, 
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OBITUARIES 


HAVEY J. BOYLE 
Havey J. Boyle, 53, longtime 
gen sports columnist, died in 
itt. last week after a lingering ill- 
ness. Most of thi: year he had writ- 
ten his daily column for Pitt Post- 
Gazette from his bed at home or in 





the hospital. 

Boyle was one of the first Pitts- 
burgh newspapermen to go on the 
air, having had a program several 
years ago, and he also served three 
terms as boxing commissioner of 
state of Pennsylvania. In that ca- 
pacity he was in charge of the first 
Dempsey-Tunney fight in Philadel- 
phia. The Post-Gazette intends to 
reprint his best columns for few 
weeks and later to put them out 
in booklet form as a memorial to 
Boyle. 





J. HERBERT MACK 
J. Herbert Mack, 91, vet theatri- 
cal manager, and associated with 
the late Sam Scribner in founding 












We wish te express our sincere and 
deep appreciation to all these who 
remembered 


LES SCOTT 


les and Mary Philmer 
(Mother and Father); 
Elane Scott (Wife), 

and their daughter Leslie 


the Columbia burlesque wheel, died 
March 21 at his home in New York. 


Mack started his 
career as a variety performer at 
San Francisco’s Belle-Union thea- 
tre some 70 years ago. He later 
appeared with Billy Emerson’s min- 


Born in N. Y., 


strels and had managed the Rose | 


Hill Folly Co. before organizing the 


Columbia wheel at the turn of the | 


eentury. 
Mack, who retired in 1927, was a 


member of the Actors’ Fund of 
America’s board of trustees. Sur- 
vived by a niece. 





PHILIP F. WHITTEN 
Philip F. Whitten, 53, radio and 
adv. exec, died of 
March 27 while aboard a plane en- 
route from Charlotte. N. C., to New 


York. He was general sales man- 
ager of the ®bacco Network of 


New York. Born in Holyoke, Mass.. 
Whitten was a graduate of Amherst 
College, and later was associated 
with CBS, Mutual and ABC. For a 
time he headed the agency bearing 
his name. 

Surviving are his widow, singer 
Barbara Maurel; two daughters, a 
brother and two sisters. 





ARTHUR RANKIN *« 


Arthur Davenport, 51, an actor 
known professionally as Arthur 
Rankin, died March 23 at his Holly- 
wood -home following a_ cerebral 
hemorrhage. Son of actor Harry 
Davenport, he was a veteran of the 
past war, and served with the Ma- 


rine Corps aerial photography divi- | 


sion, Upon his discharge he started 

his own theatrical agency. 
Surviving are his father, widow, 

two sons, two sisters, and a brother. 





MAUD CAMPBELL 


Maud Campbell,. wife of the late 
Al Herman, theatrical manager, 


died in a N. Y. hospital, March 12. 








FRANK N. HEARN, Jr. 
March 26, 1932 
My Darling Boy 

Whenever there is music it is you. 

The cloudy portals part te let you 

through. 


‘Mother JULIA KNOX 


She was a singer and dancer in sev- 
eral Broadway musicals, and later 


played in comedies as well as dra- | 


matie productions. 

She started her stage career in 
Gus Edwards’ “Schoo! Days.” Among 
the shows in which she appeared 
was “Man Who Came Back.” 





DANIEL C. O'NEILL 

Daniel Cameron O'Neill, 49, w-k. 

in radio and vaude circies, died in 
Montreal Monday (17). 

Born in Scotland, O'Neill 

Canada at an early age. 


came 


to He 


worked around New York for a time | 


but came back to Canada to devote 
much of his time to entertaining 
for charitable purposes. 

Surviving are his widow, three 
sons, a daughter and four sisters. 





GRANT GARDNER 
Grant Gardner, 70, retired vaude- 
ville player, died March 18, at his 
heme in Hollywood, following a 
heart attack. Surviving is his widow, 
with whom he teamed as Gardner 


| ing a heart attack. 


a heart*attack | 


and Stoddard on worldwide tours 
and once played a command per- 
formance before King Edward VII of 
England. 





RAY KLAGES 
Ray Klages, 58, songwriter, died 
March 20 in Glendale, Cal., follow- | 
He was a mem-| 





ber of ASCAP for 25 years. Among | 
his songs were “Once in a Lifetime,” | 
“Just You, Just Me” and “What Do 
I care?” 

He also wrote lyrics for Broad- | 
way show “Sally, Irene and Mary” | 
and others. 





LESLIE A. SCOTT 

Leslie A. Scott, 27, died in an ice} 
boat accident last month in Detroit. | 
He was master of ceremonies at 
the Eagle nightclub there. 


| Survived by widow, Helen Scott; 
! an infant daughter, and mother and | 








father, Mr. and Mrs. Mary Les | 
| (Scott) Philmer. 

MARGO MEREDITH 

Margo Meredith (Mrs. Jack 


Block), 38, died March 18 at Saranac | 
|Lake. For years she was a member | 
of the vaudeville team of Meredith | 
| Sisters. Her father, the late Harry | 
| Armer, was a pianist and orchestra 
| leader. 

Survived by her husband. 





MRS. CHRISTY OBRECHT 


Mrs. Christy Obrecht, 54, died in 
| Minneapolis last week after a 
lengthy illness. She and her hus- 
band operated Obrecht Shows, a 
tent repertory theatre which toured 
summers in the upper midwest. 

Survived by husband and son, 
Christy, Jr. 











LUCY PARKER | 
| Lucy Parker, 84, retired legit ac- | 
| tress, last seen in the 1921 produc- 


| tion of “Like a King,” died Friday | 
| (21) in New York. Since leaving 
the stage she had posed for artists 


In Fond Memory of 
My Dear Friend 


FRED B. HAVILAND 





Whe Died March 29, 1932 
| JERRY VOGEL. 
| 





and commercial advertisers as a 
| grandmother type. 
Survived by a daughter. 





WALTER P. SEIM 

Walter P. Seim, 58, pianist and 
band conductor, who toured the 
country as a pianist in a vaude orch, 
died in St. Louis last week. Seim 
conducted bands in St. Louis park 
concerts for many years. Survived 
by his widow and sister. 








HENRY MICHAEL CATALANO 

| Henry Michael Catalano, 57, died 
|in Chicago Wednesday (19). He was 
|former vaudeville headliner and 
| played star-singing roles in “Stu- 
dent Prince” and “Blossom Time.” 
In recent years he was retired from 
stage. 





Ulysses (Leroy) Lorenzi, 58, the- 
atre manager of Springfield, Mass., 
died March 20 at his home following 
an illness of several months. Most 
recently manager of Phillip’s theatre, 
he served as assistant manager of 
the old Poli Palace in two-a-day 
vaudeville days. 








Gene Rossi, 57, property man at 
; RKO for 21 years, died March 18, 
| following a heart attack on the set 
of “If You Knew Susie.” Prior to 
joining RKO, Rossi worked for six 
| years at the old Inceville Studios. 


Harold 8S. Smith, 40, assistant chief 
/of the 20th-Fox electrical depart- 
ment, died March 16 in Hollywood. 
Surviving are his widow, mother 
| and brother. 


| 








Father of Murray Schlamm, di- 
| rector of activities at Grossinger’s, 
Catskill Mt. resort, died last week 
in New York. 





Joseph W. Walsh, 55, died March 
14, at Saranac Lake. He was former- 
ly manager of the 20th-Fox theatre 
in Hartford. Survived by widow and 
two daughters. 





Estelle Dobbins, former secretary 











; to Paramount studio producers, died 


March 14 at the Motion Picture 
Country Home. 





John Beck, Sr., 75, father of John 
Beck, general manager of Universal- 
International studios, died March 16 
in Pomona, Cal. 





Father of James Farrell, stage and 
radio singer, died at his home in 
Eden, N. Y., March 16. 











| Met Opera 





Continued from page | =e 


525. 


transmitters currently use a count of | “suggests” that broadcasters: 


| 
; 


} 







Book Thrown 


Continued from page 29 


sented in all mass communication 
media. Full report of the commis- 
sion is to be published tomorrow 
(Thurs.) as a supplement to the 
April issue of Fortune. (White's re- 


port is one of six book-length 
studies growing out of the CFP 
project.) 





‘Unnatural Relationship’ 


White waxes considerably more 


|specific than the commission in his | 
He 


prescriptions for U. S. radio. 


“Stop trying to rationalize an ac- 


Unlike Yank experimenters, the! cidental and unnatural relationship, 
British are by-passing the technique | and take the first long step toward 


of filming the cathode image and 
then projecting the negative in favor 
of instantaneous reproduction of the 


ish were the first to perfect the film- 
ing method, he added, but will most 
likely wait. out improvement of in- 
stantaneous tele before moving into 
the theatres. (Loren L. Ryder, prexy 
of the Society of Motion Picture En- 
gineers, recently predicted that U.S. 
theatres would intiate the filming 
technique of video before the close 


| that 


‘freedom of the press’ for 


| which they clamor: adoption of the 


| 


transmitted image, Lance said. Brit-/| advertising of 


practice of offering time for the 
commercial goods 
and services only on the basis of 
time-periods. limited to 120 con- 
secutive seconds between programs, 
the programs to be developed en- 
tirely by the broadcasters and to 
have no topical”*or other connection, 
except for the coincidence of time 





of 1947 as a first step in the process.) | 


Progress towards theatre tele in 
Britain has been slowed down by a 
dire shortage of materials and labor, 
Lance declared. “It takes us three 
to four months to obtain ordinary 
wire, so you can well understand the 
delays in obtaining more complicat- 
ed electronic equipment,” he said. 
Moreover, Rank is not considering 
purchasing any tele apparatus in the 
U. S., since trade regulations imposed 


[by the United Kingdom make that 


impossible. 

When theatre tele does develop in 
England, much of it may be carried 
over coaxial cable, Lance believes. 
Government is currently laying a 
coaxial cable between London and 
Liverpool which could be used for 
the new style entertainment. 














interest is being shown by several 
topnotch clients and agencies. 
Whole program-package has for- 
sale tag of $4,000 basic weekly, ex- 
clusive of travel and line costs. 
Travel tab stems from proposal to 
originate show from different city 
each week. This would be first 
time amateurs from all over the 
country would be heard, it’s said, 
and Mutual feels this offers an un- 
equalled merchandising potential. 


Additional gimmick in the package 
tab is that the basic $4,000 applies 
only as long as the show’s rating 
falls at 10 or under. Sponsor pays 
$500 more weekly for every rating 
point over*10, which would push 
total divvy to $9,000 if rating reached 
20. MBS boys point out, however, 
that only two other shows on air 
today give their sponsors a 20 rating 
or better for $9,000 or less, these 
being “Mr. District Attorney” and 
Walter Winchell. 


New Amateur Hour has been put 
together by the same group of seven 
people responsible for the success 
of the original following its early 
days on WHN, N. Y. Old round-and- 
-round-she-goes routine maestroed 
by late Major Bowes copped high- 
est Hooper (46.9) ever given a regu- 
lar commercial evening web item. 
Its 10-year average was a neat 17.2. 


MPA Meet 


Continued from page 3 


nouncements for the MPA’s 25th 
anni dinner May 8. He is delaying 
his scheduled trip to the Interna- 
tional Trade Conference at Geneva 
until after that time. 


It is understood likely that John- 
ston’s party for the 18-nation con- 
clave, of which MPA international 
department chieftain Gerald Mayer 
will be a member, will also delay 
its departure. Conference is ex- 
pected to go on for several months, 
with Col. Frank McCarthy, Conti- 
nental European manager, repre- 
senting the MPA until Jo! iston and 
Mayer arrive, 

Rupert Allan, recently named as- 
sistant to McCarthy, arrived in 
France to join him this week. Allan 
was formerly assistant to William 
Gordon, director of foreign rela- 
tions, at Universal, and before that 
spent a year in the European office 
of the State Department in Wash- 
ington. He was educated at Toulouse 
University in France and at Oxford 
in England. 














sequence, with any advertising 
matter. 

“Take the initiative in cooperat- 
ing with the FCC to bring about 
an early court test of the constitu- 
tionality of the Mayflower Decision 
and the Blue Book. 

“Stop dreaming of a day when 
there will be no government regu- 
lation of radio. 

“Stop cheapening the _ First 
Amendment by invoking it every 
time .the FCC issues a routine rul- 
ing. 

“Follow the lead of FCC Chair- 
man Charles E. Denny and NAB} 
President Justin Miller toward har- | 


monious cooperation between the 
industry and the FCC.” 
White suggests that the FCC 


amend the Mayflower edict to “per- 
mit broadcasters to air their parti- 
san views, on condition that they 
provide equal time for an answer, 





Bowes Hour | 
aman Continued from page 1 


or enforce it in an instance which 
will insure its speedy review by 
| the courts as to constitutionality.” 


Seeks Standards Code 


To the NAB, White proposes: 
“Draft a ‘Code of Standards’ calling 
for the immediate establishment of 
an arm’s length relationship be- 
tween’ broadcasters and advertisers, 
indorsing such portions and basic 
principles of the FCC Blue Book 
as appear to the better broadcasters 
to be reasonable and workable, and 
pointing the way toward improving 
techniques in the handling of dis- 
cussion of controversial public 
issues and in the presentation of 
useful information generally. 

“Prepare to publicize, thoroughly 
and impartially, flagrant individual 
departures from the Code.” 

The Dept. of Justice, FCC and 
Congress, says White, should take 
“whatever steps are necessary to in- 
sure that the NAB has the proper 
Jegal sanction under the anti-trust 
and other laws for the above” 
actions. 


Congress, White adds, should look 

for ways to support FCC “more 
adequately in terms of adequate 
funds and personnel and unflagging 
Congressional support of its proper 
quasi-judicial functions against im- 
proper pressures, including those of 
its own members.” 
He warns Congress against “puni- 
tive expeditions” against federal 
agencies such as FCC where there 
is no “evidence of inefficiency or 
wilful wrongdoing,” and broad- 
casters that they would be the “first 
and worst sufferers from any such 
grandstanding.” 


These many “suggestions” form 
only the closing conclusions of a 
long summarization of radio’ydilem- 
mas as White sees them. Coupled 
with his itemizing of what's wrong 
with radio are dozens of “pro- 
posals,” including: greater use of 
transcriptions and development of 
Simultaneous multiple programming 
to diversify and regionalize radio 
fare; earmark at least one FM chan- 
nel for every stationless town of 
20,000 or more population; improve 
the quality and “total national 
product” of news, commentaries. 
forum, public discussion and drama 
programs. 

White reserves his most biting 
comments and urgent suggestions, 
however, for the broadcaster-adver- 
user situation, which he attacks 
under a chapter Sub-heading of 
“Basic Relations.” Broadcasters, he 
believes, will never make such pro- 
gram improvement until they have 





“first radically changed their re- 
with the advertising 


lationship 
men.” 





Lynne Gordon to Jay Livy 


Phoenix, Ariz., March 19, Bade’ 
with Broadcast Music, Inc; gr. 7 is 
a composer. * Groom ig 


Helen Ragan to Harvey 
N. Y., March 20. Groom ou 
production for ABC teley: 
Fifi D’'Orsay to Peter La 
Lollywood, March 16. Bride <% 
groom are stage and screen players 
Ernestine Witte to Adrian Samish 
sew York, March 25. Groom jg 
ABC veepee in charge of pr 
and television. Nis roc 
Katherine Locke to Norman 
win, Elkton, Md., March 17. 
is CBS 


we, 
; head of 
310n, 





Cor. 
Groom 
| ’ : producer-director-writer 
| Bride is legit and radio actr 
| Nolda Bishop to Charles Bowers 
| New York, March 21. Bride ig as. 
sistant manager of Holly wood, N Y: 
groom is manager at same house. ” 
Selma Tanchain to Morris Schwartz 
New York, March 22. Bride js with 
Ansell theatres, N. Y. 


Nancy Page to Charles Bart 
Las Vegas, March 21. Groom is g 
director at Universal-Internationa). 


Barbara Farrell to Robert Lowery 
Las Vegas, March 14. Bride and 
groom are screen players. 

Ethlyn Bookwalter to Stanley H 
Ellis, Riverside, Cal. March 95 
Bride is network field rep foy 
American Federation Radio Artists, 

Jean Ackerson to Stan Early 
Honolulu, March 7. Bride is a Metro 
player; Zroom is radio and nitery 
entertainer. : 


eSs, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ary R. Moll, daugh- 
ter, New York, March 16. Father is 
manager of production for NBC's In- 
ternational division. 


Mr. and Mrs. Emil Brenkus, son, 
Pittsburgh, March 19, Father’s with 
Baron Elliott orch and mother’s the 
former Louise Carroll, nitery dancer, 


Mr. and Mrs. James Beile, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, March 13. Father 
managers Liberty theatre in Pitt. 


Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Green, 
daughter, Hollywood, March 17, 
Mother is the former Bunny Waters; 
father is the songwriter. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Richards, son, 


N. Y., March 19. Father is tele- 
vision director; mother (Helen 
Stern) is p. a. for Sigmund Rom- 
berg. 


Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Weller, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, March 15, Mother is 
Helen Hover, magazine writer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Eric Shatz, son, 
Miami, March 1. Father is pianist 
with Miami’s Olympia theatre house 
band; mother was formerly with 
Eaves Costume Co. 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kesler, 50m, 
Hollywood, March 15. Father is @ 
film producer, 


Mr. and Mrs. Julius Blaustein, son, 
Hollywood, March 19. Father is edi- 
torial supervisor for David O. Selz- 
nick. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harold Menc elsohn, 
son, Pasadena, March 18. Father is 
a publicist at Eagle-Lion. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kenney Carter, 80%, 
Los Angeles, March 18. Mother 's 
sister of Maria Montez. Father 1s 
a film publicist. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Sisson, 509, 
New York, March 14. Father is art 
director at WINS, N. Y. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Park, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, March 19. Father is 
20th-Fox makeup man. 


Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kirby, 
daughter, Los Angeles, March 1%. 
Father is a film actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jacques Leslie, 50 
Hollywood, March 12. Mother 
screen writer Aleen Leslie; father 
is film lawyer. 


—— 


Coney Won't Cut 


Continued from page ! 


i , tax on 
which would place a $10 This 


every coin-operated machine. ; 
would be disastrous to Playlands, 
was noted, since most arcades often 
have a hundred or more of 
nickel-nabbers. 
These and other problems will . 
threshed out April 17 at the Hal 
Moon Hotel, Coney Island, where 
most concessionaires and interest 








Pointing to an early season teeofl 1S 
the opening of Steeplechase Par 
which is slated to throw out 
welcome mat May 17. Ma 
incidentally, contrary to predict 
of other ops, expects this year 
shape up favorably with that of 


tions 
to 
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parties will convene under auspices — 
of the C. I. Chamber of Commerce. | 


nagement, 








. 


Na we 


Bees 









we 
wilt 

la 
Ho 
Joe 


ma; 
con 


fro 
to | 
the 


or 











q 
1 
wal caged = 
a 
17 Wednesday, March 26, 1947 VARIETY CHATTER. 63 
—— 
ces ° ° 
Broadwa struggling along here fgr seven Ashby, Union Pacific prexy, about 
sma — an “he “Benadway | the gay spots. ; 0 
; , ers ey" « pers Anson Weeks replacing Hal Borne ‘ 
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the actors guilds, 
Catholic and Jewish 
Negro Actors Guild), 
Toots Shor fee the restaurateur got 
from Ed Gardner for that “Duffy's 
avern guest-shot recently. 

George Valentine Enell, LaGuardia 
airport photog, is Setting plans to es- 
tablish offices and studios throughout 
the U. S. Enell, who has handled 
theatrical and industrial pictures in 
the past, will specialize in theatrical 
and general work in the out-of-town 


ranches, 

Tom Connors, 20th-Fox veepee 

her distribution, returning to his 

— Monday (31) after a month’s 

acation in Florida. accompanied 
20th assistant gen- 


Episcopal, 
(not only the 


by W. C. Gebring, 
eral salesmanager, 
cuperating frédm_ his 
Operation jn Florida. 


The Clyde Newhouses (Maggi Mc- 


recent major 


Kilgallen) and Hubert Boscowitzes 


ro Emerson) to Asheville, 

at lai next week for long weekend 

Mi atter’s mother’s house. Means 

must McNellis and “Dorothy & Dick” 
fa) g re . te ° 

Columns, — ance radio programs, 


ences 


.. Daytona Beach, Fla 


The By Nancy Davids 
shrim M™Maciroon pie, the fried 
all i and the pecan pie served in 
™ ae are tops and appeal 
draws Visitors, But the biggest 
ion, are free—the beach and the 


featuring Alicia & 


Carlos, With smooth Spanish | and 


€xican songs 
1s Cuban act a 


loo i -rt- 
ner terrif on the ker, with pzrt 


Over t] Zuitar. Both put 
Tito G, of Songs wonderfully well. 
Practicing had better do some keen 


- ing, 
nicambling is wide open here with 
_ & customers being urged 
ther oy emcees to 
door for a 
blackjack.” This 
of duty, bought s« 
ahead on the 
time) and 
But hey say 
ir shirts. ~ 


A hardy eo 
Manacaa . Pany of N- Y. actors, 
ged by Jim Bender, have been 


little roulette 
reporter, in 


or 


a lot of people lose 
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who finished re- | 
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Tony Butifta, press agent for first 


| week Opening of legit “Beggar's 
—. preeming April 5, leaves 
April 14 to flack for Edwin Lester, 


San Francisco and L. A. Civie light 
opera impressario. 


Miami Beac 
mi Beach 

By Larry Solloway 
Bill Conn still in town. 
Beachcomber to close the 30th. 
Frank Parker in town for rest. 
Jackie Whalen into Paddock club. 
Lenny Kent a click at Five O'clock 











disregarding doctor’s orders to knock 
off work for a couple of weeks. _ 

“Wind From Far Away” starring 
Marcelle Chantel, to Riviere for a 
short tryout before preeming at the 
Daunou. 

Jacques Chabrier rushing back to 
N. Y. where he reps French Pathe 
but to return here with N. Peter 
Rathvon and Phil Reisman. 

Michel Descombey, 16. head of his 
class at opera dance exams. He 
son of Etienne Descombey, 
French territorial chieftain. 

Papal nuncio czrdinal Ang-Joseph 
Roncalli on set for initial take 
Georges Maurer production, 


U's 


'sieur Vineent,” biog of the French 
| XVI century social worker, 


club. : 
David Selznick vacationing in 
Palm Beach. ol 
Copacabana planning on remain- | 
ing open indefinitely. 


Carroll and Gorman 


Ralph Slater. the hypnotist, turned 
in two-night stint at Copacabana. 

Benny ‘Biackamoor Room) Gaines 
celebrated birthday last Sunday (23). 

New Wometco theatre in. Miami 
will preem April 18 with “Carnival 
in Costa Rica.” 

Maj. and Mrs. 
planed to Havana 
new film theatre. 

Club Bali closing for rebuilding. 
Will reopen in late May with Sam 
Taustin as sole owner. 

Diana Barrymore and new hus- 
band, John Howard, honeymooning 
at Hollywood Beach Hotel. 

Joey Adams, Mark Plant and 
Tony Canzoneri held over for an- 


Albert Warner 
on looksee for 


| other week in Jacksonville Peacock 


. Femme member of | 


“walk through | 


line | 
t some chips, came out | 
dezl (playing for first 
went home feeling elated. | 


club. 

Vagabonds set for fourth return 
engagement at Clover Club in May. 
Head for Coast and Columbia pic 
assignment after closing this week. 

Charlie and Mrs. Miller (MCA 
vice prez): Stanley Woolf, strawhat 
producer: Rodney Bush and Spence 
Pierce, 20th-Fox itv. at Lord 
Tarleton 


lic 
puoils 


Bill Leibow. hotel chain and laun- 
drv tycoon got the go ahead from 
Panamanian government tor ciabo- 
rate casino in his Hotel Internacional 
in Panama Cits 

Lois Lee irrent at Flamingo 
room of Hollvwoo Beach Hotel 
heading west for engageme nt at ; FE) 
Rancho, Las Veeas First booking 


under new pact with Lou Irwin. 


into Mother 


is » | Kelly’s for return engagement. 
Nellis), Richard Kollinars (Dorothy | Ra ; 


ee 


Las Vegas 


Tommy Lyman visiting friends. 
Gary Cooper making the rounds 


stag. 

Hugh Herbert resting at Rancho 
Vegas. 

Jimmy Ames set for new 
Vegas show. 

Chico Marx at Nevada 
Fiesta Room. 

El Cortez shuttering 
Room for good. 

Hoot Gibson added landing field to 
his D-4-C Ranch. 

Mayor E. J. Jeffries of Detroit 
tht Rancho Vegas. 

Sammy Mandell band 
at Nevada Biltmore. 

Bob Minnis Orchestra into Harvey 
Bynum’s Stork Club. i 
‘New KENO broadcasting 
about to be premiered. 

Embassy Club new 
policy a definite click 

Yvonne DeCarlo Flamingoing 
Ditto Mr. and Mrs. Erskine 

Johnny 
tainment director of the Flamingo 
Mabel Todd and hubby. Matt San- 


accident 


Rancho 


Biltmore 


at 
held ove 
stallion 


show 


floor 


auto 


tino. recovering from 

Loretta Young and Irene Dunne 
donating land for new Catholic 
ehurch. : 

Rex Bell hosted local press at a 
buffet supper in his new ladies and 
sents toggery 

Kathryn Duffv repiace Viaxine 


of 


Lewis entertainment director 
Last Frontier. . 
Steve Hannegan guiding George 


is | 


of | 
*“Mon- | 


Sapphire 


x here 


jockey for WEAM, new smell-wat- | 


Johnson. | 
Moloney appointed enter- } 





manzger, to attend sales meeting in 
Chicago, April 8. 

Oscar Levant <-nd Paul Whiteman 
April Auditorium bookings under 
C. C. Milkes aegis. 

Dean Murphy into Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace for second time 
this winter, with Lzthrop & Lee. 

Art Anderson, Warners 
| manager, back after lengthy 


| 
| 


branch | 
vaca- | 


| tion in Mexico and at Hot Springs. | 


| Ark. 

Much film breaking down in cen- 
ter of prints in this territory when 
exposed to frigid weather 
transportation conditions. 

Harold Russell, handless veteran, 
who won an Oscar for his perform- 
|ance in “Best Years,” here to open 
Red Cross fund drive at Minnesota 
U. says he plans to remzin in films, 
but in advertising, not in acting, 
capacity. 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Fairlawn Amus. Co.'s new 
Anacostia, preems March 29. 
Fred Astaire reported dickering 
for a spot here for branch of his 
terps chain. 

Angela Lansbury in town briefly. 
just long enough for a bit of “Affairs 
of Bel Ami” tub-thumping. 

Mort Nusbaum, former station 
and commercial manager of WSAY, 
Rochester, N.Y. now 
manager for WQQW. 

Little Jack Little goes on the air 
March 31 as afternoon disc 


nabe, 


ter in nearby Arlington, Va. 

llona Massey appeared before a 
House Judiciary sub-committee past 
week in behalf of her aunt. here 
!on a visitor’s permit from Hungary. 


Elmer Davis now has a D.C. 
sponsor, Mazor Furniture which 
igned with WMAL-ABC several 
days before commentator won Du- 
pont award. 

Bill Brundige, WOL-Mutual’s 


ports director, off to Orlando for a 


look-see at the baseball training 
camps, with staffer Bob Wiley taking 
over for him. 

Jackie Miles. who just bowed out 
of Paul Young’s Romany Room 


after two-week stint, garnered pos- 
sibly. more kudos here than any 
nitery figure this. season. 


where they scouted film locations. 

Sophie Rosenstein checked in at 
Warners after a talent hunt cover- 
ing the British Isles and Continental 
Europe. 





: Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Entertainer Artie Spector home 


| from a winter in Florida. 


and | 


ee 


Billy Catizone back home from 
vacation at Colorado Springs. 

Julie Melman, local violinist, now 
doing solo work at Samovar in De- 
troit. 

Seymour Lefton and Clara Gordon 
have set June 29 as the date for their 
wedding. 


Marian Caughey, head of WJAS 
traffic department, to Miami for a 


couple of weeks. 

Buddy Lester and Steve Condos 
headlining new floor show at Jackie 
Heller’s Carousel, 

Shirley Sherman dancing 
after being laid up for two 
with injured back. 

Saul Perliman, Mono salesman, 
and his wife have named the new 
arrival Jerilyn Ruth. 

Nikolai, Paul and Shari off for 
Brown Hotel in Louisville after run 
here at Club LuMarba. 

Pepi Walk, of Playhouse 


again 
years 


staff, 


home convalescing after more than 
| two months in hospital. 


commercial | 


Michael Marlow, ex-WWSW an- 


/nouncer, now with Armed Forces Ra- 


dio Service in Hollywood. 

Annual Police Circus at Forbes 
Field in July this year will feature 
Roy Rogers and “Trigger.” 

John Harris leaving soon for Coast 
and will stay there through “Ice- 
Capades” engagament in Hollywood, 

Charlie Cooper, Duquesne fresh- 


| man basketball star, is a brother of 


«| Bert 


Cornell Cooper, local nitery singer. 
Jerry Lamm, managing “Henry V 
road-show film here, the son of Ju- 


lius Lamm, veteran Cleveland the- 
atre manager. 

Ed King, KDKA writer-actor, va- 
cationing in LaCrosse, Wis.. and Si 
3loom doing “Brunch with Bill” 
scripts for him 


who was 
with ex- 
marrying 


Audrey Botkin Stratton 
in “Best Foot Forward” 
husband Gil Stratton, Jr., 
Roth here soon. 
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FOR BEING SO SWELL TO US 
See you next fall! 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


EDDY HOWARD 























